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JULY 4THJULY 4THJULY 4THJULY 4TH    
CELE BRATION SCHEDULECELE BRATION SCHEDULECELE BRATION SCHEDULECELE BRATION SCHEDULE    

 

Rummage and Yard Sale 
Cabot School gym 

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Cabot Historical Society  
Museum Open House 

Coffee and Donuts 
8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Parade 
Main Street 
11:00 a.m. 

 

Chicken BBQ 
Rec Field 
Noon 

 

Lumber Jack 
Demonstration 

Rec Field  
1:00 p.m. 

 

Reading of the Declaration 
of Independence 

Historical Society Museum 
1:30 p.m. 

 

Pie Eating Contest 
Rec Field 
1:30 p.m. 

 

Patriotic sing-along 
1:45 p.m. 

 

Watermelon Seed 
Spitting Contest 
Held throughout the day 

Winner announced at 2:00 p.m. 
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By Anne Nadel 
CABOT 
 

      You can take the journalist off the 
farm, but you can’t take the farm out 
of the journalist.  In the case of Anson 
Tebbetts, you can’t really even take 
the journalist off the farm, since he 
has lived on the same land most of his 
life.  And after two and a half years as 
Vermont’s Deputy Secretary of Agri-
culture, he is back to his old tricks, as 
he recently resumed his journalistic 
career. 
     Tebbetts, familiar to most people in 
Cabot, is also a familiar face to many 
others in the region, as he spent years 
as a field reporter for WCAX televi-
sion, the station based in Burlington 
but with an active Montpelier bureau.  
Late in May, he rejoined the station’s 
news team, but this time in a very 
different role.  Now, instead of being a 
reporter, he is the News Director.  Or 
perhaps, since he hails from Cabot, 
his job title should be The Big Cheese. 
     In his backyard, a place that seems 
like the top of the world, with son 
Alden perched on his knee and the 
family’s two Scottish Highland cows, 
Fuzzy and Wuzzy, grazing just feet 
away, Tebbetts spoke about his life so 
far.  Born in 1965, he grew up on the 
family dairy farm which sits on a 
plain high over the villages of Cabot 
and Marshfield.  To this day, he still 
lives on part of that farm, as his home 
is built on a piece of it.  His mother 
lives next door, as does his brother 
and that brother’s family.  Tebbetts’ 
father died several years ago.   
     Tebbetts graduated from Cabot 
High School and attended Emerson 
College, where he majored in broad-
cast journalism.  When asked how he 
came to this choice, Tebbetts credits 
the radio with planting the seeds of 
his career. 
     “I think it was all those hours of 
milking, listening to the barn radio…
AM talk shows, Red Sox baseball, 
WDEV,” Tebbetts said. 
     His first broadcast job was with the 
aforementioned WDEV, the 
Waterbury station that has been 
broadcasting at the AM frequency 550 
for more than 75 years.  From 1987 to  

 
 
 

 
1989, he was the station’s News Di-
rector.  After more than six years 
there, in 1994, Tebbetts went to work 
at WCAX’s Rutland bureau and be-
gan working as an on-camera re-
porter.  This period was the only time 
in his adult life Tebbetts has lived 
away from Cabot.  During his tenure 
in Rutland, he lived in a rented apart-
ment Monday through Friday, then 
came home to his parents’ house on 
weekends, as he leased his own to 
tenants.  When he transferred to the 
Montpelier bureau, he took up resi-
dence in the house he had built prior 
to getting the job in Rutland.   
     Obviously, Tebbetts’ upbringing 
made him highly qualified to serve 
the people of the state at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  The recent de-
bate about ways to cut the state 
budget to reduce costs was rumored to 
likely result in the elimination of 
some jobs, and perhaps Tebbetts’ deci-
sion to return to journalism, but he 
credits his choice with the fact that 
the job opportunity at WCAX “was 
just too good to pass up…a wonderful 
position with a local company.”   
     The retirement of long-time WCAX 
News Director Marselis Parsons is 
what led to the job opening.  Tebbetts 
is now the third News Director the 
station has had in more than 50 
years.  In this capacity, Tebbetts over-
sees the reporting staff, photogra-
phers, news, sports and weather con-
tent.  He likened the job to that of a 
newspaper editor. 
     Not only will Anson Tebbetts be 
WCAX news’ Big Cheese, he will also 
get to return to field reporting once in 
a while, a job he plainly loves.  He 
spoke about some of the most colorful 
stories he encountered during his 
years in front of the camera. 
     “There was this one gentleman I 
interviewed who had just gotten his 
50th deer while sitting in his bath-
room, shooting out the window.  He 
was 90-years-old!”  Tebbetts laughed 
recalling the story, then went on. 

     “There was also Charlie the Bas-

sett hound who walked a long way to 

work   each   day,  and   then  walked  
 

(See Tebbetts Returns, Page 2) 

 

 

 

 
By Senator  

Bill Doyle 
 

      When we celebrate 
the Fourth of July this 
year, we should remem-
ber the contributions 

made by Vermonters in the fight for 
independence.  
     In his “History of Vermont,” Wal-
ter Crockett made reference to Ethan 
Allen and the capture of Fort Ticon-
deroga in 1775. Crockett wrote, “The 
first surrender of a British fortress in 
the long struggle for American Inde-
pendence was made to Ethan Allen 
and his Green Mountain Boys, and in 
the history of the military affairs of 
the United States the capture of Ti-
conderoga hedged the list as the first 
important aggressive movement in 
the Revolutionary War.”   
     Charles Jellison, in “Ethan Allen:  
Frontier Rebel,” wrote that Ticonder-
oga, “Must be considered a major 
military victory, for it drastically al-
tered the power potential in the 
northern colonies and may very well 
have meant the difference between 
success and failure for the Revolu-
tionary cause.”   
     In the winter of 1775-76, George 
Washington, Commander in Chief of 
the Continental Army, found himself 
short of military equipment needed 
to drive the British out of Boston.  
Henry Knox, colonel of the artillery, 
suggested to Washington that cap-
tured military supplies from Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga could be 
transported to Boston.  Washington, 
in a letter to Knox, wrote the follow-
ing:  “You're to immediately examine 
into the state of the artillery of this 
army, and take an account of the 
cannon, mortars, shells, lead and 
ammunition that are wanting.  The 
want to them is so great that no trou-
ble or expense must be spared to ob-
tain.”  In December of 1775, Knox 
removed heavy military equipment 
from Ticonderoga.  He floated the 
supplies on Lake George, and then 
transported the equipment by land 
with 42 sleds and 81 yoke of oxen.  
When these supplies reached Boston 
in March 1776, the British decided to 
evacuate and Washington’s military 
strategy prevailed.  
     The following excerpt was printed 
in Earle Newton’s “The Vermont 
Story”:  “Fort Ticonderoga's immortal 
guns go to General George Washing-
ton ... in the winter of 1776 ... over 
hundreds of miles of roadless, track-
less,  snow-clad  mountains  and  val- 

 
 
 
 
 

leys, through thick forest, over ice-
covered lakes and rivers … on 
sledges pulled by oxen … in the 
charge of General Knox and his artil-
lery men in their red-trim regimen-
tals, who deliver the guns at Dor-
chester Heights.  There, roaring 
down at the enemy, they drive him 
out of Boston Town.” 
     The next year, in 1777, Ver-
monters fought with valor at the Bat-
tle of Bennington. Edward Conant 
said that the battle led to the British 
surrender of Saratoga, often referred 
to as one of the decisive battles in the 
history of the world.  Washington 
was impressed by the fighting quali-
ties of Vermonters, and was of great 
assistance to our joining the Union.   
     On January 15, 1777, Vermont 
declared its independence from Great 
Britain   and   New York.   Vermont's 
 

(See Vermont’s Major Role, Page 2) 
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Anson Tebbetts Returns 
To A TV Near You 

  Anson and Alden Tebbetts. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

home. ‘Work’ was Monument Farm in 
Weybridge, where they process milk, 
and he had to walk some distance, sev-
eral miles, through traffic, dodging 
trucks.  His reason,” Tebbetts ex-
plained,” was the big bowl of milk he 
got.  And at just about the same time 
every day, he walked back home.” 
     Tebbetts has covered some stories 
that took him a lot farther afield than 
Vermont. 
     “I’ve done a lot of history stuff,” he 
said, adding, “I went to Jody Williams’ 
Nobel Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo, 
Norway, when she won for her work to 
ban landmines,” in 1997.  Williams is 
the Vermont teacher who won the 
prize together with the organization 
International Campaign to Ban Land-
mines. 
     Tebbetts was also there in Iowa for 
Governor Howard Dean’s famous 
scream.  As a Vermonter, he suspects 
what the national media perceived to 
be a gaffe was simply the same sort of 
roar a sports coach uses to motivate his 
team, but also noted it was Dr. Dean’s 
first campaign loss and emotions were 
running high. 
     On the day Tebbetts spoke to the 
Cabot Chronicle, he was headed off to 
his Burlington office, and then out to do 
some field reporting.  This day’s story; 
The Right to Dry.  It seems the legisla-
ture passed a bill prohibiting home-
owners’ associations from banning resi-
dents from drying their laundry on 
clotheslines.  Yet another colorful story 
from a colorful guy, with hopefully, 
many more to come. 

Tebbetts 
Returns 

Vermont’s 
Major Role 

 
 

 
 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

Declaration, influenced by the Ameri-
can Declaration, stated that “we will, 
at all times, consider ourselves as a 
free and independent state and the 
people have an inherent right of rul-
ing.”  The Vermont Declaration went 
on to support the War of Independ-
ence.  
     While Vermont fought to win 
American independence, she was not 
admitted into the Union until 1791, 
14 years later, to become the 14th 
state.  The American Declaration of 
Independence proved a great example 
for Vermont to follow.   
     When we celebrate the Fourth of 
July this year, we should remember 
the role of Vermonters in a revolution 
that changed the course of history. 
 

     Senator Bill Doyle is the Vice Chair 
of the Senate Education Committee, 
Vice Chair of the Senate Government 
Operations Committee and Senate 
Minority Leader.  He teaches govern-
ment history at Johnson State College.   

 
 
 
 
By Representative Kitty Toll 
 

     On June 2, the Legislature was 
called back into session to consider the 
Governor’s veto of the state budget. The 
Senate voted 23 to 5 and the House 
voted 100 to 50 to override the veto. One 
major difference between the Legisla-
ture’s budget and the Administration’s 
budget was the permanent shift of 
Teachers’ Retirement from the General 
Fund to the Education Fund as pro-
posed by the Governor. By 2011, this 
shift could have possibly moved $100 
million to the Education Fund which is 
funded through the property tax.   
     Both budgets addressed education. 
The Legislature’s budget maintains the 
same homestead tax rate ($0.86) and 
base per-pupil grant ($8544) that local 
school boards used when preparing the 
2010 local school budgets for considera-
tion at town meetings; it also freezes the 
base per-pupil payment to towns at 
$8544 for FY (fiscal year) 2011, giving 
school boards advance notice of the level 
rates in order to craft responsible budg-
ets for 2011, and invests $77.2 million 
in federal stimulus funds over 2 years in 

 
 

 
 
 the Education Fund by applying the 
funds in 2 equal payments of $38.6 mil-
lion in both FY2010 and FY2011.  In 
addition to the transfer of the Teacher’s 
Retirement from the General Fund to 
the Education Fund, the Governor’s 
budget also proposed a homestead tax 
rate of $0.85 and maintained the base 
per-pupil grant to towns at $8544 in FY 
2010; increased the base per-pupil grant 
to towns to $8640 in FY 2011 and 
placed a hard cap on per pupil school 
spending in fiscal year 2011, and in-
vested $77.6 million in federal stimulus 
funds over 2 years in the Education 
Fund by applying $43.8 million in FY 
2010 and $33.4 million in FY2011. 
Currently, Vermont households with a 
total income up to $90,000 pay their 
property taxes based on a percentage of 
income. These households are referred 
to as income sensitized. The Legisla-
ture’s budget maintains the current 
level at $90,000. The Governor’s pro-
posal was to reduce the income sensitiv-
ity eligibility level to $75,000 which 
would have resulted in an average of 
$600 property tax increase for approxi-
mately 13,000 Vermont households 
making between $75,000 and $90,000.    
Many business owners near the Con-
necticut River found an increase in ciga-
rette taxes and a sales tax on liquor 
particularly difficult, as proposed by 
both the Governor and the Legislature.   
These business owners fear the increase 
will send consumer traffic over the 
bridge to New Hampshire. 
On June 3, the Legislature passed a 
“companion bill” to the budget by a vote 
of 124 to 12 which addressed many of 
the issues Governor Douglas identified 
as concerns  with the budget  he  vetoed 
 

(See State Budget, Page 3) 
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Work for Legislators 

Rebuilding Old Walls 
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By Anne Nadel 
CABOT  
 

     Drivers would have to be driving in 
another town to miss the activity taking 
place on the corner of Whittier/Thistle 
Hill and Main Street, as the old stone 
wall is being carefully reconstructed. 
     Stonemason Richard Ducharme has 
been working carefully to rebuild the old 
stone retaining wall between the corner 
and the nearest driveway.  According to 
Cabot’s Road Commissioner, Larry 
Gochey, it was more than time to get this 
work done. 
     “That wall has been there as long as I 
can remember”, he said in a phone inter-

view, adding, “and that’s more than 60 
years, now.” 
     The road department put out a call for 
bids, and Ducharme’s service was se-
lected.  Gochey said the original wall was 
bulging out at its bottom, and the con-
cern was that when it finally collapsed it 
would create havoc. 
     “It was definitely tipping out.  I was 
afraid it would land on someone,” when 
it collapsed, he said.  He added if that 
happened it would create a legal problem 
for the town and the expedient thing to 
do was replace the wall. 
     Ducharme said he expects the project 
to be complete in time for the town Inde-
pendence Day celebration, which brings 
thousands of visitors to Cabot each year 
for the parade and festivities. 

Richard Ducharme and a helper rebuild the stone wall on Main Street.  Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel. 
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This bill postpones the capital gains 
change from January 1, 2009, to July 1, 
2009. It also allows farmers and land-
owner timber sales to retain the current 
40% exclusion for capital gains and tax-
payers over 70 years of age may elect to 
either take the 40% exclusion for capital 
gains or a flat $2500 exemption between 
July 1, 2009 and December 31, 2010. 
Other highlights of the “companion bill” 
addressed unemployment insurance, 
research and development tax credits for 
businesses, funding for the Vermont 
Telecommunication Authority, changes 
in the state employee retirement incen-
tive as recommended by the State Treas-
urer, and the Governor’s desire for a 
sales tax free holiday in 2009 & 2010, as 
well as other initiatives.  
Before addressing the 2010 budget chal-
lenges, over $100 million in cuts and ad-
justments in FY 2009 had been insti-
tuted. In the Legislature’s budget, there 
are an additional $59.3 million in cuts 
made to state programs and services. 
Spending of state dollars in FY 2010 is 
down about 5% from FY 2009 and down 
approximately $113 million from FY 
2008. When legislators return to Montpe-
lier in January, crafting the 2011 budget 
looks likely to be even more difficult than 
this year’s budget sessions were. Work is 
already underway by both the legislative 
leadership and the administration to cut 
even more expenses, streamline pro-
grams while still funding essential ser-
vices to Vermonters. Please contact me 
for more specific information about the 
budget and companion bill. 
It was an honor to serve as your Repre-
sentative in the Vermont State Legisla-
ture this past year. I look forward to con-
tinuing to represent our area in January 
as we tackle another year of challenges.  
It was exciting to see so many people at 
Cabot Creamery’s 90th anniversary cele-
bration.  We all can be proud of Ver-
mont’s traditions and heritage. 
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By Anne Nadel 
 

     Somehow, the arrival of a front-end-
loader tractor hauling a hay wagon to a 
place known as The Haybarn should not 
have seemed a surprise, but it was.  
That is, it was a surprise when one takes 
into consideration the fact that The Hay-
barn is the Goddard College perform-
ance space that played host to the Cabot/
Twinfield Prom on Saturday, May 30. 
     A group of parents, teachers, and 
other well-wishers stood by The Hay-
barn’s entrance like red-carpet gawkers 
before the Academy Awards as Prom-
goers paraded to the building in their 
formal and not-so-formal wear as dusk 
approached.  Cameras of every size and 
shape lit up the entryway with flashes.  
When the large tractor rolled into view 
pulling a full-sized hay wagon behind it, 
heads turned to watch its approach. 
     The wagon, festooned with streamers 
and blue star-shaped balloons, carried 
students from both schools, as they sat 
on cloth-covered hay bales.  The driver of 
the tractor was Marshfield Selectman 
Chris Martin, whose daughter Chelsea, 
a Twinfield junior, hatched the plan, 
according to her mother, Laurie.  
     “We had about 45 (Prom attendees) at 
our house before this,” she said, adding, 
“from both Cabot and Twinfield, and 
about 35 of them are on that wagon.  
Some of their dates drove down, and 
some of their cars are still at our house.” 
     Apparently, limousine drivers in 
these parts wear overalls and muck 
boots, as that was part of Chris Martin’s 
attire.  He also wore a dress shirt, tie, 
and top hat. 
     Martin matched the mood of this 
Prom, as some students opted for the 
traditional corsage and evening wear 
look, while others wore more informal 
dresses and men’s casual wear.  Many 
teachers and administrators from both 
schools chaperoned the event, which 
wound down at midnight.  According to 
Twinfield principal Owen Bradley, who 
collected tickets at the door of The Hay-
barn, approximately 250 students at-
tended the event, which marks the 
countdown to the end of the school year, 
and graduation for both high schools.   
     This writer observed hugs and over-
heard warm greetings between students 
from two different schools and three 
towns, who seemed genuinely happy to 
spend the evening together.  The hay 
wagon limousine just reinforced that 
notion.  While the two schools are ath-
letic rivals, the annual rite of passage 
known as Prom proves just how deep 
the true spirit of neighborliness runs 
among the towns of Plainfield, Marsh-
field and Cabot.  As the saying goes, 
“only in Vermont.” 

Joint Prom  
A Great Time for All 

State Budget 

Marshfield Selectman Chris Martin used a hay wagon as a limousine for a 
group of Cabot and Twinfield students. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel. 

Photo Left: Prom-goers are dressed to the nines for the big night. Photo Right: It’s not 
easy being green. Apparently, tall frogs were welcome at Prom. Photos courtesy of 
Anne Nadel. 

www.ytbtravel.com/cabottravel 
Your travel reservations can  

support youth programs in Cabot. 
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CABOT COMMUNITY 

Editorial by Anne Nadel 
 

     The tragic accident that led to the 
death of 17-year-old Caidin McKeever 
just two days after his graduation from 
Twinfield Union School has been very 
hard for the close-knit community to 
which he belonged.  That community 
included more than just Plainfield and 
Marshfield, but reaches into Cabot and 
other surrounding communities.  It is 
hard to think of our young people as 
being so fragile, so vulnerable.  Yet, as 
every parent will attest, it is our hardest 
job to let our children grow, and spread 
their wings.  This growth means we 
must allow them to make choices on 
their own, and on occasion, those choices 
can prove to be devastating. 
     The saying, “it takes a village to raise 
a child” is nowhere more apt than in our 
particular community, where school 
classes are small.  All the students in a 
given high school know one another, as 
their parents know their classmates too.  
In this case, with Cabot and Twinfield 
sharing social events and relishing the 
uniquely friendly rivalry between sports 
teams from both schools, the bonds 
spread throughout three towns.  The 
loss of one parent’s child hits home to all 
of us, as we have watched all of our chil-
dren grow together. 
     Some comment has been made about 
the possibility of alcohol being a con-
tributory factor in the crash that 
claimed Caidin’s life.  Several of the 
young people involved have mentioned 
the presence of a large tractor-trailer 
truck traveling up the middle of the 
road at the same time they were travel-
ing on it.   
     Alcohol or not, other vehicle or not, 
the cause of the tragedy is not simply 
one single factor.  It was the result of 
layered decisions, not just on the part of 
one person, but of all five young people 
in the car that night, and of every per-
son who came into contact with them.  
And of course, there is the element of 
chance.  Caidin McKeever was a boy 
most people would have agreed was a 
“good kid.”  He was smart, level-headed, 
not prone to many outrageous acts.  But 
he was young, and too often, youth leads 
to poor choices, or at least choices made 
from a lack of life experience. 

    
  On-line comments about this tragedy 
have given soapbox-dwellers an unfortu-
nate forum to pontificate and accuse, 
asking where parents are in the lives of 
teens.  It is obvious that none of these 
people knew either the child in question, 
or his family.  In this case, the young 
man had a supportive, responsible and 
rational family background.  His foun-
dation was strong.  In no way can this 
tragedy be made out to be the fault of 
his upbringing or family.   It was simply 
the sad convergence of circumstance. 
     In the end, we can only mourn the 
loss of a bright life gone too soon, and 
ponder the what ifs.  What if the young 
people had not chosen to spend time 
together that night?  What if they had 
been traveling slower (police, at this 
time, believe excessive speed was a con-
tributing factor in the crash)?  If they 
had been consuming alcohol, what if 
someone had stopped them before they 
had gotten in the car?  If alcohol were 
involved, what if the person who bought 
the alcohol had not done so?  What if 
one tiny thing had been just a little dif-
ferent in the day of one of the people 
involved? 
     There are no answers to any of these 
questions, as it is impossible, sadly, to go 
back and get a do-over.  Perhaps the 
greatest honor to the memory of Caidin 
McKeever would be if every parent loves 
their children a little more fiercely, ap-
preciates them a little more truly, and 
takes the time to teach, not preach, 
about how each decision they make can 
change everything.   
     For now, there is only the harsh real-
ity of another child leaving a sorrowing 
family and community.  It takes a vil-
lage to give a child a solid foundation, a 
nurturing and enriching life.  It will 
take these three villages to mourn a 
child, recover from his death, and learn 
what can be learned from his passing, 
and his life. 
 

The Cabot Chronicle family wishes to 
extend its most sincere sympathies to 
the family of Caidin McKeever, and 
hopes for a speedy recovery on the part 
of the other young people who were in 
the car with him. 

It Takes A Village 

 
 
By Anne Nadel 
CABOT 
 

     Down a meandering road, set at the 
end of an unpaved lane, the Stecker 
farmhouse sits beside a sturdy old barn 
surrounded by pastures and woods, like 
so many Vermont farmhouses.  Shade 
trees canopy the neat lawn.  This bucolic 
setting is home to the family’s organic 
dairy and meat operation, where behind 
the scenes, Paul Stecker is always at 
work. 
     Stecker and his wife Kris, high school 
sweethearts who are both originally 
from northern Connecticut, live on the 
farm with their two children, Tyler, 18, 
and Emma, nearly 12.  The family keeps 
a herd of 46 cows on the land, with an 
additional 20 younger animals pastured 
in North Danville.  Mr. Stecker ex-
plained that this expedites the weaning 
process, as the cows cannot hear one 
another, and as a result the separation 
of calf from mother is simpler.  The cows 
are an assortment of breeds, with sev-
eral that are mixed breeds, as opposed to 
the predominantly Holstein cows that 
have become the iconic black and white 
Bovine Tourism Ambassadors of Ver-
mont.  
     The Stecker farm is certified organic, 
selling   raw   milk  and  meat   from  the 

 
 
herd.  Although controversy has been 
raging about the safety and volume of 
raw milk (the state legislature recently 
approved an increase in the amount of 
raw, un-pasteurized or homogenized, 
milk that Vermont farmers may sell 
directly to the public), Stecker says nei-
ther the hullabaloo nor the legislation 
have affected his operation, as he has a 
small clientele.   
     Advocates of raw milk cite the health 
benefits of milk that has not been ho-
mogenized or pasteurized, claiming that 
individuals with stomach sensitivity to 
mass-produced and processed dairy 
foods (so-called lactose intolerance) often 
find that whole milk, with its beneficial 
bacteria intact, is digestible.  They also 
claim raw milk from grass fed cattle has 
many other healing and beneficial prop-
erties, with the beneficial bacteria in raw 
milk acting as a guard against harmful 
bacteria.  In the homogenization and 
pasteurization process, both the good 
and bad bacteria in milk are destroyed.  
There are still those who feel very 
strongly that the lack of sterilization of 
the product makes raw milk a risky 
thing, an opinion that Stecker acknowl-
edges, but added that he believes it is, 
for the most part, a safe product.  The 
milk he sells is filtered, and then cooled, 

before his customers take it home.  The 
general consensus on raw milk is that a 
customer should know the farm and 
farmer where their milk originates.  
This, combined with the local food move-
ment, is why many people are buying 
milk directly from farmers. 
     Stecker loves his chosen vocation, but 
was not raised on a farm.  He fell for the 
farming lifestyle while still very young, 
working on a neighbor’s farm. 
     “I pretty much started when I was 
13,” he said, adding that he pursued a 
formal education in agriculture before 
deciding to become a full-time farmer.  
He said farming is a huge commitment, 
something a lot of people who do not live 
agrarian lifestyles do not understand. 
     “It’s fun to look at,” he said of the typi-
cal non-farmer’s response to the seem-
ingly pastoral and quaint farm life, “but 
people don’t understand you’re tied to it.  
Milking twice a day, you never get to 
leave.”  He added he had just recently 
taken a day off to attend one day of Bike 
Week, the motorcycle rally in Laconia, 
New Hampshire.  He half-laughingly 
added “It’s my one day off a year.” 
     He explained that with his direct-to-
the-public sales of milk and meat, he 
gets some of the profit from his product 
that the farmer usually doesn’t see.   
     “We (the farmer) always take the 
beating,” he said explaining that the 

farmer gets paid more-or-less the same 
amount for his product whether or not 
prices or high in stores, adding, “Yet the 
processor never loses.” 
     Stecker sells meat from the same 
cows he milks.  The cows he culls from 
the herd, always healthy animals that 
have simply gotten to the end of their 
milk-productivity cycle, are then proc-
essed for beef.  The meat is USDA in-
spected before it reaches the public.  
Most if it is sold through the local food 
co-ops, but a small amount can be pur-
chased directly from the farm.  For the 
most part, it is sold as ground beef, and 
he sells wholesale to the public; that is, 
the price for an individual coming to the 
farm is the same the stores pay whole-
sale.  Right now, that means the ground 
beef is selling for $3.99 per pound. 
     As for the next generation, Stecker 
said right now his son is working the 
farm, but whether or not either he or his 
sister will continue in their parents’ foot-
steps, only time will tell.   
     “It’s a big commitment.  If he doesn’t 
absolutely want to do it, I don’t want 
him to,” he said of the younger Mr. 
Stecker’s involvement. 
     Anyone interested in learning more 
about how to purchase raw milk or beef 
from the Steckers may call 563-2646.  
Milk customers need to bring a clean 
container with them, and may come to 
the farm between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

Farmer Profile: Paul Stecker 

By Jane Youngbaer 
 

     Thanks to fundraising efforts by 
team families, school volunteers, and 
the generosity of the community, a 
team of Cabot Elementary students 
recently traveled to the Destination 
Imagination Global Finals at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in Knoxville. 
     The group of students, who dubbed 
themselves “The Cheddar Huskies,” 
joined an international crowd of more 
than 15,000 people for five days of crea-
tivity, competition, and celebration. 
They met people from nearly every 
state and many different countries. 
Starting with the bus ride from the At-
lanta airport, the Cabot kids got a taste 
of the international experience by meet-
ing, trading pins, singing, and playing 
cards with a team from Guatemala. 
Later in the week, the Cabot team sur-
prised the Guatemalan team by going 
to watch their challenge presentation. 
     For many months, the Cabot team 
learned about sleuths, film genres, and 
superstitions, did many improvisations, 
and practiced inventing and building a 
“Superstition Origin Detector” with a 
variety of materials. The improvisa-
tional elements were chosen at random 
at the beginning of a 30-minute StuDIo 
time just before their performance at 
the tournament.  At Globals, the team 
had to create an improvisational per-
formance incorporating the following 
elements: Encyclopedia Brown, comedy, 
western, and horror film genres, an 
invisible drum, the superstition “it’s bad 
luck to be quiet in a hospital,” and their 
S.O.D.A. (Superstition Origin Detector 
Advanced).  These elements proved 
handy when it came to the Global Chal-
lenge segment involving improvisa-
tional performance. 
     Highlights of the week included the 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies, com-
plete with laser light shows and indoor 
fireworks, trading pins, watching chal-
lenges, swimming, and a trip to the 
aquarium. The competition consisted of 
an Instant Challenge (held without an 
audience, and kept secret until after the 
Global Finals were complete) and the 
Central Challenge performance, which 
for the Cabot team was the improvisa-
tional challenge called “Private D.I.” 

 
 
 
     Now that the team is back in Cabot, 
they are free to reveal the Instant Chal-
lenge.  The team had to use materials 
such as wire, paper and other items to 
create bubble-makers, blow bubbles, 
then try to get the bubbles to go 
through hoops. While it was very diffi-
cult, it was also a lot of fun. 
     Although the team’s combined score 
was on the low end, when faced with 
some tough competition, the group’s 
teamwork was something of which they 
can be proud. 
     Here are a few comments from the 
Appraisers: 
     “Members were incredibly polite, 
supportive, and eager to help each other 
out.” 
     “By dividing up the tasks and work-
ing hard, they displayed good time effi-
ciency and productivity.” 
     “Great energy!” 
     “Terrific costumes!” 
     “Great backdrop and sound effects!” 
     “Constant communication between 
members was an awesome way to ex-
change ideas while continuing to work 
hard.” 
     Congratulations to the team for their 
achievements in “Creativity, Teamwork 
and Problem Solving,” as the D.I. motto 
says.  The team wishes to thank the 
families and community for making 
this amazing trip possible. 
 
     Destination Imagination will have new 
challenges and opportunities for new teams 
throughout Vermont in the fall. For informa-
tion, please contact Jane Youngbaer at 454-
7752, and visit www.idodi.org and 
www.creativeimagination.org. 

Local Students Go Global 

LETTERS FROM THE EDITOR 

Cabot students at the Destination Imagina-
tion global finals in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Photo courtesy of Jane Youngbaer. 
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By Anne Nadel 
 

     It is not new information that the 
economy is in poor condition.  It should 
also come as no surprise that there are 
many people in the region who are 
struggling to pay all their bills and still 
feed themselves and their families.  Two 
local agencies are doing everything pos-
sible to help alleviate that problem. 
     Faith In Action, partnered with 
Northern Communities Partnership, 
has established a food shelf in Cabot.  
The food shelf operates out of the United 
Church of Cabot, and was the brainchild 
of the Reverend Bill Cobb.  From one 
man’s concept, the food shelf “has grown 
to include a collaboration of community 
members and groups,” according to 
Kathleen Hoyne of the Cabot Connects 
Mentoring Program, who is also in-
volved with the food shelf.  
     “There are about 15 volunteers in-
volved,” she said. 
     According to Hoyne, anyone in the 
greater Cabot area who has need can 
come get food at the church during food 
shelf hours. People can also get assis-
tance by calling either the church or the 
Cabot Coalition office.  The only things 
food  shelf   visitors   are  asked   is   their  

 
 
 
 

name, how many people are in the fam-
ily, and if there are any special dietary 
requirements (for example, diabetes). 
     Winnie Mundinger runs Marshfield’s 
Onion River Food Shelf, a facility located 
in the Old Schoolhouse Common build-
ing.  This hunger prevention agency also 
serves people from Cabot, as well as 
East Montpelier, Plainfield, North Mont-
pelier, Calais, and of course, Marshfield.  
Like the Faith In Action food shelf, On-
ion River Food Shelf has regular hours, 
and those in need can arrange for help 
by calling Mundinger, as well. 
     Mundinger said the need for food as-
sistance grows throughout the month, 
because many families now have food 
benefits, but those benefits dwindle by 
month’s end. 
     “Some weeks we have as many as 27 
families (use the facility), and some 
weeks we don’t see many, particularly 
early in the month,” she said.  
     The Onion River Food Shelf also does 
a monthly food drop of 5000 pounds of 
food that arrives on a truck from the 
Vermont Foodbank.  This drop is distrib-
uted immediately, and according to 
Mundinger, is usually gone in an hour.  

Other than the drop, visitors to the 
Marshfield facility may come in once 
each month, in order for the food shelf to 
help as many people as possible.  Mund-
inger said in order for people to use the 
Onion River Food Shelf, they simply 
have to show proof of residence. 
     According to Judy Stermer of the 
Barre-based Vermont Foodbank, there 
has been a significant increase in need 
for food assistance this  year.   As  a  re-
sult,  the  Foodbank is helping feed more 
Vermont families than ever before. 
     The Foodbank is the primary source 
for much of the food each of its member 
partners distribute.  These partners in-
clude food shelves, meal sites, after-
school programs and homeless shelters, 
among others.  There are 270 partners of 
this variety, and the Vermont Foodbank 
is the only food bank in the state. 
     Stermer said the partners report an 
increase in user-ship of more than 30 per 
cent in the last ten months.  While some 
food partners report an increase of just a 
few per cent, some are seeing 90 per cent 
more people coming for help. 
     “What we’re seeing is working fami-
lies who, because of lost jobs, home fore-
closure, large medical bills, for a lot of 
reasons, they need help,” she said. 
     She added that the Foodbank itself is 
struggling to meet the need, as much of 

the source of non-profit foundation sup-
port for organizations like the Foodbank 
has dried up in the face of the economic 
downturn. 
     “Because the increase (in hunger) is 
so great, because it has become so acute, 
we are struggling to meet the demand,” 
Stermer explained, adding that one in 
every ten Vermont families are strug-
gling with hunger. 
     The Vermont Foodbank just took part 
in the 2009 Hunger In America pro-
gram, a de facto census about hunger, 
the results of which will be published 
soon.  In 2006, Stermer explained, ap-
proximately 66,000 Vermonters utilized 
the state’s charitable food system.  That 
breaks down to 14,500 accessing emer-
gency food sources each week.  Stermer 
says she expects the 2009 numbers to be 
dramatically higher. 
     Anyone in need of help with food can 
get help by visiting either the Faith in 
Action/Northern Communities Partner-
ship or Onion River Food Shelf.  Faith in 
Action is open the second Wednesday of 
each month from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
the fourth Thursday of the month from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. and can be reached at 
563-2278.  Onion River Food Shelf is 
open every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., and can be reached by call-
ing 426-3254.   

CABOT COMMUNITY 
Food Shelves Fill A Void 

 
 

By Peter Stratman 
 

     In a fond farewell to the Cabot School 
class of 2013 as they begin high school, 
teacher Peter Stratman wrote a tribute 
to each of the graduating eighth–
graders. 
     Dakota Coutu likes to be outside; he 
works on a dairy farm, and loves to 
hunt, and ride his snow machine.  He 
sees his red Organic Valley sweatshirt 
as a badge of honor, though he’s not 
quite sure if he wants to be a farmer.  He 
is adventurous and outgoing.  On our 
canoe trips, he developed his own pad-
dling style by standing up like an Italian 
gondolier.  He’s still working out the 
singing part.  Thankfully, he doesn’t 
mind when his canoe tips.  Dakota hopes 
to join the Vermont Youth Conservation 
Corps and learn in the field. 
     Camden Celley might be described 
by some as quiet and reserved, but don’t 
be fooled by his restrained demeanor.  
From delivering a mischievous glance 
across the table, to giggling like a school-
girl with his sidekick, Josh, Cam is al-
ways up to something.   He is friendly, 
does well in school, and is a great ath-
lete.   He was class treasurer this year, 
and probably still struggles with fund-
raising nightmares.  No doubt, Cam will 
continue his success in high school. We 
look forward to seeing him on the soccer 
field. 
     Jay Deasy is full of surprises.   For 
example, Jay has the special genetic 
adaptation of hollow legs.  We discovered 
this on our trip to Washington, D.C., 
watching him ingest twelve pancakes 
one morning with a repeat performance 
of twelve waffles the next.   Thankfully, 
we had the continental breakfast!   In all 
seriousness, Jay is friendly, helpful, po-
lite, and sincere.  He also loves baseball 
and soccer, and shocks everyone with his 
booming kicks. 
     Josh Hough has grown tremen-
dously in his middle school years.  This 
is significant, considering he was 5’ 9” 
entering the 7th grade!   Josh’s character 
matches his stature: he is friendly, open-
minded, bright and outgoing, and popu-
lar with students and teachers alike.  
Nor is he afraid to try new things... like 
oversized pants, creative haircuts, or 
wearing Sheila’s clothes in literature 
class.   Though he is undeniably goofy, 
when it comes down to it, Josh brings 
maturity and a positive attitude to his 
endeavors. 
 

 
 
 
     Daniel Hoyne-Grosvenor is a lik-
able young man with diverse interests 
and talents.  He’s engaged in academics 
and active in extra-curricular endeavors.  
Daniel helped plan and present last 
year’s Energy Summit; he participates 
with Vermont Rural Partnership pro-
jects, he served as a legislative page, and 
is an avid athlete, especially when it 
comes to skiing and soccer.  Last year, 
Daniel practiced with the varsity soccer 
team, even giving star seniors a run for 
their money.  His outstanding effort on 
the field earned him the loving nick-
name: “Daniel the Maniel.”  Daniel ap-
pears to have his recipe for success fig-
ured out and he’s sure to make an en-
during mark on the world. 
     Taylor Kittredge is an adventurous 
and outgoing young man, an avid hunter 
and loves being outside.  On our leader-
ship canoe trips, Taylor actually liked to 
tip his boat in the beginning of the trip 
just to get it out of the way.   Taylor is 
also curious and willing to try new 
things.   One of his favorite experiences 
in Washington, D.C. was riding the esca-
lators up and down in Union Station.  
Considering the draw, it might be worth 
installing an escalator somewhere here 
in Cabot.   Taylor is an exceptionally 
hard worker, willing to lend a hand at a 
moment’s notice.  Next year Taylor will 
be attending VYCC and perhaps build-
ing a playground for Cabot School. 
     Samantha Lowe  As a teacher, you 
know that you reach students in differ-
ent ways.  I’m not quite clear about my 
influence on Samantha.  For example, 
Sam sometimes breaks out into unex-
plained giggle fits.  At recess, she hides 
in the shadows proclaiming that she 
doesn’t like the sun.  Fortunately, she 
lives in a state with 10 months of winter.  
Perhaps most peculiar, however, is that 
she likes to mimic my motions and ges-
tures while I attempt to teach the class.  
Sam takes class participation to a whole 
new level!  Her attention to detail makes 
her a capable artist, an inventive tech-
nologist, successful student, and served 
her well as the 8th grade class secretary.   
     Timothy Mueller-Harder is a 
multi-talented young man ahead of his 
time.  He’s a gifted writer and a critical 
thinker, who confidently shares his in-
terests and talents.  Whether conducting 
science experiments, playing in the 
band,  or   designing   a   model   printing  
 

 
 
 
press, he’s demonstrated a commitment 
to excellence.  Timothy is also the 8th 
grade’s resident computer programmer 
and graphic designer.  In Washington, 
D.C., we learned that Tim has so much 
to say that he and Jay actually con-
ducted conversations in their sleep.  
Someday, Timothy will likely be running 
a computer company or writing cross-
words for the NY Times.  
     Mazie O’Conner was born with a 
book in her hands.  A voracious reader 
with a near photographic memory, her 
information intake is extensive and im-
pressive, particularly when it comes to 
dinosaurs, dragon mythology, and quan-
tum physics. Mazie is multi-
dimensional, and loves to swim, dance, 
explore nature, and play music.  She is 
happily in control of her journey and has 
a wonderful perspective on the world.  It  
probably  won’t be long before Mazie is 
discovering distant planets or working 
on a cure for cancer, but until then, we’re 
lucky that she’ll still be close by. 
     Maelily Robison is a bright shooting 
star who greets us each day with a 
sleepy smile.  Her upbeat attitude is con-
tagious, and she keeps us on our toes 
with her quirky sense of humor.  Maelily 
has a wide variety of talents and inter-
ests to accompany her fun-loving person-
ality.  She’s a capable writer, basketball 
player, and overall class leader, serving 
as an officer for two years.   She’s also 
courageous, as demonstrated by her will-
ingness to swim the rapids on our canoe 
trips and hit the trails on her mountain 
bike.  Maelily even delivered a speech at 
a televised press conference with Gover-
nor Jim Douglas!  Though we are sad to 
see her move on, we are excited to see 
her make her positive mark on the high 
school. 
     Sebastian King can usually be found 
grinning from ear to ear, flirting with 
girls, and plotting his next move.  Sebas-
tian loves music, and would likely have 
an iPod surgically implanted if it were 
an option.  He is also exceptionally ath-
letic, fueled by an abundance of energy 
and lightening speed.  When he runs, he 
actually leaves a path of fire in his wake.   
He could actually start his own Cabot 
track or cross country team and likely 
take himself to the state championships.  
Sebastian’s upbeat personality will serve 
him well in the future. 
 

     Brooke Tetreault is creative, vi-
brant, and friendly, and she’s had a posi-
tive impact on our middle school commu-
nity.  She persevered this year with a 
blown knee and fortunately is back on 
two legs. She has an affinity for soda, but 
we won’t let the secret get out that she’s 
secretly a Pepsi drinker. In 8th grade, 
students spend a significant amount of 
time exploring career choices.  After 
Brooke’s uncomfortable experience in 
the flight simulator in D.C., she can 
safely eliminate “aviation” from her list 
of possibilities.  She will shine in high 
school and is going to join VYCC next 
year in her freshman year. 
     Jenn Vandenburg is outgoing, crea-
tive, and artistic.  Jenn is definitely up to 
speed with 21st century technology, as 
demonstrated by her maneuvers on the 
computer.  She loves to laugh and have a 
good time, and has earned the nick-
name, “giggles.”  She celebrates her own 
sense of style, particularly when it comes 
to piercings and creative hair color.  She 
definitely isn’t afraid to be a trend setter.  
Jenn may use these skills and interests 
in the future, since she is hoping to ex-
plore cosmetology as a possible career 
choice. 

Good Luck Wishes Offered To Graduating 8th Graders 

      

 
 
It's that time of the year again.  According 
to Michael D. Greenia, Assistant State 
Fire Marshal and Fire Safety Education 
Coordinator and Captain of the Underhill-
Jericho Fire Deparment, the Vermont 
Division of Fire Safety has received nu-
merous questions about fireworks use in 
the state. 
     Greenia writes that despite efforts to 
educate people about the hazards of fire-
works, problems with illegal personal use 
still continue. He explains that some peo-
ple still conduct backyard fireworks dis-
plays despite laws against their use and 
the great danger to themselves and others. 
     Vermont law indicates that the sale, 
possession, use and distribution of con-
sumer fireworks is only legal once a dis-
play permit has been granted by the chiefs 
of police and fire departments of the mu-
nicipality in which the display is to be 
held.. 
     Individuals interested in technical assis-
tance or additional information can visit 
the Division of Fire Safety website at 
www.vtfiresafety.org, or call the Division 
of Fire Safety’s central office at 1-800-640-

Fireworks Safety 
A Priority 
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Folks line up for Ben and Jerry's:  Festival goers line up to sample some free 
Ben & Jerry's ice cream. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

Cabot Festival shuttle:  No school buses or taxis in Cabot!  Dairy fest atten-
dees were shuttled by horse, and then tractor, drawn wagons to the rec field, 
which served as parking lot for the Creamery’s festivities. Photo courtesy of 
Anne Nadel 

Sack races: Young festival attendees take part in some good old-fashioned 
sack races. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

Morning coffee is popular:  Green Mountain Coffee's booth kept a steady 
supply of visitors happy by giving away free cups of assorted coffees, as well 
as packets of ground coffee beans. 
Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

     Visitors were greeted by the 

sound of musicians and the delicious 

smell of fresh-brewed coffee upon 

arrival at the Dairy Festival cele-

brating the cooperative’s 90th birth-

day.  Samples of Vermont food prod-

ucts were offered, including the per-

ennial favorite Ben & Jerry’s ice 

cream, and of course, Cabot Ched-

dar.  More unlikely offerings like 

granola and emu sausage were also 

crowd pleasers. 

     Beside edibles, both the young 

and young-at-heart had plenty of 

old-fashioned games and entertain-

ment to sample.  Burlap bags set 

the stage for sack races, stilts of 

varying heights had folks stepping 

up to try new skills, and a fortune 

teller offered hints of things to 

come. 

     Early in the day, a wagon pulled 

by two Belgian horses took people 

from their Recreation Field parking 

spaces to the Creamery, but as tem-

peratures climbed and the day grew 

hot, the horses were replaced by a 

tractor.  Sunny skies dominated, 

and a good time seemed to be had 

by all. 

Cabot Creamery 
Celebrates Nine Decades 

Alexandra Weller, 3, of Calais, enjoys 
a free cup of Ben & Jerry's ice cream 
at Cabot Creamery's Dairy Fest. 
Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

Cutting the cheese: Cabot Creamery 
Waterbury Annex employee Caroline 
Gagne is artful in her cheese carving. 
Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA! 
From 

 

 
Wishing You And Yours A Happy And Safe Independence Day. 
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Graduation 
Memories 

Salutatorian Julia Gulka and Valedictorian Lillian Alexander perform 
during their graduation ceremony. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

Celebrating graduates toss their mortarboards into the air. Photo courtesy 
of Anne Nadel 

The Cabot School graduating class of 2009. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

True to tradition, parents and friends of graduating seniors serenade the 
class of 2009. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

A rite of passage for Victoria Lynn Harshman, as she moves the tassel on 
her cap from one side to the other. Photo courtesy of Anne Nadel 

 
 

Yard Sale Season Is Here! 
Don’t forget to advertise with the Cabot Chronicle 

Let Everyone Know Your Business. 
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By Toni Lolly 
 

     Rain, rain ...and more rain. I can’t 
mow the back lawn without violating 
the Federal Wetlands Protection Act. 
The little brook near the house is al-
most always silent, but today I can hear 
it from 300 feet away – and it don’t 
sound welcoming. Even the dogs are 
affected. They usually can't wait to get 
outside. When it rains, they take one 
look outside and give me that have-a-
heart look that says they'd rather stay 
inside and sleep. Me too. This high wa-
ter can’t be doing the rivers and bug 
hatches any good, right? Well, not so 
fast: there’s something good about these 
high volume flows. 
     Many years ago I guided fly fisher-
men on New York’s Beaverkill, Wil-
lowemoc and Delaware rivers. Along 
came one of those “hundred year” floods 
and everyone was sure it would be 
many years before the hatches would be 
back up to normal levels. Several guides 
considered taking up golfing or setting 
pins at a local ancient bowling alley. 
But, our fears were unfounded. 
     I ran into Jock Coiningham, a fisher-
ies biologist. He was hired by Trout 
Unlimited to study stream restoration 
needs on the Beaverkill. Many land-
owners who owned tributaries to the 
Beaverkill had been allowed to make 
“improvements” with no oversight. As a 
result, the straight channels they made, 
intended to prevent flooding on their 
property, dumped lots of sediment into 
the Beaverkill – not a good situation. 
     “What do you think?” I asked Jock. 
“About what?” he replied. “How many 
years until the hatches come back to 
this year’s levels? It seems pretty clear 
to me that all the fish and all the insect 
life are being swept away,” I said, waiv-
ing my arms around like a demented 
maestro conducting the 1812 Overture. 
He said, “You may know how to find 
and catch trout, but, you don’t know 
squat about insect habitat needs and I’ll 
bet a case of that Newcastle Brown Ale 
you’re drinking that you’re wrong." 
     He explained that sediment builds 
up over many years. It settles to the 
lowest strata of the stream bed as it fills 
in the spaces between the rocks. Even-
tually it will cover all the rocks, and all 
that remains is a sandy bottom with the 
rocks all but invisible below the sand. 

It’s those same spaces that are habitat 
for the larval and pupa forms of the 
insects that trout depend on. So, in 
short, it reduces the amount of avail-
able insect habitat. The flooding, Jock 
said, would reverse the effect of many 
years of sedimentation. 
     Take a step back and you can see it’s 
the same factor that’s involved with 
deer or bird populations. If you don’t 
have the proper habitat, you can’t have 
the species that depend on that habitat. 
Pretty simple – no? At this point Jock 
predicted that the flood would, in fact, 
improve the hatches, and would do this 
in just two years. Seeing an opportunity 
to drink for free, I pressed the bet to two 
cases of Newcastle. 
     Fast forward two years. The hatches 
came back big-time in numbers that 
hadn’t been seen since the 1950’s. Even 
bugs like the Green Drake, that had 
only been seen a few each year, came 
back big. It was not uncommon to see 
hundreds of Coffin Fly spinners laying 
eggs at dusk. In the case of insect life, 
it’s the high water flows that uncover 
the essential habitat. Old Jock was 
right. 
     If you go down below the power plant 
on RT 215 you'll see a similar situation 
on the upper Winooski. Each time they 
make power, it takes out lots of sedi-
ment. The rocky bottom is what a 
stream bed should look like. Compare 
the stream bed below the power station 
with the stream bed between Marsh-
field and Plainfield. You'll see lots of 
sediment that shouldn't be there. Even 
with high water during snow melt there 
is a lot of sediment remaining. The 
problem is that the stream bank is col-
lapsing into the river because the 
stream banks have been cleared right 
down to the river's edge. 
     So what's the solution? Join the 
Friends of the Winooski River. This 
group does a lot of things to help stabi-
lize the banks and reduce the amount of 
sediment that falls into the river. They 
also monitor river water quality and 
that improves the fishing for the rest of 
us. They also get schools involved so the 
next generation learns about environ-
mental issues. You can find this non-
profit group at www.winooskiriver.org. 
     Post script: Jock, if you’re out there, I 
moved to Vermont before I could pay up 
on our bet but there was no room in the 
truck for your beer so I had to drink it 
before I left. No hard feelings? 

 
 

By Will Walters 
 

     The Town of Cabot is offering a 

reward of $300 for information lead-

ing to the return of a street sign 

which was stolen from in front of the 

home of Larry Gochey on graduation 

night.  The sign warned motorists of 

the possible presence of an handi-

capped individual. 

     Gochey, Cabot’s road commis-

sioner, said the reward is being of-

fered because the town has lost nu-

merous signs, costing the town be-

tween $500 and $1,000 each year, 

and it is hoped a reward might bring 

action to stop the thefts. 

     According to Gochey, he was in his 

home at approximately 2:00 a.m., and 

noticed a foreign car stopped near the 

sign, which was posted in front of his 

house. He said he became suspicious 

and  called  the  state  police, but that  

 

 

 

they did not have any troopers in the 

region at that time. Because of a re-

cent town vote, he was unable to call 

a constable. 

     Gochey said that after he con-

tacted the state police he returned to 

his window to see if he could identify 

the car. He then “noticed a guy stand-

ing at the sign, and then that son of a 

bitch stole the sign,” he said. 

     Gochey noted that a hanging 

flower basket was also stolen from in 

front of the Cabot Village Store that 

same evening. 

     He added that while the town is 

offering the reward for information to 

have the sign recovered, anyone in-

volved in the theft can return it “no 

questions asked.”  Commissioner 

Gochey can be reached at 563-2496. 

Rain 

CABOT COMMUNITY 
Reward Set At $300 For Stolen Sign 

Fourth Annual Cabot “Run the Ridges !” 
Run/Walk A Success 
 

 
 

By Sue Freeburn 
 

     The fourth annual Run the Ridges 

Run / Walk took place in Cabot on Sat-

urday, June 13th, under sunny skies 

with warm temperatures.  A record 40 

runners and walkers departed from the 

town green to traverse up Houston Hill, 

across scenic Churchill Rd., and down 

Bothfeld Hill Rd. back into the center of 

town. 

     Blanche Lamore, longtime Cabot resi-

dent, and Ed Pcolar from the Cabot 

Creamery, jointly started the race, ap-

propriately ringing a cowbell to get eve-

ryone in motion. Rob Maier, one of the 

race’s organizers, noted that Blanche 

was in second grade when the creamery 

was formed 90 years ago! 

     “I’ve never done anything like this 

before,” said Blanche about her partici-

pation in the race. 

 

 

 

 

     The runners commented on the beau-
tiful scenery, the difficulty of running 
the hills, and the kindness of the local 
people.  Participants ranged from Cabot 
residents to folks from Burlington and 
New Hampshire.  Several runners were 
in town for the weekend’s graduation 
celebrations.  After the race, awards 
were given out and a delicious lunch 
was served.  All profits went to Faith in 
Action Northern Communities Partner-
ship, Inc. 
     The Cabot Creamery’s Dairy Fest 
90th birthday celebration was held on 
the same day as the race, so there was al 
ot to see and do in town in addition to 
the race.  Many of the runners headed 
down to the creamery to enjoy the fes-
tivities after the race. 
     The organizers of the race wish to 
thank all the volunteers who helped 
make this a record-breaking turnout. 

Village Common Graced By New Tree  
By Will Walters 

 

     A Liberty Elm tree was planted on 

the common on June 6 at 9 a.m., ac-

cording to Tree Warden Roland “Slim” 

Payne. 

     Payne said the elm was shipped to 

Cabot by the Elm Tree Institute of 

Keene, NH, in response to a $1,000 

donation made by an unnamed indi-

vidual. The tree was provided free to 

the town, the Elm Tree Institute’s 

only requirement being a ceremony 

commemorating the event, including 

the reading of a Thomas Paine poem. 

     Rebecca Nally represented the Rec-

reation Committee and Will Walters 

represented the Conservation Com-

mittee at the ceremony. The local Boy 

Scout troop also participated in the 

event, which earned participating 

members credits toward merit badges.  

The Boy Scouts read the poem “A Lib-

erty Tree” by Thomas Paine for the 

dedication. 

     The tree was planted between the 

two   maple   trees   alongside   Main 

 

 
 

 Street. Jeff, Rita, Daniel and Mat-

thew Durgin helped dig the hole in 

which the tree was planted. Hank 

Nally also helped. When the hole was 

nearly deep enough to set the tree, a 

large slate rock was uncovered and a 

quick loan of a sledge hammer from 

Harry’s Hardware was needed to 

break it up in order that it was not 

necessary to dig a new hole. 

     Payne also had two metal plaques 

made to memorialize the event.  The 

plaques will be set at a later date. 

Ladies Only Bow Hunting Class Offered  
 

     Every day, women are demonstrating 
that they are increasingly aware of the 
many outdoor opportunities offered by 
living in Vermont.  With increasing 
awareness comes increasing demand for 
exposure and training.  The Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department is now of-
fering a "Ladies Only" Bow Hunter Edu-
cation class that will be instructed by, 
you guessed it, a woman. 
     "We are excited that we have several 
very experienced and knowledgeable 
female instructors in both hunter educa-
tion and aquatic programs such as Let's 
Go Fishing," said Information Specialist 
Ann Shangraw, 
     Shangraw continued, "We're adding 
an average of two female instructors a 
year, and it's our goal to increase this 
average.  

 
 

     Typically, learning experiences are 
enhanced for women when taught by 
the same gender.  Everyone should feel 
completely comfortable in a learning 
environment, and that's what we're try-
ing to provide."  
     Demands have increased during the 
last year for women's programs, ranging 
from ice fishing and Doe Camp to Be-
coming an Outdoors Woman, according 
to Shangraw. 
     The "Ladies Only" Bow Hunter Edu-
cation class will be held Saturday, Au-
gust 8, 2009, from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m. at the Edward Kehoe Conservation 
Camp in Castleton, Vermont.    Regis-
tration is required and will be open July 
13, 2009.  Please call (802) 241-3720 or 
email  Shangraw at ann.shangraw@ 
state.vt.us for more information.  

     Cabot's Annual 4th Of July Cele-

bration is approaching and The Par-

ent Teacher Student Organization 

(PTSO) is seeking community help 

for its annual Rummage and Yard 

Sale. 

     PTSO members are seeking the 

following items for the sale: clean 

clothes in good condition only, and 

yard sale items, excluding books, 

electronics and computers. 

     Donated items can be brought to 

the Cabot School gym July 1, 2, and 3 

from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.   

     The Rummage and Yard Sale will 

be held July 4, from 8:00 a.m. until 

3:00 p.m.  Rummage items will be 

sold at a cost of $3 per bag.  Yard sale 

items will be priced individually. 

     Volunteers are needed to run this 

event.  Individuals who are interested 

in helping should call Mary Carpen-

ter, event organizer at 563-9965.  

Cabot PTSO Hosts Annual Rummage And Yard Sale 
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By Anne Nadel 
 

     Domestic dogs are, scientifically, a 

subspecies of the Grey Wolf family, and 

like the wolf, have legion loyal fans.  

Just when dogs were actually domesti-

cated is the subject of scholarly debate, 

but images of dogs working with hunt-

ers grace numerous prehistoric cave 

images.  One thing is certain, domestic 

dogs are, and have been, among the 

most widely kept working and compan-

ion animals in human history. 

     While most people think of dogs as 

warm, affable, and often comic animal 

friends, in many places they are still 

very much working animals.  From 

hunting to herding to police work, many 

breeds like the German Shepherd, Bor-

der Collie and Australian Cattle Dog 

excel in many tasks, including keeping 

livestock in line, locating missing per-

sons, and sniffing out drugs and explo-

sives.    

     Human beings’ brains are dominated 

by the centers that control visual input.  

Dogs’ brains, on the other hand, are 

dominated by the use and processing of 

their senses of smell.  As a result, new 

canine talents seem to be discovered 

almost daily.  In recent years, dogs have 

been discovered to have an uncanny 

ability to sense when people with sei-

zure disorders are about to have a sei-

zure, when a person has cancer, and 

more recently, when a Type I diabetic is 

about to suffer a dangerous change in 

blood sugar.  It is believed by many sci-

entists that their senses of smell play 

an important role in all of these skills. 

     Other dogs assist people with special 

physical needs in a wide variety of 

ways.  Certain breeds have long ex-

celled as guide dogs for the blind, in-

cluding Labrador and Golden Retriev-

ers.  Hearing dogs alert their human 

partners to sounds.    Mobility assist 

dogs are trained to assist people with 

disabilities, even learning to open and 

close doors and turn off lights.  They 

can also help pull a wheelchair.  Walker 

dogs are trained to assist those who 

have challenges to their balance.  Some 

of these dogs are trained to use their 

paw to hit a button on a console and call 

9-1-1 in case of an emergency.   

     Dogs are also frequently teamed 

with people with either a psychiatric 

disorder or autism.  These dogs often 

forge connections that help their hu-

man counterparts feel safe and more 

able to reach out to the world around 

them.  All of these varieties of Service 

Dog, as they are collectively known, are 

permitted by law anywhere people go, 

unlike your average front porch pooch. 

     There is something comforting about 

the presence of any dog, for most ani-

mal lovers.  Not only are they antic and 

entertaining, they are often highly pro-

tective of their people.  At the very least, 

most will bark when someone ap-

proaches who is not in their family 

pack.  And of course, most domestic 

dogs see their human beings as their 

pack. 

     The saying “three dog night” origi-

nated not, as many people think, with a 

rock band in the late 1960s, but rather  

 

 

 

 

 
as a reference to an old saying.  Appar-

ently, when someone who lived in arctic 

climates encountered a particularly cold 

night, it was said he should bring in 

three sled dogs to keep the bed warm at 

night.  Perhaps this is still a commonly 

held belief, or should be, here in Ver-

mont, when some winter nights can be 

dauntingly chilly.  Certainly, many peo-

ple keep multiple dogs as pets. 

     In reality, dogs are social creatures, 

taking their pack relationship where 

they can get it, which explains their 

fierce devotion to their human families.  

This writer has almost always had mul-

tiple dogs, which has both good and bad 

sides.  They do not get lonely when we 

are away for any length of time, and 

they all have different roles in the pack.  

The senior dog is an elderly male 

pointer cross.  He is the cranky but lov-

able Alpha male, and grew up with our 

younger child.  Alpha female sits on the 

shoulders of the enormous female Lab-

rador Cross.  She is also ruler of the free 

world and protector of the castle.   

     The youngest is a pit-bull mix a good 

friend rescued from an almost certain 

death on the streets of New York City.  

She came to us malnourished and 

abused.  Today she is truck dog, at my 

husband’s side everywhere he goes.  

And boy, can she protect the truck.  At 

home, she is the baby of the pack, toler-

ated and even indulged by the other 

two, knowing just when to grovel in 

front of the cranky one and lick obsequi-

ously at his face.  On the other hand, 

the two older dogs had long gotten over 

the need to get in the trash every time 

we went out until this younger dog ar-

rived.  She reintroduced them to the 

skill’s enchantments, probably because 

when she was on the streets, foraging 

in trash was her only way to get food.  

Unfortunately, it’s a game which, three 

years hence, they still all like to play. 

We have tried every trainer’s trick to 

stop this behavior, but to no avail.  We 

love our dogs, so we tolerate it, grudg-

ingly.   

     Whether you are one of those who 

prefers to buy a purebred dog from a 

breeder (something this writer does not 

endorse, for a variety of reasons that 

would take far too much space to write) 

or loves the gratitude and joy in the 

eyes of the dog who gets to call your 

home a forever home after time spent in 

a shelter or rescue, there is a dog out 

there for everyone.  There are non-

allergenic dogs, hairless dogs, shaggy 

dogs, bark-less dogs, small dogs, enor-

mous dogs, swimming dogs, running 

dogs, lounging around dogs. 

     Mark Twin said, “The dog is a gen-

tleman; I hope to go to his heaven, not 

man's.”  To our dogs, wherever we are is 

their heaven.  In their eyes, you can 

find absolution and unconditional love.   

Our Animal Companions 
Dogs 

Lilac Dedicated To Franny Walbridge  

By Will Walters 
 

     Friends, family and co-workers at-
tended a ceremony during a light rain 
on Sunday, May 24.  The ceremony 
marked the dedication of a lilac bush, on 
the grounds of the Cabot Creamery, to 
Frances Walbridge. Walbridge, who 
died in 2007, worked for the Creamery 
for 43 years, from 1963 to 2006.   Lester 
Walbridge, Ms. Walbridge’s nephew, led 
the remembrances, followed by com-
ments from Linda Walbridge, sister of 
the late Ms. Walbridge. 

 
 

 
     The bush is located at the Human 
Resources building across the parking 
lot from the visitor’s center. More than 
$300 was donated by employees of the 
creamery to purchase the bush, which 
cost $100. The remaining $200 will be 
used to maintain a memorial garden 
near the visitors’ center.  This garden 
features plaques dedicated to the mem-
ory of deceased creamery employees. 

Apollo relaxes and reads the Chronicle while Kathleen Hoyne holds it in 

place for him. Photo courtesy of Will Walters. 

 

By Mike Clark 
 

     For 29 years, Craftsbury has hosted 
the Big Hosmer Soccer Camp.  This 
summer, June 29-July 3 and August 10-
14 will mark the camp’s 30th anniver-
sary. Big Hosmer features experienced, 
enthusiastic coaches creating an atmos-
phere designed to foster skill develop-
ment, game knowledge, camaraderie 
and fun. There is still room for players 
in both sessions. 
     The camp runs from 9:00 a.m. until 
3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and 
meets on the Common in Craftsbury.   
Dustan and Sterling College fields are 
also used. Five age groups accept coed 
players, ages 7- to 17-years old. Players 
need to bring their own lunch; water is 
provided, and the $150 registration in-
cludes a camp ball and shirt. 
Head coaches this June include Mark 
May,  who  has  guided  numerous,  suc- 

 

cessful Stowe teams and Vermont Lion’s 
Cup Twin State teams to victory versus 
New Hampshire. Other coaches include 
Miles Etter, Sunrise Conference Coach 
of the Year for 3 seasons as leader of the 
Lyndon State College women; Thom 
Costello, former New York State player 
and now Twinfield boys coach; Jay Baitz 
of Barre City, who will instruct the goal-
ies; Danny Etter, 4 year standout for 
Guildford College in South Carolina and 
Mike Clark, who with Bruce Aschen-
bach, initiated the very first Big Hosmer 
Soccer Camp. Bruce is also credited 
with promoting girls soccer in Vermont 
as a high school sport. Current college 
players and Big Hosmer alumni will 
serve as assistant coaches. Mike Clark 
continues to be Camp Director. For 
more camp information, contact Mike at 
563-2216 or mjcabc@yahoo.com. 

Big Hosmer Soccer Camp 
Celebrates 30th Year 

The Joys of Summer. Farm league baseball has begun for the season. Here 

Rider Lalomia lets fly a high ball towards home plate. Photo courtesy of 

Will Walters 



Twin Valley Senior 
Center News 

 

 

This photo is the first in a series of pictures from your community. If 
you know where this picture was taken, send your answer to our editor, 
Anne Nadel, at editor@cabotchronicle.org. The answer and winner will 
be announced in our next edition of the Cabot Chronicle—The voice of 
your community. 

~ OR ~ 

If you have a photo of an unusual or unique feature of your community, 
we would love to see it. Send your entry to our editor as well. All sub-
missions become the property of the Cabot Chronicle. 

NOTICE OF AN AMENDMENT 
OF THE ORDINANCE REGULATING  
THE DISPOSAL OF WASTEWATER  

AND THE USE OF THE 
PUBLIC WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

IN THE TOWN OF CABOT, VERMONT 

By Will Walters 
 

     The Friends of the Library spon-

sored guided tours of eight local gar-

dens Saturday, June 20, from 1:00 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The sign up table 

at the library had 13 people enrolled 

to take part in the tours.  The event 

was a fund-raiser to support the 

Cabot public library. The money 

was raised through the sale of maps 

of the tours.  This year, the sale net-

ted a minimum of $157. 

     The Cabot Blooms Garden Tour 

was self guided for visitors who 

went from site to site at their lei-

sure. Land-owners met guests at 

their gardens and provided them 

with information for their visit. 

 
     Cynthia Russell’s garden sur-
rounds a house that was built in 

1789.  She hosted visitors for what 
was called a “woodmans’ stroll” 
through a largely wooded area that 
had a well laid out path through it.   
Russell said she hoped to enroll 
more gardeners for the event. 

     In addition to Russell, the gar-
deners who participated were Rich-
ard Ducharme, Mary Belenky, 
Sandy Ducharme, Velma Urban, 
Henry Menard, Gemma Yamamoto, 

Betty Baker and Lassie Rathbone. 
     Any gardeners interested in par-
ticipating in next year’s event can 
contact Russell by e-mail at 
zynia13@yahoo.com. 
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Friends of the Library 
Sponser Garden Tour 

LIBRARY NEWS          ARTS SCENE 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

     Once again 

Cabot’s students 

h a v e  l e ap t 

ahead of the 

crowd. Last 

week I got to witness a truly re-

markable event in this little town. I 

actually didn’t get to see the inside 

of Cabot’s new performance center 

until the concert was over. The rea-

son being the turnout for the last 

performance of the year was over-

whelming and “SRO”. “O” meaning 

outside. But from outside I could 

see the professional setting of the 

stage and bandstand that had been 

created with the sweat and money 

of the community. It reminded me 

of a project in my town of Roxbury, 

MA, started by a lady known as 

Elma Lewis, a center for the Arts, 

born out of the community. The 

mixture of stage, bandstand and 

seating areas gave you that feeling 

of a little Carnegie Hall, where you 

can mix the music with the art of 

acting and singing all at one time, 

getting them all to blend together 

without missing a beat. 

     All this was only half of the en-

chantment for the evening. I have to 

say, since the last time I heard the 

children of Cabot, they have come a 

long way. Did their new home have 

anything to do with this? Probably 

so. But my money is on the school’s 

music director Brian Boise. His pa-

tience,  skill  and  pure  enthusiasm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
has brought these children, ages 6 

to high school age, so much further. 

One thing I first noticed about all 

the bands was that they played so 

confidently, smooth and with the 

same pure enthusiasm Brian 

brought to the bandstand in him-

self. And you just don’t get music. 

These children have made leaps and 

bounds in their execution of each 

song and act. We were treated to 

the expanded version of their tal-

ents. There were shadow puppets, 

there were singers, there were ac-

tors and actresses, there were sto-

ries written by the students them-

selves. 

     Just what I heard and what I 

saw on the faces of the performers 

gave me plenty of evidence that 

Cabot had made a VERY good deci-

sion in investing in their new home 

for the performance center. I urge 

all towns with music and arts pro-

grams to keep and expand on them. 

And those towns that don’t, beg, 

borrow, pitch in, and roll up your 

sleeves to get your children a pure 

method of education and the best 

way to expand a person’s intellect 

and imagination. My hat’s off to the 

children of Cabot.  And to Brian 

Boise “Push it up, Push it up!!!!!” 
 

Peace and Hairgrease, 

Kenny B 

Musical 
Notes 
 

A New Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     On June 16, 2009 the Selectboard 

of the Town of Cabot, authorized by 

24 V.S.A. § 1976, hereby amended 

the Ordinance Regulating the Dis-

posal of Wastewater and the Use of 

the Public Wastewater System in the 

Town of Cabot, Vermont, and is sum-

marized as follows: 
 

     The Board of Wastewater Com-

missioners is dissolved and all refer-

ences to it are eliminated throughout 

the ordinance.  All duties formerly 

assumed by the commissioners, enu-

merated in the subsections of the or-

dinance, are hereinafter transferred 

to the Cabot Selectboard and its des-

ignated agents. 
 

     With the dissolution of the Com-

mission, the Town Treasurer shall be 

the treasurer of the Wastewater sys-

tem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     References to past construction, 

allocation, and connection deadlines 

which are no longer applicable have 

been removed. 
 

     These amendments will take effect 

August 15, 2009, unless a petition 

signed by at least five per cent (5%) of 

the qualified voters of Cabot is filed 

with the Town Clerk by July 30, 2009, 

at 5:00 p.m., asking for a vote to disap-

prove this ordinance amendment un-

der 24 V.S.A. §  1973.  If a petition is 

received, qualified voters may vote on 

that question at a Special Meeting 

duly warned by the Cabot Select 

Board.  The full text of this amend-

ment is available for inspection at the 

Cabot Town Clerk’s Office.  For fur-

ther information, call Caleb Pitkin, 

Select Board Chair, at 802-563-9965. 

WHERE IN THE…..? 

Do You Know Where This Is? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By Marvie Domey 
 

     Summer is off to a slow start, but 

things are booming and blooming at 

the Senior Center. 

     The Meals on Wheels program 

now serves nearly 150 meals 

weekly.  TVSI is actively seeking a 

volunteer to cook for a couple of 

hours a week in order to keep the 

meal inventory supplied.  Interested 

individuals should call the center, 

or   come   to   a  meal   on   Monday,  

 

 

 

Wednesday,  or Friday at Old 

Schoolhouse Common, and join the 

volunteers who serve there. TVSI is 

also seeking people to serve on the 

organization’s Board of Directors. 

     There are several events sched-

uled for July at the Center.  On July 

4, TVSI will host a Huge Yard Sale 

in Plainfield, on Route 2, in the field 

across from Tim's Convenience Cen-

ter.  Items are still being collected 

and you may call 454-1263 to ar-

range for pick-up. 

     A Foot Clinic is scheduled for 

July 13.  Participants need to regis-

ter by calling the center.  The fee is 

$15. 

     July 29 will be Family Day at the 

Center.  Guests are invited to bring 

a family member or friend to share 

a meal and enjoy fellowship. 

 

For information about 

the Center call 426-3447. 

SENIOR NEWS 



CLASSIFIEDS 
 
 

 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Firewood - Green.  
Delivery within 10 mi. of village. 
$165/cord . 563-2369. 
 

FOR FREE 
 

 

Free Bunnies - 6 Friendly caged 
bunnies, approximately 9 weeks old. 
Not sure what gender they are. Will 
try to find out upon request. Please 
contact Rita or Jeff Durgin after 5pm 
or leave a message, 563-2826.  

HELP WANTED 
 

Wanted- 
ambitious, driven self-starter to sell ad-
vertising for the Cabot Chronicle.  We 
will not discriminate based on age, as 
long as you are old enough to drive and 
young enough to have a pulse.  Retirees 
fine, particularly anyone with some ex-
perience in sales.  Must have own car and 
be able to govern your time independ-
ently.  This is an independent contractor, 
commissioned position.  Please send 
brief resume and contact information to 
editor@cabotchronicle.org, with “ad 
sales” in the subject line.  
 
 

 

 

HELP WANTED 
 

Wanted- 
experienced, talented writers to write 
articles for the Cabot Chronicle.  Knowl-
edge of Associated Press style a definite 
plus, functional literacy a must.  May 
waive experience qualifications with 
high-quality writing sample submissions.  
Must be able to tolerate editing and criti-
cism without rancor.  A large vocabulary 
is a plus, but the ability to express your-
self clearly is the most important thing.  
This is a freelance, independent contrac-
tor job.  Please send resume and queries 
to editor@cabotchronicle.org, with 
“writer” in subject line.   
 
 

Classified ads are 10 cents per word, for a 
minimum of $2 (not including help wanted 
or employment classifieds). For full details see 
our media kit at www.cabotchronicle.org  

or contact us at 563-3338  
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Wed, 7/1 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, Montpelier Recreation Field, 
Elm St., Montpelier, 6:30 pm. The Ver-
mont Mountaineers is a collegiate base-
ball program and the organization has 
grown into one of the most popular 
summer events in central Vermont. 
Tickets $5 at the gate for adults, $3 for 
seniors, students, and military. Info:  
thevermontmountaineers.com. 
 

Thurs, 7/2 
Summer Dinner Series, Cabot 
United Church, 5:30-7 pm, FREE, do-
nation appreciated, take-outs available, 
choice of steak (grilled or simmered) or 
chicken, baked potato, vegetable, rolls, 
beverage, and dessert.  Info:  563-2278. 
 

Fri, 7/3 
4th of July in Montpelier, on the State 
House lawn: 3:00-4:00 PM No Strings 
Marionettes Company performs “The 
Treasure Hunt”, 4:30-5:30 PM Starline 
Rhythm Boys, 7:30-8:00 PM Catamount 
Pipe Band, 8:00-9:00 St. Johnsbury 
Band, FANTASTIC FIREWORKS DIS-
PLAY at 9:30 PM, 3pm – 10 pm: Food 
and craft vendors, demonstrations and 
children’s activities. For info: 223-9604. 
 

Zipline at Sugarbush,  Warren: 2 
rides for $15. Soar through the air on 
the new 800' Sugarbush zipline, located 
at Lincoln Peak.  You don’t need wings 
to fly, and it's totally safe!   Also: rock 
climbing wall, tennis courts, indoor and 
outdoor pools, driving range, disc golf 
course, lift service, downhill mountain-
biking, hiking and more!  Info: 534-
8427. 
 

Fri, 7/3-5 
July 4th at Burke, fireworks and chair 
lift rides on Burke Mt., concerts 
(including the Vermont Philharmonic), 
fiddlers contest and workshops, Burk-
lyn Arts Council juried Vermont craft 
fair, BBQ chicken dinner in the park, 
train rides with political comedian 
Danny Gore, Teddy Roosevelt re-
enactor, Northeast Kingdom Farmers' 
Markets and more.  Info: 626-5836. 
 

Sat, 7/4 
July 4th Celebration in Peacham, 
8:30a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   8:30, Horseshoe 
tournament; 11:30 parade, noon to 1:00 
p.m. BBQ Lunch and Fire Fighters 
Games;12:30 to 2:00 p.m., Parker Hill 
Road Band; 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., black-
smith demos; 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., water 
slide and games for kids; 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m., Gary Darling/Steve Wright Duo 
and Library book sale; 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., 
Ghost Walk Presentations, Cemetery; 
4:00 to 4:30 p.m., Declaration of Inde-
pendence; 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., Pig Roast 
and Strawberry Shortcake Supper.  
Info: 592-3218. 

Sun, 7/5 
Zipline at Sugarbush,  Warren,: see 
7/3. 
 

Tues, 7/7 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Thurs, 7/9-12 
Androcles and the Lion, Vermont 
Children's Theater, 2283 Darling Hill 
Road, Lyndonville, Thurs, Fri, Sat 7 
p.m., Sun 2 p.m.  A musical version of 
Aesop’s fable, performers are all local 
children.  Info: 626-5358. 
 

Fri, 7/10 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Fri, 7/10-12 
Stoweflake Hot Air Balloon Festi-
val, Stowe. The morning launches are 
complimentary for all visitors, admis-
sion for the evening festival events is $8 
(children 12 and younger, free).  In-
cludes children's corner, live band, great 
food and drink, balloon launches, and 
tethers!  Launch as follows: Fri. 6:30 
p.m., Sat. 6:30 a.m., Sat. 6:30 p.m., Sun 
6:30 a.m.  Info: 253-2232. 
 

Sat, 7/11 
Antiques and Uniques, Craftsbury, 
admission free.  More than 100 vendors 
of antiques and collectibles, jewelry 
makers, quilters, potters, woodworkers, 
craftspeople and artisans. Bake sale 
tent and grill.   Great live music, and 
free children's activities. Donation for 
parking.  Info: 655-0006. 
 

Catamount Arts Annual Garden 
Tour, tour gardens all over the North-
east Kingdom. Info: 748-2600. 
 

Bicycle Fixer-Upper Day / Cookout, 
965 Mackville Rd. Hardwick, 5-9pm, 
admission free.  Is your bicycle in need 
of some repair?  Bring it for free repairs, 
and advice about how to maintain it. 
Info:  917-224-7216, or 472-5509. 
 

Mon, 7/13-17 
Mommy & Me Sheep & Wool Week, 
Vermont Grand View Farm (1638 
Scales Hill Rd), Admission, M-F 10am-
2:30pm.  Fiber filled week for children 
ages 7-11 and their mothers.  Info: 685-
4693. 
 

Tues, 7/14 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Thurs, 7/16 
The Wizard of Oz at Hyde Park Opera 
House, $18 adult, $12 student/senior, A 
theatrical version of the classic film.  
Thurs. and Fri. 7 p.m., Sat 2 p.m., Sun 7 
p.m.  Info: 888-4507 
 

Thurs, 7/16 
Summer Dinner Series, Cabot United 
Church, 5:30-7 pm, see 7/2. 
 

A Murder, A Mystery, and A Mar-
riage, 7/16 - 8/2,  Lost Nation Theatre, 
Montpelier;  Based on Mark Twain's 
short story "A Murder, a Mystery, and a 
Marriage."  Mixing comedy and romance 
with healthy portions of suspense, evil 
villains and strangers, this hilarious mu-
sical is a fabulously fun time for the en-
tire family.  Info: 229-0492. 
 

Fri, 7/17 
Roseanne Cash Concert, Fuller Hall, 
St. Johnsbury, 8:00p.m.  For tickets, call 
Catamount Arts, 758-2600. 
 

Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Wed, 7/22 
Lake Monsters, Burlington, 1:05 p.m., 
$7 adult, the only midday, home game of 
the season.  Info: 655-4200 or vermont-
lakemonsters.com. 
 

Beatrix Potter Revisited, 7 p.m., 
Cabot Historical Society:   Using books, 
props and bibliography, Helene Lang 
presents the life of Beatrix Potter, high-
lighting her artistic talent, writing ability 
and years as a countrywoman raising 
Herdwick sheep. Info: 563-3396. 
 

Thurs, 7/23 
"Grandpa's Sleeve" (a "Tricks with 
Stuff" workshop), 7 pm, Donation, 
Greensboro Free Library.  Rob Mermin, 
founder of Circus Smirkus, presents a 
hands-on "magic class" of easy-to-do 
tricks, stunts, puzzles and homemade 
amusements especially for grandpar-
ents, aunts and uncles, teachers and 
parents. Bring a notebook but keep little 
kids at home: this time is fun for adults 
only (teens welcome too). 
 

Fri, 7/24-26 
Lamoille County Field Days, Hyde 
Park, 10 a.m., 1-day $8, 3-days $18.  A 
traditional agricultural fair with exhib-
its, entertainment, demonstrations and 
midway rides.  Info: 635-7113. 
 

Sun, 7/26 
Lake Monsters, Burlington, 5:05 
p.m.,$7 adult.  Info: 655-4200 or ver-
montlakemonsters.com. 
 

Tues, 7/28 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Wed, 7/29 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Thurs, 7/30 
Summer Dinner Series, Cabot United 
Church, 5:30-7 pm, see 7/2. 
 

Fri, 7/31 
Vermont Mountaineers Home 
Game, see 7/1. 
 

Ongoing: 
 

Farmer's Market, Danville, On the 
Green, fresh veggies, Vermont-made 
products, crafts and more, every 
Wednesday 9 a.m. – noon. 
 

Groton Growers Summer Market, 
Veterans Memorial Park, every Satur-
day 9-noon.  Info:  584-3595. 
 

Hardwick Farmers Market, Granite 
Junction - Route 15, local produce, 
baked goods, crafts, every Friday 
through fall 3 - 6 p.m.  Info: 472-5906. 
 

Lyndonville Farmers Market, 1000 
Broad St.  Fresh local vegetables, beef, 
milk, baked goods, maple syrup, Sun-
days through fall 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

St Johnsbury Caledonia Farmers 
Market, Downtown St. Johnsbury, 
locally grown, homemade baked goods, 
Vermont-made crafts, every Saturday 
though fall 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 

Band Concerts in the Park, Band-
stand, Monument Square (Main 
Street), St. Johnsbury, Mondays, 7:30--
8:30 p.m. Donation, Info:  748-8891 
 

Concerts at Bandstand Park all 
summer in Lyndonville, 7 p.m. every 
Wednesday evening, throughout the 
summer. 
 

Concerts On The Green in Danville, 
7 p.m.  Starting July, every Sunday 
through August. Featuring various local 
bands, donations are appreciated. In the 
event of rain, the concerts move into the 
Danville United Methodist Church, also 
located on the Green. 
 

Summer movie nights in Montpe-
lier, every Friday night beginning July 
10 at dusk (8:30 p.m.), at the Vermont 
College of Fine Arts on the green on 
College St, movies appropriate for all 
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New Homes ● Garages & Garage Doors ● Renovations 

Excavation ● Septic Systems ● Stone Walls 

Stump Removal, Driveways & Lawn Repairs ● Driveway Plowing 

1-802-563-2101     JChristmanConst@aol.com      Shop Local 

HEATING  & COOLING 
 

Fred Ducharme 
Service and Installation of 

Oil Furnaces 
Licensed & Insured 
Cabot, VT - 563-2102 

3/10 

 

John A Hammer, Jr. 
Plumbing & Heating 

Repairs, renovations, new work 
Licensed & Insured 

Quality Work– Reasonable Rates 
P.O. Box 65, Cabot, VT 

563-2680 
3/10 

 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

Wright & Son 
Construction from the Ground Up 
Excavation/Building/Construction 

Site Clearing, Foundations, 
Carpentry, Heating, Plumbing, 

Siding, Roofing, etc. 
Cabot, VT  - 563-2597 

4/10 
 

CHILDCARE 
 

Happy Hugs 
Family Daycare 

Come and play with us! Fenced in 

yard, large indoor play area, lots of 

games and crafts and within  

walking distance to Cabot School.  

Meals and snacks provided.  

VT registered daycare provider.  

Contact Angela Ward at 563-3056 or 

happyhugsfamilydaycare@gmail.com 

Open Mon-Fri 6:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
5/10 

 

 

 

MAINTENANCE 
 

Cabot Heights Cleaning 
Services & Property 
Maintenance RLLP 
Light Construction, Yard Care, 
Snow Plowing and much more! 

802-563-2397 (direct) 
802-274-6646 (cell) 

www.cabotheights.com 
Mark & Brigitte Codling, Owners 

10/09 
 

Cedar Brook Farm 
Brush Hogging &  

Custom Tractor Work 
Tony Palmiero 
802-472-6503 

East Hardwick, VT 
10/09 

 

Dunham Brothers 
Painting 

Member of the Green Mountain 
Chapter of the PDCA 
(Painting & Decorating 
Contractors of America) 
and National Guild 

of Professional Paperhangers. 
Office (802) 426-4077 
Fax (802) 426-4037 

dbp@charterinternet.com 
10/09 

 
 

MECHANICS 
 

Cabot Garage, Inc. 
3012 Main St. 

Cabot, VT 05647 
802-563-2270 

Mike & Ann Cookson, Owners   3/10 
 

SURVEYING 
 

Sunwise Surveying 
Specializing In Boundary Surveying 
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire 

193 McKinstry Rd. 
Cabot, VT  - 426-3025        6/10 

LOCAL DIRECTORY 

Let Everyone Know Your Business 
 

Have your business listed with us in the 

Local Directory. Contact us at 563-3338 

or at editor@cabotchronicle.org. 


