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Hardware Store Changes Hands 2013 National Black History Theme:

At the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality:
The Emancipation Proclamation and March on Washington

________

LAY

Harry’s Hardware finally has new ownership, and plans are moving forward!

The Searles family took ownership of
Main Street's Harry's Hardware build-
ing on Friday, December 7. Bobby and
Stephany Searles, owners of Cabot Vil-
lage Store, participated in the Hirchak
auction on August 15, but were outbid
by David Spooner, owner of Spooner
Specialties in Montpelier. When that
deal fell through, the Searles' had the
opportumty to acqmre the store. A
spring reopening is planned, but in the
meantime, some useful inventory will
be moved to the Cabot Village Store.
Look for new selections, including
household goods, oils, lubricants, shov-
els, gloves, hats, etc. The Searles' plan
to maintain the hardware business, and
would like to hear from community
members about what items they need
on a regular basis so they can build a
stock that is useful to the community.

The Searles’s are working on bring-
ing gasoline back as soon and as com-
petitively as possible.

There will be a suggestion box at the
village store, and they encourage you to
tell them what you think, what you
want to see and what is important to
you . As always the Searles family
wants to serve Cabot and surrounding
communities to the best of their ability,
so your input will be helpful for either
store. There are many possibilities mov-
ing forward for this new business ven-
ture. Contact Bobby or Stephany
through the suggestion box or e mail
to cabotvillagestore@gmail.com with
any comments, suggestions, questions,
ideas or interest.

And remember - if you want a hard-
ware store in Cabot, it's important to
shop there. Let the Searles’ know what
you need, and then purchase it there.
You can save drive time and gasoline by
buying local, and your patronage 1is
what makes the difference between a
stable village or abandoned, empty
buildings. The power is in our wallet.

Community and Church,
Church and Community

By Gwendolyn Hallsmith

Little white churches shape our men-
tal image of New England villages —
picture postcards capture the bucolic
streetscape, taking us back to a simpler
time. In many of our towns, the church
was the first community building con-
structed — they often predate the town
halls, schools, and other public facilities.
Historians have noted that the church
in New England was the gathering
point, the place where community
formed.

Our traditions of town meeting, and
of municipal government itself, go back
to these little white churches. Back in
England, the church kept the vital re-
cords, and taxed people for the support
of the minister and buildings according
to the property they owned. When the
first settlers came here, the church
maintained this practice, and over time
played even a more important role,
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shaping the life of the early communi-
ties in critically important ways.

The revolutionary new religion that
led the Pilgrims here was exceptional in
that the churches believed that pastors
should be called by the congregation
rather than being appointed by the
church hierarchy. The town meeting
form of church, in other words, was an
important part of the inspiration for the
town meeting form of government.

In other parts of the world, municipal
governments do not have the same role
as they do in Vermont towns. The
budgets come from central government,
and the vital records are kept at large
urban centers, far from the farm fields
of small towns. In some places, even
the town leadership is appointed by the
central governments; town meeting
form of government seems like a fairy
tale from a distant planet.

(See Cabot Church, page 5)
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A Long History

When Carter G. Woodson established
Negro History week in 1926, he realized
the importance of providing a theme to
focus the attention of the public. The
intention has never been to dictate or
limit the exploration of the Black experi-
ence, but to bring to the public's atten-
tion important developments that merit
emphasis. The theme for 2013 is: At
the Crossroads of Freedom and
Equality: The Emancipation Procla-
mation and the March on Washing-
ton. For more information about this
year's focus and facts about past and
future initiatives, click on http:/
www.asalh.org/blackhistory
themes.html.

The Abolitionist Map of America

Part of a Series called American Ex-
perience, Public Broadcasting System
has produced a three-part film called
The Abolitionists and an interactive map
to record key events in a story the film-
makers call a "transformative moment
in American history that stemmed from
the actions of ordinary individuals." It is
the story about how five abolitionist al-
Lies turned a despised fringe movement
against chattel slavery into a force that
literally changed the nation.

Explore the story of the abolitionist
movement in America through the inter-
active map. Dozens of museums, institu-
tions and PBS stations have partnered
with American Experience to bring
you archival images, documents and
videos related to abolitionism.

The Vermont Story
The Leahy Library at the Vermont

History Center in Barre (part of Ver-

mont Historical Society) has been adding

images to this new online map of the

U.S. abolitionist movement. Here are

some highlights:

e birthplace and school of the great
abolitionist Thaddeus Stevens, 1792-
1868 (see Danville and Peacham)

e Addison County Courthouse where
Judge Theophilus Harrington de-
manded to see a "bill of sale signed
by God Himself" (see Middlebury)

e Col. Jonathan P. Miller (1796-1847)
who introduced a resolution in the
Vermont legislature to abolish slav-
ery in the District of Columbia in the
1830s and participated in the under-
ground railroad (see Montpelier)

The interactive map uses the popular
online mapping software known as His-
toryPin. To see Vermont Historical Soci-
ety HistoryPins, click http://
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexper ience/
features/interactive-map/abolition  ists-
map/.

Learn more about the abolitionist
movement in the U.S.:

PBS American Experience http:/

www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperi ence/

Association for the Study for the Study of

African American Life and History - ttp:/

www.asalh.org/blackhistory

themes.html

Vermont Historical Society - http:/

www.vermonthistory.org/index.php/

programs/martin-luther-king-jr-
program.html

Vermont Council on Rural Development:
Cabot Community Visit Report Now Available

You can go online to http://vtrural.org/
taxonomy/term/202/all or stop at the
Town Clerk’s office to pick up a print
copy of the Cabot Report. VCRD pro-
duces a final report for each Community
Visit, which includes detailed notes of
each session, identified priorities, task
force action plans, resource team recom-
mendations and a list of partici-
pants. This will serve as a useful tool for
the task forces and other community
planning.

This report documents the work of
Cabot Community members as the Ver-
mont Council on Rural Development
facilitated a series of three Cabot com-
munity meetings in September, October,
and November. It began with a series of
focus groups and a community wide dis-
cussion where residents championed
their ideas for the future of the town. Jan
Westervelt served as local chairperson to
keep the community informed and in-
volved as the program progressed.

On September 25th all members of
the Cabot community were invited to
participate in the first forum on Cabot
Community Visit Day. This first event
in a 3-month process of addressing im-
portant challenges before Cabot and
building priorities for action included
focus forum discussions and a free com-
munity dinner.

At the “Cabot Community Meeting”
on October 25, over 50 residents worked
to consider key priorities for the future of
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Classifieds: Page 12

Cabot.  The

priorities that

residents

dentifiod (el
included:

Cabot Agri-

cultural Network, Improve Commu-
nity Communications, and Develop a
Community Arts Center. Now resi-
dents will join Task Forces to help take
action on the priorities.

At the final meeting on November 27,
Community Members gathered with
Resource Team members to select pro-
jects and assign tasks. The task forces
will continue working together toward
their goals, with access to Resource
Team members at the community, re-
gional, state and federal levels as
needed.

Since that time, task forces have met
to begin work on their projects, and wel-
come additional community members to
help guide the work. Email
cabot.development@yahoo.com or con-
tact a task force chairperson directly to

sign up for a committees.
= Agricultural Network: Richard
Hourihan and Chuck Merriam

= Improve Community Communica-
tions: Christine Friese and Ann
Walker

= Develop a Community Arts Center:
R.D. Eno

Directory:
Calendar:

Page 12
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j%z THE FLYING FARMER

By Will Ameden

Excerpted from Will Ameden's blog, at http:/
catamountaviation.wordpress.com.

The New Farm Store

Big cedar posts, hand split granite,
recycled roofing and Under Orion Farm
lumber combine to form the beginnings
of the new Farm Store. This past Au-
gust we opened the farm stand for sell-
ing our maple syrup, grass fed beef,
Canopy Coffee and baked goods, as well
as vegetables from Shane & Christy
and Alden Tebbetts. The farm stand
was a success! Not only did we sell
these fine produce, it also added a fun
meeting place to the mneighbor-
hood. Stories were swapped, hot coffee
was shared, sweets were enjoyed, and
folks stocked up on vegetables. As the
stand grew, we realized there was need
for a little more space, and the idea of
the Farm Store was born...

[T
BAKED GOODS

' COFFEE

i Ml YT N
The little farm stand that started it all.

The Cedar—My friend Graham
built the exterior shell of the Farm
Store and had requested 16 long “big”
cedar posts. The structure itself is pole
barn construction — no foundation, just
poles sunk 4-6' into the ground — and
the exterior siding came from the wood-
lot below the house. We do not have
much cedar. I am always having to
look elsewhere for cedar fence posts and
lumber, but the little I do have I save
for special projects. These fine big cedar
logs measure about 14" at the base,
which is big for cedar in my woods.
They will make up the corners of the
building and be left exposed.

Splitting granite.

Hand split granite - I assume this
piece was left over from the building of
the farmhouse foundation in 1903. The
stone was quarried from a gran-
ite outcropping in the woods, just off our
north pasture. One piece was used for
our fireplace mantle almost 15 years
ago. The piece we needed for the Farm
Store was to support the face of the
building which needed a window and a
door. Graham, who works in the granite
industry, feels right at home working
with stone. He borrowed some “feathers
and wedges” to split the granite piece to
the desired length, the same method
used in 1903. He started by drilling
holes around the area to be split off,
then insert the “v’ shaped feather in
each hole, insert the wedge in each
feather and, continuously working
around each hole, tap in with a ham-
mer. Eventually you hear a crack and
the whole piece just breaks off! Cool
beans!

Recycled roofing-The roof is metal
and red! It came off a barn in Marsh-
field. The sheets were long and did not
have an over abundance of old holes to
fill. T love to ponder the sights and sto-
ries these inanimate objects could tell if
they only could — the lives of the folks
who built the first barn it covered, or
the animals that it housed.

The Cabot Chronicle Submission Guidelines

The Chronicle welcomes letters written with an economy of words. The maximum length is recom-
mended to be no longer than 400 words. Letters may be edited for clarity and length or returned to the
author with suggestions for re-submittal. All letters and commentary published in The Cabot Chronicle
represent the opinions of the authors and not necessarily the opinions of staff.

The Cabot Chronicle reserves the right to reject letters that may contain unsuitable material for our
readers. Letters will not be considered for publication unless signed and accompanied by a phone num-
ber. We will gladly consider articles and photographs for publication.

The Cabot Chronicle is not responsible for errors in submitted material. Nor does The Cabot Chronicle
assume responsibility for claims arising in connection with products or services advertised on these pages.

If you have editorial questions or would like advertising information, call our office at 563-3338, visit
our website, www.cabotchronicle.org or email us at inbox@cabotchronicle.org Letters and other inquiries
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Lumber from the farm.

Under Orion Farm lumber -We
used a combination of hemlock, spruce,
and white pine. The rafters that I
milled were 3" X 6” spruce and 18 long.
The hemlock was made into 2"x6" for
beams and braces, and the white pine is
for siding, the door, and trim.

—— < o s

In the left corner you can see the cedar
posts
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and more amenities for our visitors;
coffee makers and dispensers; retail
outlet for farm products sold by Under
Orion Farm, Dancing Carrot Farm, as
well as from friends and neighbors.

The Grant- We have applied for a
grant through the Farm Viability Pro-
gram of the Vermont Housing and Con-
servation Board to help finish the Store.
It still needs an insulated concrete floor
and the walk-in cooler construction. The
cooler will be a super efficient cooling
system that links an in-window air con-
ditioner with a Coolbot that reprograms
the air conditioner to cool at lower tem-
peratures for longer periods of time.

We find out about the grant in Janu-
ary. While we are keeping our fingers
crossed, we will continue to keep the
farm stand open for beef, coffee and
syrup pick-ups. We might also offer hot
drink specials for snow travelers!

The Farm Store-Built on to the
side of the existing farm shop, the Farm
Store will take over the duties of the
small farm stand (not quite as cute, but
I hope more useful). It will house a
washing station for vegetables, a walk-
in cooler (a “Coolbot” cooler — more on
that later), freezers for meat storage,

DO YOU KNOW
A CABOT RESIDENT
NOT RECEIVING

Please email
inbox@cabotchronicle.org
or call 563-3338
so that it can be corrected

HILLTOP AUTO BODY

TIM and JENNIFER GOCHEY

Professional collision repair, associated with all insurance companies,
we'll handle your claim from start to finish including rental cars.

802-426-3738 or 802-563-2377
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The Cabot Chronicle is distributed the first day of the month
and is provided locally free of charge.

The mission of The Cabot Chronicle is to regularly publish local news for the residents of the Cabot Area.
Our purpose is to share information that will help readers become better involved in their Community.
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All Rights Reserved ~ ISSN# 1942-0943

No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from Cabot Chronicle. Publisher is not responsible
for typographical errors. Acceptance of advertising is contingent upon publisher’s approval and agreement by
advertiser to indemnify publisher from loss or expense on claims based upon contents of advertising. Publisher does not assume

Find current news, great links to your community,
discussion forums and more about our paper on
the web at www.cabotchronicle.org

lability for errors in any advertising beyond the cost of space occupied by individual item in which the error appeared.
Subscriptions available $15 per year

Contact above for more information
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What Do Mentors Do?

CABOT CONNIECIS

Thanks to the kindness, caring and

S (EBRITE ENTORDG!

X > JANUARY IS NATMNM

MENTORING MONTH

“There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul

then the way in which it treats its children.”
Nelson Mandela, former president of South Africa

“"H,

generosity of folks here in Cabot, we
Bave over 25 mentors spending time Cabot Connects Mentors
with their mentees. Various diverse
activities are scheduled each month by PaSt and PI' esent
the program, but these are optional. ® ®
Mentors have done some meaningful Peter Ackermann Todd Jones
things with their mentees, such as, Cedric Alexander Rachel Kellett
visiting places outside of Cabot, bik- Susan Alexander Amber Ksepka
ing, playing games, doing arts/crafts Sarah Antoniello Ashley Ksepka
projects, bafkmg, riding horses and Lori Augustyniak Theresa Lay- Sleeper
even doing farm chores. They go ap- Raquel Bigelow Cathleen Maine
ple picking, do personalized projects, Sheila Booth Billie M. tt
hike, picnic, fish, watch movies and Ame; ]E_;)o thfeld Traiy 1&; cli)cke
tl just h t togeth d
igﬁf 1NEs JUst hang oult Togethel am Deb Bothfeld Donna McSweeney
Mentors and mentees are carefully Judy Boucher Stacey Mudgett
matched according to interests and Mark Bromley Karen Mueller-Harder
personalities. Mentoring is as reward- Greg Burtt Suzy North
ing to the mentor as it is to the child, if Steph Burtt Roland Payne
not more! Richard Bushey Ed Pcolar
3 . Tammy Christman Leonia Pike
Mentors inspire Melvin Churchill Chris Riddell
young peop le to stay Mark Christensgn Cindy Robbins
. hool. beli . Jennifer Churchill Lynn Rockwell
I’Z sC O;) » 0€ li;)? in Cia Considine Tara Rogerson
themselves and live David Creighton Cynthia Russell
up to their potential Ben Davis Linda Savoca A Year’s Worth Of
D b * Michelle Delaney Christa Scholz FunIn A Day
Ken Elmer Jackie Scribner
Alicia Feltus Lynn Talamini
Jim Goodrich Susan Tobias
()R) Gail Greaves Lars Torres
e q John Hammer Connie Withers
= Ernie Howard Jon Vara
Mentoring Works! Kathleen Highy Stephen Watkins
Volunteer as
a Mentor! By Tobias Cooke
Inspired by Ray Bradbury
Lett er from a Mente e I enjoyed the Kingdom Trails mentor-

For most of my life Cabot had been a
rather stable place, my sensitivity was
more of an asset than a hability. I
have a pretty good support system of
friends, and teachers and my family is
quirky but well-meaning. The perfect
storm I faced in 9th and 10th grade
came in the form of peers. While I'm
comfortable talking with adults and
family and a rather small group of
friends I see most people my age as
either 50 -foot, city destroymg mon-
sters or paradoxically ants in a colony,
sometimes simultaneously. I some-
times wished that I could have home
schooled. The combination of more
emotionally stressful material (The
Crucible, Of Mice and Men for in-
stance) and classmates who didn't
seem to care about anything but so-
cializing created a lot of anxiety for
me. I couldn't cope with the juxtaposi-
tion of characters facing wrenching
choices and the callous attitude of my
classmates. It took a lot of work and
meetings and finally taking English
and history classes as an independent
study. About this time I also began
working with a mentor in town. She
encouraged me to write newspaper arti-
cles for our local paper, we spend a lot
of time together, and she's become one
of the best and most supportive friends I
know. She reminds me that being sen-
sitive really is an asset, because you
notice more.

ing trip a great deal. I personally think
it 1s a good thing to have a local pro-
gram for kids that provides something
to do, whether it be just playing pickup
hockey in the town common, or an all-
expense paid ticket to ride for a whole
evening on the local bike trails in East
Burke with your mentor. It was proba-
bly one of the best biking trips I've ever
gone on, partially because of the trails
and also because I was riding with a lot
of people I knew. I know my mentor
Jim, particularly liked the long down-
hill switchbacks, where as I preferred,
the trail called, Kitchel, because of the
jumps and banked corners.

JANUARY IS
l \@f NATIONAL
i IMENTORING
MONTH

Mentors and mentees spend time together doing the things they love to do -
like hanging out on tractors!

.10 Things To Do For National Mentoring Month:.

1. Become a mentor in the Cabot Connects Mentoring Program.

2. Learn more about mentoring.

3. Join the Cabot Connects Mentor Advisory Board along with Lori Au-
gustyniak, Raquel Bigelow, Mark Bromley, Greg Burtt, Richard Bushey, Cia
Considine, John Hammer, Connie Hourithan and Lynn Rockwell.

4. Join "I Am a Mentor" Day on January 10.

5. Think about the mentors in your life, post a tribute to them online, then tweet
about them using the #NationalMentoringMonth hashtag.

6. Give us a good idea for a fundraising event.

7. When you see these folks in town who are mentors, thank them - they are
making a difference for our community.

8. Support a match for a month or a year!

9. Go to YouTube on Thank Your Mentor Day™ (January 17) and make the
National Mentoring Month videos the most popular of the day.

10.Explore ways to help children succeed academically through mentoring.

HELP THE
FUurure!

BECOME
A Menronr!
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OBITUARIES & MEMORIALS

Marvin Courtney Greaves, Sr.

Daniel D. Corey

Daniel David "Danny" Corey, 60,
of Walden, died unexpectedly Monday,
December 17, 2012, at his residence.

He was born October 8, 1952, in
Hardwick, the son of Alton E. Corey
and Thelma (Rathburn) Corey. He was
a member of the last class to graduate
from Hardwick Academy.

Danny had been married to Cathy
DeGoosh.

He was a self-employed painter. He
made his home in Walden with caregiv-
ers for more than ten years. He enjoyed
motorcycling, snowmobiling, camping,
auto racing, water skiing and music.

Survivors include his mother,
Thelma Corey of Montpelier; a brother-
in-law, Lennie Stockwell of Braintree;
aunts and uncles, Clifton and Ruth
Rathburn and Delma and Kenneth
King, all of Woodbury; a niece, Megan
Beachum and her husband, Curt, of
Woodbury; a nephew, Kip Stockwell
and his wife, Amanda, of Randolph
Center; grandnieces and grandneph-
ews, Kagan Beachum of Woodbury,
Howard Stockwell, Avery Stockwell
and Grace Stockwell, all of Randolph
Center; and his caregivers, Carl and
Roxanne Corrow of Walden.

He was predeceased by his father,
Alton Corey, in 1998; a brother, Wayne
F. "Joe" Corey, in 2000; and a sister,
Elaine Stockwell, in 2011.

A memorial service was held on Sat-
urday, December 22, 2012, at the
Northern Vermont Funeral Home, 60
Elm Street, Hardwick, with the Rev.
Ernest Machia of the Hope Community
Church in Walden. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in his memory may be
made to the Brain Injury Association of
Vermont, PO Box 482, Waterbury, VT
05676.

Arrangements were under the direc-
tion of Dian R. Holcomb of Northern
Vermont Funeral Service, 60 Elm
Street, Hardwick.

Peter was a talented craftsman, met-
alsmith and dedicated educator and
teacher. He was a longtime member of
the Long Island Craft Guild and had
served as past co-president of the guild
with his wife. Peter and Emelyn both
taught at the NY Guild for the Jewish
Blind in Manhattan, where they first
met, and later at Buck's Rock Work
Camp in New Milford, CT. Together,
they participated in numerous residen-
cies at Haystack School of Crafts, Deer
Isle, ME, Arrowmont School of Arts and
Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN, and Penland
School of Crafts, Penland, NC. Peter
taught and participated in numerous
workshops through the Long Island
Craft Guild. He taught jewelry and
metalsmithing classes at Garvies Point
Museum, Glen Cove, NY, for over 15
years until 2008, when he moved to
Vermont.

He is survived by his daughter Pia
Lyn Loeper, of Orinda, CA, her hus-
band, Gerald Kurt Loeper, and their
daughter, Lindsey Ellyn Loeper; his
daughter Lian Brehm-Lavelle, of South
Walden, and her husband, Douglas P.
Lavelle; his sister Mary Ellen (Garofolo)
Bourne, of Coram, NY, and her hus-
band, Fred Bourne; his sister-in-law,
Barbara (Reiss) Garofolo, of Copiague,
NY; and numerous cousins, nieces and
nephews. He is predeceased by his lov-
ing wife of 53 years, Emelyn (Brehm)
Garofolo, and his brother, Louis Leone
Garofolo.

A memorial gathering will be held at
Peter's apartment and studio in South
Walden on Saturday, January 19, 2013,
from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. All friends are
welcome.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Long Island Craft Guild, ¢/
o Lynda Katz, 41 Quintree Lane, Mel-
ville, NY 11747-1832.

Arrangements are in the care of des
Groseilliers Funeral Homes, Church
Street, Hardwick.

Peter Garofolo, Jr.

Robert A. Gauthier

Peter Garofolo, Jr., 85, died peace-
fully at home surrounded by loved ones
in South Walden on November 26,
2012.

Mr. Garofolo was born January 4,
1927, in New York City. He was the
oldest of three children by Peter Garo-
folo Sr. and Filomena Leone Garofolo,
and he was a former resident of
Copiague, Long Island, NY, for more
than 50 years.

He graduated from John Adams
High School, Ozone Park, NY, and re-
ceived both a Bachelor of Science and
Master of Arts degree from New York
University in New York City.

Mr. Garofolo became a member of
the Boy Scouts of America in 1939, be-
coming an Eagle Scout in 1945. He re-
ceived the Order of the Arrow and, in
highest recognition of distinguished
service, the Silver Beaver Award in
1968. Peter served as Boy Scouts of
America district commissioner and as-
sistant council commissioner for Pwa-
mas District, Suffolk County, N.Y. He
joined the U.S. Army at the close
of World War II in 1945. He served at
Camp Blanding in Florida and also
served in the New York National
Guard at Camp Smith.

Mr. Garofolo taught industrial arts
for 38 years at Island Trees High
School, Levittown, NY, and for a time
served as department chairman. Upon
his retirement in 1984, he expanded his
work in stone, fine metals and jewelry,
establishing Panache Studio with his
wife, Emelyn, an established fiber art-
ist. Both Peter and Emelyn continued
work under the Panache Studio name
for 22 years.

Robert A. Gauthier, 68, died Thurs-
day, Nov. 29, 2012, at Central Vermont
Medical Center in Berlin. He was born
October 10, 1944, in Montpelier, the son
of Wilfred and Katherine (Ruel)
Gauthier.

He graduated from Montpelier High
School and attended Goddard College.
He married Alberta Prentice on Dec.
24, 1965, in Franklin, N.-H. He was a
veteran of the United States Marines,
having served during the Vietnam War.

He worked in road construction for
many years, managed the Cumberland
Farms Store in Northfield, and worked
for more than 10 years at Cabot Ho-
siery in Northfield doing facility main-
tenance. He enjoyed hunting, fishing
and working on automobiles as well as
other motorized machines.

Survivors include his wife; his
mother, Katherine Thurber, of Wood-
bury; five children, Robert Vachon, of
Franklin, N.H., Terry Gauthier, of Con-
cord, N.H., Lisa Gauthier, of Northfield,
Melanie Perry, of Middlebury, and
Heidi Fleury of Plainfield; five siblings,
Wilfred "Bill' Gauthier, of Franklin,
N.H,, James Gauthier, of Cabot,
Marion Morrison, of Florida, Barbara
Prentice, of Pennsylvania, and Nancy
Durgian, of Woodbury; 12 grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchildren; and
many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was conducted
Monday, December 3, at the Kingston
Funeral Home in Northfield. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Society,
P.O. Box 1460, Williston, VT 05495-
1460.

Marvin Courtney Greaves, Sr., 88,
a lifetime resident of Walden and
Cabot, died after a short illness Tues-
day, December 4, 2012, at Central
Vermont Medical Center, surrounded
by family.

He was born May 14, 1924, in Wal-
den, the son of the late Carrie
(Greaves) Lawson. Upon the loss of
his mother at the age of 12, he and his
brother were raised by his grandpar-
ents, Frank and Pauline Greaves, and
their children. He was educated in
Walden and Hardwick schools.

He married Anna Pike and had
Marvin Jr. (Hazel), Rebecca Pinette
(Frank), Cherry Gochey (Larry), Tim
(Gail) and Connie Gould (Peter
Lanoue).

He later married Georgette
Brosseau and had Jeannine, Brian,
Laurie Coolbeth (Warren), Randy,
Bonnie Bellavance (Brett), Jeremy
(Kandi).

He farmed with family from child-
hood until 1978. He picked up other
farmers' milk to deliver along with his
own to the Cabot Creamery. He en-
joyed being a member of the Walden
Volunteer Fire Department. In 1978,
he and his son Tim purchased
Greaves Building and Farm Supplies
in Hardwick. He retired in 1985. He
and Georgette wintered in Chipley,
Florida, for fifteen years, making last-
ing friendships with people who
shared his love of John Deere tractors
and draft horses. Marvin raised
Percheron horses and enjoyed driving
them 1in local town parades and giving
wagon and sleigh rides to family,
friends and school children.

He is survived by his wife, his chil-
dren, 20 grandchildren, 22 great
grandchildren, his brother and best
friend Malcolm Lawson and his wife
Dorothy of Wolcott, and his sister
Marilyn Greene of McMinnville, Ore-
gon.

He was predeceased by his mother
Carrie and stepfather Ralph Lawson,
sister Myrna McAllister and his be-
loved aunt and uncles.

Funeral Services were held Mon-
day, December 10, at the United
Church of Cabot. He will be buried at
the Walden Heights Cemetery at the
convenience of the family.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
his memory may be made to the
United Church of Cabot, Cabot, VT
05647.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of des Groseilliers Funeral Home.

BIRTHS

Mathew Paul Watkins
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Sara and Stephen Watkins of
Marshfield, VT, announce the birth of
their son , Mathew Paul Watkins, at
12:45 p.m. Oct. 25, 2012, at North-
eastern Vermont Regional Hospital.
Mathew weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces
and was 19 1/2 inches long.

Maternal grandparents are Mary
Linda and Mathew Anoniello of Pea-
body, MA. Maternal great-
grandmother is Jacquelyn Frederik-
sen of Salem, MA.

Paternal grandparents are Gloria
and Dale Watkins of Cabot, VT.

WEDDINGS

Porthern Yermont
AfFuneral Serbice

60 Elm Street
Hardwick, VT
05843-0063

802-472-6861

Dian R. Holcomb
Funeral Director

Domey/French
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Valerie (Anne) Domey wed Thomas
French on December 14, 2012, at The
Chapel at the Ohio Masonic Home in
Springfield, Ohio. Anne is originally
from Cabot and is a Cabot High School
graduate.  Tom 1is originally from
Springfield, Ohio. They currently re-
side in Barre Town.

BENEFITS OF
SCHOOL CHOICE

eIncreased academic
Achievement

eHigher levels of
student satisfaction

eiImproved standardized
test scores

eHigher levels of
parent satisfaction

elmproved public
school performance

eHigher graduation rate
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Cabot Awarded State Planning Grant

By Gary Gulka

The Department of Economic, Hous-
ing and Community Development
(DEHCD) awarded $14,867 to Cabot in
state Municipal Planning Grant funds
for comprehensive revisions to local zon-
ing regulations. Cabot successfully
competed against 61 communities and
was one of 46 funded.

Annually the Municipal Planning
Grant program supports a range of lo-
cally identified initiatives to improve
the quality of life and promote efficient
growth and economic development in
Vermont.

“Cabot has recently completed major
revisions to the Town Plan, and it’s
been a long time since we've addressed
zoning comprehensively so that we can
be promoting the type of development
desired by the community,” according to
Gary Gulka, Cabot Planning Commis-
sion Chair. “Clear standards and a
regulatory process understandable to

the public are priorities.” Cabot will
have a year and a half to complete this
project and intends to issue a Request
for Proposals in the coming weeks for
consulting services to assist with the
effort.

Noelle MacKay, Commissioner of the
Department of Economic, Housing, and
Community Development added,
“These planning grants help turn the
residents’ aspirations for their commu-
nity into action and are critical as we all
work hard to revitalize our downtowns
and villages, prepare for our economic
future and build stronger neighbor-
hoods.”

Since 1998, the Municipal Planning
Grant Program has provided over $9.1
million to over 227 cities and towns
across Vermont. Click on the link below
to learn more about the Municipal Plan-
ning Grant Program.
http://accd.vermont.gov/
strong communities/opportunities/
funding/municipal plannin ants
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The Cabot Community Association is considering acting on the anonymous
suggestion of a townsperson to develop a workout facility in the village. We'd like to
hear from Cabot residents before making a commitment. Specific questions are:
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WOULD YOU LAKE TO
WORKOUT
INCABOTVILILAGE?

1. Would you use a gym in Cabot?

2. What equipment would you want in the gym?

3. What hours would you like to see it open?

4. Would you work out there if it was not staffed at all times and you had
access through a card entry system (like hotels use)?

5. Would you pay $50 per month for a membership?

6. If not $50/ month, what would you pay for a membership?

7. Would you be interested in having healthy breakfast options available?

Please share your thoughts in a way that is most convenient to you.
Suggestions include:

Posting your thoughts on Front Porch Forum

Emailing Cabot.Development@yahoo.com

Calling 563-3338 and leave your message

Jot down your thoughts and leave them at the Willey Building.

Thank you. We hope you will tell us what you think.

Looking for
Tree-Sitting volunteers

The holiday season is upon us and I
hope everyone has a happy season. It
just doesn't seem like it - no snow - no
cold. But, we get what we get.

I am about ready to start on the back
road hazard tree survey to identify un-
safe trees. Information to be collected on
hazardous trees includes:

1. Tree type

2. Tree Condition

3. Rotten - dead - broken - laying on
wires - split, or whatever.

4. Hazard level: Low- Medium - High

Global Positioning System (GPS)
reading, latitute/longitude and which
side of the road will be loaded into a Geo-
graphic Information System (GIS) and
plotted on a map. This system is just
being set up by the University of Ver-
mont Extension Service with the State of
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks

) ADVICE FROM THE TREE WARDEN

By Roland (Slim) Payne

and Recreation. The information will be
available to anyone with access to a com-
puter.

I went to Berlin to meet with repre-
sentatives of UVM Extension Service to
kick this thing off. T didn't know it was-
n't already up and running. Now I get to
help start it up. If anyone is interested
in volunteering some time to help with
this survey, call me at 563-3234. This
will be a windshield survey, so it won't
need a lot of walking. Just drive slowly
and stop near a hazard tree, take a GPS
reading and take notes of tree type, con-
dition, and hazard rating. If there is
enough interest, I will have a meeting at
the town office to go over this with more
detail. I only have two GPS units, so this
won't go too fast, and no-one will have to
do a lot. Maybe one or two roads, then I
will go to Berlin and download it into
the program. So if you have any inter-
est, give me a call: 563-3234.

Sanders Details New Effort to Make
VT Gas Prices More Competitive

Websites to find best prices

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders announced
a new website to help consumers track
gasoline prices in Vermont, where prices
in the northwestern part of the state are
30 cents above the national average.

Sanders also said he plans to work
with Vermont state lawmakers to hold
hearings and draft state legislation on
gas prices. Some fuel dealers in Ver-
mont, Sanders said, “are keeping gas
prices artificially high simply because
they can.”

In addition to highlighting the best
gasoline pump prices in Vermont, Sand-
ers’ website,“Consumer Watch: An Eye
on Gas Prices,” explains how prices are
set by tracking wholesale gas prices,
profit margins, taxes and transportation
costs for fuel haulers.

Gas prices in northwestern Vermont
are significantly more expensive than in
the rest of the state and country. For
seven consecutive weeks from mid-
September through October, northwest-
ern Vermont was one of the ten most
lucrative markets to sell gas in the 13-
state northeastern region of the United
States, according to the Oil Price Infor-
mation Service, one of the leading na-
tional organizations that track fuel
prices.

So far this year, the region comprising
Chittenden, Grand Isle and Franklin
counties ranked as the tenth most profit-
able market in the United States to sell
gas. “We are in the midst of a terrible
recession and many working families

who drive long distances to and from
work are hurting. Gas station owners
have a right to make a profit, but they
don't have a right to rip people off,”
Sanders said.

Sanders, who serves as a member of
the Senate energy committee, held a
Senate field hearing in Burlington last
August to continue his investigation into
why prices are so much higher through-
out northwestern Vermont. The central
finding: the concentration of ownership
of filling stations in that region results in
limited competition and prevents prices
at the pump from falling as wholesale
gas prices decline.

One of the reasons for the lack of com-
petition may be directly related to the
fact that the three largest gasoline dis-
tributors in northwestern Vermont (S.B.
Collins, Champlain Oil, and R.L. Vallee)
own more than half of the filling stations
in the region. Sanders invited the head
of each company to speak with him
about why they are charging upwards of
30 cents a gallon more than in other
parts of Vermont. He has called on them
to be more competitive.

“No one is disputing that gasoline
distributors have a right to make a
profit,” Sanders said. “In my view, how-
ever, they should not be ripping people
off in these tough economic times.”

To read “Consumer Watch: An Eye on
Gas prices,” enter www.sanders.senate
.gov/consumers/ into your web browser.

You can also search for lowest gas
prices by zip code at www.VermontGas
Prices.com.

Cabot Church

(Continued from page 1)

The building blocks of community, of
making a place more than a cluster of
buildings on a map, comes from a sense
of shared values, and from ways of car-
ing for each other that go beyond family
ties. The values that shaped Cabot
back in time, and that continue to guide
us today, are rooted in the ancient
Christian-Judeo traditions in ways peo-
ple don’t even see. You don’t need to be
a religious person to agree that laws
protecting people from overwhelming
debt are important to have on the
books, for example. If you attend local
service clubs like Rotary or Lions or
Elks, the volunteer spirit and commit-
ment to community service they repre-
sent have deep roots in faith and wis-
dom traditions, even as the expression
of it has become almost completely secu-
lar.

Coming together in a place where
people can feel confident they will be
heard, where they feel safe and cared

for, and where group endeavors can
easily happen, these are important ele-
ments of community life. The little
white churches in our midst foster this
community spirit — they need our sup-
port to keep going. Losing a church is a
sad moment for a town, no matter what
you feel about a particular religion. In
Cabot, there is a chance this will hap-
pen if people don’t contribute to the life
of the church. I have faith that we can
rally to maintain the United Church as
a place that serves as a sacred center,
where we celebrate important life
events, and where we come together in
a spirit of sharing and community.

Guwendolyn Hallsmith is the Director
of Planning and Community Develop-
ment for the City of Montpelier, the foun-
der of the Headwaters Garden and
Learning Center on Danville Hill Road
in Cabot, and the “substitute preacher”
for the month of December at the United
Church in Cabot.

Editorial; New Year Resolutions

The New Year is a traditional time
for rededicating ourselves to doing bet-
ter. My resolutions usually revolve
around losing weight, saving money
and using my time more wisely. And I
certainly do need to do those things.

But, seeing what's going on in the
world, maybe it's time to go a little
deeper and reach out a bit farther to
improve the world we live in. T believe
we could see a positive change if each of
us just took the time to:

e First, accept yourself for who you
are, flaws and all. Yes, we all have
ways we'd like to improve. But we also
have strengths and attributes. It's
easy to put little value on the things we
do well or easily, and common to put a
lot of weight on our weaknesses. But
recognize the imbalance in that. We
are the way we are for a reason - na-
ture and nurture. Accept it and work
from that base.

e Love your friends and family mem-
bers. Forgive past slights and move
on. Remember past kindnesses and
shared history. Realize that other peo-
ple think and feel differently, and be-
lieving you understand why they do
something is folly. Have you read
about how men are from Earth but
women are from Venus? Similar dif-
ferences in perspective stem from dif-
ferent life stories. Don't imagine you
know what someone else is thinking.
Give them a chance to tell you, if you
can. And don't expect others to be like
you. Think how boring the planet

would be if we were all the same, any-
way. Easier - but boring!

e Lose the phrase: '"It's none of my
business." Women have been beaten,
children abused, and elderly taken
advantage of within eye-and-earshot of
other people. We've seen what's been
going on around us in the world. And,
yes, we all have enough of our own
problems to handle. But remember
that there's usually some forewarning
before disaster strikes. You don't have
to handle the problem, but you might
be able to help by letting someone else
know about it. Don't think of it as
turning someone in - think of it as as-
sisting someone who can't ask for help.

e To the extent you can, help out.
Maybe it's just allowing a child a safe
place to spend time in a loving environ-
ment and having a cookie; maybe it's
donating things you don't need to the
toy or clothing drive; or maybe just
calling the neighbors to make sure
they're okay. Trust your gut if you
sense something doesn't feel right, and
make sure someone knows.

e It's the start of a new year, an op-
portunity for a fresh start. We are the
stuff of which this world is made. It is
said, if you are not part of the solution,
you are part of the problem. Try to be
a positive force in the world. It is your
choice. The world can be better for you
being here, no matter your circum-
stances.

With hope for a better 2013,

Jeanne Johnson
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2 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

~ JANUARY~

Tuesday, January 1

Burlington 25th Annual First Run
5K and Kids’ Fun Run, 9:30 am. Ages
4-14+. Information on runvermont.org.

Winterfest @ ECHO, 10:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Educational winter-related activi-
ties, free with admission. Contact 1-877
-324-6386 or www.echovermont.org

Wednesday, January 2-18 & 22-31
Learn to Ski and Snowboard Month
statewide. Most Vermont ski areas in
January, excluding holidays (January 1
and January 19-21) $29 beginner lesson
One package per person, beginners only.
For participating ski areas:
www.skivermont.com/learn.

Wednesday, January 2
Remaking the Landscape, 1958-1978:
Interstate Highways Come to Vermont,
7.00 p.m. St. Johnsbury Athenaeum.
UVM Professor Paul Bierman shows
photographs, detailing the arrival of the
interstate. 748-8291 or www.stjathe
naeum.org.

Classic Film Night, 7:00 p.m., Jaquith
Library. Tom Blachly & Rick Winston
introduction and optional post-film dis-
cussion. 426-3581 for information.

Assessment of Prior Learning Infor-
mation Session, CCV Montpelier, 5:30-
7:00 p.m. How to get credit for what you
know. Info 828-4064 or www.ccv.edu/apl.

Author/Farmer Ben Hewitt on “The
Salmonella Chronicles: Exploring the
relationship between humans, bacteria
and food rights.” Tunbridge Public Li-
brary, Free, 7:00 p.m. Information 889-
9404.

Sunday, January 6

Quilt Trunk Show and Thread
Painting Workshop, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at
Groton Free Public Library. Master
quilter Mary Schilke shares a variety of
quilts and quilting techniques. Informa-
tion 584-3358.

Monday, January 7

Commiittee to Improve Community
Communications, 7:00 p.m., Willey
Building. Communications for offline
community members, community calen-
dar, information resources and Front
Porch Forum. For information: Christine
Friese at christine.c.friese@gmail.com.

Tuesday, January 8
Introductory meeting for Growing
Stronger- Free 12-week strength train-
ing program—2:00-3:00 p.m. at Cabot
Commons Senior Housing. Classes Tues-
days and Thursdays . Call Jen Messier
at 595-3323 by December 31 to sign up.

Cabot School Choice Meeting, 6:00
p.m. at Masonic Hall. Informational
meeting to discuss the process for shut-
ting down the High School in order to
offer High School. Representative from
North Bennington School District will be
relate experiences and answer questions.
For information: https://
www.facebook.com/#!/CabotResidents
ForHighSchool Choice.

Wednesday, January 9
Vermont People, Places and
Things—Vermont Weather, 1:00-3:00
p-m. at the Vermont History Museum,
109 State Street, Montpelier. From the
“Year without a Summer” to the “Flood
of 1927, Cost is $5 per child per class.
Pre-registration required; space limited.
Information or to register 828-1413 or
vhs-education@state.vt.us.

Cabot Food Share, noon-2:00 p.m.,
Cabot Masonic Hall. Information: 563-
3322.

Cabot Corridor Revitalization Com-
mittee Public Presentation of Scop-
ing Study Report, 7:00 p.m. at Willey
Building. This Scoping Study was neces-
sary for Cabot to be eligible for VTrans
construction grant funding. For informa-
tion: brigittecodling@gmail.com.

Thursday, January 10

See Vermont People, Places and
Things—Vermont Weather, on
Wednesday, January 9.

Committee to Develop a Cabot Com-
munity Arts Center, 6:30 p.m., Willey
Building. Community assessment/
inventory survey, mission statement and
name, CCA representative selection. For
information: R.D. Eno at RDEno@fair
point.net.

Duct Tape Parenting at Kellog-
Hubbard Library, Montpelier, 6:30-
800 p.m. There’s a new set of 3Rs for
our kids-respect, responsibility and resil-
ience. www.kellogghubbard.org or 223-
3338 for information.

Figuring out your new E-Reader,
6:30 p.m., Cabot Public Library. Did you
get an e-reader for Christmas? We will
help you to get your new Kindle, Nook,
IPad or e-Reader working.

Saturday, January 12
Marshfield Food Drop, 8:00 a.m. until
done. Schoolhouse Common, Marsh-
field.

Homebuyers Workshop, 830 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., RuralEdge Office, 48 Elm
Street, Lyndonville. Learn about home-
buying process, choosing a home, types of
mortgages, closing costs, talking with a
lender, possible incentives. 1-888-
MyVTHome, www.myvthome.org.

Women’s Nordic Expo, 9:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m., Trapp Family Lodge Outdoor Cen-
ter, Stowe. Information and registration:
www.catamounttrail.org/news/5th-
annual-ladies-nordic-ski-expo or jfreder-
icks@catamounttrail.org.

Skirack Swap and Sale, 85 Main
Street, Burlington, 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Www.skirack.com or 658-3313 for infor-
mation. Alpine and cross country skis,
snowboards, snowshoes, boots, iced
skates, roof racks and cargo boxes. No
helmets, straight alpine skis or clothing.

Alternative ADD Solutions: Begin-
ning of Workshop Series, 10:00-11:30
am. $12. Presenter: Kate Lanxner,
Holistic Support for Kids, producer of
VCAM cable talk show, “Holistically
Speaking.” 5420 Shelburne Road, Shel-
burne. 802-777-8093 or holistic-
speak@gmail.com for information.

Winter Trails Day A celebration of
snowshoeing and cross country skiing.
Free rentals and short instructional ses-
sions for first-time snowshoers and cross
country skiers. For participating loca-
tions: http://www.snowlink.com/
wintertrails.aspx.

Saturday, January 12 & 13
Skirack Swap and Sale, 85 Main
Street, Burlington, 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
www.skirack.com or 658-3313 for infor-
mation. Alpine and cross country skis,
snowboards, snowshoes, boots, ice
skates, roof racks and cargo boxes. No
helmets, straight alpine skis or clothing.

Tuesday, January 16

Italian Cooking with Christine
Friese, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Cabot Public Li-
brary. Make risotto and talk about
method and variations. Italian salad and
maybe even a sweet treat. 563-2721 or

CabotLibrary@yahoo.com.

Wednesday, January 16

Travel Stories Hour at Twin Valley
Seniors Center, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Bring five photos depicting your favorite
travel adventures. Contact Rita Cope-
land at 426-3447 to RSVP.

Song Circle: Community Sing-A-
Long, 6:45 p.m. Sing-a-long with Rich
and Laura, at Jaquith Public Library,
using a variety of instruments. Partici-
pants are welcome to bring along instru-

ments. No experience necessary, song
books will be provided.

Cabot Corridor Revitalization Com-
mittee public presentation to Cabot Se-
lect Board of grant application related to
first project recommended through the
Scoping Study, 6:30 p.m. Public input
will be sought if Cabot is successful in
securing a grant.

Protecting Yourself from Identity
Theft, 7.00 p.m. at Kellogg-Hubbard
Library, with Amy Schram, Community
Outreach Specialist from the Better
Business Bureau. 223-3338 or http:/
www.kellogghub bard.org.

Saturday, January 19
Jaquith Public Library Big Benefit
Book Sale, 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Tour the Kingdom: Leaders Choice,
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., $10 per person. Intro-
ductory ski tour. Appropriate for experi-
enced recreaters who may be new to the
backcountry skiing, Requires back-
country skis with skins, or snowshoes
resourced for ascent. NorthWoods Stew-
ardship Center, East Charleston. 723-
6551 x 115 or www.northwoodscen
ter .org.

Old Fashioned Winter Carnival for
Kids at University Mall, South Bur-
lington, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Old fash-
ioned carnival games like Plinko, Color
Wheel, Ping Pong Toss, Duck Pond,
Bounce-A-Color and more. Free and
small prizes will be given out. Also Joey
the Clown, face painting and bouncy
castles available. www.umallvt.com or
863-1066 for information.

Monday, January 21

Martin Luther King Day of Service &
Stewardship, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science
Center, free with special $2 admission.

864-1848, nridhibhinyo@echover
mont.org.
Tuesday, January 22

Committee to Build a Cabot Agricul-
tural Network, 7:00 p.m., Willey Build-
ing. Subgroups for Maple Sugar, Dairy
and Vegetables. For information call
Richard Hourihan at 535-4552.

Thursday, January 24

Cabot Food Share, 2:00-4:00 p.m.,
Cabot Masonic Hall. Information: 563-
3322.

Saturday, January 26

Bald Mountain Snowshoe, 10:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m., $10/person includes snowshoe
rental. To the summit of Bald Moun-
tain. Physically challenging covering 4.2
miles round trip. Wear plenty of layers.
723-6551 x 115 or www.northwoodscen
ter.org.

Saturday, January 26 & 27

Third Annual Vermont Pond
Hockey Championships, 8:00 a.m.,
Lake Morey Resort, Fairlee. 333-4311,
Christine@lakemoreyresort.com. Regis-
tration fee $300 per team.

CABOT FOOD SHARE
Wednesday,
JANUARY 9

Noon-2:00 p.m.
Thursday;,

JANUARY 24

2:00—4:00 p.m.

Cabot Masonic Hall
3339 Main Street

Auvailable for Cabot Residents

MARSHFIELD FOOD DROP
Second Saturday of every month.

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 12
Food pick up at 8:00 a.m.
Open until food is gone - usually 9:30 am
Schoolhouse Common
School Street, Marshfield

PLEASE NOTE:
Our new e-mail address is:
admin@fiancp.org

JFAITH IN ACTION

Northern Communities
Partnership, INC
Phone: (802)563-3322

~

17th Annual Heritage WinterFest,
Smugglers Notch. Many events around
the area.

Sunday, January 27
Welcome...to the 24th season of the
Northeast Kingdom Classical
Seeries. 4:00 p.m., South Congrega-
tional Church, St. Johnsbury. General
Admission $18, Senior $16, Student $6.
748-8012/626-9204, www.nekclassical
series.org.

Tuesday, January 29

Growing Stronger—a free 12-week
strength training program—begins at
Cabot Commons Senior Housing. The
class will be held on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 2:00-3:00 p.m. Call Jen
Messier at 595-3323 by December 31 to
sign up.

Tuesday, January 29-31
Vermont Farm Show, 9:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m., Champlain Valley Exposition, Es-
sex Junction. Over 100 exhibitors, ma-
ple and dairy banquets, competitions,
consumer night, FFA competition, see
the best in agriculture—equipment, sup-
plies, promotion. 426-3579 or
crkdbrks@aol.com for information.

For upcoming February and Ongo-
ing events, check us out online at

www.cabotchronicle.og

CABOT TOWN OFFICERS
To Be Elected at Town Meeting 2013

Tuesday, March 5

By Australian Ballot

(petitions due January 28):
2 Selectpersons
2 School Director

Those who wish to be considered Candidates for upcoming elections at the 2013
Town Meeting must submit a Petition for Nomination with signatures from 1% of
Cabot voters (15-20 signatures to be safe) to the Cabot Town Clerk's Office no later
than 5:00 p.m. on January 28, 2013. A Consent of Candidate form must also be sub-
mitted, no later than Wednesday, January 30, 2013 by 5:00 p.m. The petition will be
reviewed by the Town Clerk for duplicate signatures.

From the Floor

2 Listers (3 years)

2 Auditors (3 years)
Delinquent Tax Collector (1 year)
Grand Juror (1 year)

Law Agent (1 year)

While no action in advance of Town Meeting is required to be elected from
the floor, it is a good idea to advise the Town Clerk or Select Board
member(s) of your interest and arrange for someone to nominate you.

UDAG Committee Member (3 years)
Willey Committee Member (3 years)

Cemetery Commissioner (5 years)
Library Trustee (3 years)
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SCHOOL CHOICE
MEETING

January 8, 2013
6:00 pm
Masonic Hall in Cabot

Hall in Cabot, Vermont.

High School Choice to our students in grades 9-12.

be

to answer any related questions.

to attend.

persons...hope to see you there!

There will be a School Choice informational meeting
on Tuesday — January 8, 2013, at 6pm at the Masonic

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the process
for shutting down the High School in order to offer

A member of the North Bennington School district will
in attendance to discuss North Bennington’s
experiences to date related to closing their school and

All residents interested at any level in offering School
Choice in Cabot, or think they might be, are welcome

Please feel free to share this with any interested

e e o VO 1y i) Frm el =
https://www.facebook.com/#!/
CabotResidentsForHighSchoolChoice
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<4 CALL FOR CRAFTERS p

<4 VENDORS p
Saturday, March 16, 2013
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

. Pancake Breakfast 9-11 a.m.

(registration fee includes 2 tickets for pancake
breakfast-special vendor seating at 8:30 a.m.)

« Craft & Vendor Tables
Silent Auction
Maple Cotton Candy
Sugar on Snow
Maple Delectables
Signature Cheese Sandwiches
Great Family Entertainment

Download Maple Fest Vendor Form 2013 at:
www.CabotChronicle.org
Or call 802-563-3338 to have one mailed
Vendor fee $25 before February 28 $30 after March 1

| Plainfield Theatre T_’.

. presents the
premiere production
of a new play by
Tom Blachly

A sfnyg/iry community theatre...
A dead matriarch. ..
Must the show go on?

Starring Ben Scotch, Elizabeth Wilcox,
Patti Casey, Nicholas Hecht, Ellen Keene,
Rachel Isaacs-Falbel, and Brooke Pearson

February 7, 8, 9, 14, 15,and 16,2013
7:00 pm
At the Union Elementary School Auditorium
1 Park Avenue, Montpelier VT

Tickets: $15 general admission
$12 students and seniors
$10 children 12 and under

call 802-426-3955
or email blachly@together.net
for reservations
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Cabot School Budget Presentation School Choice - Cabot is the Choice
Meeting: December 10, 2012

By Chris Tormey,
School Board Chair

The Cabot School Board held a fo-
rum at the CSPAC on Monday eve-
ning, December 10th to present and
discuss their first draft of the 2013-
2014 budget for Cabot School. The
Board also presented a comparison of
the estimated cost of keeping the high
school open versus shutting it down
next year.

With the assistance of WNESU su-
perintendent Nancy Thomas, WNESU
business manager Rob Billings, and
Cabot School principal Karen Stewart,
board members highlighted areas in
which the draft budget varied from the
school’s present budget. The draft ver-
sion presented at the forum was
$212,000 (or 5.85%) larger than the
present 2012-2013 budget. Contribut-
ing to the increase is a new contract
agreement with Cabot School teachers
and support staff as well as increases in
technology, health insurance, and facili-
ties maintenance. According to Super-
intendent Nancy Thomas, the new
teachers’ contract was negotiated
jointly with Twinfield and Cabot School
staff, and brings the salary schedules of
the two schools closer together.

The presentation also included an
overview of how the town’s homestead
property tax rate would be affected if
the draft budget was eventually agreed
upon by the Board and approved by
Cabot voters. If the draft budget pre-
sented at the meeting were to remain
at its present size, it would increase the
residential tax rate from 1.3799 to
1.5775, an increase of 14%. In addition
to the budget figure, a drop in the num-
ber of students from 208 to 202 and an
increase in the state-set base education
tax rate are working to raise this year’s
tax rate.

After a good deal of discussion
among school officials and the twenty
community members in attendance
about specific features of the budget as
well as the rationale behind specific
changes, a number of people expressed
concern about the size of the projected
budget and its potential impact on
property taxes.

The discussion turned next to the
potential financial impact of closing the
high school. According to estimates
made by school administrators and
presented at the meeting, closing Cabot
High School and tuitioning the 65 stu-
dents elsewhere next year would cost
taxpayers more than keeping the high
school going in its present form.

WNESU business manager Rob Bill-
ings described in detail the figures that
he used to make that estimate.
Mr Billings outlined that closing the
high school next year would save $585,
674 by eliminating one support staff
position and 6.7 teaching positions, as
well as a variety of other services, coach-
ing salaries, and equipment. However,
in closing the high school, the school
would no longer receive income from
students now tuitioned in to Cabot High
School from other towns; that figure is
estimated to amount to $130,575 next
year.

Mr. Billings also presented a list of
the “announced tuition” costs of
neighboring high schools, and explained
that he had used the average figure of
$12,381/year to calculate that the cost of
tuitioning Cabot’s 65 high school stu-
dents next year would work out to
$804,751.

Mr. Billings cautioned that the rates
he used for his calculations were for the
present school year, and that schools can
legally raise their “announced rates”
within a given year if their actual costs
rise.

In summary, according to the esti-
mates and calculations presented by Mr.
Billings, the $804,000 cost for tuitioning
out Cabot’s high school students com-
bined with the projected $130,000 loss of
revenue from tuition students would
mean that it would be $405,658 more
expensive to tuition out Cabot’s high
school students next year than it would
be to keep Cabot High School open and
continue to educate those students in
Cabot.

More discussion followed this part of
the presentation, with a number of par-
ticipants drawing attention to the need
for increased and ongoing communica-
tion between school officials and com-
munity members. Additional public fo-
rums, town-wide mailings, online post-
ings, and informal neighborhood meet-
ings were all mentioned as worthy op-
tions. Several speakers spoke of general
concern about the future cost of main-
taining and renovating school buildings,
and encouraged school officials to ad-
dress those concerns as part of a larger
discussion about the school’s future.

At the end of the meeting, school
board members and administrators ex-
pressed their appreciation for the valu-
able input provided by the community
members in attendance, and announced
that the final draft of the Cabot School
budget for the 2013-2014 school would
be approved by the school board in early
January.

%5 CoOMMUNITY COMMENTARY

By Rebecca Nally

Dear Editor:

Re: Project Based Learning (PBL) and
the Student:

Project-Based Learning is a student-
directed approach to education that is
designed to engage students in investi-
gation of authentic problems. Projects
are Intended to be realistic, not school-
like. However, the implementation of
PBL in classrooms presents a number
of significant challenges and in turn
issues. Project Based Learning initia-
tives can quickly dissolve into un-
focused chaos.

Some educators believe that PBL has
the ability to address students' various
learning styles or "multiple intelligen-
ces" (Gardner, H. (1991). The Un-
schooled Mind) but in fact there is no
research to support this hypothesis.

Research has shown that students
who performed well in traditional class-

rooms typically are less successful as
part of a PBL initiative, and students
who perform poorly in traditional class-
rooms can do well in “well executed”
PBL activities. (Rosenfeld, M. &
Rosenfeld, S. (1998). Understanding the
"surprises” in PBL: An exploration into
the learning styles of teachers and their

students.)
There 1s also a great deal of research

that strongly relates individual differ-
ences in students' self motivation to
student success as part of PBL. Stu-
dents with little self motivation will do
poorly as part of a project based, stu-
dent-directed program.

Project based learning is just not for
every student and has the utmost po-
tential to fail a majority of our students
by not adequately teaching them the
critical skills (math, science, literature,
writing) they need to succeed.

Brigitte Codling, Cabot, VT

How many of you remember your
school days quotes, such as “When will I
ever need to know this or “ I will never
use this in real life?” I know I said some
version of those more than once while I
was in school. Cabot High students
don’t need to say these sayings or any-
thing like them. Cabot School students
are using the skills and knowledge
learned in the classroom in the real
world. Recently the 10th grade biology/
chemistry students were invited onto
the UVM Lake Champlain research
vessel to take water samples from the
lake and then go in to the laboratory to
study the samples and see how the in-
formation could be used to help make
plans to protect the lake.

Last year, Cabot High School imple-
mented project- based learning. Unlike
creating a project at the end of a unit
study like we did in school, project
based learning uses the process to en-
hance a student’s knowledge, skills and
demonstrate learning. Project based
learning also uses many different ave-
nues to educate students thus being
able to reach all students not just some
of them. Instead of learning subjects in
isolation; math, sciences, history and
English are used to create the projects.
This mimics real life; such as when a
lawyer is researching a case, a me-
chanic is diagnosing a vehicle’s problem
or an engineer is designing a new de-

vice. In all of these cases the profes-
sional needs to use skills and knowl-
edge from different areas to solve a
problem or create a finished product.

Cabot is a leader in this area of
learning. Cabot students and staff have
been invited to present at conferences
around Vermont and New England.
They were the inspirational speakers at
the Vermont School Boards Association
Meeting in the Fall of 2012, presenters
at the New England League of Innova-
tive Schools in March of 2012, and at
the Vermont Superintendents Confer-
ence in the Spring of 2012. Cabot is also
one of 6 schools to be charter members
of the League of Innovative Schools.
Earning an award of a $50,000 grant to
begin project based learning and an
additional $10,000 to continue imple-
menting this program of study.

Additional real life skills that the
students develop include poise in public
speaking situations, critical thinking
skills, asking probing questions and
confidence in different situations.

This article is the first in a planned 3
part series to support keeping Cabot
High School open. Closing Cabot High
School actually starts to lLimit school
choice. As small high schools are closed
it limits the number of educational op-
portunities available to students. There
is already choice in Cabot. Through the
regional lottery students can apply to
attend other high schools at no addi-
tional cost to their families.

Cabot School Has Highest College
Enrollment Rate In Vermont

Posted on Front Porch Forum,
by Karen Mueller-Harder

I'm truly sorry some Cabot residents
have not found that Cabot School works
for their kids. Most of the parents I
know have found it to be an excellent
"choice" for our kids. It's hard to ignore
anecdotal experiences when looking at
the big picture. Here is some objective
data to take into account when thinking
about sending kids to Cabot School ver-
sus another nearby option:

A recent report by the Vermont State
Department of Education ranks Cabot
School highest in the state for the post-
secondary enrollment rate of Vermont
high school graduates, surpassing the
statewide enrollment rate by nearly 20
percentage points.

The Department of Education report
indicates that the report "represents
Vermont students who graduated in
SY2009-10 with a regular high school
diploma and enrolled in an institution
of higher education within sixteen
months of their high school graduation
date. These percentages were derived
using post-secondary data collected by
the National Student Clearinghouse."

Here's the full
of Education Report:

http://www.washnesu.org/cabot/
wp-content/uploads/2012/
12/2010_High_ Grads_-_Post_
Secondary_Enrollment-1.pdf

Department

Another Look at Cabot College Enrollment Rates

By Brigitte Codling

There was a post on the Front Porch
Forum on December 11, 2012, that
brought up the subject of college enroll-
ment rates for Cabot graduates; specifi-
cally for students that graduated with
the 2010 class. The information pre-
sented appeared incorrect to me, so I
decided to calculate the college enroll-
ment rates myself.

I have personally known most of the
students who have graduated from
Cabot High School over the past five
years and would like to offer a local per-
spective on Cabot’s college enrollment
rate:

* In 2009 — 2010 Cabot High School
had 15 students that graduated, 10 of
them went to college; 2 immediately
dropped out leaving 8 enrolled in a post-
secondary program. That means of the
2009 - 2010 Cabot graduates 66.6%
enrolled in college (53.3% if you count
the drop outs).

* In 2010 — 2011 Cabot High School
had 16 students that graduated, 10 of
them went to college. That means of the
2010 - 2011 Cabot graduates 62.5%
enrolled in college.

* In 2011 — 2012 Cabot High School
had 15 students that graduated, 6 of
them went to college; 1 immediately
dropped out leaving 5 enrolled in a post-
secondary program. That means of the
2011 - 2012 Cabot graduates 40.0%
enrolled in college. (33.33% if you count
the drop out).

To remain consistent with the De-
partment of Education report (the re-
port cited on December 11, 2012) I ex-
cluded proprietary trade, vocational,
international institutions, military, and
apprenticeship programs from my
numbers.

I believe the reality is that Cabot
does not have the highest college enroll-
ment rate in Vermont (certainly not
80%) and in fact the number of stu-
dents enrolling in post secondary pro-
grams has dropped dramatically over
the past three years.

As a parent, this is of great concern
to me, and I felt that it was important
to provide a more realistic view of how
many of our students are actually en-
rolling in post secondary programs after
leaving Cabot High School.
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Free Online Courses for Cabot Students

By Ruth Kaldor

The Vermont Virtual Learning Co-
operative (VIVLC) online program is
an arrangement among schools across
Vermont. Cabot School was one of the
first partner schools. A partner school
has at least one teacher who facilitates
online courses in addition to their regu-
lar teaching assignment. 1 started
teaching online three years ago.

In return, a partner school may en-
roll up to 25 students each semester
tuition-free. The $300 per course fee is
waived for students from partner
schools . Students may enroll in online
courses taught by partner school faculty
from any participating school in Ver-
mont.

Cabot students took 73 online semes-
ter courses over the past three years at
no expense, for a total savings of
$21,900. A listing of VTVLS.com
course offerings shows: seven advanced
placement courses; foreign languages
such as Chinese, Latin and Spanish;
and numerous math, English, science,
and history courses, as well as many
electives.

What are the advantages of taking
an online course? There are quite a
few. Students can take courses not of-
fered by their school at times that do
not conflict with their other classes.
Toby Cook, age 12, said, “I wanted to
take Latin and it was available online.”

Online courses also meet the learn-
ing styles of many students who don’t

function well in group learning environ-
ments. Some students are unable to
attend school for health or other rea-
sons. Others may only need one or two
credits to graduate.

Online courses teach learners the
importance of being independent learn-
ers. Heidi Cookson, grade 10, is taking
Advanced Placement U.S. Government
and Politics. She confirmed the impor-
tance of independent learning, saying,
“It’s really important to have a good
support system, to be interested in the
subject, and to be a responsible
learner.”

Although course requirements are
clearly explained, students must rely on
themselves to accomplish course re-
quirements in a timely manner. This is
an important life skill to develop. How-
ever, should learners need extra help,
there are several available resources,
including the online teacher as well as
counselors and technical service people
at the student’s home school. Alex Yu,
grade 10, is taking Physics, and offered
this advice, “Ask questions when you
need help.”

This experience has been wonderful
for me because I learned a lot about
online teaching while earning 15 gradu-
ate credits and Online Certification
from Marlboro College, a VIVLC part-
ner. The opportunity for Cabot stu-
dents to take online courses without
expense is icing on the cake.

dents to strive to gain high grades.

Qabot SChoo/

Home of the Huskies
2012-2013 1st Quarter

Honor Roll

Cabot School is very proud of the students who earn high grades and are on the Honor
Roll. The Honor Roll is published after each marking period and announced in the The
Cabot Chronicle, The Times Argus, The Caledonia Record, The Hardwick Gazette and
The World. Academics are very important in Cabot School and we encourage all stu-

Honor Roll requirements are:

High Honors—No grade below 90
First Honors—No grade below 85
Second Honors—No grade below 80

High Honors

Grade 12 Jay Deasy, Mazie O’Connor

Grade 11 Lars Hammer, Carter Maxfield, Kassandra Morse

Grade 10 Gage Sironi, Emma Stecker

Grade 9 Tiger Bastress, Clementine O’Connor, Megan Walker

Grade 8 Alisha Celley, Jeremy Hoyne-Grosvenor, Isabella McCallum

Grade 7 Clara Mueller-Harder, Helen Sawyer

First Honor

Grade 11 Joseph Ambroz, Olivia Bellavance, Cypress Ellen,
Timothy Mueller-Harder

Grade 10 Madeline Morse

Grade 9 Caleb Maxfield, Galadriel Morse

Grade 8 Sam Carpenter, Tobias Cooke, Rowan Lanxner,
Jeremy Maxfield, Isabelle Yu

Grade 7 Lauren Bellavance, Natalie Mudgett-Fox,
Samantha Villeneuve, Abigail Walker

Second Honors

Grade 12 Camden Celley, Maelilly Robison

Grade 11 Donaghue Burke, Darren Celley, Adlai Feldman, Ashley Maurice

Grade 10 Kyle Celley, Heidi Cookson, John Miner, Lyrica Stelle

Grade 9 Seth Herrick-Trombley, lan Lewis

Grade 8 Wyatt Amaden, Henry Burke, Jasiah Fay, Jordan Hale

Grade 7 Taylor Abbott, Michaela Gokey

By Frank Kampf

The Middle School basketball season
has gotten off to a busy start. Both the
Cabot boys and girls have had four
games in their first week of play. The
first game was against Washington in
the St. Monica’s gym. A first game is
always challenging, and made more so in
a gym with an unfamiliar rubber floor.
Both the Cabot boys and girls stepped up
to the challenge with wins, the girls won
23-17 and the boys won 26-16.

Next up was Waterford, just three
days later, the first home game of the
season. Both teams were scheduled to
play in the Waterford Tournament the
following weekend, so this game would
be a preview of the next game. The
Cabot girls may have been tired due to
the short break between games, or in
need of more practice, and it became
evident that Waterford was a talented
and aggressive team. Cabot girls strug-
gled to keep up and lost 36-23. The Cabot
boys were more than prepared and came
out flying up and down the court, man-
handling their opponent for a win, 23-20.

Then, the weekend was upon us, and
Friday night started the Waterford Tour-
nament. The girls had a rematch against
Waterford and the boys would be up
against Good Sheppard. Before the
game, the coaches were informed of a
rule change: pressing would not be lim-

Middle School Basketball
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ited to the last two minutes of a half.
This changed how the Cabot girls would
have prepared for the game, and suited
the defensive strengths of the Waterford
girls in a very small gym. The Cabot gym
is cavernous compared to the Waterford
gym. Alas, the girls struggled again with
poor shooting, and lost 30-13. The Cabot
boys faired little better, and found it hard
to execute their offense in such a small
gym, resulting in a loss of 48-20.

On the final day of the tournament,
the Cabot girls and boys were playing for
third place, each against Gilman. After
two losses in a row, the Cabot girls were
hungry for a win and came out on their
toes, making every effort to get the ball.
The scoring was spread across more then
half the team, and many turnovers were
forced as they won 43-22. The Cabot boys
played next, and the game started out
evenly matched, ending at half time with
a one point lead, 11-10. But, at the begin-
ning of the second half, the Cabot boys
were firing with all cylinders and took a
commanding lead, driving to a win, 40-
27. Alisha Celley and Jordan Hale were
named tournament MVPs.

The Cabot Middle School basketball
teams play next on January 3 at 5:30
p.m. in Craftsbury. Then, on January 8
at 5:00 p.m. in Cabot against Good
Sheppard, and again on January 11 at
5:00 p.m. in Cabot against Twinfield.

Cabot Recreation Department

By Amber Bothfeld

The ice rink will be up and running
soon. The border is in place and plastic is
ready to be laid down. We are just wait-
ing for some constant cold weather.

We are starting this basketball season
with three teams up and running! The
teams are formed and they are ready to

go. Pre-K-second grade basketball will
be starting in January. Check your
child’s backpack for sign ups. If you don’t
have one and would like to sign your
child up, call myself or Rebecca Nally for
a sign-up sheet. As always, we are look-
ing for members. Whether your child
plays sports is NOT guaranteed unless
we have members to help.

WATCH FOR
CABOT KIDS IN MAGAZINE

A little birdie told us - Yankee Magazine's March/April 2013 edition will include
a story about mapping places you love, which will feature the work of Cabot School
third graders and Cabot Chronicle contributer Julia Shipley. You may have read
Julia's articles about community mapping and working with Cabot school children
at the public library and school in past editions of the Cabot Chronicle.

In addition, the January/February issue of Yankee Magazine (freshly arrived at
news stands) features Rusty Churchill (the resident Road Scholar) talking about
keeping Cabot's roads drivable, also by Julia Shipley.

Register before
February 10
Still looking for Land

By Michelle Delaney

The Northeast Kingdom Warriors
Soccer Club is taking registration for
players between the ages of 6 and 18
(children born from August 1998 for-
ward) through the spring. We serve all
young soccer players in this area, as the
closest clubs to Cabot are Morrisville
and Barre. Games are played in May
and the first half of June. Practices will
begin as soon as we can get outside in
April. Teams need to be registered
by February 10 with the Vermont Soc-

Northeast Kingdom Warriors Soccer

We are still looking for a relatively
flat piece of land (around 200 X 120
yards) that can be used for a ten-year
period for a soccer field. The US Soccer
Foundation offers grants for field im-
provement and equipment and has
helped countless new clubs get estab-
lished.  However, in order to get a
grant, we need a piece of land to use.

We are always looking for other soc-
cer enthusiasts to help with coaching
and other club responsibilities. If you
would like to enroll your child for next
spring or volunteer for the Northeast
Kingdom Warriors, please contact Mi-
chelle at 563-2427 or mpsoc-
cer2@aol.com, or Donna at 595-9429 or

mackinnon.dm@gmail.com.

cer Association.
-

front porch forum~

HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT

Cabot front porch forum

210 members out of 550 households, almost more than 750 postings to date

Cabot residents can also sign up for Hardwick, Walden front porch forum
373 members out of 1610 households, more than 1,400 postings to date

Go to frontporchforum.com to sign up.

Front porch forum has been a great resource for neighbors to
communicate on the proposed all terrain vehicle ordinance in
Cabot. Sign up, see what your neighbors are saying, and voice
your thoughts.
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&> FROM THE CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Stop in and see our miniature Holiday
Village, thanks to Ed Lewis and all the
youth who participated in the paper
modeling workshops.

Programs

Figuring out your new E-Reader -
Anne Walker - Thursday, January
10, 6:30 p.m.

Did you get an E-Reader for Christmas?
Would you like to download free e-books
from Listen Up! VI? We will work with
you to get your new Kindle, Nook, iPad,
or another e-Reader working with Lis-
ten Up! VT.

Italian Cooking with Christine
Friese — Tuesday, January 15, 6:30-
8:30 p.m.

Join us for an evening of Italian food at
the Cabot Public Library. We'll make
risotto and talk about method and some
variations. And we'll have an Italian
salad and maybe even a sweet treat.
While cooking, I am happy to share in-
formation on the Italian language.

Community Book Group - Monday,
February 4, 10:30 am.

All are welcome to join in! We will be
meeting monthly on Monday mornings
and the first book will be The Golden
Spruce: A True Story of Myth, Madness,
and Greed by John Vaillant. Copies will
be available in the Cabot Library.

John Vaillant takes us into the heart of
North America's last great forest, where
trees grow to eighteen feet in diameter,
sunlight never touches the ground and
the chainsaws are always at work.
When a shattered kayak and camping
gear are found on an uninhabited is-
land, they reignite a mystery surround-
ing a shocking act of protest. Five
months earlier, logger-turned-activist
Grant Hadwin had plunged naked into
a river in British Columbia's Queen
Charlotte Islands, towing a chainsaw.
When his night's work was done, a
unique Sitka spruce, 165 feet tall and
covered with luminous golden needles,
teetered on its stump. Two days later it
fell. The tree, a fascinating puzzle to
scientists, was sacred to the Haida, a
fierce seafaring tribe based in the
Queen Charlottes. Vaillant recounts the

bloody history of the Haida and the
early fur trade, and provides harrowing
details of the logging industry, whose
omnivorous violence would claim both
Hadwin and the golden spruce.

Yoga & Wellness Classes — Mondays
6-7:30 p.m.

Welcome the changing seasons! Nour-
ish your body, mind and spirit! Please
contact Alicia Feltus for info about yoga.
802-563-3220 or aliciafeltus@gmail.com.

Dungeons & Dragons — Fridays 3:00
-5:30 p.m.

Join the group, conquer the obstacles,
and get out of the dungeon alive! All
are welcome.

Thank You!

Thanks again so much to Ed Lewis
and Cindy Robbins for many fun af-
ternoons of knitting/felting and paper
modeling. Much appreciation to Ben
Scotch for a thoughtful discussion on
how decisions are made about going to
war. Many thanks to Rachel Brandt,
Helen Sawyer, Beth Wade, and
Megan Walker for a really fun Holiday
Crafts workshop. Thanks so much to
all who participated in our special Holi-
day story hour, especially Raymond
and Amber Bothfeld. And thanks to
Cynthia Russell for helping to facili-
tate our new Community Book Group.
We are truly lucky and thankful to have
so many people willing to help out in

| ° 1
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' Reminders:
1o HOURS I
I o Tuesday  9:00am.-6:00pm. !
I **Story Hour 10:30-11:30 am™* :
: e Wednesday 2:00 a.m.-6:00p.m. |
i ©® Thursday 11:00am.-6:00p.m. |
1 e Saturday  9:00 am.-2:00p.m. 1
I e Closed Sunday, Monday & Friday :
: e Echo Pass — Allows up to 2
| adults and 3 youths, $4 each ad- |
1 mission price, entrance into the |1
1 ECHO Lake Aquarium and Sci- !
: ence Center in Burlington. :
See you at the Library!

Kathleen Hoyne and Anne Walker

i TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER

1d Schoollouse Commeon
g PO Box 143

e
s—Marshfield, VT 05658

By Elizabeth Bolt

Travel Stories Hour!

On Wednesday, January 16 from
10:30-11:30 am., join Neighbor to
Neighbor AmeriCorps member Peggy
Ramel for an hour spent sipping tea/
coffee and sharing travel stories through
photographs. Bring five photos depict-
ing some of your favorite travel adven-
tures—local, international, recent, or
long ago. Contact Rita Copeland at 426-
3447 to RSVP.

Thank You All

Thank you to all contributors to
TVSC Annual Appeal. Your generous
and thoughtful donations are very im-
portant to our continued success in help-
ing seniors at the Center and through
the Meals on Wheels program.

Assistance Please

If you are out on the roads and see a
disabled vehicle with a sign that says
"TWIN VALLEY SENIORS VOLUN-
TEER", please stop and offer your assis-
tance. Our dedicated Volunteers are on
a mission and may have car trouble. As
you know, cell service in our area is not
good, and we worry about our volunteers
on the roads they travel. If you cannot
assist them, please place a call to 426-
3447 so we can. Through the generosity
of United Way, we were able to purchase
these signs to identify our drivers as

A SALUTE To OUR SOLDIERS WITH
A VERMONT WINTER WEDDING

MiLrTARY COUPLE TO WIN A FREE
WINTER WEDDING IN VERMONT

A Salute to Our Soldiers honors our servicemen and
women with a complimentary Vermont wedding valued
at $70,000 for one deserving couple.

The contest to find that couple began December 15 and is organized by three
Vermont businesses: VI' Enchanted Events, VermontWeddings.com and The
Mountain Top Inn & Resort.

Entries will be reviewed and one couple will be selected to receive a wedding
package for up to 200 guests, hosted on December 15, 2013, at The Mountain
Top Inn and Resort, in Chittenden, VT.

Couples nationwide are encouraged to submit their love stories at Vermont-
Weddings.com between December 15, 2012, and April 1, 2013. The contest is open
to engaged and currently active, reserve, or retired members of the United States
Armed Forces — Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, or National
Guard.

Often, our country’s military personnel miss out on life’s most precious mo-
ments due to deployments, casualties and injuries. In gratitude for their service, A
Salute to Our Soldiers wedding give-away enables Vermont’s wedding vendors to
give back just a little to one worthy couple.

Due to the generous spirit of Vermont businesses, the growing list of donating vendors
includes:

+ 822 Weddings

* Barrie Fisher Photographers
* Carman Brook Farms

* Cuisine Lucette

* Creative Muse Floral

* Cynthea’s Spa

* Dayve Huckett

* Five Elements Salon and Day Spa
* Hawley’s Florist

* Irene’s Cakes by Design

* Keepsake by Nana

* Lake Champlain Chocolates

* LoveBuzzPhoto

* New Leaf Organics

* Perennial Studios

* Shear Heaven Salon and Day Spa
* SuperSounds DJ

* The Linen Shop at Occasions

* Truly Noted

* VickeryHill.com

* Vermont Bride Magazine

Several of these Vermont wedding vendors also extend military discounts to
couples planning their weddings.

About the Organizers: VT' Enchanted Events: Wedding planning that ranges
from the bare basics up to complete wedding services tailored to fit all budgets.
Each individual has their own unique style and flair that they will want for their
wedding; the goal is to gain insight and bring it to life and present it like a page
turning in a book. After all, this is a love story being told to family, friends, and
most important of all, to each other!

The Mountain Top Inn & Resort: Just 11 miles from Killington, The Mountain
Top Inn & Resort is the ideal location to host a Vermont destination wedding. The
Resort’s Barn accommodates 250 guests, with a lake and Green Mountains as the
back drop. Classic lodge accommodations, menu planning to meet each couple's
personal tastes and an array of activities for friends and family complete the pack-
age for couples to create perfect memories for their wedding. Visit mountain-
topinnweddings.com.

VermontWeddings.com: Vermont’s largest, most comprehensive online directory
of wedding resources including locations, professional services, guest accommoda-
tions and activities. VermontWeddings.com provides couples with online tools to
research, plan and share information about their picture perfect Vermont wedding.
Visit us at VermontWeddings.com, and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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TVSC volunteers so citizens will stop in
case of need to offer their assistance.

Exercise Classes
Tai Chi-TVSC

Starting February 6, a free Tai Chi
class will be held on Wednesdays from
1:00-2:00 p.m. at the Twin Valley Senior
Center. Rooted in Chinese tradition, Tai
Chi 1s a low-impact form of exercise con-
sisting of a series of gentle, fluid move-
ments performed in rhythmic slow pat-
terns; benefits of practicing Tai Chi in-
clude further development of muscle
strength and flexibility, pain and stiff-
ness reduction, and balance improve-
ment. To sign up for the free class,
please contact Rita Copeland at 426-
3447 by January 30.

Growing Stronger - Cabot Com-
mons
Starting January 29, Growing

Stronger—a free 12-week strength
training program for older adults—will
be held in the Community Room at the
Cabot Commons Senior Housing com-
plex. The program consists of exercises
tailored to strengthen all major muscle
groups In the upper and lower body.
The class will be held on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons from 2:00-3:00
p-m. and all equipment will be provided.
An introductory meeting at Cabot Com-
mons will be held on January 8 from
2:00-3:00 p.m. for all interested individu-
als. To sign up for the free course, please
contact Jen Messier at 802-595-3323 by
December 31.
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CABOT CORRIDOR REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE

Public Presentation:
Wednesday, January 9, 7:00 p.m., at the Willey Building

Options for Main Street : This will be a public presentation of the Scoping Study
Report, reflecting work done over more than six months by the committee and par-
ticipating community members. This Scoping Study was necessary in order for
Cabot to be eligible to apply for VTrans construction grant funding. The plans to be
presented as part of the Scoping Study Report will be conceptual in nature and do
not necessarily reflect actual projects to be constructed. All projects pursued as part
of any VTrans construction grant in the future will be subject to public input.

Grant Approval Meeting:
Wednesday, January 16, 6:30 p.m., at the Willey Building

VTrans Alternate Grant: This will be a public presentation to the Cabot Select
Board of the application and associated documentation related to the first project to
be pursued as part of a VIrans Alternate Construction Grant. The area to be fo-
cused on is the intersection of South Walden Road and Route 215 at the north end
of Main Street. There will be no public input at this meeting, as the application is
only an attempt to secure grant funding. If Cabot is selected, there will be many
meetings at which the public will be given opportunities to help guide the develop-
ment of actual construction plans and design details.

Birds of a Feather, They’re Not

By Doug Morin

WORKING FOR (ABOT

The following groups are working to carry on the projects identified by Cabot
residents through the Community Visit Program of the Vermont Council on Ru-
ral Development during September, October and November. Please consider
joining a group working on a topic that interests you. Call the chairperson or
just show up at a meeting.

COMMITTEE TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Co-Chairs:
Christine Friese: 563-2832 christine.c.friese@gmail.com
Ann Walker: 563-2721 CabotLibrary@yahoo.com

First Projects:
e]ldentify the best bulletin boards to post for the offline members of the commu-

nity

eldentify the best calendar tools to cover all users but avoid redundancies
e]ldentify contacts for all types of events and organizations—school, theater and
the arts, business events, community festivals, etc., from whom we can receive
news and to whom we can send questions

eKach committee member will participate on Front Porch Forum to share news
and build discussions

Next Meeting:

Monday, January 7, 7:00 p.m., Willey Building

COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP A CABOT COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER

Chairperson:
R.D. Eno RDEno@fairpoint.net

First Projects:
«Community assessment/inventory survey

eMission Statement and Group Name
¢Cabot Community Association representative

Next Meeting:
Thursday, January 10, 6:30 p.m., Willey Building

COMMITTEE TO BUILD A CABOT AGRICULTURAL NETWORK

Co-Chairpersons:
Richard Hourihan 535-4552 CabotChristmasTrees@juno.com
Chuck Merriam

Subgroups forming:
eMaple Sugar

eDairy

oVegetables

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, January 22, 7:00 p.m., Willey Building

“That’s a downy. No wait, it’s a hairy —
definitely a hairy. Well, hang on...maybe
it is a downy.” I admit it: I've had this
happen to me more than once.

With the onset of winter, downy and
hairy woodpeckers become more appar-
ent— knocking away in our woods and
stopping by our birdfeeders. With strik-
ingly similar feather patterns, the two
can be hard to distinguish if one only
catches a glimpse. Both have black
wings with white markings; white bel-
lies, sides, and backs; and distinctively
white- and black-striped heads. Males of
both species have red patches on the
backs of their heads, which females lack.
While seasoned birders can tell the dif-
ference between the two birds’ calls and
the shade of white on the tail feathers,
the most reliable visual differences are
that hairies are larger (by about 1.5
inches and 2 ounces) and have more
solid, longer bills than downies.

Because of such striking similarities,
one might assume that downies and
hairies are very closely related, even
that they’re probably each other’s closest
relatives (“sister species” in evolutionary
biology lingo) — just like our white tailed
deer and the west’s mule deer are.

Evolutionary biologists had reached
exactly the same conclusion — that is
until DNA sequencing allowed them to
bypass comparing traits like weight, size,
and color and go right to the source when
determining evolutionary relationship.
What the genes show is that downies
and hairies aren’t evolutionary sisters.
The two species are related: they are
both in the genus Picoides. But, the ge-
nus is separated into two branches. In
one group 1s the downy woodpecker,
with its closest relatives: the Nuttall’s,
the ladder-backed, and the lesser spotted
woodpeckers. The other branch contains
the hairy woodpecker and its closest
relatives: the Arizona, white-headed, and
red-cockaded woodpeckers.

But how can two species look almost
1dentical without being immediate rela-
tives? One theory is convergent evolu-
tion. Think of bats and birds, which both
have wings, but aren’t close relatives, or
crocodiles and hippopotamuses, which
both have eyes on the tops of their heads,
but also aren’t close relatives. When spe-
cies evolve from different backgrounds
toward a similar state, it’s called conver-
gent evolution. So, if this is the cause of
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the woodpecker similarity, then the an-
cestors of these two species looked differ-
ent, but slowly evolved to look similar to
each other over time.

Support for this idea comes from the
observation that hairy woodpeckers Liv-
ing well outside the range of downies (in
Central America) have begun to morph
in color: they have brownish underparts,
as opposed to the white found on birds in
the northeast. It's almost as if they are
free to change appearance when downy
woodpeckers are not present, but when
the two live together, they are con-
strained to look the same by some force
of evolution.

What could that force be? Convergent
evolution occurs for a variety of reasons.
For instance, our harmless eastern milk
snake evolved to look like the venomous
northern copperhead snake. This simi-
larity benefits milk snakes, which preda-
tors may confuse for venomous copper-
heads and avoid, losing out on an easy
meal.

In the case of our woodpeckers, how-
ever, we have no evidence that either
species 1s venomous.

Instead, some scientists suspect that
the similarity between downies and
hairies could be related to territoriality.
Both woodpeckers compete for limited
resources: food and trees that provide
nesting cavities. Converging on a similar
look may be a way for birds with brains
the size of a pea to identify competitors
more easily: all they have to do is shoo
away any bird that looks like them.

The territoriality hypothesis hasn’t
been tested yet, though, so we dont
know the full story. What we do know is
that even some of our most familiar birds
hold riddles that we have yet to decipher.

Doug Morin is an ecologist living in
Burlington, Vermont. llustration
by Adelaide Tyrol. The Outside Story is
assigned and edited by Northern Wood-
lands magazine and sponsored by the
Wellborn Ecology Fund of New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation: well-
born@nhcf.org.
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WA OVE NOTES

The Cabot Chronicle is creating a special section in February.
If there is someone special you'd like to send your valentine’s greet-
ings to in the next issue of The Cabot Chronicle, simply send us your
greeting along with proper payment before January 15, 2013.

$5.00 for up to 50 words and single photo

Send your Love Notes to inbox@cabotchronicle.org or call 563-3338.
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ACCOUNTING

& FINANCIAL

EdwardJones
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Joe Malboeuf
Financial Advisor
20 Susie Wilson Rd Unit C
Essex Junction, VT 05452
802-878-8002

4/13

& HATELM.GREAVES

Income Tax & Bookkeeping Services
E-Filing Returns/Prompt Refunds
27 Dow Drive-Walden
E. Hardwick, VT 05836
Telephone (802) 563-2332
Fax (802) 563-2601

2/14

Lenny Van Riper
The Financial Marketplace Inc.
29 Main St., Ste.2, Montpelier, VT 05602
802-229-2245 or 800-499-0938
www.financialmarketplaceinc.com

For Security & Independence
N2

M. STUART & ASSOCIATES, INC.
DENISE STUART~MICHAEL. STUART, CPA
Certified Public Accountant
and Business Consultants
156 Daniels Road, PO Box 908
Hardwick, VT 05843
802-472-6192
denise@mstuartassociates.com

michael@mstuartassociates.com
4/13

CONTRACTORS

“Our Goal Is 100% Customer Satisfaction”
471 Hollister Hill, Plainfield, Vermont
Mon-Fr1 9 a.m.-6 p.m. ~ Sat 9 a.m.—noon

FLOORING (802) 454-7301
4/13

DUNHAM BROTHERS
PAINTING Inc.

Wall Covering & Painting Contractors
Damien Dunham
Office : (802) 426-4077
Fax: (802) 426-4037

3/13

Qﬁm‘e%Manln Eco Floots
Qua]lty Affordable Local

7 ustless Sanding Refinishing
Natural Finishes
Prefinished/Unfinished

Oliver Flooring Sales Installations Cyrus
Welters Free Estimates Pond

8025955049 KeepVermontGreener.com
913

FARM & GARDEN | RESTAURANTS m

Amandas- 2%

o2t
GREENHOUSE

Open 9 am - 6pm, Closed Mondays
Perennials, Flower and Vegetable Plants
Rt. 215, Cabot --- 426-3783 1112

J@ BRUNELLE FARMS

Dutton Brook Road, Brownington, VT
Non-Certified Organic hay $3.50/bail
Delivery Available
(802)754-2028 or
abrunellefarm@hotmail.com

<& CABOT GREENFOUSE sNURSERY

P.O. Box 156, Route 215, Cabot, Vermont
Flowers, Shrubs, Bedding & Vegetable Plants
Gary Katz ~ Vicki Yamasaki
(802) 563-2078

HEALTH &

2
—
Do

3/13

WELLNESS

Hardwick Chiropractic
Gentle, Effective Health Care
Dr. Grace Johnstone ~ Dr. Rick Eschholz
Dr. Allison Bogan
54 School Circle, East Hardwick, VT
hardwickchiropractic.com
472-3033

A _PyrAMID
B1LACK BELT ACADEMY
Discipline ~ Focus ~ Family
Master’s Alba & Stanley Parsons
Certified 7th Dan Instructors
Hardwick, VT ~ 472-3045

4/13

1/13

LOCAL RETAIL

RHAPSODY Local Organic
(802)563-2172
www.rhapsodynaturalfoods.com
Tempeh BBQ & Teryaki & Eggrolls
Now Available at the Cabot Store!

www.rhapsodynaturalfoods.com
213

GOODRICH’S Maple Farm
2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647
802-426-3388
Maple products-holiday gift baskets,
sugaring supplies, tanks
Everything for all your sugaring needs

8/12

(!Ehmﬂ'i @runide

Put your business here.
Directory ads are a great
value at $80 for the year!
Call 563-3338

BUTLC o RIS IAURIN

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER
Stan Linkovich-Owner
Main Street, Cabot ~ 802.563.2422
Questions? Suggestions? e-mail us
at buttersrestaurant@yahoo.com
“It’s Better at Butters”
213

SERVICES
CABOT HEIGHTS

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Plowing and Snow Removal
Driveway Repair, Renovations
Painting, AND MORE.....
Call: 802-563-2397 or 802-274-6646
Email: CodlingMB@Fairpoint.net

www.CabotHeights.com 1112

ol %{
W Cedar Brook Farm

Brush Hogging & Cedar Fence Posts
Wildlife Food Plots
Large Acreage Rototilling
Anthony Palmiero ~ 802-456-1436
East Calais, VT
ajpalmiero@vtlink.net

3/13
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Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M
64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760
Hardwick, Vermont 05843
(802) 472-8400
info@hardwickvet.com
www.hardwickvet.com

Open Tuesday - Saturday
8/12

Heating And More LLC
Your Efficiency Experts
Wood, Oil, Propane, Pellets
And Now...Geothermal
Free Estimates, Emergency Service
Also Plumbing Repairs
Family Owned And Operated
Customer Satisfaction Our #1 Priority
Call:426-HEAT(4328)

6/12

Masse Poultry Processing
Custom Slaughtering . All Types of Poultry
387 Eden Mountain Road,
Craftsbury, VT 05826 ~ 802 586 2857.

5/12

Seth’s Computer Services
* PC and Mac Repair and Upgrades
* Laptop Repair and Upgrades
* Wireless Network Installations
* PC Spyware and Virus Removal
WWW.SETHSCOMPUTER.COM
seth@sethscomputer.com

802-370-3067

11/12

Sunwise Surveying
Specializing In Boundary Surveying
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire
193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT
426-3025

SWAMPFARM
TRANSPORTATION

We can move the earth
Gravel, Sand, Stone, Top Soil, Mulch
Owner Luke Persons
802-839-9316

6/12

8/13
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RENTALS

CABOT VACATION RENTALS -
SW Florida pool home on Gulf access
canal. Weeks available for sunny win-
ter vacations

Walden waterfront all-season cabin
available by the week or weekends for
the foliage and holiday season and be-
yond.
cabotvacationrentals.shutterfly.com or
call (802)563-2904

FOR HIRE

HOUSE CLEANER FOR HIRE -
Reliable, Affordable, and with Great
References, that’s me. I know how it is;
you work full time, have kids, or are
just too tired to even want to think
about cleaning the house, or folding
laundry, among other things. So call
me, Jennifer at 563-2058, I have a love
for cleaning and organizing and I look
forward to hearing from you.

ATTENTION AR
ADVERTISERS! (A |

The Cabot Chronicle

now has
online
affordable
advertising.

For more
mnformation
contact
The Cabot Chronicle
at 563-3338.

Don’t miss out on this
opportunity. Space is limited.

NEW YEAR - NEW CAREER:

REGISTER NOW

START THE NEW YEAR ON THE PATH TO A NEW CAREER
ENROLL IN AN ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE PROGRAM

DIGITAL MARKETING
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MEDICAL ASSISTING
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Learn more about all of our career-focused degrees and certificates.

www.ccv.edu

1-800-228-6686
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY TO TRAIN PART-TIME

SALES ASSOCIATES

THE CABOT CHRONICLE IS LOOKING TO
HIREADVERTISING SALES ASSOCIATES.
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.
MAKE YOUR OWN SCHEDULE.
MORE INFO CALL 563-3338 OR E-MAIL
ADS@CABOTCHRONICLE.ORG




