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Tom Sawyer In Cabot 

By Sarah Spletzer Welters 
 

     Sandy and Richard 
Ducharme, both in their sixties, 
grew up on dairy farms in 
Cabot. They went to school to-
gether, became a couple in high 
school, and are now married -- 
for 45 years!    
     Sandy designs and paints 
floorcloths and hand-hooked 
wool rugs. Richard is the owner 
and builder of Hillcrest Chairs, 
and builds dry stone walls in 
Vermont.  If you are curious 
about Sandy’s and Richard’s 
work and want to know more, 
go to www.sandyducharmede 
signs.com and www.hillcrest 
chairs.com.  
     I met Sandy and Richard on 
a sunny August afternoon at 
their home on Ducharme Road. 
The first thing I saw were the 
colorful patches of flowers in 
their garden, before Sandy and 
Richard allow me a tour 
through their home and individ-
ual studios.  
 

Sandy, do you dye the wool 
for your handhooked rugs 
yourself?  
Sandy: I do, except for a few 
pieces that I find in the store, 
that I like for their patterns. I 
also mix most of the colors for 
the painted floorcloths myself. 
This art form was developed 
along the New England coast in 
the 1700s. It is important to me 
to use authentic colors from the 
different eras, especially when I 
use historic patterns or stencils.  
 

I see that you have a lot 
floorcloths in use in your 
own house - do people ever 
have trouble stepping on 
them, because they look 
quite delicate?  
Sandy: It’s funny that you’re 
asking that! A customer who 

bought a floorcloth from me 
about a year ago told me that 
her family just recently started 
to dare step on it!  People, in-
deed, get scared that they might 
ruin it by using it.  But, it really 
can handle a lot.  It is made 
from canvas that is used for 
sailboats, and it has six layers of 
acrylic finish on it. This one (she 
points at the floorcloth right at 
her entrance door) is a couple of 
years old, and it doesn’t even 
have marks yet, as you can see.  
 

Making rugs and hand-
painted floor cloths can be 
seen as an art or craft. 
Where do you see yourself 
and your work on that spec-
trum?  
Sandy: I love being creative! I 
love being outside, I love flowers, 
colors. I am always doing some-
thing creative, whether it’s wa-
tercolors or making rugs - it’s 
simply a part of me! Whether it’s 
called art or craft is not so im-
portant to me, as long as I am 
creative.  
 

There are a lot of motifs 
from nature in your art-
work, especially flowers. Do 
you find inspiration in your 
own garden?  
Sandy: Oh yes! But not just 
there! We used to have a nurs-
ery. And whereever we go for 
vacation, I take pictures of flow-
ers and other plants that I use 
for my artwork.   
     We are both looking at a 
plant in front of us. The pattern 
on the leaves, that shows nearly 
square patches in different 
shades of green, reminds me of 
the pattern of Sandy’s latest 
hooked rug in progress that is 
lying right next to it on the 
couch.  
 

(see “Ducharme”, page 3) 

What Are You Up To? 
Sandy and Richard Ducharme 

A classic tale.  Paul Wade saw these folks  on his way to recycling, at work near the old lower Cabot store, 
and snapped the photo.  We think Mark Twain would have been inspired. 

By Ellen Cairns 
 

     This month, we chatted with 
Greg Burtt, owner of Burtt’s 
Orchard in Cabot.  A quick over-
view of the basics:  Burtt’s has 
ten, acres with about 8,000 ap-
ple trees and 40 varieties of ap-
ples. 
 

Cabot Chronicle: I’ve read 
that your parents started the 
farm in 1989 with cows and a 
sugaring operation, and that it 
was your idea to start the or-
chard.  Why apples? 
Greg Burtt: I wrote a business 
plan for my Senior Project (at 
Cabot High School) that in-
cluded planting apples.  I asked 
my dad if I could use some land 
that wasn’t that great to try it, 
and he actually said I should 
use some of the better land for 
it.  I planted about 300 trees 
that first year. 
 

CC:  Do your parents still have 
the farm? 
GB:  Yes.  When I’m not work-
ing in the orchard, I work on the 

farm- it’s about a 50/50 split 
on how I spend my time.  
We have 25,000 taps now.  
Before we moved to Cabot, 
my dad had a farm and con-
struction business in west-
ern Massachusetts.  He had 
12,000 taps, which at the 
time was the largest sugar-
ing operation in the state. 
 

CC:  And I saw on Front 
Porch Forum that you're 
also growing cherries? 
GB:  Yes, we started with 
just six cherry trees, then 
planted another 60 in 2011, 
and then this year another 
120.  They are tart cherries, 
which are great for pies.  
We’ve had people come 
cherry-picking, and we’ll be ex-
panding that.  The cherry sea-
son is usually from the end of 
July through August, so it 
works well with apple season. 
 

CC:  If you weren’t farming, 
what do you think you’d be do-
ing? 

GB: I studied mechanical engi-
neering (at UVM) so most likely 
that.  But, I can’t see myself not 
farming, really.  I was three 
when we moved here, so I grew 
up on the farm.  I started work-
ing when I was 7 and worked 
about 30 hours per week.  It was 
(See “Local Business”, page 3) 

Local Business Matters 
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Vermont Voter Registration 
 

     Vermont has passed a number of 
measures that makes voter registration 
more accessible to eligible Vermont citi-
zens. In today’s world work schedules, 
family commitments, travel and access to 
transportation are often barriers to be-
coming a registered voter and to voting.  
This year, the legislature passed H.458, a 
bill that automatically registers eligible 
Vermonters to vote when applying for a 
state driver’s license. Vermont is now the 
fourth state with such a law. Passed with 
virtually unanimous support, the law will 
streamline voter registration at the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) with a 
system that identifies eligible Vermonters 
and automatically sends their informa-
tion to the town or city clerk for addition 
to the checklist. This law also enables 
license applicants to "opt-out" of voter 
registration. It is estimated that auto-
matic voter registration could add be-
tween 30,000 and 50,000 new voters 
within the first four years of implementa-
tion. As of July 31, there are 449,772 reg-
istered Vermont voters. 
     Last year Vermont became the 14th 
state to allow same-day voter registra-
tion. This law expands access to voting by 
enabling Vermonters to register to vote 

on the same day of the election. This law 
goes into effect for the 2018 Election Cy-
cle.   
     Additionally, Secretary of State Jim 
Condos has launched a new on-line voter 
registration system that enables voters to 
update personal information and to con-
veniently register to vote. To register to 
vote on-line visit: olvr.sec.state.vt.us. I 
encourage all who are eligible and are not 
registered to vote to take advantage of 
these new initiatives or to register in per-
son at your local town clerk’s office. Early 
voting for the November 8 General Elec-
tion begins September 23 and runs 
through November 7 at your town clerk’s 
office. Just stop by your clerk’s office and 
vote early or take your ballot with 
you.You can also contact your town clerk 
and request a ballot to be mailed to you. 
The last day one can register to vote in 
the General Election is November 2. Elec-
tion Day is Tuesday, November 8. 
     It is an honor to represent our commu-
nities at the State House. I always appre-
ciate hearing from you and look forward 
to seeing you on the campaign trail. 
 

kittytoll@live.com 
ktoll@leg.state.vt.us 
PO Box 192, Danville, VT 05828 
802-684-3671       www.kittytoll.com 

By Representative Catherine (Kitty) Toll 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
CABOT ♦ DANVILLE ♦ PEACHHAM 

    COUNTRY COMMENTARY 
Greetings and salutations,  
 

     We have been harvesting and look 
forward to the canning and freezing of 
the fruits and vegetables of our labors.  It 
was a great year for blueberries, and we 
have so many.  We are thankful as al-
ways for whatever produce we are able 
to glean from our gardens. 
     I am taking guitar lessons and am 
coming along.  I can almost strum to the 
Unicorn song.  It feels good when you can 
switch chords without looking, which is 
where I am just about.  I love it, but I am 
a slow learner.  Won't stop me from 
learning still just harder.  Nothing worth 
having comes easy, I've been told.  So it 
would seem. 
     I have another milestone in life and 
became fifty-five years old.  I don't feel it, 
though.  I am a bit wiser for the years 
and experience, but still young at heart.  
I will never give up on my youthful atti-
tude.  It buoys me when things get a bit 
rough.  Life is more fun, too, I think. 
     The summer has gone by rather 
quickly in spite of the rain and swelter-
ing heat, though it hasn't been too bad 
this year.  I can hardly wait for the cooler 
autumn days with the extraordinary 
blue skies and the fragrant moldering 
leaves.  Autumn is my favorite time of 
year.  
     The cats are still tolerating one an-
other and life seems good, but won't feel 
complete until we get the puppies.  It 
seems like an unbelievably long wait, but 
am still so very excited.  Any suggestions 
on puppy potty training?  I want to get it 
right.  I have heard crating is good at 
night and just keeping a close eye on 
them during the day.  I have also been 

told that a consistent feeding schedule is 
helpful in the training.  We did it all with 
Jade, but it was fourteen years ago... OY!  
     I don't know how the cats will do with 
the puppies, but they will have to adjust, 
the wee beggers.  Life is exciting to us, at 
any rate, and continues to be so.  The 
herbal course has four more lessons left 
out of ten, and I have increased my 
apothecary considerably.  I really recom-
mend this course by Rosemary Gladstar 
to anyone interested.  It is so worth it.  
My library of herbal remedies has in-
creased, as well, and I have found all 
sorts of remedies to experiment carefully 
with.  
     Well, happy harvest to one and all!  
Enjoy the last of the hot days, maybe by 
a lake or pond.  We are so lucky to live in 
a State that has so many swimming 
holes.  Well, I will be thinking of you 
when I am picking the last of my berries, 
and drinking lemonade off my deck after 
a hot day in the garden. 
 

Enjoy life as much as possible! 
Laura Lee Saorsa Smith 

HILLTOP AUTO BODY 
TIM and JENNIFER GOCHEY 

 

 
 

Professional collision repair, associated with all insurance companies,  
we’ll handle your claim from start to finish including rental cars.  

802-426-3738 or 802-563-2377 
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(continued from page 1) 
 

Isn’t it funny how you see resem-
blance everywhere once you get 
involved with something?  
Sandy: Yes, and that’s what I love about 
being creative! You can’t look at things 
the same way anymore, once you look 
with an artist’s eye.  
 

Sandy and Richard, both of you are 
taking part in the Open Studio 
weekends. Are they helpful to get 
exposure as an artist in Cabot, Ver-
mont?  
Both: Yes!  
Richard: Yes, we get a lot of visitors and 
meet new customers in that way.  
Sandy: People love to see where it’s all 
made and they love to take a tour 
through our house and studios. They see 
that we, ourselves, are really living with 
our artworks and that we are making 
use of it in our daily lives. 
  
Richard, are your customers from 
Vermont or out of state?  
Richard:  Both. We have customers in 
Cabot, from everywhere in Vermont and 
from other States; the Boston area, for 
example. Some people know about the 
chairs from our flyers, through the open 
studio weekends, or other customers. 
Others see our sign by the road and de-
cide to drive by and take a look. The only 
problem with out of staters that come by 
spontaneously is that sometimes their 
cars are not made to fit my chairs, and 
it’s a lot of work to take them apart!  
 

Do you two ever collaborate crea-
tively? I have seen some chairs on 
your website that look like they 
could have been painted by 
Sandy…?  
Richard:  Indeed, those are custom made 
chairs for special occasions, like love 
seats or memorial chairs. Sometimes, 
people want a special image, and Sandy 
paints it for them. 
 

Richard, I heard you don’t just 
make chairs, but you also build dry 
stone walls….  
Richard:  Yes, I have been doing that for 
years now!  I started back in 1999.  But, 
it takes years and years to develop the eye 
for it!  I made the wall that you can see 
right when you come into Cabot, next to 
the Creamery; and the one behind the 
Willey building, for example.  
 

Do you like puzzles? Making stone 
walls always strikes me as similar to 
making puzzles.  
Richard:  That’s right, I do!  It is actually 
similar.  I sometimes work on it for 
twelve, fourteen hours a day, though.  
 

That’s long. I can imagine it can be 
pretty meditative at times though - 
is it?  
Richard:  Well yeah, you can do a lot of 
thinking.  My thinking is in looking for 
the next stone.  Like you said, it is a puz-
zle.  The secret to this whole trade is this: 
You have a hole, you need to fix it, need 
to fill it.  So, you are looking for the next 
ten, twenty seconds for a stone that fits.  
If you don’t find it, you’ve got to move on 
to the next one! Because, when you pick 
up the next stone, the one you were look-
ing for is right underneath that one! 
 

What Are You Up To? Is brought to you 
by the Cabot Community Association.  If 
you would like to suggest a Cabot resi-
dent to be highlighted in this monthly 
c o l u m n ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
Lori@CabotVermont.org or call 563-
3338. 

Ducharme 

By Ben Davis,  
NEKWMD Representative 
 

     This summer, the Cabot Recycling 
Center enlarged its operations. The cur-
rent space was expanded back into the 
building, and the list of materials now 
being collected for recycling has grown. 
     Some of the new items being collected 
are light bulbs of all kinds (no broken 
light bulbs, please), used motor oil, bat-
teries of all kinds, hardcover books, and 
used tires. Tires are taken for a fee; a 
price list is posted at the center.  A com-
plete list of everything now being col-
lected is available at the Center. 
     A major change is the inclusion of 
electronics.  Acceptable items are taken 
for no charge. Please be aware that stor-
age space for electronics is limited.  If 
you have a lot of electronics, plan to 
bring them down a few at a time.  Note 
that coffee makers, vacuum cleaners, 
and irons are not considered electronic 
waste. 
     Because the NEKWMD relies on ma-
jor recycling markets to move collected 
materials, all items brought down must 

be clean and free of food residues. That 
means: please rinse your milk jugs, 
cans, and bottles. 
     Plastics now being recycled are these 
numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4 only. Containers 
must be 2 gallons or less. Tubs and auto-
motive product containers are accept-
able as long as they are completely 
drained of fluid. Note that vinyl siding, 
CD cases, VHS tapes, Styrofoam (or #6 
of any kind), syringes and medical de-
vices are NOT taken. These items go in 
your regular trash. 
     Plastic bags must be labeled #2 or #4, 
including bubble wrap. Zip lock bags are 
not recyclable at this time. 
     Newspapers, magazines and office 
paper, including junk mail, are collected 
together. This includes telephone books, 
paperback books, colored paper and 
wrapping paper. NOT included in this 
category are brown craft paper, box-
board, coffee cups, ice cream cartons, 
milk cartons, or metallic wrapping pa-
per. 
     Recycling Center attendants Anthony 
Russell and Dakota Coutu are on duty 
(see ’Recycling’ page 5) 

Cabot Recycling Center Has Grown 

Richard and Sandy Ducharme 

(continued from page 1) 
 

 fun – I liked that I was doing something 
meaningful, to know I was helping. I 
worked so much on the farm that going 
to school was fun, too, because it was 
kind of a break from working. 
 

CC:  How many people visit the orchard 
each year?  Do they come from all over, 
or mainly this area? 
GB:  Around 10,000 people- 3,000 – 
4,000 customers plus kids and families.  
Most come from within a 45 minute 
drive, but we also get some foliage tour-
ists.   
 

CC:  How many people do you hire dur-
ing the season? 
GB:  Six part time, and one long-time 
full-time person.  My wife, Stefanie, is a 
big part of the operation, as well.  She 
does a lot of the planting, pruning, run-
ning the register.  She also has become 
kind of an expert in the business-end of it
- and there’s a lot to learn about all of 
that. 
 

CC:  What do you like about having a 
business in Cabot? 
GB:  I just love Cabot, first of all.  The 
involvement of neighbors and friends- it’s 
more personal to be part of the commu-
nity.  I’m involved with the mentoring 
program, and it’s fun when mentors and 
mentees come for the day to pick apples.  
I like getting to know more people in 

town, especially when you feel the sup-
port from the community.  I think a lot 
about my impact on the community and 
how the business affects my neighbors. 
 

CC:  What’s your favorite thing about 
having the orchard? 
GB:  I’d say it’s the interactions with the 
people who come to pick the apples and 
bring them home.  The rest of farming is 
more just about production.  It’s great to 
see families enjoying themselves.  This 
has become a special place to other peo-
ple, not just me.  People say “We’ve been 
bringing our kids since they were ba-
bies.”  I love that we’re part of those tra-
ditions.  I also enjoy that it’s really a life-
time of learning on the horticultural side. 
 

CC:  What’s your least favorite thing 
about it? 
GB:  The paperwork- just the typical 
business stuff you have to do.  And the 
pests –like Japanese beetles- when you 
can’t find a good solution to them. 
 

CC:  When will you be open for picking 
this year? 
GB:  By the third week in August. 
 

Local Business Matters is brought to you 
by Cabot Community Association.  Ellen 
will be contacting local business people 
over the next few months.  If you have a 
business and are interested in being high-
lighted or have other ideas you’d like to 
propose, we’d love to hear from you.  Call 
us at 563-3338 or email Ellen@Cabot 
Vermont.org. 

Local Business 

     The Vermont Agriculture Hall of 
Fame Committee is pleased to announce 
the inductees for 2016. 
Recipients are chosen based on their 
accomplishments and significant contri-
butions to Vermont agriculture. They 
are: 

• Gordon J. Booth, Barre 
dairy farmer and legislator 
(posthumously) 
• Anne C. Brown, Vermont 
Morgan Horse breeder and pro-
motor 
• Walter and Sally Goodrich, 
dairy farmers and acclaimed 
Jersey breeders 
• Ralph McNall, dairy farmer 
and industry leader 

     These nominees will be honored on 
Wednesday, August 31, 2016, during the 
luncheon at the Champlain Valley Ex-
position. 
     Also during that time, the black and 
white photographs of the 2015 inductees 

will be revealed. These photos will fea-
ture Putnam Blodgett, Arthur Clifford, 
James Harvey, Governor Frederick Hol-
brook and Mariafranca Morselli. 
     Family members and representatives 
from many agricultural organizations in 
Vermont will be in attendance as we 
honor these deserving individuals. 
     Sixty-one photographs depicting sixty
-three former nominees are on display in 
the entryway of the Robert E. Miller 
Building and can be viewed during the 
Fair, as well as throughout the year. We 
encourage Vermonters to visit the exhi-
bition and remember the many contri-
butions these folks have made to our 
industry. 
     Nomination forms are available on 
the Exposition website (cvexpo.org) and 
can be made at any time. 
     For more information about the 
event, please contact Jackie Folsom, 
Chair of the Committee, at 
crkdbrks@aol.com or 802-426-3579. 

Cabot Farmers Honored 
2016 Vermont Agriculture  

Hall of Fame Inductees Announced 

Walter and Sally Goodrich, Cabot residents and long-time dairy farmers, 

will be honored at the Vermont Agriculture Hall of Fame on August 31.  

They will be joined by 19 family members and almost 150 other invited 

guests as they are inducted into the Hall.  "It's been alot of fun talking with 

Sally and listening to her great stories about farming, cows, and how she 

met Walt," said Jackie Folsom, chair of the nominating committee.  "The 

Goodriches certainly represent the type of folks in the agricultural industry 

that the Hall showcases - involved in their community, as well as their 

farm, pursuing innovative ideas and diversification of their resources."   

Congratulations! 
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    OBITUARIES & MEMORIALS 
Roger J. Blouin 

 

     Roger J. Blouin, 88, of 
Lepage Road, Barre 
Town, passed away on 
Tuesday, August 9, 2016, 
at his home with his fam-
ily at his bedside. 
     Born in Graniteville, 
Vermont, on July 28, 

1928, he was the son of the late Alvida 
a n d  E l in a  (C r e te )  B l o u i n . 
Roger attended elementary school in 
Cabot and was a graduate of St. Mi-
chael's High School, class of 1946. 
After his schooling he worked in the gran-
ite quarries. He later was employed at 
the Lane Machine Shop in Montpelier. 
His last employment was at LaCross Me-
morials in Barre where he retired, in 
1990, after 44 years of employment. 
     On April 22, 1950, he married Joyce 
Craige in St. Sylvester Catholic Church 
in Graniteville. They resided in Granite-
ville before moving to Barre Town. 
     Roger was a member of St. Monica 
Catholic Church in Barre; the Knights of 
Columbus, a member of the Barre Crib-
bage League (44 years), and a member of 
the Horseshoe League, Cribbage League.  
Among his interests were, ice fishing, 
rabbit hunting, snowmobiling, gardening, 
and horseshoes, playing cards, and espe-
cially enjoyed dancing, but most of all he 
enjoyed spending precious time with his 
family and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. One of his favorite events 
was attending the Blouin family reunion 
every year. Roger was a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, and friend. 
     Survivors include his devoted wife of 
66 years of marriage, Joyce Blouin, of 
Barre Town; his children and their 
spouses: David Blouin and his wife, Beth, 
of Weare, New Hampshire, Bonnie 
Blouin and her husband, Moose (Bruce), 
of Barre Town, Ronald Blouin and his 
wife, Bonnie, of Websterville, and Ray-
mond Blouin and his wife, Kathy, of 
Barre Town. He is also survived by 14 
grandchildren and spouses: Bryan Perry, 
of Williston, Vermont, Keith Perry and 
his wife, Vanessa, of Barre Town, Jamie 
Blouin and Kelly Benoit, of Barre, Caitlin 
Blouin, Matthew Blouin and Annalise 
Blouin, all of Weare, New Hampshire, 
Tyson and Beckie Blouin, of Williams-
town, Jordan and Meagan Shea, of Barre, 
Katie Shea, of Arizona, and Natalie Shea, 
of Georgia; and five great-grandchildren: 
Leland Perry, Parker Benoit, Kailey 
Blouin, Bailey Shea and Mackenzie 
Perry. Also surviving is one sister, 
Pauline Redmond, of Montpelier, Ver-
mont, as well as many special nieces, 
nephews and special friends. 
     Besides his parents, he was prede-
ceased by six siblings, Marcel Blouin, 

Denise Dufresne Lorraine Blouin, Fern 
Barnes, Rita Laperle and Rene Blouin. 
     A Mass of Christian burial and cele-
bration of his life was held August 13, 
2016, in St. Monica Catholic Church in 
Barre, followed by burial at St. Sylvester 
Cemetery in Lower Websterville, Ver-
mont. 
     Contributions, in Roger's memory, 
may be made to a charity of one's choice.  
Arrangements are in the care of the 
Pruneau-Polli Funeral Home, 58 Sum-
mer St., Barre. 
 

Robert A. Miller 
 

     Robert Arden Miller, 
83, of West Road, Barre 
Town, died unexpectedly 
Thursday, August 11, 
2016, at his home. 
     Born November 7, 
1932, in Cabot, he was the 
son of Harry A. and Edith 

(Martin) Miller. He attended South 
Barre schools and Spaulding High 
School in Barre. 
     On July 20, 1952, he married Sylvia J. 
Lawrence at the Miller Homestead in 
Barre Town, where they spent their mar-
ried life. Sylvia died July 19, 2002, at her 
home. 
     Bob was a longtime dairy farmer and 
a beloved school bus driver for the Mont-
pelier school system. He will be well re-
membered for raising corn and distribut-
ing it to many local grocery stores. 
He adored his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, friendly and helpful to all 
whether family, friends or strangers, and 
we will always remember that. 
     Bob was a longtime member of the 
South Barre and Montpelier Church of 
Christ and several health support 
groups. 
     Survivors include his son, Richard A. 
Miller and his wife, Billie Sue, of Urbana, 
Illinois; and three daughters, Dorothy 
Miller and her partner, Randy Wade, of 
Santa Barbara, California, Sally Black 
and her husband, Joven, of Montpelier, 
and Jane Benoit and her husband, Ed-
mond, of Barre Town; as well as ten 
grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren and nieces and nephews. 
     He was predeceased by his parents, 
his wife, Sylvia, and brothers Willard 
and Harry Miller. 
     On Tuesday, August 16, 2016, at the 
Miller Homestead in Barre Town, his life 
was honored and celebrated under the 
direction of his son, Richard Miller, and 
grandson Ryan Miller, both ministers of 
the Church of Christ. 
     Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Central Vermont Home Health 
and Hospice, 600 Granger Rd., Barre, VT 
05641. For a memorial guestbook, visit 
www.hookerwhitcomb.com. 

By Barbara Carpenter 
  

     Recently I found an old photograph of 
the West Hill Schoolhouse.  Richard 
Spaulding was behind the camera in this 
picture taken in summer, 1975. Really??  
The schoolhouse looked that bad??  No, 
actually, it had looked even worse only a 
short time earlier. 
     Soon after the New Year, in January 
’75, Mary Tebbetts telephoned me. She 
said the CHS (Cabot Historical Society) 
ought to DO SOMETHING to recognize 
the U.S. Bicentennial, so a few people 
met together in the Cabot library. They 
decided that the restoration of the old 
schoolhouse at West Hill would be a wor-
thy project.  Another meeting took place 
in February, but, although it was publi-
cized in the newspaper, on the radio and 
in a newsletter to members of CHS only 
eight people showed up. They were: Irma 
Perry, Helen Wheeler, Debby Earle, Leo-
nard Spencer, Betty Lovely, Marie 
Thompson, Mary and me. The CHS had 
the grand sum of $500 available to spend 
on the project, but at the March town 
meeting, the Select Board agreed to turn 
over the ownership of the old building 
and the four square rods of land it sat on 
to the CHS. 
     The night of March 22 was frigid and 
the roads icy, but this time 40 people 
came to a CHS meeting in the church 
vestry.  Mary Tebbetts had set two long 
tables for a “family style” meal. People 
ate baked beans made with maple sugar 
and salt pork, and thus fortified, plans 
were made.  A second issue of the Cabot 
Bicentennial News was composed. Sten-
cils were typed at the Town Clerk’s office 
and mimeographed at the Creamery. 
     An inspection of the building by 
Charles Carpenter, Elton Walbridge, 
Richard Spaulding and Blanche Lamore 
reported conditions better than expected. 
Many years before, the Town had opened 
up the east wall, put up a roll door and 
moved in a road grader. The heavy, old 
machine broke through the floor. Another 
roll door was put on the front of the build-
ing so that snow fence could be stored in 
the vestibule and in the old cloakroom. 
The cloakroom wall was torn down. How-
ever, some thoughtful person put the 
original old door overhead in the rafters. 
It was in good condition and is still in use 

today. It bears the carved initials of some 
naughty scholar of years ago. 
     Howard Fitzpatrick, John Chater and 
Ralph Lunge took up the broken floor 
and, in mid-September, Elton and 
Charles went to work repairing the joists 
and closing up the east wall. Pete Per-
sons donated lumber. Elton took the roll 
doors and used them on his sugar-house. 
Howard Fitzpatrick and Charles and 
Ralph Lunge put up a new stud wall, and 
Howard Fitzpatrick built a staging in 
preparation for roof work.  It was then 
that Richard Spaulding took the picture. 
In the foreground, looking things over, 
are Thelma Walbridge, Charles Carpen-
ter, Sue Carpenter and Sharon 
Spaulding. 
     Meanwhile, other CHS members 
started raising money: Johnny Foster 
had a map printed of Cabot that showed 
places where early settlers had lived; 
Mary Carpenter and I used the school’s 
opaque projector to make the map, (how’s 
that for ancient history?); Mary Azarian 
drew a decorative border for it; and Leo-
nard Spencer  did the lettering.  Several 
members made a historical quilt which 
was sold at auction and is now at the 
CHS museum. Commemorative plates 
made with a printed depiction of the 
schoolhouse were sold and a large quan-
tity of U.S. flags and commemorative 
medallions were bought and sold. Also, a 
grant came from the Vermont Bicenten-
nial Committee. 
         Wesley Talbert, Raymond Peck and 
Percy Churchill cut down the brush that 
had grown up around the old building 
and now the CHS was ready for the Sep-
tember 30 dedication of the Bicentennial 
flag.  There was an ‘open house’ at the 
schoolhouse, but, the ceremony took place 
on the Cabot Village Common. Ilene 
Bothfeld sang; Selectman Bill Davis re-
ceived the flag on behalf of the people of 
Cabot; the executive director of the Ver-
mont Bicentennial Committee, James 
Hormel, gave a speech; school janitor, 
Harvey Carroll, ran up the new Bicenten-
nial flag and 500 people watched. The 
sun shone; the flag snapped in the early 
autumn wind; the band played “America 
the Beautiful;” and some people wept. 
 
(see ‘Cabot Arcana’ page 5) 

Rescuing the West Hill School House 

                                            Cabot ArcanaCabot ArcanaCabot ArcanaCabot Arcana    
    
    

 
Stories From The Cabot Historical Society 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR  
 
 
 
 

Please send us  
your announcements 

♦ Births  ♦ Weddings ♦ Memorials 
inbox@cabotchronicle.org 

Above: West Hill School building in 1975, 
the beginning of restoration by Cabot His-
torical Society volunteers. L-R Charles 
Carpenter, Susan Carpenter, Thelma Wal-
bridge and Sharon Spaulding. 

Below: West Hill School 2016. 
Post restoration.  
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By Karen Deasy 
Zoning Administrator and Planner 
 

Asset Management – The Town has 
received an asset management grant to 
inventory and map the Danville Hill wa-
ter line, the oldest service line on the sys-
tem, and complete an asset management 
plan for our water system. This will allow 
us to manage expenses and budget for 
replacement costs for major components 
to the system.  This work will be com-
pleted this fall and incorporated into the 
capital budget for equipment replace-
ment.  
 

Water system consumer confidence 
report. Cabot residents directly con-
nected to the Town water system re-
ceived with your bill last month a copy of 
the water system consumer confidence 
report. This is a yearly report that indi-
cates the water sample reports from our 
annual testing completed by Utility Part-
ners as they monitor our water system. 
For those not on the Town water system 
who would like a copy of the report, there 
are copies available at the Town Clerk’s 
office, or you can call and request a copy.  
The test results indicate the highest level 
recorded for a variety of metals and min-
erals, as well as monthly Coliform test-
ing, the range of levels recorded are also 
indicated, and at the end of each column 
is a number that indicates a level that, if 
detected, requires action by the commu-
nity.  
     Please note our lead test results are at 
a zero level. As a proactive measure, we 
have also inspected the few residences 
that are either new or on older water sys-
tem connections, to confirm that the ser-

vice entrances from the Town system are 
copper. If any residents have questions 
on the testing results, please contact the 
office directly.  
 

Better Roads Grant.  For the third year 
in a row, the Town has received a Better 
Roads Grant. This funding is being util-
ized to upsize structures and replace cul-
verts that are failing, consistently wash 
out and cause erosion issues near brooks 
and streams. The program has expanded 
this year to include major road stabiliza-
tion projects and opportunities for Towns 
to develop erosion control plans. We will 
utilize this funding to replace three cul-
verts on West Shore Road and recon-
struct the headwalls, and two culverts on 
Route 215 South.   
     Under the new stormwater permit-
ting, the Town will be required to inven-
tory potential erosion points in Town on 
the Town road system. These erosion 
points are identified by slope and prox-
imity to water, and we are required to 
develop measures to improve these loca-
tions. If erosion is not an issue, this infor-
mation also will be recorded, indicating 
measures used to prevent erosion. Best 
management practices will be shifting to 
encourage water to filtrate next to our 
roads where possible, limiting and or 
eliminating ditching, removing culverts 
where unnecessary, and making our road 
system less prone to washouts due to 
heavy rain events and flooding. A big 
thanks to Aldo, our Road Foreman, and 
our Road Crew, Rusty and Sid, as they 
work through the new requirements, 
altering management techniques to meet 
the new requirements, make our roads 
better and community safer.  

Planning Notes 

(continued from page 4) 
 

     In October, work was begun on the 
roof. Charles Carpenter, John Chater, 
Howard Fitzpatrick, Leonard Spencer 
and Francis Voigt stripped off the old 
roofing. The same crew with the addition 
of Howard Tebbetts and Raymond Peck, 
lay building paper and the new cedar 
shingles. It was November 2. The year’s 
work was complete. 
     1976 - Nearly 20 volunteers had done 
the restoration work of 1975. The build-
ing’s integrity was secured, money had 
been raised and the interior now needed 
attention. A decision was made to forego 
sheetrock and, for authenticity’s sake, 
plaster the walls and ceiling. But since 
none of the volunteers had the experi-
ence and skill to do this work, Jim Pier-
son was hired at a cost of about $1500. 
John Chater, Charles Carpenter, Ed 
Smith, Ray Wheeler, Mary Carpenter 
and I tore down the old lath and plaster - 
and a dirty job it was! 
     In September, Charles, Elton and Ray 
Wheeler put in the new windows and 

Ray Wheeler re-hung the old front door.  
Charles and I put the clapboards on the 
east wall. They were salvaged from the 
old Creamery office building that was 
being demolished at the time.  Gus 
Perry, Cabot's road commissioner, 
graded around the building and Wesley 
Talbert raked. 
    On the 27th, Charles and Ray 
Wheeler got a big stone and set it for a 
door stone. This stone had once been 
part of the roof for a cattle-pass under 
the road at Albert Ducharme’s place on 
Southwest Hill. The stone is seven 
inches thick, four feet wide and six feet 
long - it is vandal proof!  It was probably 
placed over the cattle-pass when Hi Ola 
Dwinell had cows at that farm that 
needed a way to go from the barnyard to 
the pasture on the other side of the road. 
     Elton had a friend, Fred Colby, who 
volunteered to lay up the new chimney, 
and Raymond Peck began painting the 
exterior. 
     We all stood across the road and 
looked back at the District No. 4 school-
house - it really did look terrific!! 

Cabot  Arcana 

(continued from page 3) 
 every Saturday from 8:30 until Noon to 
ensure smooth operation and to assist 
residents.  They stressed that it is very 
important not to arrive before 8:30.  Be-
fore then they are cleaning and setting up 
the Center. Please respect their need to 
prepare for the day. They are there to 
assist you. 

     Please note also that regular household 
trash is collected at the Recycling Center 
for a fee. 
     For more information on recycling, or 
for information on hazardous material 
disposal, please check the waste district’s 
website at www.nekwmd.org.  If you have 
questions about special items to dispose 
of, please call the district at 1-800-734-
4602. 
 

Recycling 

For Weekly Articles on  
Cabot, Marshfield, Calais, Walden and 

Twinfield, Cabot and Walden Schools 
Follow  

Will Walters  
in 

 

 
Annual Fall  

Foliage Festival 
Sept. 26 - Oct. 2, 2016 

Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom 
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~ SEPTEMBER~  

 

Thursday, 9/1 
Vermont Reindeer Farm. 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. Visit farm animals at the 
VTRF to see the antlers growing. Take a 
walk through the forest on their nature 
trail. Farm, gift shop will be open. Hand-
made VT products, craft station, real VT 
maple cotton candy. 3108 Chilafoux Rd., 
Orleans. More information call 802-754-
9583. 
 

3rd Annual Writers' Forum 7:00-9:00 
p.m. Featured authors will explore sub-
jects such as interconnection between 
literacy and performing arts, writing and 
visual arts, stories and the land. Presen-
tation features Newbery and National 
Book Award author Katherine Paterson. 
Highland Lodge, 1608 Craftsbury Rd., 
Greensboro. More information 802-533-
7487. 
 

Fall Water Fest 7:00 9:00 p.m. Tribute 
to Jackie Brookner, ecological artist 
(water protection and restoration) with 
Terry Iacuzzo and friends, Kellogg-
Hubbard Library, Montpelier. 
 

Saturday 9/3 
Let's Paint the Northeast Kingdom 
Kick Off Paint Out in Peacham 9:00 a.m.
-12:30 p.m. Plein Art NE Kingdom is 
planning 10-12 plein air paint-outs 
where artist will gather on site and paint 
the beauty of Northeast Kingdom. Out-
door event for artists and art lovers. The 
paintings produced will be exhibited in 
juried exhibit at MACcenter for the Arts. 
Contact Donna Walsh 561-499-3046 
more information. 
 

Let's Celebrate at the Cabot School 
Community Barbeque 4:00 p.m. on the 
Recreation Field. This will follow our 
first Varsity girls’ and boys’ soccer games 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Come and cheer 
on for our teams and then enjoy some 
great food to start off the 2016-2017 
school year in Cabot. All are welcome. 
 

46th Annual Mad River Craft Fair 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 3337 Main St., Ken-
yon's Field, Waitsfield.  FREE for chil-
dren 12 and younger, $5.00 Adults. Free 
off street parking, handicap accessible, 
picnic area, playground. 2/3 under a gi-
ant tent 100+ juried artists, four bands, 
door prizes, delicious food court. Free kid 
activities bouncy house and face paint-
ing. Relax in the Man Cave cocktails and 
ping pong. Benefit the Valley Players 
non-profit community theater. A great 
family day. 
 

Banjo Dan 5:30 p.m. Bluegrass artist at 
Veterans Park. A salute to the Anniver-
sary of the “Sleeping Sentinel”. Trivia 
contest with prizes, cider press demo by 
Artesano Meadows, delicious refresh-
ments. Main Street, Groton. 
 

Sunday, 9/4 
24th Annual New World Festival. 
Noon -11:00 p.m. Celebrate Vermont's 
Celtic and French Canadian heritage 
with music and dance. Food and drink 
provided by chefs and breweries. Chan-
dler Music Hall and Gallery, in all-
weather tents. Adults $35.00 advance, 
students age 13-18 $12.00, KIDS 12 and 
under FREE after 6:00 p.m. $25.00. 
Downtown Randolph. 

Saturday, 9/10 
Iris DeMent at Chandler Center for the 
Arts. 7:30 p.m. Randolph, The American 
singer and songwriter of musical style 
include elements of country and folk mu-
sic genres. $24.00 advance, $26.00 day of, 
$35.00 front two rows, $10,00 students, 
Kids 5 and under FREE. Tickets 802-728
-6464. 
 

Lamoille Valley Flea Market 9:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. Rain or Shine, 50/50 Raf-
fle. Hosted by Second Congregational 
church. Come to shop or set up and sell, 
a fun day for the whole family. Silent 
auction, too. 203 Wilson Road, Johnson. 
 

Sunday, 9/11 
Cabot Ride the Ridges cycling event of 
the season scenic and rugged landscapes. 
Pre-register at BikeReg.com.  After the 
race enjoy great foods at the Common in 
the village of Cabot. 
 

Saturday, 9/17 
Colors of the Kingdom St. Johnsbury 
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Train rides, exhibits, 
performances, craft sales, farmers mar-
ket, live music, food, downtown shops, 
pancake breakfast and more. Events and 
activities indoors and out. Great for the 
whole family. Main Street/Eastern Ave-
nue/RR Street. More information 802-
748-3678. 
 

Sunday 9/18 
Just in time for Election Season 6:30 
p.m. Political Provocateur Michael Moore 
is back with his new film “Where to In-
vade Next” eye opening call to arms to 
capture the American Dream and re-
store it in, of all spaces, America. Prepare 
to be liberated. Tickets 802-728-6464. 
Chandler Hall Center of the Arts., 
Randolph. 
 

Tuesday, 9/20 
Green Mountain United Way Break-
fast. 7:30 a.m. Plans for campaign Kick-
off at the Steakhouse on Barre Montpe-
lier Road. Fantastic guest speakers, 
awards, live remote broadcast by WDEV 
Radio VT,  Contact GMUW at new 
phone number. 802-613-3989 for reser-
vations. 
 

Friday, 9/23 
Oktoberfest Vermont 2-day celebration. 
5:00 p.m.  40+ brewers. Presented by Jay 
Peak Vermont. 
Weekend long fest is a celebration of lo-
cal food, Live oompah bands, games and 
contests, locally made rustic décor and of 
course, beer, cider and more. Event will 
have a Bavarian style theme. There are 
3 tasting sessions to choose from at 
www.oktoberfestvermont.com/tickets   
Ability to participate in all games and 
contests throughout the event (FREE) 
with the chance to win awesome prizes. 
Waterfront Park, 10 College St, Burling-
ton. 
 

Greensky Bluegrass with Fruition at 
the ballroom Higher Ground 1214 Willis-
ton Rd, So. Burlington. 2 nights. Sept 
23rd and 24th at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
www.ticketfly.com $20.00 advance, 
$22.00 day of shows, $35.00/2-day pass. 
Tickets for 23rd http://ticketf.ly/29vs07T. 
24th http://ticketf.ly/29yy672. 
Bluegrass music, great party, rock n roll, 

many great songs. A team of friends, 
rural ballads about real people, grit and 
attitude from Michigan playing for 11 
years now. Coming to help you party 
down!! 
 

Saturday 9/24 
Freaks, Radicals, Hippies Exhibit 
Opening Counterculture in 1970s VT. 
Vermont History Center Heritage Gal-
leries, Barre. From communes to organic 
agriculture, progressive politics and 
healthcare reform, alternative energy to 
women’s and gay rights, no aspect of VT 
life remained the same after the dra-
matic changes that occurred during 
1970s. Look back into this influential 
time in VT recent past. Contains adult 
content. 
 

East Burke Fall Festival 9:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Parade at 10:00 a.m. Rubber 
ducky race, live music, kids’ area, craft 

show, beer and wine tent. East Burke 
Village 802-626-4124 check for schedule 
of all activities www.nekchamber.com. 
 

Sunday, 9/25 
LIVE Caterpillar Day at North Branch 
Nature Center, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Ages 0-14+ Come meet 100 of native 
New England caterpillars. Engaging 
educators from the caterpillar lab includ-
ing founder Sam Jaffe will introduce you 
to some unique and exciting species. 713 
Elm Street, Montpelier 802-229-6206. 
 

Monday 9/26   
Northeast Kingdom Fall Foliage Fes-
tival Walden, Cabot, Plainfield, 
Peacham, Barnet, Groton, Marshfield. 
Seven festivals in seven days in different 
towns. Contact Northeast Kingdom 
Chamber of Commerce 802-748-3678 for 
activities schedule. 
 

      COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

 
 

 
FREE FOOD SHARE AND FOOD DROP DATES 

~ FOR THE NEEDY ~ 

CABOT FOOD SHARE 
Wednesday,  

SEPTEMBER 14 
Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday,  
SEPTEMBER 28 
Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 

Available for Cabot Residents 
 

   MARSHFIELD FOOD DROP 

 Second Saturday of every month. 
 

SATURDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 10 

Food pick up at 8:00 a.m. 
Open until food is gone - usually 9:30 am 

Onion River Food Shelf 
Old Schoolhouse Common  
School Street, Marshfield 

 
 

 

FAITH IN ACTION NORTHERN  

COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP INC. 
 

 

Thank you to the 
community for your 
past support.   
We are open for 
picking and look 
forward to seeing 
you at the orchard! 

BURTT'S APPLE  
ORCHARD   
Cabot Plains Rd.   

802-917-2614 
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September 27 
Cabot United Church 

Cabot Fall Foliage  
Turkey Supper  
Serving at 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

On the menu: Roast Turkey and all the fixings,  

Salads, Desserts, Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade. 

$12 adults and $6 for under 12. Reservations recommended:  802 563-2715. 

Call early to guarantee a place at the table. 
 

 

September 8 
Cabot United Church 

Annual Harvest Supper  
5:30pm.  ~   $10 for adults, $5 under 12.   

Menu - Red Flannel Hash, Baked Beans, Ham, salads, Desserts and Beverages.  

Supper will be followed by the annual auction of garden produce and baked goods 

 

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER 
HAM, MAC & CHEESE, VEGETABLE 
DESSERTS AND BEVERAGE 

Where: Masonic Hall, Main St, Cabot 

When: Saturday, September 17 

Time: Dinner – 5:30 pm, Music 6:00 pm 
Come One Come All 

Enjoy A Delicious Meal & Social Evening 
 

Sponsored by: Faith in Action, 3339 Main St, Cabot, VT       

Ph: 802-563-3322 

Save the date 
 
 
 

Meet & Greet  
Candidate for  
Governor  

 

Lieutenant  
Governor  
Phil Scott 

 

Thursday,  
September 8,  

6:00 p.m. 
  

Willey Building 3rd floor 
Join us for Coffee and Dessert 
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LLOYD PLUMBING 
HEATING & GAS SERVICE, LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Offering plumbing,  
gas, oil, pellet, wood,  
heat pump, and air conditioning 

installation services. 
Fully licensed and insured 

 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

24-HOUR  
EMERGENCY SERVICE 

 

PO Box 92, Cabot, VT 05647 
CALL (802) 426-2092 

lloydplumbheat@gmail.com     

Now serving  
Heating & More  
customers 

By Cecilia Gulka 
 

     The 2016-17 Girl Scout Registration 
Night will be held on Thursday, Septem-
ber 8, at 6:00 p.m. in the Cabot School 
Library. 
     Cabot Girl Scout troops welcome all 
girls, including homeschoolers and girls 
from other schools and towns.  This 
year, we hope to have troops for Daisies 
(grades K-1), Brownies (grades 2-3) and 
Juniors (grades 4-5).  When you join a 
girl scout troop, “you’ll get together with 
friends to play games, sing songs, go on 
field trips, explore the outdoors and earn 
badges as you learn to do all kinds of 
things.” (GSGWM website)  
     Older girls can participate in girl 
scouting as independents, as program 
aides with the younger troops, through 
short term programs or online virtual 
troops.  
     Parents  can register their daughters 
online at any time at www.girlscouts 
gwm.org.  If you are re-registering, you 
will need your login and password from 
last year.  If you are new to Girl Scouts, 
you will be asked to set up an account 
before you can register. On September 8, 
we will have computers available to as-
sist you with this process.  The annual 
registration fee is $30. This can be paid 
directly online with a credit card, or you 
can bring a check or cash to the registra-

tion night.  Financial assistance is avail-
able through the Girl Scouts of the 
Green & White Mountains. If you are 
using Cookie Dough earned from the 
2016 cookie sale, you will need to fill out 
a paper registration form to be mailed in 
with your Cookie Dough.     
     We also need  parents to help out 
with Girl Scouts in Cabot as chaperones, 
drivers and assistants at meetings.  If 
you would like to volunteer or have any 
questions, please contact Cecilia Gulka 
at 563-2284 or cgulka@fairpoint.net or 
Darci Herdling at 917-3882 or darci-
herdling@yahoo.com. 
     Come join us September 8 and find 
out what Girl Scouting is all about!   

Girl Scouting 
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     Kingdom Animal Shelter 
By Helen Morrison 

Max 
 

     Look at this very 
sweet boy!  His name is 
Max.  He is one-in-a-
million...get it?.Max-a-
million!  He is a very big 
boy, and has a beautiful, 
tawny, long haired coat.  
Max is flame point Sia-
mese.  He seems shy at 
first. 
     But he loves to be 
petted and combed.  
And when you do, he 
purrs and comes for-
ward and head butts 
your face and gives it a 
little love lick.  He has 
blue eyes that are -.you 
guessed it -  a bit 
crossed.  Max would 
need a quiet, gentle 
home. 

Come to meet Max at Kingdom Animal Shelter,  
1664 Memorial Drive in St. Johnsbury Center.  

Office Democrat Votes Progressive Votes Republican Votes 

US Senator Cris Ericson 19 Write in 1 Scott Milne 114 

 Patrick Leahy 169     

 Write In 1    2 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 8  1  21 

Congress Peter Welch 178     

 Write In 3  0  5 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 16  2  132 

Governor Matt Dunne 78   Bruce Lisman 31 

 Cris Ericson 1   Phil Scott 104 

 Peter Galbraith 17     

 Sue Minter 88     

 H. Brooke Paige 4     

 Write In 3  1  0 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 12  1  2 

Lt. Governor Kesha Ram 21 
Boots 
Wardinski 0 Randy Brock 99 

 Shap Smith 51     

 David Zuckerman 117     

 Write In 0  2  6 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 8  0  32 

Treasurer Richard Dunne 38     

 Beth Pearce 126     

 Write In 1  0  6 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 32  2  131 
Secretary of 
State Jim Condos 153     

 Write In 3  0   3 

 Spoiled 0  0   0 

 Blank 41  2   134 

Auditor Doug Hoffer 144   1 Dan Feliciano 76 

  Write In 0   1  1 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 53  1  60 
Attorney  
General T. J. Donovan 118   

Deborah  
Bucknam 91 

 H. Brooke Paige 41     

 Write In 0  0  3 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 38  2  43 
State  
Senator Francis Brooks 67   William Doyle 114 

 Ann Cumings 113     

 Ashley Hill 66     

 Anthony Pollina 129     

 Write In 2  1  4 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 214  5  293 
State  
Representa-
tive Kitty Toll 177   Craig Vance 101 

 Write In 1  0  6 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 19  2  30 
High Bailiff 
Write In      Marc Poulin 86 

 Write In 9  1  0 

 Spoiled 0  0  0 

 Blank 188  1  51 

PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS 

TOWN OF CABOT 

DATE DAY 
GIRLS 

TIME 

BOYS 

TIME 
OPPONENT HOME/AWAY 

8/24 * WED 3:30 PM 5:00 PM 

Burke Mtn 

Academy HOME 

8/30* TUE 4:00 PM 4:00 PM Twinfield AWAY 

9/3 SAT 11:00 AM 1:00 PM Sharon HOME 

9/8 THURS 4:30 PM ----- Winooski HOME 

9/9 FRI ----- 4:30 PM Sharon AWAY 

9/10 SAT 11:00 AM ----- Chelsea HOME 

9/12 MON ----- 4:30 PM Danville AWAY 

9/14 WED 3:00 PM 4:30 PM So. Royalton HOME 

9/16 * FRI ---- 4:00 PM Christ Covenant HOME 

9/16 FRI 7:00 PM ----- Winooski AWAY 

9/19 MON 4:30 PM ----- Winooski HOME 

9/20 TUE ---- 4:30 PM Hazen AWAY 

9/27 TUE ---- 4:30 PM UCA HOME 

9/30 FRI 4:30 PM 4:30 PM Craftsbury AWAY 

10/3 MON 4:00 PM ---- Blue Mountain AWAY 

10/4 TUE ----- 4:00 PM Williamstown HOME 

10/6 THURS 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Twinfield HOME 

10/8 SAT 10:00 AM 12:00 PM Blue Mountain HOME 

10/11 TUE ---- 4:00 PM Whitcomb  HOME 

10/12 WED 4:00 PM ----- Whitcomb  HOME 

10/14 FRI 4:00 PM 4:00 PM Twinfield AWAY 

10/18 TUE 4:00 PM 4:00 PM Rivendell AWAY 

10/22 SAT 11:00 AM 1:00 PM Chelsea AWAY 

CABOT VARSITY BOYS AND GIRLS 

2016 SOCCER SCHEDULE 

* Scrimmage.  All game dates and times are subject to change. 
Game times on Sat 9/3 may be boys at 11:00 and girls at 1:00. For up to date game infor-
mation, please visit the athletics calendar at Cabotschool.org   For all inquires, please 
contact Cabot Athletic Director at 563-2289, ext 222 or LLehoe@cabotschool.org 
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     TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Rita Copeland, Executive Director 
 

     DONATE BLOOD 
      The American Red Blood Draw. 
      Tuesday: September 6, 2016 
      Time: 10:00am to 3:00pm 
      Place: Twin Valley Senior Center 
      RELAX!   Blood donation is a simple 
and very safe procedure, so there is noth-
ing to worry about.  Walk-ins are wel-
come or call 1-800 RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) to set up a time.  In this man-
ner, you jump to the front of the line. 
 

FALLS PREVENTION AWARENESS 
DAY  
     September 23 is Falls Prevention 
Awareness Day.  The National Council 
on Aging’s Falls Free Initiative encour-
ages community members to participate 
in activities that raise awareness of falls 
to help prevent them.  Therapists test 
your balance and provide education and 
resources for year-round prevention.  
Information on how to develop events on 
balance, falls, and exercise is provided.  
TVSC will once again be hosting its an-
nual prevention day for anyone who 
wants to participate (see below).  We 
hope you will take advantage of this free 
event and have a Fall Risk Assessment. 
No appointment needed. 
      TVSC will be hosting Falls Prevention 
Awareness Day on September 14 from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for all commu-
nity members. Anyone is welcome to stay 
for our luncheon, which is served at 12:15 
p.m. We suggest a donation of $5.00 (age 
60+) and all others $6.00. Please bring 
your family member, friend or neighbor 
for this very important program.  If you 
have questions, feel free to call 223-3322.  
 

FELDENKRAIS CLASS 
      A new six-week session of the Fel-
denkrais class, with Paul Erlbaum as 
instruction, will be coming up soon. The 
first session was very successful and well 
received, and we have been asked to hold 
another session.  Feldenkrais is a pro-
gram designed to promote body and men-
tal well-being by conscious analysis of 
neuromuscular activity via exercises that 
improve flexibility and coordination and 
increase ease and range of motion. If you 
are interested in taking part in this class, 

please contact Paul Erlbaum at FeldCen-
traVT@gmail.com or Twinvalleysen-
iors@myfairpoint.net.  Paul can also be 
reached at 802-249-0861 or the Center at 
802-223-3322. There will be a free intro-
ductory class and $35.00 for six-week 
course. 
 

WRITING CLASS  
     I am very happy to say that I have 
connected with a terrific gentleman by 
the name of Jonathan Black who has 
been writing most of his life.  Jonathan 
loves being able to help clients express 
themselves through writing. He has been 
teaching classes and has writing groups 
at Project Independence and has been 
speaking with people at Twin Valley Sen-
ior Center. Jonathan gives class mem-
bers topics to write about, then discusses 
it with members of the class. His groups 
are lively and interesting, participants 
come away feeling much better about 
themselves, their abilities to communi-
cate, and their relationships with others. 
     Sessions last one hour and there 
would be a $25 charge for a six-week 
course.  We will hold an introductory ses-
sion, day and time to be announced, if 
you are interested in participating in this 
writing group. 
     Please call 223-3322 or email me at 
Twinvalleyseniors@myfairpoint.net. If we 
have interest then we would like to start 
classes right after Labor Day. Your sug-
gestions of the best day and time to hold 
classes will determine when the class 
should be scheduled. So, please contact 
me as soon as possible. 
 

SENIOR CENTER SUPPORT 
     September 17 please visit Twin Valley 
Senior Center booth at Old Home Days 
in Plainfield. We are reaching out to let 
you know about your Senior Center and 
what we are about and what we have to 
offer. There will be literature handouts, 
volunteers to answer questions and we 
will also be holding a raffle to help benefit 
the Center. Hope you will stop by!  Twin 
Valley is still in need of Volunteers to 
help with our Meals on Wheels prep 
work. There is no cooking involved. Vol-
unteer to help learn how to package, la-
bel and pack the meals into the transport 
bags from which the meals are delivered 
to our home-bound clients. You can vol-
unteer 1, 2 or 3 days a week, which 
would consist of one or two hours at a 
time. Consider becoming a back-up deliv-
ery driver for one of our routes, as well.  
This small amount of your time makes a 
big difference helping us, and you will 
find it very rewarding. Your time can be 
flexible, as we are more than willing to 
work with you on scheduling.  
     Watch for upcoming information on a 
dinner fundraiser for the Center on Sep-
tember 25. 

      FROM THE CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

4583 U.S. Route 2 
P.O. Box 152 

East Montpelier, VT 
05651 

     Congratulations and thanks to all 
who participated in the Summer Read-
ing Program – On Your Mark, Get Set… 
Read! 2016.  We had a tremendous turn-
out with 60 area youth participating and 
27 youth challenging themselves by join-
ing the Thousand Page Club.  Alto-
gether, we estimate Cabot youth have 
read over 2,141 books throughout the 
summer – we are so proud of you!  We 
still have unclaimed prizes and coupons 
for free ice cream for those who have 
completed their goals.   
     Special thanks to the Friends of the 
Library – Sandy Atkins, Mary Lou 
DeLacy, Janet Westervelt and Janet 
Whitlock -  for another successful July 
4 book sale, generating over $700 for the 
Cabot Public Library.  Thanks to Ethan 
and Jonah Socks for their help carry-
ing many loads of books.   
     Thanks so much to Megan Walker 
for bringing the library’s children’s books 
to area day care centers and Camp 
Laughing Turtle. 
     Thanks to all who came out and 
joined in the summer programming.  
The library offered 11 special programs 
with a total of 33 adults and 74 children 
participating.  Children especially en-
joyed the kite-making and making clay 
dragons with local artist Mazie O’Con-
nor.  
      We are so grateful to be one of six 
Vermont libraries chosen to receive the 
Children’s Literacy Foundation’s (CLiF) 
Rural Libraries grant.  This allows us to 
choose over $2,000 worth of high-quality 
children’s books for the public library, 
$500 in new books for the school library, 
a total of four storytelling presentations 
at the elementary school, brand new 
books for all children birth-grade 6, and 
a $250 mini grant to support a special 
initiative in our public library.    
     Thanks to all the students who have 
made the Pathfinders group so success-
ful for many years. Any interested youth 
wishing to continue this group are wel-
come.   
     Come in and check out our new chil-
dren’s picture books, thanks to a gener-
ous donation from Kristi Jemtegaard.  
We were also able to purchase the entire 
Harry Potter series on CD as well as 
many other audiobooks and new adult 
books, so please check out what’s new at 
the library.  
 

Programs 
 

Playgroup – Tuesdays – 9:30 – 10:30 
a.m. – starting back up on Septem-
ber 6 
For children up to 5 years old, meet on 
the 3rd floor of the Willey Building.  
Bring your own ride-on toy and snack if 
you wish.  Stay for Library Story Hour 
at 10:30 a.m.  For more info, contact Ca-
s e y  C l i f f o r d  a t  s e w s ew -
crazy888@yahoo.com.   
 
Pokemon Club – Saturdays, 9:00 –
11:00 a.m. 
All are welcome – bring your own cards 
if you have them, but not necessary.  
Call Ethan Socks for more info at 563-
2073.   
 

Meditation Group – First and Third 
Wednesdays, September 7 and 21 – 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting on the first and third Tuesdays 
of the month.  Daria Babbitt has been 
teaching meditation for over 25 years 
and will introduce different meditation 
techniques designed to reduce stress. 
There will also be time for discussion 
about various healing techniques and 
inner spiritual growth. This workshop is 
open to all and donations are gratefully 
accepted.   
 

Intro to Beekeeping – Anthony 
Pauly – Thursday, September 8 – 
6:30 p.m. 
Beekeeping has been a part of human 
civilization for over 7000 years and is an 
art that brings nourishment to all via 
pollination & enjoyment. Topics covered 
will be honey bee facts, the honey bee 
life cycle, parasite control, swarm miti-
gation and more.  For more info, visit 
www.theshamanstouch.com or call An-
thony at 802-324-5769.  
 

Cabot Old Time Contra and Square 
Dance – Saturday, September 10 – 
7:30 p.m. 
Starting back up with a new season of 
dances! This dance series consists of 
monthly dances on the second Saturday 
of the month September through May.  
All are invited.  Music will be provided 
by David Carpenter and friends and the 
caller for September will be Karen Muel-
ler-Harder.  The dances are taught and 
are easily learned by young and old. 
There is a small suggested donation to 
help cover the cost of the caller. For 
more info, please call David Carpenter 
at 802-426-3225 or email samly-
man@sover.net. 
 

Tai Chi for Health and Wellness - 
Thursdays 5:00- 6:00 p.m. – 8 week 
program starting September 15 
Tai Chi has been widely documented to 
offer enormous benefits for both physical 
and mental health. Tai Chi helps with 
your balance and concentration and is 
often considered a moving meditation.                                                                                        
This set is derived from the classical 
Yang style in a simplified way and can 
form the basis for further practice and 
more advanced study.   Each class will 
also include a posture from the qigong 8 
pieces of brocade. Stretching and 
strengthening will also be part of each 
session. Classes are offered by Marsha 
Kameron.  Classes are free to the public, 
though suggested donation of $5 per 
class is welcome.  It is requested that no 
outdoor shoes be worn on the wooden 
floors.  Bare feet or clean indoor shoes 
are suitable. Advance registration 
requested.  Call Marsha at 802-424-
6088 or marshakameron@gmail.com.  
 

Community Book Group – Wednes-
day, September 21 – 10:30 a.m. 
Cabot Community Book group generally 
meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
This month’s selection has yet to be de-
termined. All are welcome to join in! 
Copies of books will be available in the 
library. 
 

Fall Foliage Festival – Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27, 1:30 p.m. 
Join David Carpenter for a variety of 
fiddle tunes and Vermont history, in-
cluding stories about farming in Ver-
mont and making maple syrup.  
(see Library, page 12) 

Consider donating something for the  

Free Cabot Community  

Christmas Dinner 
We need potatoes, onions, squash, celery, turkeys and desserts 

(Cookies are perfect for the 200 home-delivered meals) 

Cabot School Dining Hall or delivered to your door 



                                        

                                    Maple FarmMaple FarmMaple FarmMaple Farm    
  802-563-6060 

3 Gallons (gallon size only) $100, or $35 each 
Half Gallons $20 ~ Quarts $12 

Pints $7.50 ~ Half Pints $5 
www.PureVtmaple.com            5/17 

Blaisdell’sBlaisdell’sBlaisdell’sBlaisdell’s 
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CONTRACTORS 
 

 
“Our Goal Is 100% Customer Satisfaction” 
471 Hollister Hill, Plainfield, Vermont 
Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ~ Sat 9 a.m.– noon 

Or by appointment  (802) 454-7301  
1/17 

 

 
 
 

Wall Covering & Painting Contractors 
Damien Dunham 

Office : (802) 426-4077 
Fax: (802) 426-4037              

11/16 

 
 

Green Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco Floors        
Quality � Affordable Local 

Dustless Sanding Refinishing 
Natural Finishes  

Prefinished/Unfinished 
 OliverOliverOliverOliver     Flooring Sales Installations  CyrusCyrusCyrusCyrus 
WeltersWeltersWeltersWelters             Free Estimates             PondPondPondPond 
802802802802· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com    

1/17 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL RETAIL 
 
 

Available at the Cabot General Store 
 
 
 
 
 

~ Natural Foods ~ 
Eggrolls    BBQ & Teriyaki Tempeh 

Ricemilk    Miso  
~ Local and Organic ~ 

752 Danville Hill Road  Cabot   563-2172 

11/16 
 

GOODRICH’S  
Maple Farm 

2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647 
802-426-3388 

Maple products-holiday gift baskets, sug-
aring supplies, tanks 

Everything for all your sugaring needs 
 

1/17 
 
 

 

LOCAL RETAIL 
 

O’Rourke’s Firewood 
Cut, split and delivered 

to your liking 

Call Mike at 802-498-3368       6/16 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M 
64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760 
Hardwick, Vermont 05843 

(802) 472-8400 
info@hardwickvet.com 
www.hardwickvet.com 

Open Tuesday - Saturday     1/17 
 

 
 

SERVICES 

 
 
 

LOCAL DIRECTORY 

TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER 

 

• Free Door to Door Transportation 

• Free Tax Preparation 

• Health Clinics 

• Medical Equipment to Borrow 

• Monthly Newsletter 

• Meals – Every Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 am-2 pm 

• Bingo & Games 

• Exercise-Bone Strengthen & Tai Chi 

• Entertainment, Parties and Celebrations 

• Volunteer Opportunities 

• Donations & Contributions always appreciated 

• Gift Certificates   

• Dietician-approved Meals on Wheels for 
homebound & disabled residents.   
    No physician orders needed.   
    Call 223-3322 and ask for Rita. 

4583 U.S. Route 2 
East Montpelier 

 

TwinValleySeniors@ 
Myfairpoint.net 

 

 802-223-3322  

 

Serving: Cabot, Calais,  
East Montpelier, 

Marshfield, Plainfield 
& Woodbury 

Cabot Senior Housing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cabot Senior Housing on Glinka Road 
offers: 
� Eight apartments: seven affordable, 

one market rate. 
� Full kitchen, living room, bath, dining 

area, one or two bedrooms, deck or 
porch. 

� Solarium, large common area with 
deck, laundry, bathroom, kitchen, 
function area.   

� Mail delivery and trash and recycling 
pickup. 

� Free parking, garden plot and storage 
unit. 

� Support services in Central Vermont 
help residents maintain independent 
living. 

     Cabot Commons is managed by the 
Downstreet Housing & Community 
Development. Applications are avail-
able at www.downstreet.org or call 802-
476-4493. 
     Cabot Senior Housing is fully occu-
pied but maintains a wait list.  Ap-
proved applicants are not committed to 
moving in when an apartment is avail-
able. Applicants maintain their wait list 
position through three offers of open 
apartments. 
     Feel free to contact local board mem-
bers, Judy Pransky at 563-2730 or 
Susan Carpenter at 426-3331 for more 
information. 

 

 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

  Plowing and Snow Removal 
     Call:  802-563-2397 or 802-274-6646 

Email: CodlingMB@Fairpoint.net 
www.CabotHeights.com           11/16 

CABOT HEIGHTS  

                Cedar Brook FarmCedar Brook FarmCedar Brook FarmCedar Brook Farm    
           Brush Hogging &  Cedar Fence Posts 

Wildlife Food Plots 
Large Acreage Rototilling 

Anthony Palmiero ~ 802-274-2955  
East Calais, VT 

ajpalmiero@gmail.com      
9/17 

                                        

Sarah’s Country Diner 
Homemade Food ~  Meals To-Go 

Back of Harry’s Hardware, Cabot, VT 

802-563-2422 
Serving breakfast and lunch all day 

7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Catering also available             1/17 

 

Meeting on Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m. 

Old Hope Community Church 
Bayley-Hazen  Road, South Walden 

For more information contact Ed Lewis – 802-272-8721 

Sunwise Surveying 
Specializing In Boundary Surveying 
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire 

193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT  
426-3025                         11/16 

 

 

Seth’s Computer Services 
* PC and Mac Repair and Upgrades 

* Laptop Repair and Upgrades 
* Wireless Network Installations 
* PC Spyware and Virus Removal      c 

Business Directory 
Put your business here.  

Directory ads are a great value  

$120 for the year!  
$140 with logo. 

 
P. O. Box 245, Cabot, VT  05647    ~    802-563-2524 

Office located in the Willey Building  ~   Lori@cabotvermont.org 
 

To reserve signs, tables or inflatables, call 802-563-3338 and leave a message.  

 It is the mission of the Cabot Community Association to enhance the quality  
of community life for those visiting, residing, or doing business in Cabot.  

 

Are you interested in supporting and promoting: 
-opportunities for community economic development in Cabot? 

-a working landscape in Cabot?           -a thriving arts scene in Cabot?         -a vibrant local newspaper in Cabot? 
Then call the CCA today.  

There are lots of great ways to get involved in the local community. 
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(continued from page 10) 
 

Yoga with Alicia Feltus– Tuesdays, 
6:00 – 7:30pm – returning in October  
Alicia’s training is Integral Hatha Yoga. 
She blends yoga, breath, relaxation, aro-
matherapy, affirmation & reflexology!  
All ages and levels welcome – contact 
Alicia for more info 802-563-3220 or 
aliciafeltus@gmail.com. 
 

Thank You! 
Thanks so much to Jim Goodrich for 
helping out with computer updating and 
troubleshooting, and to Tim Walker for 
help with the air conditioners.  Many 
thanks to Billie O’Connor for her exper-
tise and time updating the website. 
Thanks so much to Tomalyn Johnson, 
Lisa Olson and Beth Wade for keeping 
the library running so smoothly while I 
was away this summer.  Thanks, as 
always to the group of volunteers who 
manage to find the time to help with the 
many projects that pile up - Lorelai Bas-
tress, Mary Lou DeLacey, Susan Di-
neen, Kristi Jemtegaard, Linda Gabriel-
son, and Beth Wade. Finally thanks to 

all the Library Trustees  - Erica Burke, 
Stef Burtt, Linda Gabrielson Jeannie 
McCallum, Beth Wade who do countless 
behind the scenes support and work to 
help keep the library on track. Many 
thanks to Isabella McCallum for an-
other year of help with various projects 
as student advisor to the Library Trus-
tees – your ongoing help is so appreci-
ated.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See you at the Library! 
Kathleen Hoyne  

Library 

Cabot Library  
Reminders: 

 
 

• Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
**Story Hour at 10:30 am ** 

• Wednesday 2:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
• Thursday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
• Saturday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
• Closed Sunday, Monday & Friday 

• ECHO Pass – Allows up to 2 
adults and 3 youths, $4 each admis-
sion, into ECHO Lake Aquarium 
and Science Center in Burlington.  

     During the past month, the school 
boards of Cabot School, Danville School 
and Twinfield Union School have decided 
to form a “706 Committee”. The goal of 
that committee will be to determine if 
and how forming a consolidated, single 
school district will be beneficial to the 
students and communities of Cabot, Dan-
ville, Marshfield and Plainfield. 
     The 706 Committee will hold its first 
meeting on Wednesday, September 14, at 
6:00 p.m. at the Cabot School Library. 
These committee meetings are open to 
the public, and all interested community 
members are encouraged to attend. The 
committee’s representation is based on 
student enrollment numbers in the three 
schools: as a result, there will be two rep-
resentatives from Cabot, four from Dan-
ville and five from Twinfield. Ry Hoffman 
and Chris Tormey will serve as the Cabot 
members. Should the committee find in 
its discussions over the next several 
months that there would be sufficient 
benefit in merging, the committee would 
draft a plan laying out the details of how 
this new, consolidated district would op-
erate, as well as how it would serve to 
better meet the needs of the students and 
communities involved. 
     Small school districts across Vermont 
have been required to research the value 
of consolidating as a result of Act 46 
passed by the Legislature in 2015. Ac-
cording to the language of the law, its 
specific goals are to, “encourage and sup-
port local decisions and actions that:  
Provide substantial equity in the qual-
ity and variety of educational oppor-
tunities 

Lead students to meet or exceed Ver-
mont State Educational Quality 
Standards 

Maximize operational efficiencies 
through greater flexibility to man-
age, share, and transfer resources, 
with the goal of increasing district-
level student-to-staff ratios 

Promote transparency and account-
ability 

Are delivered at a cost that parents, 
voters, and taxpayers value.” 

     If the 706 Committee comes out of its 
discussions with a plan for consolidation, 
that plan would have to be approved by 
the Vermont State Board of Education, 

as well as by the voters in the districts 
involved before July 31, 2017.  
     Should the 706 Committee fail to 
reach agreement on a consolidation plan, 
or should a plan be produced that does 
not appear to be in the interest of our 
Cabot students and community, the 
Cabot School District would have the 
option of developing an alternate pro-
posal (by which Cabot School District 
would meet the goals of Act 46 by con-
tinuing as an independent district). This 
proposal would be submitted first to the 
Vermont Secretary of Education for pos-
sible inclusion in a preliminary statewide 
plan, which would then be submitted to 
the State Board of Education for ap-
proval. 
     During a discussion at one of our 
meetings in May, all of the members of 
our board expressed reservations about 
joining into a larger district. If a consoli-
dated district were formed, Cabot as the 
smallest town would have a much dimin-
ished voice in how our Cabot students are 
educated, as well as in the cost of that 
education. However, we decided in the 
end that it would be worthwhile to con-
tinue the discussion with our neighbors 
to investigate if and how consolidation 
could benefit our students, rather than 
rejecting the notion entirely and petition-
ing the State Board of Education to re-
main an independent district without 
looking at other options. 
     The meetings of the 706 Committee 
will be critical in determining how the 
students of Cabot will be educated in the 
future. It’s likely that the group will con-
tinue to meet through the fall and early 
winter. Although only two of our board 
members will serve on the committee, we 
will be having discussions about the pro-
gress of the 706 Committee as a feature 
of our regular board meetings, and will 
also post updates on the Cabot School 
website, as well as in the Cabot Chroni-
cle. We encourage all Cabot community 
members to attend the 706 Committee 
meetings and/or regular Cabot School 
Board meetings, or alternately to contact 
any board member to remain informed 
as this very important process continues. 
 

Chris Tormey 
Cabot School Board 

Cabot School Board Update Act 46 

By Dave Schilling, Principal 
 

     As students and teachers get ready to 
return to school on September 1, a 
newly formed team is hard at work, 
crafting a new type of program designed 
to better facilitate communication be-
tween the school and community, and 
help students find authentic learning 
opportunities right here in their own 
back yard.  
     Initiated with a grant from the Nellie 
Mae Community Foundation and Great 
Schools Partnership, this team is work-
ing to build a strong bridge between 
school and community. The mission of 
the grant is to ensure that communities 
are not only informed about their local 
public schools, but also actively engaged 
in the educational process.  
     The grant language goes on to warn 
that “authentic community engagement 
is not “marketing” or “public relations”—
it’s an ongoing, participatory, inclusive 
process that ensures diverse voices and 
perspectives are heard and considered 
when important decisions are made 
about our schools and children.” The 
Cabot team has truly taken this chal-
lenge to heart, crafting a variety of ac-
tivities and plans to better engage com-
munity members in the direction of our 
school.  
     Last year, three introductory events 
got us off to a great start. Cabot School 
hosted screenings of two nationally 
known films, “Beyond Measure” and 
“Most Likely to Succeed”. More than 50 
community members attended each 
screening, and joined us for a delicious 
meal, as well as lively and spirited dis-
cussion about the films’ content. Beyond 
Measure shines light on schools that are 
rising above America’s trend toward 
lengthy achievement tests by creating 
more active, student-centered, and en-
gaging systems to show academic pro-
gress. Most Likely to Succeed looks at 
schools that are prioritizing efforts to 

educate whole children, through activity
-based and experiential learning, as well 
as student voice and leadership in their 
own educational process.  
     The final community engagement 
team event of the year was the Spring 
Fling BBQ, presented in late May. More 
than 100 folks showed up to sample the 
delicious fare of Cabot’s own Back Road 
BBQ and see presentations of student 
learning, including art exhibitions, origi-
nal music composed and played by the 
Limes, and the final exam performance 
of the Contemporary Dance class. 
Cabot’s new (and State Champion) Ulti-
mate Frisbee team was also on hand to 
provide a hands-on demo of their sport.  
     Looking to next year, our engagement 
team, led by Tamara Feldman, Rebecca 
Nally, Angela Ogle, and Lynn Lehoe, is 
again raising the bar, and crafting plans 
to further implement the inclusive, par-
ticipatory process envisioned by the 
grantors. The team is currently working 
on a system of community-classroom 
partnerships, as well as partnering with 
9th grade student Billie O’Connor to 
create a website that will showcase all of 
the engagement work and increase com-
munication opportunities between 
school and community.  
     Our first event for the year, including 
the website launch, will be an all-
community BBQ on Saturday, Septem-
ber 3 at 4:00 p.m. at the recreation field. 
This will follow our first soccer games of 
the year, with the Varsity girls’ and 
boys’ teams playing Sharon Academy at 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. respectively. 
We hope to see you there! 

Cabot School’s Community Engagement 
Team Takes Huge Step Forward 

       ADVICE FROM THE TREE WARDEN 
                 By Roland (Slim) Payne 
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      Hot, humid weather, and lots of it.  I 
didn’t used to mind it, but now, it takes a 
toll on me, so I work some, then take 
some AC time to get cooled off, then do a 
little more.   
     Giant Hog Weed just doesn’t stop 
growing.  I cut flowers off in July and by 
the tenth of August new shoots had 
grown up from nothing to three to five 
feet tall, and had flowers again.  So, I 
went back and cut them again.  The 
plants on my property were going to seed 
stage, so I bagged them and sent them to 
the landfill, hopefully they get buried 
deep. 
     Bush Honey Suckle – if you have some 
you want gone, now is the time to do it, 
from late August to early October, the cut 
stump method.  Cut the bush from 3” to 
6” above the ground and put full strength 
Round Up on the stump.  It doesn’t take 

much, just a few drops.  I use a plastic 
mustard bottle because it’s yellow (easy to 
see) and I put a little red food coloring in 
it so I can see the ones I have done, be-
cause, if you have a big clump, you will 
miss some or do them more than once, 
because Round Up is clear.  I know I have 
written about this several times, but still 
get asked what to do quite often. 
     It looks like turkeys have had a good 
year.  I have seen a lot of hens with six to 
twelve chicks, and the chicks are getting 
good-sized now. 
     It will be back to school soon, so go 
crack the books and have fun.   
     NOTE:  Be sure to mark whatever you 
put Round Up on so anyone will know 
what it is, and keep away from children. 

     Tom:  “Did you know it takes three sheep 
to make a sweater?” 
     Bill:  “I didn’t even know they could knit!” 


