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     The restoration of the Cabot Tower 
Clock has been a community project.  
The process has required disassembling 
the clock, moving it to Richard 
Ducharme’s shop, cleaning the parts, 
making some new parts, repairing other 
parts, painting the iron parts including 
lettering, restoring the hands and mak-
ing some new hands, re-assembling and 
testing the mechanism, taking it apart 
and carrying it (some parts weighing at 
least 125 lbs) back into the tower, put-
ting it together again, replacing the time-
side cable, adjusting the strike-side cable 
and setting the clock going again. 
     This has required efforts of a lot of 
people who contributed their skills and 
time to make it a successful project:   
 

• Richard Ducharme – His shop and 
labor 
• Ron Bussolotti – Winds the clock 

weekly & helped at church with re-
moval and re-installation, made new 
stairs to the tower 
• Peter Rioux – Clock restorer from 

Winter Harbor, Maine, supervised 
the work and did some of the repair 
• Tom Bishop – Straightened strike 

control arbor & made new snail stop, 
Lyndon Institute 
• Paul Wade – Made new strike rack & 

hands, made new stairs to the tower, 

created photographic record of the 
work. 
• Ken Klingler – Shaped & painted 

hands 
• Tim Gochey – Painted clock frame 

and iron parts 
• Sandy Ducharme – Painted gold trim 

and lettering 
• Bill Wheeler – Made weight chase 

door 
• Dan Peterson – Made dial flashing 
• Jan Westervelt – Cleaned parts & 

assembled clock for testing 
• Andy Luce – Provided parts cleaner 
• Mike Cookson – Remade bolt for 

strike cable 
• Lori Augustyniak – Wrote grant for 

funding 
• Vermont Community Foundation – 

Provided grant 
• Cabot Community Association – Pro-

ject funding & accounting 
• Returning the clock to the tower: 

Carried the cast iron frame: 
  Bobby Searles  
  Daniel Durgin 
  Jeffrey Durgin  
Carried parts:   
  Jim Dineen  
  Rory Thibault   
  Ken Klingler  
  Richard Ducharme 

 

Cabot Church Clock Repair 

ACT 46 SCHOOL MERGER VOTES 
 

Willey Building (Cabot Town Hall) ~ 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Act 46 Merger Cabot/Danville/Twinfield & Unified School District Directors 

Drive-up voting available ~ Absentee ballots available from Town Clerk (call 563-2279) 
See ballot samples on page 16. 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

MERGER INFORMATION SESSIONS 

Cabot Community Information Session,  

June 14, 2017, 6:00 p.m., Cabot School 
There's also a Danville School Session on  

June 12, 6:00 p.m. at Danville School  

And Twinfield Union School  

June 13, 6:00 p.m., at Twinfield School  
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~ Mission Statement ~ 
The mission of The Cabot Chronicle is to regularly publish local news 
for the residents of the Cabot Area. Our purpose is to share information 
that will help readers become better involved in their Community. 

The Cabot Chronicle Submission Guidelines 
 

     The Chronicle welcomes letters written with an economy of words.  The maximum length is 
recommended to be no longer than 400 words.  Letters may be edited for clarity and length or 
returned to the author with suggestions for re-submittal. All letters and commentary pub-
lished in The Cabot Chronicle represent the opinions of the authors and not necessarily the 
opinions of staff. 
     The Cabot Chronicle reserves the right to reject letters that may contain unsuitable mate-
rial for our readers.  Letters will not be considered for publication unless signed and accompa-
nied by a phone number.  We will gladly consider articles and photographs for publication. 
     The Cabot Chronicle is not responsible for errors in submitted material.  Nor does The 
Cabot Chronicle assume responsibility for claims arising in connection with   products or ser-
vices advertised on these pages. 
     If you have editorial questions or would like advertising information, call our office at 563-
3338, visit our website, www.CabotVermont.org or email us at inbox@cabotchronicle.org   
Letters and other inquiries can also be sent to:  The Cabot Chronicle, P.O. Box 245, Cabot, VT 
05647. 

COUNTRY COMMENTARY 
     Bodhi, our eight month old lab, has 
successfully finished his second class, 
now he goes on to PAWS ON THE 
PAVEMENT class. Using all his new 
skills out in the open with other people 
around and everything. OY!  
     We have been hiking the Rail Trail in 
Groton State Forest, which is really nice 
before the season opens. A friend of mine 
brought her mini Aussies and the pups 
had a blast. I just love Bodhi having fun, 
he is such a goof. 
     We have spinach growing in the gar-
den and tomatoes in the window, along 
with some peppers. We will do our usual 
potato garden and who knows what else. 
It just feels so good to be spring again. I 
feel like a fern frond unfurling myself. 
Good year for fiddle heads for those of 
you who munch them. 
     The dark days we have been having 
are difficult, but other than that life is 
grand! Got some new Keen's that are 
more like a shoe and they are made for 
working folks out on the pavement, they 
feel so good on my feet. They are worth 
every penny! Sometimes you pay for 
what ya get! 
     I am getting back to writing short 
stories and the like. I do it all, poetry and 

novels, just haven't gotten a lot pub-
lished or finished for that matter. Got to 
get off my arse as it were and do some 
real work.  
     Vermont is finally in her prime, 
spring has sprung and all the lovely flow-
ers are blooming. I love the flowers if not 
the pollen. It is worth the sneezes. I 
wouldn't trade my life for anyones'. I en-
joy so much what I have. The chickens 
have gone into overtime on the egg lay-
ing. We thought, with the older girls not 
laying, we wouldn't have so many, but 
that is not the case. We have plenty of 
eggs. YUM! 
     Nothing better than a bacon and egg 
breakfast with gluten free English muf-
fins. Good way to start the day off right. 
Some would disagree and that is as it 
should be, we don't all want to be the 
same, that would be so boring. 
     I am ready for some sort of adventure. 
I am not sure what it will be yet, but It 
will be fun, I am sure of that, and if any 
of you have some magical ideas on what 
kind of adventure I should have just give 
me a holler, I always look forward to new 
experiences. 
  

Laura Lee Smith 
fizgigdragon@aol.com 

Cabot Arts Show and Tell 
Sunday, June 18, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

At The Willey Building 
     Cabot Arts Show and Tell invites visual artists (folks that make 
things we can see) of all kinds to join us once a month on a Sunday 
afternoon from 3:00 to 5:00 in the Willey Building for discussion of 
works presented and happenings in the area. 
 Roz Daniels 

Cabot Recycling 
     Recycling markets remain strong for 
most commodities. Metal in particular is 
coming back up. At the Cabot Recycling 
center, metal is collected separately from 
steel and aluminum cans.  
     The price of cardboard was down 
slightly at the start of summer, but re-
mains strong. Plastic markets have sta-
bilized, but at this time we continue to be 
able to collect plastics labeled #1, #2, #3, 
#4 only. 
     No household hazardous waste 
(HHW) collections are scheduled this 
summer for Cabot. However, residents of 
any NEKWMD member town can drop 
off HHW at other scheduled HHW Dis-
trict events. A HHW schedule is posted 
on line at http://www.nekwmd.org/
calendar.html. 
     In addition, the NEKWMD facility in 
Lyndonville accepts HHW from May 1 to 
October 1, by appointment only. Due to 
regulatory handling requirements, haz-
ardous wastes cannot be accepted with-
out an appointment. Scheduling ahead 
makes sure a qualified individual will be 

present to accept your hazardous wastes.  
Call the District at 1-800-734-4602 to 
make an appointment, and be certain 
your household hazardous wastes are 
disposed of properly. 
     Please note that the Cabot Recycling 
Center collects aerosol cans. Although 
they are made of steel, they should not 
be placed in the steel, or “tin” can con-
tainer. Nor should they be disposed of in 
trash. Rather, they are collected sepa-
rately, later to be drained and recycled 
with special handling.  
     The Cabot Recycling Center is open 
every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. until 
noon. Trash is collected for a fee. Please 
do not drop off items when the Center is 
closed.  
     Keep up the great work of cleaning 
and sorting your recyclable materials. 
Containers do not have to be washed. 
However, to reduce hazards to the 
NEKWMD crew working the baler in 
Lyndonville, please rinse all food residue 
from metal, plastic, and glass containers. 
 

Ben Davis  

     It sure seems good to see the lawns 
and fields green.  The tree leaves are 
coming along, but it is still quite cold, so 
they are slow, but will get there. We 
have had an awful lot of cloudy weather 
and rain, so things don’t grow very fast. 
     I have flagged all the honeysuckle on 
my property to cut and stump treat in 
August and September. 
     The Emerald Ash Borer is all around 
Vermont – in New Hampshire, New 
York and Quebec – and seem to be 
spreading, so Vermont will probably end 
up with them, too.  Some experts think 
they are already here, but have not been 
found yet. (Hope not.) 
     I have not heard anything about the 
Asian Long Horn Beetle for quite some 
time, now. (That is good.)  
     Ticks are here, so be careful.  Always 
check for them when you come in from 
fields and woods, and remove if you have 
any, and watch for a bull’s eye if you 
miss one.  The new tick I didn’t know 
much about it, but it can infect you in 15 
minutes, and the disease has no cure at 
this time. 

       ADVICE FROM THE TREE WARDEN 
                 By Roland (Slim) Payne 

 Humor from the HELPER 
    Zeke was trying out a brand-new, ex-
perimental bass plug.  He was pulling in 
and releasing fish like crazy.  However, 
his fishing partner, Luke, couldn’t help 
but notice that, before Zeke put each fish 
back in the water, he poured a small 
amount of beer into the fish’s mouth.  
“What are you doing that for?” Luke 
asked Zeke.  “Well,” replied Zeke, “each 
fish I’m releasing will go back and talk to 
the other fish, and it will describe this 
new lure to them. If the secret gets out, 
the fish won’t hit my lure any more.  
However, when the other fish get up close 
to the fish I’m releasing and smell the 
beer on its breath,  
they won’t believe  
anything it’s  
saying.” 
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Beginning the Village Revitalization Strategy 
for Cabot: Some Principals for Success 

By Peter Fairweather,  
Fairweather Consulting 
(www.fairweatherconsulting.com) 
 

     The Town of Cabot and the Cabot 
Community Association has hired Fair-
weather Consulting to work with the 
community on a Village Revitalization 
Strategy. We’ve worked with towns, vil-
lages and small cities throughout the 
Northeast on economic development 
strategies and are very excited about the 
opportunity to work in Cabot. 
     Our goal is to craft an economic devel-
opment strategy that will have a long-
term effect on the strength of our current 
businesses, provide an inviting climate for 
new vibrant business, and encourage and 
support entrepreneurship.  This strategy 
will include concrete steps Cabot can take 
to create a village center that serves resi-
dents and businesses well and is sustain-
able. 
     As we begin the process, it may be 
helpful to list a few principles that our 
experience suggests help make a project 
like this successful.  They are listed below 
in no particular order. 
 

1.  Seek the truth, it builds business.  
Successful economic development de-
pends upon clear understanding of what 
your community’s strengths and weak-
nesses are.  Economic development 
strategies can be visionary and far-
reaching, but most important, they must 
be realistic.  As we go through the village 
revitalization strategy process, we will be 
trying to clearly understand Cabot’s eco-
nomic development assets and how they 
can be used to help create jobs and wealth 
in the community.  Such an understand-
ing is the foundation for any successful 
revitalization effort. 
 

2.  Gather as much good information 
as you can.  Getting to the truth relies on 
gathering good information.  We will be 
putting together a variety of data on the 
economy, demography and overall busi-
ness climate of Cabot.  Another equally 
important source of information on any 
community is the experience and percep-
tions of people that live and work there.  
During the village revitalization strategy 
process, we will seek opinions from resi-
dents, business people, local officials and 
others through community meetings, 
surveys, interviews, etc.  If you happen to 
be asked to participate, please consider 
helping out.  The more thoughts and 

ideas we can gather in the 
process, the better the final 
strategy will be.  The initial 
public meeting for this project will be 
Tuesday, June 13, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Willey Building Auditorium. 
 

3.  Keep the planning process as 
transparent as possible.  We find that 
more people are willing to contribute to a 
strategy if they are able to track the plan-
ning process and review the results as 
they come together.  We have created a 
website for local residents and others to 
keep track of the planning process, read 
draft documents and share their com-
ments and ideas.  It can be accessed at 
www.cabotplan.com. 
 

4.  Be persistent and be patient.  Cre-
ating a revitalization strategy for the vil-
lage is only the first step in a larger proc-
ess.  At that point, it is critically impor-
tant that the community embrace the 
strategy and be willing to use it as a long-
term guide for action.  One common mis-
take some communities make is to as-
sume that, once the strategy is done, 
things will automatically improve in the 
next two months or so.  It is important to 
remember that local economies are com-
plicated things.  Even when everything is 
ideal for a business to grow, it can still 
take time for the right opportunities to 
come along.  The key is for the community 
to stay prepared and be ready to spring 
into action when a local business needs 
the kind of assistance called for in the 
revitalization strategy or a when local 
government needs to adopt a land use 
policy or some other local action to help 
move things forward.  There is no substi-
tute for the combination of persistence 
and patience. 
 

5.  Enjoy what your community has 
to offer.  While the village of Cabot has 
some important economic issues that it 
needs to address, it is an extraordinarily 
beautiful place with a high quality of life.  
The Village Revitalization Strategy will 
seek to create economic opportunities that 
will build upon and help preserve and 
strengthen Cabot’s quality of life.  There-
fore, while we go through this process it is 
important for everyone to continually 
remind each other of what is special about 
Cabot, and how the revitalization strategy 
can contribute to a village economy in 
ways that take advantage of and high-
light those strengths. 

-----The CCA Economic Development Workgroup will serve as the steering commit-
tee for this project, and is tremendously pleased that Peter Fairweather has agreed 
to share his skill and expertise with Cabot.  Peter Fairweather is the owner of Fair-
weather Consulting, of New Paltz, NY, and will lead development of a Village Revi-
talization Strategy.  Mr. Fairweather has created a website/blog page for people to 
follow meetings, process and outcome: www.cabotplan.com. Look for the strategy to 
be completed in May 2018. 
      The Town of Cabot received a $20,000 Municipal Planning Grant from the Ver-
mont Department of Housing and Community Development, to be used in support 
of the Cabot Village Revitalization Strategy. A required match of $6,000 will be pro-
vided by the CCA. 
     The funds will be applied to two main goals: To evaluate the constraints and op-
portunities for Cabot’s Designated Village Center, and to create a detailed economic 
development strategy designed to revitalize the village and solidify its place as the 
economic and civic hub of the community.  
     Steering Committee members of the workgroup are: Select Board member Jack 
Daniels, Zoning Administrator Karen Deasy, Jan Westervelt, Johanna Thibault, 
Gary Gulka, Erica Burke, Rich Aronson, Niels Larsen, and CCA Executive Director 
Lori Augustyniak.  

Messages from your 2017 Selectboard! 
2017 Highway Fund Budgets: 
     The Cabot Selectboard has not disap-
peared, it just had to reorganize after 
Town meeting. As of the last report, the 
Selectboard informed you that there was 
an error in our budget calculating spread 
sheet and that error went to Town meet-
ing to be voted on within the Highway 
fund article. Thank you for your support 
in voting affirmative for both the Gen-
eral and Highway Fund budgets. We 
informed the tax payers that the Se-
lectboard would have to revote the High-
way fund due to the found error, but the 
Selectboard, along with the road com-
missioner, determined it was not worth 
spending an additional $2 to $4 thou-
sand dollars to hold another town wide 
vote to ask for $40,000. The Selectboard 
was able to increase our income through 
grants and miscellaneous income lines 
and reduce other expense line items to 
balance the budget amount approved at 
Town meeting. 
  

Town Ordinances and Policies: 
     Upon review of the budget, the Se-
lectboard determined that the Town had 
several outdated or nonexistent ordi-
nances and policies. Certain individuals 
on the board have been working hard to 
create documents that the Selectboard 
can vote on. The ordinances and policies 
currently under review are: the Town 
Employee Personnel Policy, Vendor Pol-
icy, Recreation Committee Field Use 
Policy, Conflict of Interest Policy, Public 

Assembly Ordinance, and Dog Ordi-
nance. If anyone has any suggestions to 
any or all of these documents currently 
being created or revised, please help us 
out. These documents are available on 
the Town web site. 
 

Animal Control issues: 
     As much as the Selectboard loves to 
hear and chat about your animals, Cabot 
has had its share of animal control issues 
this spring. The Selectboard is working 
on its fourth dog complaint and one 
horse complaint. Cabot also had its chal-
lenges getting residents to register their 
dogs this spring, and the town Clerk sent 
out notices May 18  ̀for those that did not 
make the time limit. Please be courteous 
of your neighbors and keep your pets 
quiet and in their own yard. Thank you. 
 

Eagle Scout Project: 
     Daniel Durgin approached the Se-
lectboard to install a flagpole, flag and 
lighting on the recreation field as part of 
his Eagle Scout project. The Selectboard 
enthusiastically approved the installa-
tion of the flag pole and assembly. We 
still all have a chance to observe this 
project as it has been postponed until 
June due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 

     The Selectboard has other topics that 
will make the July news but we just 
could not fit the entire quarter into this 
news clip. As always, thank you for your 
support. 
  

The Cabot Selectboard 

Brigitte Codling is running  
for a 3-year seat on the  
Unified School Board 

 

Please Vote “Yes” to the Cabot / 
Danville / Twinfield Merger  

on June 20th   
 

Vote for Brigitte Codling as one 
of your representatives on the 

new board 
 

Brigitte Codling has been a Cabot resident for fifteen (15) years, she is married to 
Mark Codling who has owned and operated a local business in Cabot since 2007. 
They have five (5) children who have all, at one time or another attended Cabot 
School. Their oldest daughter graduated from Cabot School, their second oldest 
daughter and their three (3) youngest children were home-schooled for three 
years. Their second oldest daughter attended, via the “regional school choice pro-
gram”, and then graduated from Danville School. Their third oldest daughter will 
be a freshman at Danville School next year via that same program. With two (2) 
children remaining at Cabot School, Brigitte has working knowledge of the 
schools in the Unified District as well as understands the needs of homeschool 
parents. As a Vermont Foster Parent Brigitte uniquely understands the plight of 
other foster parents, foster children, and children with special needs in the public 
school system. Brigitte has closely followed Act 46 and the 706-committee process, 
which has provided her a thorough understanding of the responsibility the Uni-
fied School Board has to the residents and students in the unified district. Brigitte 
has seventeen (17) years of experience working on multi-million dollar contracts 
in the areas of estimation, engineering, specification development, procurement, 
budgets, contract administration, construction, materials, and program manage-
ment. She currently serves as the Material Acceptance Program Manager and 
Construction Management System (CMS) Coordinator for the Agency of Trans-
portation. Serving on a number of national committees Brigitte has successfully 
negotiated for the needs of our small state. She would like to bring her knowledge 
and experience to the school board table and work to preserve the small school 
culture that Cabot resident’s value in a way that all residents can afford; while 
ensuring that every single child has access to the educational experience that 
works best for them to grow, learn, thrive, and succeed.    
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    BIRTH ANNOUNCMENTS 
Rylie Jane Loveless 
 

     Mark and Brigitte Codling are proud to announce the birth of 
their second grand-daughter, Rylie Jane Loveless, to parents 
Kyler and Ashley Loveless of St Johnsbury, Vermont. Rylie was 
born on April 29, 2017.  

    OBITUARIES & MEMORIALS 
Carroll O. Bashaw 
 

     The graveside service with military 
honors for Carroll O. "Mert" Bashaw, 79, 
of Crossville, TN, and formerly of Cabot, 
who died January 18, 2017, was held 
Monday, May 22, in Plain-Mont Ceme-
tery in East Montpelier.   

     In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Cumberland 
County Animal Shelter, 2 North Main 
St., Suite 303, Crossville, TN 38555; or 
Central Vermont Home Health & Hos-
pice, 600 Granger Road, Barre, VT 
05641. 

Clifton J. Burroughs 
 

     Clifton J. "Clif" Burroughs, 81, of U.S. 
Route 2, passed away on Friday, March 
17, 2017, at Florida Hospital in Deland, 
FL. 
     Born November 8, 1935, in Walden, 
he was the son of Howard and Ella 
(Stearns) Burroughs. Clif attended King 
Elementary School and Marshfield Ele-
mentary School. Later, he served in the 
Vermont Army National Guard. 
     On July 29, 1959, Clif married Audra 
L. Thomas in Cabot. After their mar-
riage, they made their home in Marsh-
field. 
     Clif was employed at Goddard College 
in maintenance and as a painter for 25 
years, after which he worked for himself 
for 16 years, retiring in 1997.  He was a 
member of the Macedonia Baptist 
Church. In his spare time, he enjoyed 
classic cars, traveling and spending the 
winter months in Astor, FL. 

     Survivors include his wife of 57 years, 
Audra, of Marshfield; his daughter, 
Cathy Burroughs Gosselin, of Woodbury, 
and his son, Neal H. Burroughs, of Hert-
ford, NC; 10 grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 
     In addition to his parents, he was pre-
deceased by his daughter, Cindy L. 
Townsend, and his son-in-law, Dale A. 
Townsend. 
     Services to honor and celebrate his life 
were held Saturday, May 20, 2017, in 
the Church of God of Prophecy in Marsh-
field. Interment was in the Plain-Mont 
Cemetery in East Montpelier. 
     In lieu of flowers, contributions in his 
memory may be made to the Vermont 
Foodbank, 33 Parker Rd., Barre, VT 
05641. 
     The Hooker and Whitcomb Funeral 
Home, 7 Academy St., Barre, is in charge 
of the arrangements. For a memorial 
guestbook, visit www.hookerwhit 
comb.com. 

Wayne A. Lumsden 
 

     Wayne Allan Lums-
den, 73, of Whittier Hill 
Road, Cabot, died unex-
pectedly on May 13, 
2017. 
     He was born on June 
22, 1943, in Hardwick, 
VT, the son of Allan and 
Evelyn Lumsden. He 
attended schools in 

Maine and graduated from high school 
there. Upon graduation, he served in the 
U.S. Navy. 
     Wayne worked at Cabot Creamery for 
many years as a supervisor in the pack-
aging division. He later was a school bus 
driver for the Cabot school system and 
then for First Student in Berlin. 
     On October 15, 1987, he married 
Ramona Davis in Cabot. 
     Wayne was a Mason in Cabot and a 
former member of the Cabot Ambulance 
Service. He enjoyed riding the backroads 
in his car and listening to country music 
or his audio books. 

     He is survived by his wife, Ramona, of 
Berlin; daughter, Jennifer Devenger, of 
Hardwick; three sons, John Lumsden 
and his wife, Robin, of Highgate Center, 
Matt Lumsden, of Essex Junction, and 
Allan and his wife, Laura Lumsden, of 
Rochester Hills, MI; two stepdaughters, 
Rosemary and her husband, Carter 
Nunn, of Cabot, and Dawn and her hus-
band, John Robert, of TN; two stepsons, 
Jeffrey Sweeney, of Northfield, and Tim 
and his wife, Amy Sweeney, of North-
field; several grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 
     A memorial reception was held on 
Sunday, May 21, at the Cabot United 
Church. 
     Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Alzheimers Association, 300 Cor-
nerstone Drive, Suite #130, Williston, VT 
05495 or at www.alz.org/vermont/; or to 
Cabot Ambulance Service, 36 Garney 
Road, Cabot, VT 05647.  Online condo-
lences may be sent to www.guareand 
sons.com.  

Phillis A. Mercurio 
 

     Phyllis Alida Mer-
curio, 96, died Jan. 
21, 2017, at Moun-
tain View Commu-
nity Center in Os-
sipee, NH. 
     She was born 
June 18, 1920, in 
Cabot, Vermont, the 

daughter of Edwin and Edith (Lawson) 
Webster. 
     She attended Cabot High School. 
     She married Peter P. Mercurio in 
Connecticut. He died in 1985. 
     Mrs. Mercurio was employed for 
many years by the state of Connecticut 
comptroller's office as a telephone opera-
tor.  She enjoyed crocheting and knitting. 

     Survivors include her son, Wayne 
Parsons, of Billerica, MA, eight grand-
children, nieces, nephews and cousins. 
     She was predeceased by her siblings, 
Edwin Jr., George, Daniel and Dorothy 
Webster. 
     The memorial service was held at 2:00 
p.m. Friday, May 19, at Northern Ver-
mont Funeral Home in Hardwick, with 
internment in Cabot Village Cemetery. 
     In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to American Diabetes 
Association, Eastern New England Of-
fice, 330 Congress St., 5th Floor, Boston, 
MA 02210. 

Lyle M. Nunn 
 

     Lyle M. Nunn, 90, 
passed away at home on 
April 24, 2017. 
     Born April 9, 1927, to 
William and Gladys 
(Farnham) Nunn of 
Peacham, VT, Lyle 
moved to Cabot in 1950 
to raise his family. 
     His livelihood in-

cluded farming, logging, cheese making 
and auto mechanics. Nunn’s Garage, in 
operation over 40 years, evolved from his 
employment at Cabot Garage. 
     Lyle’s interests included fishing, hunt-
ing, traveling country roads, welding 
sculptures, daytime soaps, “old-school” 
country music, poetry and offbeat hu-
mor. 
     His greatest pleasure was sharing 
time with his family of 99 descendents; 
16 children, 33 grandchildren, 44 great-
grandchildren, and 4 great-great-
grandchildren. 
     He will be greatly missed by his chil-
dren: Dolores Sawyer (Manchester, 
N.H.), Brenda Robichaud (Rochester, 
N.H.), Lila Tillotson (W. Topsham, Vt.), 
Sharon Swisher (Manchester, N.H.); 
Carlyle Nunn (Cabot, Vt.), Rosco Nunn 
(Rutland, Vt.), Mayo Nunn (Cabot, Vt.), 
Pamela Nunn (Manchester, N.H.), 
Abren Nunn (Underhill, Vt.), Carter 
Nunn (Cabot, Vt.), April Nunn (Cabot, 
Vt.), Ramon Nunn (Cabot, Vt.), Robin 
Nunn (Vershire, Vt.), Judy Silveria 
(Cabot, Vt.) Aldo Nunn (Cabot, Vt.) and 
his siblings: Arlene Miller, Burnice Ad-
ams, Blanche Ross and Arnold Nunn 
and their families. 
     Lyle is predeceased by his wife Shelby
-Jean (Davis), daughter Penelope, grand-
daughter Sandra, and great-
granddaughter Alexandra; also by four 
brothers: Hylan, Oliver, Kenneth and 
Eugene; and five sisters: Charlotte Hut-
chinson, Cerese (Buddy) Sicely, Irene 
Brown, Ila Shatney and Marion Meiggs. 
     Gravesite services were held at Cabot 
Plains Cemetery on Saturday, May 20.  
     In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to your favorite charity. 
     Arrangements in the care of des Gro-
seilliers Funeral Home Church St. Hard-
wick. 

 
 

I'm Fine – How Are You? 
(Anonymous) 
 
 

There is nothing the matter with me  
I'm as healthy as can be.  
I have arthritis in both my knees  
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze,  
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,  
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.  
 

All my teeth have had to come out, 
And my diet I hate to think about. 
I’m overweight and I can’t get thin, 
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in. 
 

And arch supports I have for my feet,  
Or I wouldn't be able to go on the street.  
Sleep is denied me night after night,  
But every morning I find I'm all right,  
My memory is failing, my head's in a 
spin  
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.  
 

Old age is golden, I've heard it said,  
But sometimes I wonder as I go to bed,  
With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in 
the cup,  
And my glasses on a shelf, until I get up.  
And when sleep dims my eyes, I say to 
myself,  
Is there anything else I should lay on the 
shelf?  
 

The reason I know my youth has been 
spent, 
Is my get-up-and-go has got-up-and-
went! 
But really I don’t mind, when I think 
with a grin, 
Of all the places my get-up has been. 
 

I get up each morning and dust off my 
wits, 
Pick up the paper and read the obits. 
If my name is missing, I’m therefore not 
dead, 
So I eat a good breakfast and jump back 
into bed. 
 

The moral of this as the tale unfolds,  
Is that for you and me, who are growing 
old,  
It is better to say, "I'm fine" with a grin,  
Than to let people know the shape we're 
in. 

For Weekly Articles on  
Cabot, Marshfield, Calais, Walden and 

Twinfield, Cabot and Walden Schools 
Follow  

Will Walters  
in 
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The Bee Shaman’s Apiary 
By A. Pauly, Jr 
Author of Merlin’s Veto: Chronicles of The 
New Merlin  
 

Perfection in the Bee Yard: Looking 
at the World with Soft Eyes 

 

      Just yesterday, I woke for the second 
time in as many days, having dreamed 
about honey bees swarms and honey 
comb. Last Thursday morning’s dream 
was a doozey that involved a lengthy vis-
ual cascades of honey comb imagery and 
laborious representations of my participa-
tion in removing many hives from the 
walls of several houses and buildings. 
This dream seemed to go on for quite 
some time, as if I was engaged in this 
labor of activity for several days. I woke 
feeling quite exhausted.   
     Inadvertently that morning, I found 
myself in the office of my part time em-
ployer, explaining to him why I was so 
tired. The subject of the dream came up 
and I shared with him the basic outline. 
Then, for some flippant reason, I related 
how, in the past when I dream about, 
“The Ladies” as I call them, something 
relating to my own hives or feral swarms 
comes up. 
     True to form, two days later on the 
evening of a big wedding here at the re-
sort, I received a call from a woman ask-
ing if I am available to deal with a swarm 
of honey bees that had landed 45 feet up 
in her pine tree. The video link of me cap-
turing this swarm is provided here. 
     I have been beekeeping for six years 
now. I have performed dozens of hive re-
movals and an equal, if not greater, num-
ber of swarm captures. For those that 
don’t know, an average swarm is a group 
of about 1,500 to 15,000 honey bees, 
sometimes more. A swarm is a free mov-
ing mass of bees that is leaving an old or 
damaged hive to establish a new hive in 
another location. Swarming is most often 
done so that a hive can reproduce a new 
hive. It is natural, essential and usually 
harmless.  
     A hive is the wax structure that the 
bees create inside a cavity of some sort, 
where the bees live, reproduce and store 
honey. The bees are the swarm. The hive 
is the home. Honey bees have this ten-
dency to like the cavities in houses and 
old buildings, where the conditions are 
more stable than in a wild environment. 
Removing a hive is a messy and compli-
cated endeavor. And on a hot day with a 
full bee suit and 40,000 plus irritated 
bees, it is quite exhausting. However I live 
for it. 
     Beekeeping and the preservation and 
protection of these beings is my passion. 
As some of you know, so is the Art of Sha-
manism. I may not be the most skilled 
shaman or the best trained, but I am 
quite open intuitionally, and my passion 
for honey bees and my intuition have 
proven themselves over the years to be 
quite intertwined. 
     On Tuesday morning I once again 
dreamed about bees. Knowing full well at 
this point to keep my eyes open, I decided 
that I needed to go check my bee yard, 
“Apiary”. I got there and nothing was go-
ing on. The bees I captured the day before 
where safely ensconced in the dark cool 
barn out of the heat from the sun. I 
wanted them to acclimate and accept the 

frames of honey comb I had provided 
them as their new home. This can take 
anywhere from 24 to 76 hours of impris-
onment with no way of getting out, other-
wise, in their angered state, they would 
take off and all fly away. They took under 
48. 
     It was working into a rather sunny day 
in Cabot. I decided after 48 hours I could 
pull the swarm in the modified trash can 
out into the bee yard and test them to see 
how they reacted to full sunlight and an 
open door policy. I removed the imprison-
ing wire mesh and duct tape. Once 
warmed up, they began to pour out of the 
hastily cut hole in the trash can lid, but, 
after an hour, they hadn’t shown signs of 
swarming. I left them for an hour or so to 
go get lunch and some cool water.  
     All suited up when I came back, I saw 
from the distance a dark mass on the wil-
low bushes near the electric bear fence. 
There was a sizable swarm on the trunk 
of the bush. Flustered, I rushed to check it 
out, not relishing the idea of trying to 
catch this swam again. It turns out, on 
closer inspection, the trash can swarm 
was still at home in the can, busy as ever.  
     Once again my instinct had panned 
out, this new swarm was from one of my 
previous hives. Had I not listened to inner 
guidance, I would likely never have 
caught this swarm by not showing up 
that day. You can see swarm number 2 in 
the previous video link.  
     It took me some time to coax the bees 
into the nuc box I provided for them. 
Eventually, I found the queen and 
trapped her inside with several hundred 
worker bees. Being pressed a bit for time, 
I decided that, since I had the queen, I 
could shake the branch and disrupt the 
swarm cluster. The swarm kept wanting 
to re-cluster on the tree, I had to do this 
several times before they finally homed in 
on the queen bee’s pheromones that ema-
nated from the nuc box. 
     Since I was a child, I have been fasci-
nated with insects, ants and butterflies, in 
particular. I sat back and delightedly 
watched the behavior of these amazing 
beings. Spiraling around, they circled the 
yard, searching for the chemical scents of 
the queen in the air. I let my eyes relax 
and allowed my vision to become fuzzy. 
Tom Brown Jr, the great wilderness sur-
vival teacher, calls this, “Looking at the 
world with soft eyes”.  
     I had discovered this technique as a 
child watching carpenter ants on a pile of 
mulch. With soft eyes, I could see the col-
lective movement of each ant and how it 
relates and is synchronized with the mind 
of the whole colony. It fosterers an ex-
tremely relaxed state of mind that is al-
most hypnotic. I moved into soft eye as I 
watched the swarm swirled around the 
yard. I was mesmerized. 
     The perfection and intelligence of these 
creatures was so moving and magnifi-
cently touching. My heart opened and I 
could do nothing but weep. It was truly a 
sublime and beautiful moment of teach-
ing. The bees know their nature. They 
don’t fight it. They are perfectly in har-
mony with the earth.  
     Maybe someday we humans can re-
turn to being as in tune with our true 
nature, “not this artificial manipulation,” 
as they are with theirs.  

VTrans Highway Division Service 
2016 Team of the Year 

Cabot Residents Brigitte Codling 
and Cyndi Hastings Recognized for 
Development of Regional Process 

Manual 
 
     Two Cabot individuals were recog-
nized for accomplishing the enormous 
task of creating from scratch a Regional 
Process Manual. 
     The Construction Section of VTrans 
provides oversight of a $200 million an-
nual capital improvement program of 
transportation projects, and is responsi-
ble for providing oversight and admini-
stration of construction contracts.  Enor-
mous responsibility comes with manag-
ing public funds, and the need for clear, 
consistent and transparent procedures is 
critical.  The program is managed at the 
regional level, and with four regions, 
maintaining consistency statewide is a 
constant challenge.  In addition, the con-
tracting community needs some predict-
ability, as a contractor will work in all 
four regions. 
     Cyndi and Brigitte began the long 
process of documenting the work and 
collaborated with the other three regions 
to review, edit and improve the proc-
esses.  They reached consensus when 
possible, but demonstrated leadership 
when decisions needed to be made. The 
work flows were captured both graphi-

cally and with supporting narrative de-
scribing the steps, the position responsi-
ble for the task, the deliverables and 
helpful hints. 
     The result of their efforts is a manual 
that contains the 27 principle processes 
that the regional offices use to adminis-
ter a construction contract, and 11 addi-
tional workflows to help manage the con-
tractor’s submittals as required by the 
contract. 
     This manual is truly a major accom-
plishment, and Brigitte and Cyndi cre-
ated this manual while maintaining 
their job responsibilities.  The benefits 
are enormous in terms of consistency 
across the regions, accuracy of the work 
products, training new employees and a 
critical starting point for future process 
improvement or automation. 

Cabot Lister Notes 
     The Town office needs accurate con-
tact information for property owners, 
and in these days of disconnected house 
phones in favor of personal cell phones, 
that is often not the case.  Please don’t 
assume we have your data. 
     Property tax bills will be mailed 
within the next month.  If your mailing 
address on file is incorrect, it could result 
in you not receiving your tax bill, which, 
if we can’t find you, could result in late 
payment fines. 
     In addition, the town will be undergo-

ing a townwide reappraisal, ordered by 
the State of Vermont, in 2019/2020.  We 
will need to reach you to give you ad-
vance notice when the appraisers will be 
working in your area.  We can’t do that 
without up-to-date telephone numbers 
and addresses. 
     If you have business in the Willey 
Building or the village, please stop by 
and leave us your cell phone number, 
email and postal mailing address.  We 
won’t use it for anything but official busi-
ness, and we certainly don’t sell it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Blood Drive 
Betty Ritter, Town Clerk 
 

     The Blood Drive will be held at the Willey Building on Monday, 
June 5, from 12:00-5:00 p.m.  Our last drive was very successful (over 
25 donors).  The Red Cross informed me that they will have more peo-
ple to help with this, which means you will not have as long as wait.   
 

Hope to see you on Monday, June 5.  
 

As usual there will be refreshments for all to enjoy.   
Bring a friend! 
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Camp fee $60 for the Week,  
$10 for Workshops 

 

Discount available for multiple camp 
registration or sibling registration: $5.  

Some scholarships available  
upon request. 

  
Camps are located on the Cabot School 
campus unless noted otherwise.  
Complimentary breakfast and lunch 
available in the school cafeteria from 
June 26 - August. 
 

Register at bit.ly/cabotsummer 
camps or contact llehoe@cabot 
school.org (Recreation Committee 
camps) or aogle@cabotschool.org  
(Greater Cabot Working Landscape 
Network camps) with questions. 
 

Middle and High School Soccer 
Camp with Kevin Lehoe and guest 
coaches Andrew Lafrenz, Johnson 
State College; Peter Stratman, Cabot 
School; Kasey Miller, Williamstown; 
guest speakers Personal Trainer, 
Lindsay Warren and Physical 
Therapist, Lindsay O’Steen: The 
agenda includes basic fundamentals of 
soccer, team drills and passing, advanced 
skill drills and formation, as well as nu-
trition, strength training and avoidance 
of injuries with proper stretching. June 
19 - 21, 5:00 to 7:30 pm at Cabot Rec-
reation Field.  Presented by the 
Cabot Recreation Committee. Price 
$15 per person for all three days.  
Contact llehoe@cabotschool.org. 
 

Soccer Camp with Taylor Abbott 
and Jeremy Maxfield: Enhance your 
soccer skills with this week long camp, 
practicing drills, footwork and fun games 
with our talented high school senior Tay-
lor and recent Cabot graduate Jeremy. 
Breakfast and lunch provided at the 
school cafeteria. June 26 - 30, from 8:00 
to 12:00. Ages 6 and up.  Minimum 8 
students. Presented by the Cabot Rec-
reation Committee, Price $60. Con-
tact llehoe@cabotschool.org. 
 

Early Childhood Nature Camp with 
Lynn Talamini and Cecilia Gulka: A 
camp for nurturing a sense of wonder 
through exploration, questioning, inves-
tigating and discovering the natural 
world. June 26 - 30, from 8:30 to 3:00. 
Ages 4 to 7. Price $200. For separate 
registration and for more informa-
t i o n  c o n t a c t  l t a l a -
m i n i @ c a b o t s c h o o l . o r g  o r 
cgulka@fairpoint.net.  
 

June Garden Camp with Sarah Zet-
telmeyer: Learn the skills needed to 
start a garden and learn the benefits of 
growing your own food.  We will be dis-
covering the many communities that 
make up a great garden, from what’s in 
the rich soil, who are the visiting insects, 
what plants grow well together, and how 
we can help the garden grow full and 
bountiful! Lunch provided in the school 
cafeteria at 12:00. June 26 - 30, from 
1:00 to 4:00 PM. Ages 8 and up. Mini-
mum 5 students, maximum 15. Pre-
sented by the Greater Cabot Working 
Landscape Network. Price $60. Con-
tact aogle@cabotschool.org. 

Fairy House Building Workshop 
with Sarah Zettelmeyer: Spend time 
exploring in the woods, hoping to en-
counter some magic. We will read a fairy 
storybook, collect items for making fairy 
houses, build one together in the woods 
and another to take home. A magically 
creative day of fun and wonder. Lunch 
provided in the school cafeteria. July 6, 
from 8:00 to 12:00, Ages 3 - 13. Mini-
mum 5 students, maximum 15. Pre-
sented by the Greater Cabot Working 
Landscape Network. Price $10. Con-
tact aogle@cabotschool.org. 
 

Living Willow Structure Workshop 
with Angela Ogle: Learn how to plant 
and weave a living willow structure. We 
will also explore simple trellis building 
for garden or play structures. Lunch pro-
vided in the school cafeteria. July 6, 
from 12:00 - 4:00, Ages 7 and up. Pre-
sented by the Greater Cabot Working 
Landscape Network. Price $10. Con-
tact aogle@cabotschool.org. 
 

Herb Camp with Sarah Zettelmeyer:  
Come and learn the magic of herbs and 
the healing pharmacy in our backyard!  
We will identify our local healing plants, 
keep an herbal informational journal, 
make and taste teas, and herbal snacks.  
We will learn the proper way to harvest 
and dry plants as well as make herbal 
crafts as well as make oils and salves, 
plus much more! Breakfast and lunch 
provided in the school cafeteria. July 10 
- 14, from 9:00 - 12:00, Ages 6 - 10. 
Minimum 5 students, maximum 15. 
Presented by the Greater Cabot 
Working Landscape Network. Price 
$60. Contact aogle@cabotschool.org. 
 

Maker’s Camp with Susie Socks and 
friends: Design, build and experiment 
with others in the new school Maker’s 
Space, creating traditional toys, games, 
and crafts with wood, paper, fabric, and 
more. Lunch provided in the school cafe-
teria. July 10 - 14, from 12:00 - 4:00, 
Ages 8 and up. Minimum 8 students. 
Presented by the Cabot Recreation 
Committee. Price $60. Contact lle-
hoe@cabotschool.org. 
 

Basketball Camp with Cameron 
North and Louie Quinten: Set per-
sonal goals and improve your game with 
excellent instruction for all skill levels. 
Learn passing, shooting, rebounding and 
basketball fundamentals, while condi-
tioning for scrimmage. Breakfast and 
lunch provided in the school cafeteria.. 
July 17 - 21 from 8:00 - 12:00. Ages 6 
and up. Minimum 8 students. Pre-
sented by the Cabot Recreation Com-
mittee. Price $60. Contact lle-
hoe@cabotschool.org. 
 

Dance Camp with Breanna North: 
Have fun and grow as a dancer with ex-
ercises and games to improving dance 
and movement skills. You will produce a 
dance video and showcase new skills 
with a performance for family and 
friends at the end of the week. Bring 
your own special costumes to camp. 
Lunch provided in the school cafeteria. 
July 17 - 21 from 12:00 - 4:00. Ages 8 

2017 Cabot Summer 
Camps and Workshops 

Lunch All  
Summer Long  

at Cabot School 
              By Scott St. John 
 

     School is almost done and summer is just about here. Don’t go 
hungry  
     This summer, your own Cabot School is offering free breakfast 
and lunch for anyone under 18 years of age.  Starting June 18, 
and continuing through July 29, breakfast will be from 8:00 to 
9.30 a.m. and lunch will be from11:00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.   
     Looking forward to seeing all of you, so come in and get a good 
nutritional meal.  Don’t go hungry, come and eat.  For informa-
tion, contact Scott St. John, Cabot Food Director, 802-563-2289, 
ext 232. 

and up. Minimum 8 students. Pre-
sented by the Cabot Recreation Com-
mittee. Price $60. Contact lle-
hoe@cabotschool.org.  Campers will 
meet at Cabot School cafeteria for 
lunch and then walk to the Willey 
Building for the rest of the time. 
 

On Marshfield Dam with Deb Both-
feld: A week of kayaking, canoeing, fish-
ing, and  swimming. All skill levels wel-
comed. Bring swimming and fishing 
gear, hats and sunscreen. Breakfast is 
provided in the school cafeteria as is a 
sack lunch. Limited transportation pro-
vided. July 24 - 28 from 9:30 - 1:30. 
Ages 7 and up, parents welcome. Pre-
sented by Deb Bothfeld. Price FREE. 
Maximum 18 students. Contact 
dbothfeld@cabotschool.org. 
 

Theatre Camp with Megan Walker, 
Cameron Mueller Harder and Karen 
Mueller Harder: Have a week of fun 
with theatre games and instruction that 
will teach memorization, vocal tech-
nique, choreography, character develop-
ment, stage craft, and improvisation, 
through theatre games and instruction. 
For all skill levels. Production of the 
work will be shown at the end of the 
week.  Breakfast and lunch provided in 
the school cafeteria. July 24 - 28 from 
8:00 - 12:00, Ages 8 and up. Minimum 
8 students. Presented by the Cabot 
Recreation Committee. Price $60. 
Contact llehoe@cabotschool.org. 
 

Art and Set Design Camp with 
Megan Walker: Learn how to set the 
stage with perspective, mood and loca-
tion by designing and creating back-
drops, flats and props for the theatre. 
Wear paint clothes and be prepared for 
creative fun.  Lunch provided in the 
school cafeteria.. July 24 - 28 from 
12:00 - 4:00, Ages 8 and up. Minimum 
8 students. Presented by the Cabot 
Recreation Committee. Price $60. 
Contact llehoe@cabotschool.org. 
 

Hands on Cedar Woodworking 
Camp with Marc Tamiso: Learn to 
use basic hand tools for peeling and 
shaping cedar. Begin the week with ce-
dar fence posts and complete the week 
with a project of your choice. Breakfast 
and lunch provided in the school cafete-
ria.  July 31 - August 4, from 8:00 - 
12:00 Age 7 and up Minimum 5 stu-
dents, maximum 10. Presented by the 

Greater Cabot Working Landscape 
Network. Price $60. Contact 
aogle@cabotschool.org. 
Drawing in Nature Camp with 
Megan Walker: A nature drawing class 
for any level of artist that looks to both 
the technical and conceptual aspects of 
drawing as a tool for visual expression. 
The classes also explore learning to see 
and think visually. Lunch provided in 
the school cafeteria. July 31 - August 4, 
from 12:00 to 3:00. Age 10 and up. 
Minimum 2 students, maximum 10. 
Presented by the Greater Cabot 
Working Landscape Network. Price 
$60. Contact aogle@cabotschool.org. 
 

August Garden Camp with Sarah 
Zettelmeyer: Working in the garden 
started in June, we will focus on planting 
fall crops, harvest and prepare produce 
from the garden, talk about seed saving, 
and make some garden art and signs for 
the incoming students. Bring a snack 
and sack lunch. August 7 - 11, from 
8:00 - 12:00. Age 8 and up. Minimum 
5 students, maximum 15. Presented 
by the Greater Cabot Working Land-
scape Network. Price $60. Contact 
aogle@cabotschool.org. 
 

Creating Art in Nature Camp with 
Robin Merriam: Students will spend 
time in the woods creating works of art 
using natural materials such as stone, 
branches, leaves and soil. Topics will 
include mindfulness and observation of 
space and location. Bring a snack and 
sack  lunch. August 7 - 11, from 12:00 - 
3:00. Age 8 and up. Minimum 5 stu-
dents, maximum 10. Presented by the 
Greater Cabot Working Landscape 
Network. Price $60. Contact 
aogle@cabotschool.org. 
 

Labyrinth Building, Meditation & 
Pole Carving with Headwaters Gar-
den & Learning Center: Come build a 
labyrinth, learn meditation and pole 
carving. We will be collecting small 
stones and arranging stones and sand on 
paths to build the labyrinth. Moderate 
levels of work are involved so students 
should come prepared to pitch in with 
the construction phase. Bring a snack 
and a sack lunch. August 14 - 18 from 
12:00 to 3:00. Age 5 through 18. Mini-
mum 5 students, maximum 10. Pre-
sented by the Greater Cabot Working 
Landscape Network. Price $60. Con-
tact aogle@cabotschool.org. 
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~ JUNE~  

 

Thursday, 6/1 
Intro to Tai Chi 8 postures. 5:00 p.m.-
6:00 p.m. Cabot. Classes run June 1-July 
27 by Marsha Kameron. Call for more 
information and register 802-424-6088. 
Willey Building, Main Street. 
 

Friday, 6/2 
New World Festival favorite Vishten 
7:30 p.m. Randolph. Brought back from a 
fine performance 2016. Driving rhythms 
and east coast French-Acadian swing of 
traditional music from Prince Edward 
Island and Magdalen Islands. Chandler 
Center for the Arts presents the program 
supported by the Summit School of Tra-
ditional Music and Culture in Montpe-
lier. Call Chandler box office 802-728-
6464 weekdays noon-5:00 p.m. for tick-
ets. 
 

Saturday, 6/3 
Walk for Animals 9:00 a.m.-Noon. 
Montpelier. Annual fund raising event, 
dog contests, fun activities, prizes and 
refreshments. Gentle two-mile walk 
through Montpelier. Contact Central 
Vermont Humane Society for more infor-
mation. 
 

50 Years Ago 7:00 p.m.  Stowe. Experi-
ence the music of the Beatles with the 
Contois School of Music Band. Tickets 
$20-$35. Spruce Peak Performing Arts 
Center, 122 Hourglass Drive. 802-760-
4634. 
 

Sunday, 6/4 
The Bread and Puppet Museum. 2:00 
p.m.  Glover. Annual open house, one of 
the largest collections of some of the big-
gest puppets in the world. 753 Heights 
Road/Route 122. 
 

Monday, 6/5 
Cabot Blood Drive, Willey Building, noon
-5:00 p.m.   
 

Saturday, 6/10 
Dog Mountain Celebration 12:00 
noon-4:00 p.m. St. Johnsbury Free, A 
party to celebrate with your dogs or with-
out. Food, plenty of room to run, romp 
and play. Activities for all ages, door 
prizes, live music. 143 Parks Road at the 
Stephen Huneck Gallery on Dog Moun-
tain. 
 

Sunday, 6/11 
Gamelan Sulukala Plainfield. The 
friends of the Plainfield Town Hall Op-
era House are pleased to announce this 
as the 4th in the concert series. Tickets 
and time available through Catamoun-
tArts.org. General Admission $15, sen-
iors $10, Students $5. 
 

Cabot School Baccalaureate time 
TBD - United Church of CabotFriday, 
June 16, 6:30 p.m,. Cabot High School 
Graduation - Cabot School Gym. 
 
 

Tuesday, 6/13 
What is New for Cabot?? 7:00 p.m. 
Village Revitalization Strategy Kick-Off 
Meeting. All residents and business own-
ers are invited to our first public meeting 
about Cabot's economic future. Willey 
Building Auditorium. 
 

Wednesday, 6/14 
FLAG DAY 
 

Healthcare Movie and Discussion 
7:00 p.m. Marshfield. Betty Keller, MD, 
will present this program at the Jaquith 
Public Library, Room 2, 122 School 
Street.  Event is free. 
 

Friday, 6/16 
“Harriet Wood Retrospective” 4:00-
6:00 p.m. Plainfield. Opening reception 
for Vermont artist and Goddard alumna 
of paintings and sculpture. Goddard Col-
lege Art Gallery, Pratt Center. 
 

Saturday, 6/17 
Vermont Breakfast on the farm at 
the Fairmont Farm 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
East Montpelier .Free event, but a ticket 
is required. Event includes pancake 
breakfast, guided tours of dairy farm and 
peek into the life and business of farming 
in Vermont. Tickets reserved in advance. 
www.vermontbreakfastonthe farm.com. 
 

Artists Legacy Workshop 9:00 a.m.-
noon. Montpelier. Workshop will be a 
resource for living artists and heirs to 
prepare, care and dispose of artworks. 
Workbook included. No charge. Please 
pre-register 802-262-6035 at the 
T.W.Wood Gallery. 
 

Free Community Barbecue Dinner 
and Music, Dinner 5:30, Music 6:00 
p.m. All proceeds go to the band, A Coun-
try Twang.  Sponsored by Faith in Ac-
tion, 563-3322. 
 

Sunday, 6/18 
FATHER'S DAY 
 

Cabot Arts Show & Tell, 3-5:00 p.m., 
Willey Building.  Bring whatever you’re 
working on. 
 

Anne Feeney Raising Hell!! 7:00 p.m. 
Barre. Barre Historical Society event of 
songs of Labor and Protest. Admission 
$15, under 12 Free. Old Labor Hall, 
Granite Street. 
 

Tuesday, 6/20 
Act 46 School Merger Vote, Willey Build-
ing, 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, 6/21 
Community Book Group 10:30 -11:30 
a.m.  Cabot. This month's Cabot Public 
Library selection is “Hidden Figures” by 
Margot Lee Shetterly. All welcome to 
join, books available at the library. 
 

Just for Fun Movies with Anne 
Miller 7:00 p.m. Marshfield. Jaquith 
Public Library, 122 School Street. Fun 
movie for all ages. 
 

Friday, 6/23 
Ben Dunham. 10:00 p.m.-2: 00 a.m. 
Montpelier. Backline Collective Album 
Release Party. Positive Pie Restaurant. 
 

Saturday, 6/24 
Townwide Lawn Sale and Strawberry 
Social, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. See details on 
cover. 
 

Friday, 6/23-Sunday, 6/25 
Vermont Quilt Festival Essex Junc-
tion. Champlain Valley Expo - more in-
formation go to vqf.org. 
 

Saturday, 6/24 
Relationships and Communication 
4:30 p.m. East Montpelier. Evening per-
formance of the opera “The Telephone” 
concluding with an opportunity to meet 
all artists. The Old Meeting House, 1620 
Center Road. 802-249-0404. 
 

Thursday, 6/29 
“Shrek the Musical” Randolph. 19th 
Annual Summer Youth Musical. Fea-
tures students from central Vermont and 
beyond. Tickets go on sale in mid-June 
and can be reserved in person or by call-
ing the box office 802-728-6464 weekdays 
noon-5:00 p.m. Chandler Center for the 
Arts, 71-73 Main Street. 

      COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

 
 

 
FREE FOOD SHARE AND FOOD DROP DATES 

~ FOR THE NEEDY ~ 

CABOT FOOD SHARE 
Wednesday,  

JUNE 7 
Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday,  
JUNE 21 

Noon-2:00 p.m. 
 

Cabot Masonic Hall 
3339 Main Street 

Available for Cabot Residents 
 

   MARSHFIELD FOOD DROP 

 Second Saturday of every month. 
 

SATURDAY,  

JUNE 10 

Food pick up at 8:00 a.m. 
Open until food is gone - usually 9:30 am 

Onion River Food Shelf 
Old Schoolhouse Common  
School Street, Marshfield 

 
 

 

FAITH IN ACTION NORTHERN  

COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP INC. 

 

TOWN OF CABOT 

DANVILLE HILL ROAD CLOSURE 
 

Starting July 20, Danville Hill Road will be closed   

to through traffic at the intersection of Route 2 and Danville Hill Road  
while we replace a culvert at this location.  

 

There will be no through traffic during this time.  
The road is scheduled to reopen no later than August 1. 

 

Thank you for your patience while we complete this work. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

CABOT IS GOING 
TO THE  

MOUNTAINEERS’ 
GAME 

 

TUESDAY EVENING,  

JULY 17 
 

Sponsored by Cabot School and Cabot Community Association 
 

Watch for more information in July  

Cabot Chronicle and Front Porch Forum 

What’s Up with the Weather? Predicting Vermont’s Weather 
A presentation by Jason Shafer, Dept. of Atmospheric Sciences,  

Lyndon State College 
 

June 8, 7 PM 
Cabot Public Library 

Willey Building 
 
     Learn about the basics of weather forecasting;  how Vermont’s climate is chang-
ing;  measuring Vermont’s rain and snow through citizen weather monitoring pro-
grams;  how you can get involved; and Lyndon’s Atmospheric Sciences Program and 
careers in the field.  Get your questions about weather answered! 
     Sponsored by the Cabot Conservation Committee and the Cabot Public Library 
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By Leonard Spencer 
 

     I have been asked to write some of the 
history of Cabot High School in a previ-
ous dark period when the forces of igno-
rance about the real value of small 
schools and economics were arrayed 
against it, and its future hung in doubt. 
     When Cabot first determined to create 
a secondary school, it was part of a gen-
eral movement in the later nineteenth 
century shared with many rural towns 
across the whole region.  It had been the 
practice for the minister or some edu-
cated local person to tutor one or more 
“scholars” to enable them to become ma-
triculated (enrolled) in a college or uni-
versity, and there were county secondary 
schools, such as Peacham Academy, 
where students could get academic 
preparation.  But, travel was slow and 
hard and money scarce, and only the 
children of the elites could attend.  In 
1900, only nine percent of students 
graduated from high school.  The popu-
lar answer was a local high school, typi-
cally a gathering of a dozen or so youth 
in a designated room in the community 
with a single teacher for all academic 
subjects for one or more “terms” in the 
course of the year.  Often, this teacher 
was a college student intent on raising 
money to pay his education costs by tak-
ing time off to teach. 
     There was always some debate 
whether to have a Cabot High School, 
from its original beginning in the Lower 
Cabot schoolhouse in 1883 and onward.  
Not long ago and for several years, Cabot 
School had a “Report Card Night” series 
to show the community, just before town 
meeting, what they were getting for their 
money.  The newly started high school in 
1883 did the same, and put on quite an 
impressive display.  It survived, and 
eventually, the school, with capable lead-
ers like Will Walker, grew and became a 
formal four-year high school housed in 
the former hall on the top floor of the 
1869 “old” school building on the north-
east corner of the Common.  At that 
time, the room was subdivided into three 
classrooms.  This repurposing of the hall 
eventually resulted in the present Town 
Hall being built in 1923. 
     The 1869 building was replaced in 
1938 by the present high school building, 
and this new facility, also with a certain 
amount of resistance, included the crea-
tion of the “old gym” from the Methodist 
Church building on the southeast corner 
of the Common.  It included, underneath 
a vocational agriculture room at one end 
of the cellar, shower rooms, and a class-
room in the former kitchen area off the 
back corner nearest Danville Hill. 
     In the 1950’s and 60’s, the state was 
very actively encouraging the closing of 
the numerous small high schools that 
had grown up in many small towns like 
Cabot since the late 19th century.  At one 
time, not only Marshfield and Plainfield 
had their own 1-12 schools, but also 
Peacham, Woodbury, Barnet, Groton, 
Greensboro, Wells River, Newbury and 
many others. 
     Most of the small high schools in that 
1950’s-60’s period, like now, were suffer-
ing declining enrollment.  Cabot’s town 
population had dropped to about 560.  
Graduating classes numbered 4 or 5 stu-
dents, and this was typical.   Thus, when 

the state leaned heavily on these small 
schools, many with enrollments of 
around 30 students, most, more or less 
quietly, gave up.  Some, like Groton, re-
sisted, but most felt no hope or will to 
carry on in face of the steady decline of 
enrollment. 
     In this period of wholesale school clo-
sures, Cabot’s school board decided that 
it, too, saw no future here, and presented 
a plan to close the high school.  But the 
community strongly resisted. A petition 
was circulated, quickly drawing around 
435 signatures, rejecting their decision, 
and the school board resigned and were 
replaced.  This strong local school patri-
otism became the hallmark of Cabot for 
years to come, and Cabot tried to pay 
teachers a little better than surrounding 
towns to get and keep a superior faculty.  
     When I came to Cabot in 1968, I felt 
that the faculty, especially that of the 
high school, were distinctly superior vet-
erans.  Cabot had hired me to establish 
an Art program and improve the English 
program by having a sort of tracking for 
several years. 
     Twinfield School was being estab-
lished and planned, but Cabot was not 
willing to join.  A vote was taken at one 
point whether or not to plan with them, 
and Cabot voters declined to participate, 
116 to 12. 
     Harvey Scribner was Education Com-
missioner at that time, and tried vigor-
ously to strong-arm Cabot into the union, 
but Cabot staunchly resisted.  At one 
point, he came to a public meeting at the 
“old gym” and was soundly booed by the 
large audience.  He departed and did not 
return. 
     In that period, Vermont State Govern-
ment was much less arrogantly inclined 
to impose its will on the towns with re-
gard to how they dealt with all the local 
ramifications of the widely declining 
school enrollments.  Cabot had been al-
lowed to tighten its belt and adapt as 
best it could.  The situation undoubtedly 
seemed to them desperate, although in 
the days before the teachers’ union and 
state and federal standards, the costs of 
running a school system were a small 
fraction of what they are now.  Schools 
operated as they saw fit without much 
imposed constraint. 
     Many schools did give up and close.  
Cabot did not.  In hindsight, they were 
right.  Enrollment did increase again, 
soon, and within a few years, Cabot’s 
make-shift adaptations were totally in-
adequate to serve the much larger enroll-
ment, and Cabot adapted again and 
went on in a few years to a period of 
quality and really national fame that 
those who kept the faith could never 
have dreamed of in the 1950’s and 60’s.  
Edmund Vachon in the 1930’s, and 
Marge Sable more recently provided the 
superior leadership that accomplished 
much.  We received wide coverage, in-
cluding a full-page write-up in the New 
York Times.  Marge Sable, said Superin-
tendent Glen Yankee, had the “capacity 
to make turkeys fly like eagles.” 
     By the late 1960’s, Cabot’s population 
had been growing again and the school 
had, surprisingly, greatly increased in 
enrollment, and was suffering for the 
make-do subdividing of rooms that had 
occurred to create some very tight class-

A Brief History of Cabot School 
rooms not really adequate even for a few 
students.  The closing of the one-room 
outlying schools had been accomplished 
by adding an addition, originally two 
large rooms on the Danville Hill end, and 
using the adapted former Methodist 
Church. The facilities were, by current 
standards, remarkably primitive and 
crowded. 
     And the old gym was eventually con-
demned by the state for use by more 
than 38 people.  This limit was, of course, 
regularly greatly exceeded, since there 
was no good alternative location.  
Graduation was, at that time, held on 
the town common, with a portable stage 
and folding chairs.  There was a large 
attendance, especially when people like 
Senator George Aiken came to speak in 
support of Cabot.  One graduation eve-
ning the weather looked very ominous, 
and the decision was made, a few mo-
ments before seven, to move indoors. The 
piano, portable stage, speakers, and all 
were immediately manhandled into the 
old gym, the crowd packed in and 
graduation proceeded without collapse. A 
forest of cedar posts had previously been 
added underneath. 
     After a period of debate and negotia-
tion, it was clear that Cabot needed to 
upgrade and greatly increase the size of 
the physical plant and provide facilities 
for shop, home economics, school nurs-
ing, guidance, art, music, bigger class-
rooms and a whole new gym.  This was 
not going to be cheap.  But a plan was 
made, prices figured, and a bond vote 
scheduled.  When it came down to it, was 
Cabot willing to spend the money? The 
bond vote passed, 224 to 123.  The usual 
demand for a revote was received, and 

most of a summer was spent in debate, 
and the revote taken.  Each side added 
two more votes to its total!  Cabot had 
held firm, despite the fact that with the 
greatly increased facilities and program, 
Cabot taxes would double. 
     The state Commissioner was not 
happy with the result, and made clear 
his position that the costly improvements 
were not necessary here, and the state 
would not pay its state aid for construc-
tion share.  This position was thought to 
be illegal, but he persisted. 
     Cabot leadership through all this pe-
riod was solid, and a diplomatic solution 
was crafted by Bob Davis, CEO of the 
Creamery.  Cabot would build the ex-
panded spaces in a crescent around a 
central courtyard.  They would be 
“satellite classroom buildings” that could, 
in theory, be converted readily into sale-
able housing in the event the high school 
did close, and the state would recoup its 
state aid expenditure, and have a useful 
pilot plan which could theoretically be 
recreated in the future elsewhere. 
     The state had gotten a large amount 
of bad press from the years-long battle, 
and was willing to accept this plan and 
get itself off the hook.  Harvey Scribner 
subsequently moved on to become school 
Chancellor in New York City. 
     Building proceeded and our creative 
campus arrangement came to be. 
     It has not been easy.  There are still 
elders in the community who feel the 
smart from what the newspapers chose 
to call a “small town civil war.” But the 
school remains intact, and with adjust-
ment, the plan is still serviceable, and 
enrollment may well rise again. 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL AREA GRADUATES 

    

    

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
FROM YOUR  

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

Kitty Toll 
 

CABOT � DANVILLE � PEACHAM 
 

 

Committed To Our Communities 
Email: kittytoll@live.com ~ www.kittyforhouse.com ~ 802-684-3671 

 
 

See My End of Session Report at Town Clerk's Office! 
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date. There is simply no evidence or logic 
that would suggest that the State will 
continue to support the status quo in 
Cabot. 
     Finally, we often fall back upon the 
notion that the majority of Cabot tax 
payers get “help” for paying their prop-
erty tax, based upon State income sensi-
tivity regimes. The argument seems to 
be that we are a high-spending town, 
that, yes, our cost per pupil is very high, 
but someone else will pay a portion of the 
tax. At the same time that we vilify the 
State for rules, regulations and “Acts,” 
we are more than happy to allow the 
State to spread our local high-cost deci-
sions over all towns, all Vermont tax 
payers. It is time for us to be frank, to be 

open to change and to work positively to 
guide new opportunity. 
     “As the Committee sees it, the oppor-
tunity to secure our future is now – not 
to wait for the creation of a “state-wide 
plan” that may or may not reflect our 
best interests by potentially requiring 
our districts to merge without incentives 
with neighboring districts outside the 
frame of this study…”  
     This Committee and its Facilitator 
have my gratitude for hundreds of hours 
of work, for vision and for guidance. 
Thank you. 
 

Dale Newton 
Teacher in VT Public Schools – 32 years 
Cabot Home Owner, Business Owner, 
Tax Payer Since 1976 

    COMMUNITY COMMENTARY 
Act 46 Commentary 

 
 
 

     Having observed months of the work 
of the C.D.T. Unified Union School Dis-
trict Act 46 Study Committee, I write in 
support of their Final Report May 8, 
2017. Please consider reading the entire 
report as available on each school’s web 
site.  
     To highlight just a small fraction of 
their work:  
     “In summary, this committee sees 
tremendous potential for improving 
learning opportunities and the perform-
ance outcomes of our students. There is 
no reason we should accept differences in 
achievement for students who live within 
miles of each other.  
     “Together, we believe that we can con-
struct a unified PreK-12 educational sys-
tem which maximizes the potential of all 
our students through, ‘Enriched learn-
ing environments that provide more 
opportunities for students to learn 
within and from a larger, more di-
verse community of peers and teach-
ers.’”  
     “Each model (as well as the original 
14) was evaluated in terms of its capacity 
to:  
A. Provide sustainable and more afford-
able educational programs and avoid, 
potentially, the necessity of facing the 
difficult prospect of closing any school, 
should enrollments continue to de-
cline or program costs become simply 
unaffordable in the eyes of taxpayers.  

B. Better utilize existing teachers and 
resources throughout the district to:  
i. Strengthen instruction for every 
student.  

ii. Enhance program opportunity 
for all our students at a more 
affordable cost for taxpayers.” 

     All four of our communities have this 
opportunity to bend upward the curve of 
learning opportunities for all of our stu-
dents, while at the same time, bending 
downward the cost curve for tax payers. 
Projected cost savings reach to 4.7 mil-
lion dollars by 2023.  In Cabot alone, 
these surpass 1.1 million. When is the 
last time we had that discussion? The 
new combined board will be charged 
with allocating savings.  
     I believe that there will be a combina-
tion of reductions in tax rates and 
thoughtful enhancements in program 
offerings: 
“Central to the committee’s deliberations 
concerning any potential plan to unify 
our current school districts into a single 
district governed by a single school board 
representing the sending towns of Cabot, 
Danville, Marshfield, and Plainfield was 
one central overriding question: How 
would unification benefit our children? 
Specifically, how would a new, unified 

district governance structure provide bet-
ter, more equitable instructional opportu-
nities and better support students to 
achieve or exceed the State’s Educational 
Quality Standards?”  
     I have heard some express the opinion 
that Cabot has “the most to lose.” My 
view is that we have the most to gain: in 
learning opportunities, in working 
within a more diverse community of 
learners and teachers, in affording our 
tax payers a more sustainable future. 
The high school population in Vermont is 
expected to decline 20% from 2009 to 
2022. Our percentage drop may be 
higher. With this merger, there will be 
275 high-school students from all four 
towns.  
     It would also be irresponsible for us to 
forget that it was just two years ago that 
a Cabot building committee was working 
towards a 5-6+ million dollar reconstruc-
tion of the Cabot School facilities.  Those 
realities have suddenly gone away? Hav-
ing just gone through three votes on the 
FY ’18 budget and still remaining under 
the State penalty as a high-spending 
school, can you imagine what our reality 
would have been with the first payments 
due on a new bond? The merger proposal 
will allow us to maximize the use of the 
current high-school building for preK-8, 
avoid costly repairs to substandard satel-
lite buildings, provide for repairs to the 
gym with costs spread out over the 
C.D.T. Unified Union School District, 
and preclude any need to build a new 
elementary building. 
     If you hear suggestions of “fact” that 
voting for this merger proposal will 
somehow destroy Cabot’s tax base, I 
challenge you to look at a map of Ver-
mont through a filter that shows towns 
with union districts, choice districts and 
single-school districts.  Ask for evidence 
that clear data supports a conclusion 
that the tuition towns, the choice towns, 
the union district towns are demonstra-
bly unattractive for home buyers. You 
may, in fact, find the opposite. 
     I would argue that this is our best 
chance to have a planned and coopera-
tive voice in our future through a joint 
board. Every indication suggests that the 
state's hand will be forced to act in 
changing the current circumstances. 
Should this merger be rejected, we may 
likely find ourselves in a reality where 
our local choices are made for us without 
incentives and with the loss of the Small 
Schools Grant. In the last two Commit-
tee meetings, at least one Cabot Board 
member has indicated that we “have 
other options if we vote this down.” I 
have asked members of the Committee, 
administrators and the Facilitator of the 
Committee exactly what that statement 
means. No answer has been offered to 

 
 
 
 
 

     Yes, Cabot has been my home for 44 
years but with four years in the military 
and six years in college had me living in 
other communities so I cannot say I have 
lived here my entire life. 
     My earliest recollection of school 
choice or something similar was 1972 
when a classmate disappeared from our 
second grade year. Your 7 or 8 years old 
and don’t think much about it. The next 
thing I remember two children from this 
home and one from another and three 
from a third are no longer wandering the 
halls or on the playground, but you see 
them on weekends or nights. Their par-
ents had decided it was necessary to edu-
cate their children elsewhere. What a 
great idea for those that could afford it; 
giving their children every benefit possi-
ble to get ahead in life. Yes this is every 
parent’s aspiration. 
     Yes, in 1980 I asked my parents if I 
could change schools, and they agreed, 
but either due to peer pressure from my 
classmates or just not having the gump-
tion to go, I stayed. Did it make me a 
different person? I will never know be-
cause life is full of choices and forks in 
the road and one must choose. We call it 
the path of life. 
     Yes, in 1995, my family made a choice 
to return to Cabot, as it was a commu-
nity with great moral fortitude, or at 

least it was when I left, as there was a 
feeling of respect even if folks were not 
on the same side of a political issue. Un-
fortunately, the Cabot School system did 
not appear to be as stable as I once knew 
it, but the community seemed as one. 
     Yes, the community that worked to 
put on the annual Independence Day 
parade and barbeque was intact cooking 
and selling PTO tickets. Yes the commu-
nity that works annually on the Maple 
Fest, Apple Pie Fest and Holiday dinner 
on December 25th is alive and well. Yes 
to those selfless volunteers that dedi-
cated their time to restore the Town 
Clock that is located in the church stee-
ple. Yes to those individuals that spent 
hundreds of hours attaining funds for a 
new Town Garage. Yes to those volun-
teering to restore flooded roads and vil-
lage store fronts, coaching youth sports, 
especially Little League. This is how a 
community survives. Please put away 
your differences and do what you think is 
best for the Cabot community as a whole.  
     Yes, it is time to discard any personal 
agendas and listen, as hard as that may 
be. I am going to VOTE on June 20, and 
as part of the Cabot Community, I hope 
all of you will VOTE, as well. And lastly, 
I do want to express my gratitude for all 
the community members that selflessly 
step up to the plate and make the Town 
of Cabot such an inspiring place to live.
  

Ted Domey,  
Cabot Plains Road. 

Living in Small Vermont 

Rural Community 

Best wishes to the Graduates of  
Cabot High School and Middle School. 
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Wyatt Ameden Alicia Celley Chris Chadderton 

� Wyatt Ameden 
Wyatt Ameden will attend Champlain College to study Interactive Media 
Design and Film Making. He hopes to eventually spend a college semes-
ter in Poland to study game direction and design. 

� Henry Burke 
Henry Burke will major in Music Industry and Vocal Performance at 
The College of Saint Rose in Albany, New York.  

� Alicia Celley 
Alisha Celley will be attending Lyndon State college for exercise science 
pre-physical therapy and will be playing basketball there. After that she 
plans on  graduate school.    

� Chris Chadderton 
Christopher Chadderton plans to further his education while working part time. 
  

� Rachel Collins 
Rachel Collins will be attending Community College of Vermont  in the 
fall, focusing in virtual arts.  She hopes to pursue a career as a voice actor.  

� Toby Cooke 
Toby Cooke plans to continue his enrollment at Vermont Technical Col-
lege in pursuit of a degree in Electro-Mechanical Engineering  

� Sam Flanagan 
Samantha Flanagan has been accepted to Johnson State College, where she 
will study business management. She hopes to eventually open her own dog 
training and pet photography business.  

� Jordan Hale 
Jordan Hale will be attending Norwich University and will major in civil 
engineering.  

Toby Cooke Sam Flanagan Jordan Hale 

Henry Burke 

Rachel Collins 
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Emily Hill James Lehoe Andrew Little Rowan Lanxner 

Jeremy Maxfield Francis Schumacher Benjamin Strong Isabella McCallum 

� Emily Hill 
Having spent the past year exploring the world of cosmetology at the Cen-
tral Vermont Career Center, Emily Hill will continue this study in prepa-
ration for a career in this field.  
 

� Rowan Lanxner 
Rowan Lanxner will be attending Johnson State College in the fall.  
 

� James Lehoe 
James Lehoe will continue his job in the field of drywall during his gap 
year, after which he plans to attend Ohio State University.   
 

� Andrew Little 
 Andrew Little is planning a gap year during which he will focus on the 
family chip business. After that he will begin his undergraduate studies in 
pre-law, as he plans to become a lawyer.  

� Jeremy Maxfield 
Jeremy Maxfield will study at the Community College of Vermont in the 
fall and plans to pursue a degree in civil engineering.  
 

� Isabella McCallum 
Isabella McCallum will be attending George Washington University's 
Elliott School of International Affairs this fall. She plans to major in in-
ternational relations and minor in Chinese.  
 

� Francis Schumacher 
This summer, Francis Schumacher will be moving to Kentucky, where he 

will train as a farrier with his uncle. 
 

� Benjamin Strong 
 In the next year I plan to expand my artistic knowledge and ability all 
while going on a strenuous job hunt that may or may not be successful.  
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By Brigitte Codling 
 

Why are we unique?  
We are the only District of the three that 
has been, and is still in an over spend-
ing situation  
We are the only District of the three that 
has been, and is still being assessed 
state tax penalties 
We are the only District of the three that 
depends on a Small School Grant  
We are the only District of the three that 
has large facility repair needs 
These things make us uniquely in need of 
this merger! 
If we merge: Danville and Twinfield 
stand to gain a guaranteed four-year 
tax reduction, transition grant, savings 
due to Supervisory Union reductions, as 
well as a bolstering of their class sizes, 
and improved opportunities for all chil-
dren in the unified district. 
If we merge: Cabot stands to gain a 
guaranteed four-year tax reduction, 
transition grant, savings due to Super-
visory Union reductions, savings due to 
High School staff and operations reduc-
tions, the district keeps our small 
schools grant, eliminate the tax penal-
ties we have been subjected to, elimi-
nate the need for most of our facility 
repairs, the unified district shares the 
cost of the remaining facility repairs, 
and improved opportunities for all chil-
dren in the unified district. 
     Undeniably, Cabot stands to gain the 
most monetarily from this merger. If we 
do not merge, we will be in a desperate 
situation; one most of us cannot afford. 
      Our already unsustainable budget will 
become insurmountable with the loss of 
our $150,000 Small Schools Grant, the 
cost of facility repairs that we need to ad-
dress one way or another, and the im-
mense over spending penalty that will be 
assessed.  
     Calculations predict that without this 
merger we will see a tax increase of near 
TWENTY PERCENT (20%), and that 
assessment is likely low! 
     The Town of Cabot had a difficult time 
swallowing a 9.2% tax increase this year; 
it took two revisions to the budget for a 
majority of the town to feel comfortable 
enough to pass the revised budget. The 
board had a difficult time finding ways to 
reduce the budget, and in the end, the 
budget still included an over spending tax 
penalty.  
     Consider this…if the Cabot School 
Board had a hard time this year finding 
ways to cut the budget, what will they cut 
to account for the loss of our $150,000 
small schools grant? What will they cut so 
that we can begin making the needed 
facilities repairs? What will they cut to 
pay the huge over spending tax penalty 

that will be imposed upon us? What will 
they cut??? Foreign language? Art and 
Music? High School sports? Teaching po-
sitions? Busing? What will they cut???  
     If you are someone who has the luxury 
of not caring about the money, then con-
sider the loss of programming that will 
occur if we do not merge; all of our chil-
dren will suffer academically. Consider 
what is going to happen to your neighbors 
on fixed incomes, whose families have 
lived here for generations but will no 
longer be able to pay their tax bills if we 
do not merge. 
     We are not like Danville or Twinfield, 
who truly have a choice. We are uniquely 
in need of this merger to ensure that our 
Elementary and Middle School stay intact 
and adequately funded for the foreseeable 
future, and to ensure that every grand-
parent, parent, neighbor, and friend can 
afford to stay in their homes here in 
Cabot. 
     Currently, the only decision Cabot vot-
ers must make is “Merge” or “Don’t 
Merge”. 
     Until the voters of all three districts 
make that decision, there are no other 
options for us to consider.  
      If there is a “No” vote on June 20: 
And Governor Scott does not sign 
H.513, there will be no five-month ex-
tension and we will lose all incentives 
on June 20. 
And Governor Scott signs H.513, and 
we are provided a five-month exten-
sion to figure out an alternate merger 
plan, it is “highly-unlikely” that any 
contingency plan would be successful, 
and to suggest otherwise would be 
misleading and irresponsible.  
And if all contingency plans fail; Cabot 
tax payers will suffer, Cabot School 
will suffer, Cabot Students will suffer, 
and, in a few years, the State will step 
in and merge us as they see fit. Cabot 
risks the loss of their whole school and 
all local control. 

     If there is a “Yes” vote on June 20:  
Guaranteed tax incentives for 4-years. 
The unified district will get a one-time 
transition grant. 
Cabot’s Small Schools grant will be re-
tained by the unified district. 
Savings due to Supervisory Union re-
ductions. 
Savings due to Cabot High School staff 
and operations reductions. 
Education spending will drop well be-
low the state’s spending limit. 
Eliminate the risk of tax penalties. 
Eliminate the need for most of our facil-
ity repairs. 
Share remaining facility repairs with 
the unified district. 
Taxes will drop for all residents within 
the unified district.  
There will be more money to devote to 
education of our children. 
 

(See “Cabot School is Unique, page 16) 

Why Cabot School is Unique 

in the Act 46 Merger Realm 

    COMMUNITY COMMENTARY  
 
 
 
     This month, the Town of Cabot is fac-
ing a critical vote, not only for those fami-
lies with children in school, but also to 
those that value what Cabot provides as 
a community. The Act 46 labyrinth is 
confusing to a point of sheer exaspera-
tion. The state enacted the law to consoli-
date and merge school districts, all in an 
effort to save money. The State’s role in 
education spending drastically increased 
after Brigham v. State, and Act 46 is the 
latest effort by the State to manage edu-
cation costs under the auspices of ex-
panding educational opportunities. 
     What Act 46 posits in three different 
sections is that the closure of small 
schools is not the intent. However, across 
the state, school closure is precisely the 
result of contemplated mergers. Cabot is 
one of many, not of a few, that are faced 
with closing all or a part of its school. 
Only half of the districts in the state 
have successfully merged, and nearly all 
of those merged districts were already 
part of a merged structure. In other 
words, the approved mergers in these 
districts changed very little about how 
the school districts were already operat-
ing.  
     Cabot stands to lose significantly in 
this merger. Although committee mem-
bers have diligently worked over the last 
year with Twinfield and Danville, it has 
become clear to the Cabot representa-
tives on that committee that the end re-
sult does not achieve the goals the com-
mittee set forth to gain. Moreover, the 
Cabot School Board has unanimously 
objected to this merger as it does not find 
that the option presented for merger will 
benefit the students or the community.  
     As of May 12, 2017, 27 towns have 
rejected merger at the ballot box; 59 
towns have never formed a committee, 
disbanded a committee, have a commit-
tee making an Alternative Governance 
Structure (AGS) proposal or are making 
an AGS proposal as a Supervisory Un-
ion. As a result, 86 towns are looking for 
alternatives to merger in an effort to 
comply with Act 46. Additionally, 13 
towns have yet to vote, including Cabot, 
and one district with five towns has a 
stalled committee.   
     What this overview demonstrates is 
that Cabot is NOT alone in this fight. We 
are not one of a handful of towns that are 
resisting change. We are, instead, part of 
a movement of small towns in Vermont 
that appreciate the value our schools 
bring to our community, and, more im-
portantly, to our students.  
     Voting “no” to this merger would open 
up options to explore other alternatives 
for the town. This is a watershed mo-
ment in the history of our town: under 
any option taken, now is the time to re-

capitalize and improve our school for the 
long term.  It means investing in facili-
ties, infrastructure, and programs that 
will keep us distinct, strong, and viable 
in any district where our voice and con-
trol is limited.  Cabot's Project Based 
Learning (PBL) program is the crown 
jewel of our system and is the best 
means to enhance educational opportu-
nities and set us apart now and in the 
future. There are better options than 
merger, and we can improve the status 
quo. 
     Voting "NO" on June 20, 2017, will 
provide Cabot the opportunity to strike a 
more appropriate balance among value 
to taxpayers, student achievement, and 
control over how our students are edu-
cated. 
     Several alternatives could be consid-
ered to meet the requirements of Act 46. 
Here are a few alternatives for consid-
eration (for further information visit: 
www.cabotalternatives.org): 
 

Option A: Merge with a Rural PK-12 
District - Cabot could explore a 
merger with another rural PK-12 
District -- allowing us to maintain our 
high school, while sharing resources 
to achieve meaningful cost savings 
per pupil. 

Option B: Close the High School on OUR 
Terms - Controlling our own destiny 
may be preferable to struggles that 
will come under the “Option 1” 
merger. Cabot could vote to become a 
PK-8 district, closing the high school 
and becoming a “choice” town for high 
school. 

Option C: Cabot Project Based Learning 
Academy - A bold option that includes 
forming an independent, coeduca-
tional day and boarding school for 
students in grades 9 to 12.  With com-
munity commitment, we could be 
rewarded with a sustainable, distinct, 
and successful school. 

     No matter what direction we head, 
Cabot residents deserve stability and 
certainty in what education will look like 
for our students.  Therein lies what 
makes this vote imperative to the future 
not only of the school, but to the commu-
nity as a whole.  
 

Joanna Thibeault 

A “No” Vote is Not a Vote  

for the Status Quo 

 

Color Photos 
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Michelle Delaney 
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History of Cabot School 
 

     Education has always been important 
to the citizens of Cabot.  The first school 
in town was a log cabin on Cabot Plain 
where John Gunn taught in 1792.  This 
became District 1.  Over time, Cabot had 
14 separate districts – one-room primary 
schools located in populated areas so no 
student had to walk over two miles.  
There were sometimes 30 or more stu-
dents at various grade levels taught by 
one teacher. 
     Since Cabot had no secondary school 
until after 1900, students who wished to 
continue beyond grammar school went 
out of town.  The Walker children, Will, 
Annie, and Marion, went to St. Johns-
bury Academy.  Agnes Warren, George 
Currier, Glenn Carpenter and the Glid-
den children went to Montpelier Semi-
nary, George Hill attended Hardwick 
Academy and others went to Goddard 
Seminary in Barre.  These were four-
year “preparatory high schools” designed 
to prepare students for college.   
     The first high school in Cabot was a 
two-year school organized around 1908.  
Wilfred “Fred” Davison was principal.  
Davison grew up in Lower Cabot and 
later became Dean of the Breadloaf 
School of English at Middlebury College.  
The first four-year class at Cabot High 
School – Ruth Austin, Edwin, Evelyn 
and Olive Smith, Byron Eastman, Mer-
ton Lyndes, Margaret Martin and 
Pauline Burbank – graduated in 1920. 
      Getting to school was often a chal-
lenge in those days.  Helen Wheeler 
drove a horse and buggy or sleigh. She 
put her horse up in a nearby barn and at 
noon she would go to feed the horse.  
Louise Staples also drove a horse four 
miles from Woodbury.  My father, Aaron 
Bolton and his brother, Harold, drove a 
horse to school each day from the Plain – 
about four and one half miles.  They 
were in the Class of 1925.  
     Athalene Ewen lived by Joe’s Pond 
and walked daily to the Plain to meet 
Freda Maynard and together they 
walked to school in Cabot Village.  Freda 
said, “It wasn’t too bad going down, but 
on the way home it was all up hill.”  
They were in the Class of 1936, and both 
boarded in the village during the winter.   
     I graduated in the Class of 1948 and 
rode my bicycle from the Plain until cold 
weather, and then I boarded in town 
until spring.  A classmate, Larry Thomp-
son, rode his horse from Woodbury every 

day, through snow, blizzards, rain and 
mud.  Walt Goodrich, Class of 1946, rode 
a horse from East Cabot his first year of 
high school, and later provided “bus ser-
vice” driving a stake-body milk truck to 
pick up neighbors’ milk and fellow stu-
dents on his way to the creamery (and 
school) each morning.  Nobody com-
plained – it’s just the way it was. 
 

(Resources: Cabot, Vermont, A Collection of 
Memories From the Century Past, Cabot Oral 
History Committee, 1999; and Cabot Histori-
cal Society archives.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Cabot’s first school in the village was 
built in 1845 and is now the Cabot His-
torical Society museum.  In 1863, a lar-
ger two-story building was built. That 
building was replaced in 1938 by a one-
story main school for grades 1-12 – the 
building that is today’s high school.  
Gradually, one-room schools in various 
districts were closed as population dwin-
dled, and those students were trans-
ported to the Village.  South Cabot was 
last to close in 1954.  By then the school 
in the village was serving K-12 students 
and was overcrowded. Three auxiliary 
classroom buildings were added to the 
campus in 1970, along with an industrial 
arts building and gymnasium.  

First High School established in Cabot by 
Wilfred Davison. 

                                            Cabot ArcanaCabot ArcanaCabot ArcanaCabot Arcana    
    
    Stories From The Cabot Historical Society 

Cabot Historical Society 
Seeks Your Memories 

     The Cabot Historical Society invites community members 
to share memories concerning Cabot's history for possible 
publication in The Cabot Chronicle Cabot Arcana column.   
All submissions would become property of the Cabot Histori-
cal Society, to be added to the local history collection.  
 
     Submissions may be emailed to CabotHistori-
cal@gmail.com, or mailed to P.O. Box 275, Cabot, VT 05647. 

1970 article from the Time Argus in the 
book, Cabot, Vermont, A Collection of 
Memories from the Century Past, a Pub-
lication of the Cabot Oral History Com-
mittee 1999.  Reprinted with permission 
of Cabot Historical Society: 
 

Times Argus, Barre, VT, Wednesday, 
January 21, 1970 
 

All Smiles in Cabot 
     CABOT – The State Board of Educa-
tion was obviously pleased yesterday 
with Cabot’s new campus-type building 
plan.  In fact, its members were so anx-
ious to grant preliminary approval for 
construction aid that they convened 
slightly ahead of schedule.  One of 
Cabot’s school directors, their architect 
and the lawyer for the small community 
all arrived only in time to hear the board 
give unanimous approval. 
     A front-page article published in The 
Times-Argus on Monday and concerning 
small schools was very closely in har-
mony with Cabot’s recently completed 
Design for Education, which was read by 
Dr. Harvey Scribner, state commis-
sioner, during yesterday’s meeting.  In 
the article, Dr. Royce S. Pitkin, special 
consultant hired by Dr. Scribner for this 
study, proposed a new approach to sec-
ondary education whereby “the partici-
pation would not be confined to the 
schools, but would embrace the whole 
community.” 
     Cabot’s taxpayers have always had a 
generous enthusiasm for supporting 
their schools and will now have a chance 
to implement its new program of partici-
pation for kindergarten through Grade 
12. 

     News of the state Board’s decision 
spread rapidly back to Cabot Village 
where the high school principal, John 
Spasyk, announced it to the students 
about 2:30.  The majority were on their 
way to chorus rehearsal and were so 
elated with the news they were given 
leave to dispense with classes. 
     Philip (Pat) Lapan, president of the 
Student Council, was granted permis-
sion for his group to hold an informal 
assembly of the junior and senior high 
school whereupon a collection was taken 
and refreshments brought in. 
     According to Principal Spasyk, “the 
place is bubbling all over.” 
     An elementary teacher, Mrs. Erma 
Perry, expressed pleasure at the pros-
pect of teaching in a new environment 
next year, but injected a note of sadness 
when she said, “I’ll be a little lonesome,” 
meaning that she and her fellow teach-
ers would be more isolated and would 
not see one another except for the lunch 
hour.  However, regular program plan-
ning sessions by the teachers will be a 
part of the school’s new program design. 
     Final approval of aid will mean a Sep-
tember 1970 opening date for three new 
residential-type buildings which will 
house Grades 1 – 6, an industrial arts 
building and gymnasium.  The fate of 
the old gymnasium has not been de-
cided.  However, there has been no defi-
nite provision made for a kindergarten 
or space for the thriving art program. 
     The immediate plans of the Cabot 
school directors include budget sessions, 
beginning this week, when they are 
hopeful that a realistic calculation can be 
made for operating the new facility next 
year. 

Cabot School Article - 1970 

UNITED CHURCH OF CABOT 
2 Common Way, Cabot, Vermont  05647 

 

Worship @ 10 am 
Choir Practice: 9:15 Sunday Morning 

Communion offered the1st Sunday of the Month 
 

No Matter who you are  
or where you are on life’s journey, 
 you are welcome to travel with us  

for as long as you need. 
 

The church is available for weddings, concerts, community organizations, birthday 
and anniversary celebrations and social gatherings.* To reserve a time call 563-
2278 and leave a message. *FYI: the church is an alcohol and smoke free building. 
 

Pastor: Christina Findlay, Mdiv            Established in 1806  
Music:  Erma Perry, Bruce Westcott                Moved to present location in 1849 

By Gary Gulka 
 

     On Monday, June 19, from 6 - 8:30 
p.m. at Old Schoolhouse Common in 
Marshfield, the Friends of the Winooski 
River will host a workshop 
for private road and driveway own-
ers.  Participants will learn more about 
practical and low-cost best management 
practices that reduce erosion, protect 
water quality, and save money 
on road repairs.  If you are a property 
owner and believe your road segment or 

driveway has an impact on a nearby 
stream, you may be eligible for technical 
and cost share assistance. The event is 
co-hosted by the Cabot, Marshfield, and 
Plainfield Conservation Commissions 
and the Plainfield Resiliency Committee, 
with funding from the Lake Champlain 
Bas in  Prog ram.  An  RSVP 
to info@winooskiriver.org is appreci-
ated. This workshop was previously held 
in Calais last year and was well received 
by those that attended. 

Private Roads and Driveways  
Maintenance Workshop Offered 
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By Ellen Cairns 
 

     This month, I chatted with Brock 
Miller, the general manager and one of 
the owners of Back Road BBQ, which is 
a food truck and catering business based 
in Cabot. 
 

First of all, congratulations on your 
first year in business, and having 
over 1,000 Facebook followers al-
ready!  How did you get started?  
Why barbeque? 
     I’ve been in the restaurant business 
for a long time.  I was the chef and gen-
eral manager at A Vermont Place in 
Hardwick, but when I broke my back 
felling a tree and couldn’t work for 
awhile, it was unaffordable to keep it 
running.  The restaurant business is 
really hard- and doing a food truck is like 
running a restaurant, plus you have to 
be a mechanic and a truck driver.  When 
we started we did some pop-up barbe-
ques at my house to raise money to buy 
the truck.  It was bright yellow when we 
bought it- we joked around that we could 
call it Big Bird BBQ. The biggest reason 
we picked barbeque was our partner Ben 
Notterman raises these amazing pigs at 
Snug Valley Farm in East Hardwick.  
We love barbeque - it’s one of the things 
that’s been unchanged since the dawn of 
time- cooking over an open flame.  Also, I 
have family in Georgia so I have that 
history with collard greens, beans, corn-
bread, biscuits… 
Plus it’s so delicious! 
It is so delicious!  Plus we have a ready 
supply of wood available for smoking.  
It’s rustic and appealing to all of us.  
Also, there’s not any barbeque in the 
area that I would pay to eat. 
I see you’re hiring for the season.  
How many people work there? 
We have three chefs and one pig farmer.  
The other chefs are Isaac Gresser and 
Charlie Lee.  We’re looking for someone 
to be a jack-of-all-trades, mainly a prep 
cook, for about 20 hours a week for the 
season. 
Speaking of the season… what do 
you do in the winter? 
We do some catering through the winter.  
But mainly, myself and Charlie have 
children and Isaac and Ben are expect-
ing.  It’s important to us to have the time 
to spend with our families.  Also, I sugar 
with my father-in-law, Caleb Pitkin, and 
brother-in-law, Nicholas Clark.  I love 
the history of sugaring.  My children, 
once they start sugaring, will be the 10th 
generation of my wife’s family to sugar 
in Cabot and Marshfield. 
How many events did you do last 
year and are you planning for this 
year? 
Last year we had- I'd say ten large 
events and a lot of roadside parking and 
some days at breweries.  We did two 
weddings last year, too.  I think we have 
14 wedding so far this summer, and we'll 
be at Hill Farmstead Brewery in Greens-
boro for about seven weeks, and also 
some time at Red Barn Brewing in Dan-
ville.  Also we're doing a concert series at 
the Champlain Valley Expo.   
Any thoughts about opening as a 
brick and mortar restaurant? 

Maybe in the winter near a ski resort.  
Right now we're trying to grow organi-
cally and not bring in outside money.  
The next step would probably be more 
trucks.  I have an idea that if we do open 
a restaurant we'll pair it with a brewery 
and call it The Q'ery.  My partners say I 
should keep that to myself, but I have 
two kids so I'm entitled to Dad jokes. 
Are you from Cabot originally? 
I moved here when I was in 5th grade.  I 
grew up in the red house across from the 
school.  I started out as the deli clerk at 
the Cabot Store my senior year of high 
school, and then I went to VTC for elec-
trical engineering.  I realized that wasn't 
for me- I wanted to be around people- so 
I came back to Cabot.  I saw the hospital-
ity program at Champlain, so I went to 
Burlington for that, and worked in res-
taurants there. I managed the kitchen at 
Splash at the Boathouse for seven years, 
was a line cook at the Windjammer, ex-
ecutive chef at Tilly's Cafe, and kitchen 
manager at Skyburger.  When my 
daughter was born, we moved back to 
Cabot.  Bella's six now.   
What do you like about having your 
own business in general, and a busi-
ness in Cabot in particular? 
My favorite thing about having this kind 
of business in the Cabot area is being 
able to feed my friends.  When I broke 
my back, there was a Go Fund Me page 
started for us, and Cabot bailed us out.  
It's great to be part of the community, to 
get to have personal relationships with 
farmers and growers, and get to know 
our customers. I get to go to David Car-
penter's farm and pick my produce right 
out of the ground.  It's cool to be a part of 
a community of makers and producers. 
And I like being ultimately responsible 
for the success or failure- you get to con-
trol your destiny.   
What are some of the challenges? 
The challenge is being able to serve high 
quality local food at a price people can 
afford.  We had paper thin margins last 
year.  We really struggled with that, and 
underpriced ourselves to try to keep it 
affordable.  This year we had to do an 
increase or we wouldn't have been able 
to keep doing it. 
Seems worth it to pay enough for 
good quality food so that you can 
stay in business, and it sounds like 
people are responding positively.  I 
read the 7 Days article about Back 
Road BBQ last year, and you were 
just featured again in that paper for 
an event in Barre.  Congratulations 
again and continued success! 
 
     Local Business Matters is brought to 
you by Cabot Community Association. 
Ellen will be contacting local business 
people over the next few months. If you 
have a business and are interested in 
being highlighted or have other ideas 
you’d like to propose, we’d love to hear 
from you.  Call us at 563-3338 or email 
Ellen@CabotVermont.org.  
 
 

      Local Business Matters 
Back Road BBQ 

By Sarah Spletzer  
 

Calvin Alexander from Alexander 
Tree has been in the tree cutting 
business since 2011.  
He specializes in tree removals, 
pruning, installations, and stump 
grinding. Other services include, 
firewood processing, low-impact 
logging, view enhancement, timber 
stand improvement, and other gen-
eral tree climbing.  
Alexander Tree is serving Central 
VT and NEK and is fully insured.  
   

If people call to hire you, what do they 
need to know about your business?  
     First, we will assess the situation to 
determine the most efficient and eco-
nomical way to approach the pro-
ject. Sometimes, spending the extra 
money on a crane ends up being cheaper, 
faster, and safer than manual rig-
ging. We will consider factors such as 
equipment access, powerlines, under-
ground utilities (septics), etc. Every job-
site is different and care has to be taken 
to minimize damage to residual vegeta-
tion and landscape.   
  

Calvin, how did you come to work in this 
rather unique field - climbing trees and 
cutting them from top to bottom?  
     I originally went to school for Forest 
Technology, some of my dorm mates 
were in the Arboriculture and Land-
scape Management program. They re-
moved the tiles from the ceiling in their 
dorm room and were hanging from ropes 
from the beams. They looked like they 
were having more fun than me, so that 
summer, I got my hands on some climb-
ing gear and never looked back.  
 

How long does it take to learn this profes-
sion?  
     Anybody can get there foot in the door 
with commercial arboriculture. I spent 
14 months on the ground learning the 
ropes before I actually set foot in a 
tree. There is a wide array of train-
ing resources available. The Interna-
tional Society or Arboriculture is cur-
rently the industry standard and a good 
place to start. A passion for being out-
doors in all weather conditions is a must. 
This is also one of the more physically 
taxing professions, as well as 
the number one most hazardous indus-
try in the USA, based on workplace inju-
ries per capita.  
 

Besides the physical aspect - climbing a 
tree with a chainsaw- what is the most 
tricky part about your work?  
     This work is surprisingly mental, as 
much as physical. You are dealing with a 
lot of physics and calculated risk. Every 
tree is a unique puzzle, and no two are 
the same. The mental aspect keeps you 
on your toes. Trees have no remorse and 
can kill you a million different ways. 
Like the game of Chess, you want to be 
thinking three steps ahead and always 
have an escape route.  
  
You are usually working with a part-
ner on the ground that is helping you to 
lower down the parts of the tree you just 
cut with a rope.  What skills and charac-
ter trades do you both need to bring in to 
make the work go smoothly?  

     Communication is key either through 
voice commands, hand gestures or even 
two-way radios. Once you’ve developed a 
solid working relationship, you can al-
most anticipate each others actions and 
remove a tree with virtually no speak-
ing. 
 

Is there a huge different between, let’s 
say, cutting down a spruce and a ma-
ple?  Do different trees need different 
ways/ techniques to be cut?  
     There are several methods of pruning/
shaping trees for structure, aesthetics, 
fruit yield, etc. Trees are also sensitive to 
the time of year they are pruned. So I 
would say it depends completely on the 
species of tree, size of tree, and the par-
ticular role that that tree plays in the 
landscape.  
  

Many folks have trouble with heights. 
You clearly don’t seem to suffer from ver-
tigo. Can you tell me anything you are 
scared of?  
     The day you stop being scared is the 
day to get out of the business.  
 

What do you do to relax - muscles and 
mind- after or in between work?  
     I drink an all natural energy drink 
from Vermont Switchel Co., also based 
in Cabot.  
 

Did you ever regret cutting down a par-
ticular tree, because it was special in any 
way?  
     There are a lot of grand old, 200 years 
plus, trees in VT, especially along road-
ways and as center pieces of the front 
yard. As Vermonters, we have a certain 
attachment to our Maples. I have not 
had the opportunity to work on any his-
toric or state record trees, however, there 
are a lot of methods that can be applied 
to prolong the life of a meaningful tree 
instead of cutting it down.   
 

What is your favorite thing to do, what 
does your ideal project look like? 
     The more technical, the better. Large 
deciduous trees with wide, sweeping 
canopies are usually the most fun to 
climb. 
 

And what was the most outstanding pro-
ject you ever worked on?  
     I recently had the opportunity to 
travel to California and work on a 
FEMA project mitigating the death of 
over 100 million dead Pines caused by 
the Mountain Pine Beetle. Some of these 
trees are reaching heights of 250 feet. 
The shear mass of the coastal Redwoods 
and Giant Sequoia trees is a wonder that 
every American should witness.    

            What Are You Up To? 

June 18, 2017 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CABOT 
2 Common Way, Cabot, Vermont  05647 

 

Worship @ 10 am 
Choir Practice: 9:15 Sunday Morning 

Communion offered the1st Sunday of the Month 
 

No Matter who you are  
or where you are on life’s journey, 
 you are welcome to travel with us  

for as long as you need. 
 

The church is available for weddings, concerts, community organizations, birthday 
and anniversary celebrations and social gatherings.* To reserve a time call 563-
2278 and leave a message. *FYI: the church is an alcohol and smoke free building. 
 

Pastor: Christina Findlay, Mdiv            Established in 1806  
Music:  Erma Perry, Bruce Westcott                Moved to present location in 1849 

By Cecilia Gulka 
 

     Girl Scouts in Cabot are wrapping up 
a wonderful year.  The Daisy troop 
(Grades K & 1) is headed to the Get Air 
Trampoline Park on June 3rd and will 
hold their end of the year awards cere-
mony with campfire and s’mores when 
they return that afternoon.  The Brownie 
& Junior girls (Grades 2-5) are headed to 
Santa’s Village on June 11th with a 
sleepover at school in the evening.  The 
following morning, the girls will cook 
breakfast for their parents and hold 
their end of the year awards ceremony.  
The 1st grade Daisies have been invited 
to participate in this ceremony, as they 
are bridging to Brownies next year. 
     Many thanks to Darci Herdling, 
Lydia Pitkin and Tara Rogerson for cre-
ating a fabulous year for the girls.  And a 
special thanks to Donna Ferrario, for 

being the required second registered 
adult at all the Brownie and Junior 
meetings.   
     Girl Scout registration is now open for 
the 2017-18 school year.  Forms can be 
filled out online at www.girlscouts 
gwm.org.  For more information call Ce-
cilia Gulka at 563-2284.  

Cabot Girl Scouts 

Cabot Merger Sample Ballots 

 

(continued from Senior pullout, page 4) 
 
Security and much needed funding for 
Cabot’s Middle and Elementary 
School. 
Expanded Project Based Learning 
(PBL) opportunities for all children in 

the unified district. 
Improved educational and social oppor-
tunities for all children in the unified 
district. 

       Make sure your voice is heard; come 
out and vote “YES” to the Cabot, Dan-
ville, Twinfield merger on June 20!  

Cabot School is Unique 
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Road Reclassification and Road Inventories 
By Karen Deasy, Zoning Administra-
tor, Planner and Road Commissioner 
 

     The Town of Cabot manages and 
maintains 58.19 miles of class two and 
three highways and 7.2 miles of class 4 
highways. From time to time road usage 
changes and the need to upgrade, reclas-
sify or discontinue a Town highway be-
comes apparent. The Road Commis-
sioner and Foreman have recently re-
viewed the town’s inventory of town 
highways and have presented to the Se-
lectboard a list of roads within the Town 
that should be reclassified based on their 
current usage and the needs of the com-
munity.  

     Recent changes in legislation and act 
64 for stormwater management will re-
quire updated management practices on 
a variety of roads and the need to change 
our management practices on class four 
roads is apparent. Many of these roads 
are used as public access trails for recrea-
tion and have limited use as roadways.  
Previously in Cabot large stretches of 
roads were discontinued leaving small 
bits and pieces of roads and right of ways 
behind as well. Many of these would be 
best served being returned to the land-
owner.  
     The list of roads currently under con-
sideration and their potential change in 
status is as follows: 

Highway number classification  mileage  Name new classification 
Town Highway 11 class 3  .07 miles  Legal Trail 
Town Highway 13  class 3  .08 miles   Langone  Private Road 
Town Highway 15 class 3, 4 .08, .02 miles Legal Trail 
Town Highway 33 class 3, 4 1.45, .08 Blodgett  Class 3 -Legal Trail  
Town Highway 34 class 4 .1 miles Private Road 
Town Highway 40 class 4 .12 miles Legal Trail 
Town Highway 43 class 3 .833 miles Wheeler  Legal Trail 
Town Highway 44 class 3 .13 miles Bermingham  Private Road 
Town Highway 45 class 3, 4 1.27 miles Last  Legal Trail  
Town Highway 46 class 4  .6 miles Molly  Legal Trail 
Town Highway 47 class 3 .08 miles  Private Road 
Town Highway 54 class 4 .05 miles Private Road 
Town Highway 55 class 4 .10 miles Private Road 
Town Highway 57 class 3 .08 miles Legal Trail 
Town Highway 63 class 3 .14 miles Private Road 
Town Highway 64 class 3 .08 miles Private Road 
Town Highway 12  class 3 .28 miles   Center   Trail 
Town Highway 49 class 4  .2 miles Chatot Legal Trail /Private  
 

Road upgrades provisional class three  
Highway number classification  mileage  Name  new classification 
Town Highway 14 class 4 1.05 miles  Bailey Hazen  Class 3 
Town Highway 24 class 3, 4  .47 miles  Dubray   Class 3 / Legal trail 

Town Highway 41 class 4 .8 miles McKinstry  Class 3/Legal trail 

The Town will be notifying all residents 
who will be impacted by these changes 
prior to the required public hearings for 
reclassification. This process will proceed 
slowly and carefully to allow for public 
comment and to assure that the needs of 
the entire town are taken into considera-
tion during this review.  

     Updates on scheduling will be posted 
on the Town’s website, Front Porch Fo-
rum and Town notice board as they are 
available, and will be included in the 
chronicle on a monthly basis.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

234 Pransky Road, 234 Pransky Road, 234 Pransky Road, 234 Pransky Road,     
Cabot, Vermont  05647 Cabot, Vermont  05647 Cabot, Vermont  05647 Cabot, Vermont  05647     

(802)563(802)563(802)563(802)563----2730273027302730    
www. camplaughingturtle.comwww. camplaughingturtle.comwww. camplaughingturtle.comwww. camplaughingturtle.com    

 

AT CAMP AT CAMP AT CAMP AT CAMP     

LAUGHING TURTLELAUGHING TURTLELAUGHING TURTLELAUGHING TURTLE    
     We have a strong tradition of learning to live in health, har-
mony and respect in every part of our lives.  
     Our first priority is having fun together while learning to take 
personal responsibility for our choices.  
     Our goal is to develop caring, connected and capable young 
people who share a strong and abiding commitment to them-
selves, their community, and the natural environment. 
     Our staff is variously gifted in music, drama, creative arts, out-
door living, hiking, sports, backpacking, outdoor, carpentry, garden-
ing and leadership skills. They reflect the values we most appreci-
ate and share a commitment to providing positive and healthy 
learning experiences which foster creativity and promote feelings 
of independence and self-esteem. 
     At camp we help kids understand that they are special and 
that summer is about the fun they create as they find new friends 
and face new challenges. 
 

CAMP WEEKS: CAMP WEEKS: CAMP WEEKS: CAMP WEEKS:     
June 19th through August 25th 

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Care is available from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

DAILY TRANSPORTATION  

AVAILABLE FROM ST. JOHNSBURY 
(bus pick-ups possible in Danville and Walden) 

 

RATES:RATES:RATES:RATES:        
    
    

 

    For more information, call Judy at For more information, call Judy at For more information, call Judy at For more information, call Judy at     

(802)563(802)563(802)563(802)563----2730 2730 2730 2730 or visit or visit or visit or visit 

www.camplaughingturtle.comwww.camplaughingturtle.comwww.camplaughingturtle.comwww.camplaughingturtle.com 

    

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 
If you are eligible for child care subsidy at any level, we have a 
grant for supporting subsidy eligible children with NO co-pay.  
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

 

$185 per week  
Family rates, sliding fee scale,  
many grants and scholarships. 
(Don’t hesitate to ask about a payment arrangement  

that would be suitable for you and your family.) 

YOUR AD HERE! 
Why advertise in the                                         ? 

 

It's a great way to reach up to 1900 households in Cabot, Marshfield, 
Plainfield, Hardwick, and Danville!  Spread the word about your    prod-
uct or service while helping to support a great community resource. 

Call or e-mail Ellen for more information:  
802-563-2491 ~ Ads4Chronicle@yahoo.com 

RENT THE WILLEY BUILDING AUDITORIUM 

For birthday parties, family gatherings, 
weddings and community events.  

Tables and chairs available on-site. 
 Reasonable fee to cover cost  

Check rental rates and schedule at the Town Clerk’s office  

Call 802-563-2279  or email TCOCabot@fairpoint.net             

� The Willey Building Committee 
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     TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fundraiser Scoop Night  
@ Twin Valley Senior Center  

Come try a taste– June 25, 2017,  
from 4 to 7:00 p.m. 

Main course dishes, soups, desserts, 
coffee & tea 

Fill your plate with  
$1.00 a scoop items. 

 

Want to play or learn to play bridge? 
At Twin Valley we want to play 

bridge! 
     Jan Danziger of Plainfield would like 
bridge partners to play at Twin Valley 
Senior Center.  If you play great, if you 
want to learn to play, she is willing to 
teach you. Jan is eager to play and wait-
ing for some phone calls from interested 
parties that would like to join her. Please 
call Jan at 454-1554 if you are interested 
in playing at Twin Valley. 

 

Natural Life in Watercolor at Twin 
Valley Senior Center 

     Summer's the perfect time to slow 
down, savor the present, and make a 
record of the garden, the woods, or your 
vacation. This class will focus on using 
watercolor -- by itself, and with pencil 
and pen drawings, close up and at land-
scape scale. We'll work from natural ob-
jects, flowers, leaves, shells, sticks, mush-
rooms, berries, and so on; occasionally 
from photographs, or outdoors from the 
landscape. Our world includes people and 
buildings, maps and stories; we’ll do 
some of those, too. All levels of experience 
are welcome. Classes begin June 23 and 
run six weeks, Fridays, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
$35 for class and $15 for materials. 
Taught by Susan Sawyer. Call Susan 
Crampton to sign up, 223-6954. 
 

Motor Coach Tours 
    Twin Valley has advertised by requests 
some day trips. Champlain Tours met 
with me and we chose some trips that 
were the least expensive, but I am sure 
interesting, trips. The trips would be on 
Motor Coach from TVSC parking lot. 
There has to be at least 30 people signed 
up for them to do the pickup at the cen-
ter. I have heard from very, very few peo-
ple interested for these day trips. If you 
have overlooked the trips, please go to 
our website,  Twinvalleyseniors.org, or 
refer to our newsletter for the trips being 
offered. I have two $50.00 gift certificates 
toward  two of the trips that would be 
drawn from the people signed up to take 
the trips. The first trip is scheduled June 
10, so time is running out. You can con-
tact me at 223-3322 or email Twinvalley-
seniors@myfairpoint.net  if you are inter-
ested in any of the trips. 

      FROM THE CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

4583 U.S. Route 2 
P.O. Box 152 

East Montpelier, VT 
05651 

     It’s time to start thinking about sum-
mer, and the Cabot Public Library has 
an amazing lineup of programs waiting 
for you – please see our full schedule in 
below. As soon as school is out, pick up 
your packet of materials to join in the 
Summer Reading program and win T-
shirts and prizes! We also have the new 
Vermont State Parks Pass, Vermont 
State Historic Sites Pass, the Echo Pass 
and the Vermont History Museum Pass.  
Can’t wait to see you at the library! 
     In addition to summer programming, 
there will be ongoing sessions in Yoga, 
Meditation and Tai Chi – please see 
schedules below.   
 

Ongoing Programs 
 

Yoga and Stretching - with Alicia 
Feltus– Tuesdays, June 6 – 27, 5:30 – 
6:30 p.m. 
Class will be a blend of yoga, active iso-
lated stretching and strengthening, re-
laxation and breathing techniques. 
Learn simple exercises to practice any-
where. Naturally free your body from 
stress and tension and breathe more 
deeply!  All levels and ages welcome! 
Wear comfortable clothes and bring a 
mat, if you have one. Contact Alicia for 
more info 802-563-3220 or aliciafel-
tus@gmail.com.   Donations welcome.    
 

Meditation Group – First and Third 
Wednesdays, June 7 and 21, 6:00 – 
7:30 p.m. 
Meeting on the first and third Wednes-
day of the month.  Daria Babbitt has 
been teaching meditation for over 25 
years and will introduce different medi-
tation techniques designed to reduce 
stress. There will also be time for discus-
sion about various healing techniques 
and inner spiritual growth. This work-
shop is open to all and donations are 
gratefully accepted.   
 

Community Book Group – Wednes-
day, June 21, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Cabot Community Book group generally 
meets the third Wednesday of the 

month. This month’s book will be Hid-
den Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly.   
All are welcome to join in! Copies of 
books will be available in the library.   
 

Introduction to Tai Chi – Thursdays 
– June 1 – July 27, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi 8 Postures:  This is a great way 
to start Tai Chi.  Each week, one of the 
eight sequential postures will be focused 
on.  Each posture is easy to learn and 
can form the basis for more advanced 
study. Each class will also include 
stretching and strengthening exercises.  
Tai Chi helps with balance and concen-
tration and is often considered a moving 
meditation. Classes are free to the pub-
lic, though suggested donation of $5 per 
class is welcome. It is requested that no 
outdoor shoes be worn on the wooden 
floors.  Bare feet or clean indoor shoes 
are suitable.   
Call or email for more information and 
to register. taichivt@gmail.com  802-424-
6088  *No class on June 29 
 

Thank you! 
Special thanks to David Carpenter for 
a wonderful season of Contra Dances – 
see you back in September for the start 
of next season’s dances.  Thanks again 
to Jen Boucher for organizing movie 
nights/dinner for our movie series, And 
Still I Rise. The continued volunteer 
help is very much appreciated – thank 
you Lorelai Bastress, Susan Dineen, 
Mary Lou DeLacy, Lela Jones, Vicki 
Palmer, and Beth Wade.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

See you at the Library! 
Kathleen Hoyne  

Cabot Library  
Reminders: 

 

• Tuesday  9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Story Hour 11:00 am - NEW TIME 
• Wednesday 2:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
• Thursday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
• Saturday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
• Closed Sunday, Monday & Friday 

 

 

 

 

This summer’s theme is – Build A Better World 
All programs are free and open to children and 
adults of all abilities. Sign up for the summer 
reading program as soon as school is out and win 
prizes and T-shirts!  The Thousand Page Club 
continues.  Story Hour and fun building ac-
tivities Tuesdays at 10:30am – come pre-
pared to have fun! 

Wednesday, June 21st – 7:00pm - The Cougar Returns to the East 
Sue Morse, nationally acclaimed tracker and Keeping Track founder, pro-
vides the low-down about the latest confirmations of cougars in the East, including 
the prospects and expected timing for the return of this magnificent animal to Ver-
mont and other parts of its original range.  Sue illustrates her talk with fascinating 
photographs and stories from four decades spent on the trail of wildlife from the Arc-
tic to the Everglades. 

Saturday, June 24th – 6:30 pm – Katie Trautz 
Katie Trautz (www.katietrautz.com) is a native Vermont fiddler who has toured 
nationally and internationally sharing traditional and original folk songs.  Katie 
plays fiddle, guitar and banjo crossing genres with her numerous ensembles.  She 
has studied with some of the greatest fiddle players in the US including Dirk Powell, 
Pete Sutherland, David Greely and Bruce Molsky.  Katie has released a number of 
albums in the past seven years with her various bands (Mayfly, Wooden Dinosaur, 
Kick em Jenny, and more).   

Thursday, June 29th – 6:00pm –  Vermont Raptors–  
Southern Vermont Natural History Museum 

Meet birds of prey! Three to four live hawks, owls, and falcons will come for a face-
to face exploration of what it takes to be a raptor.  Their role in the environment and 
history with humans can help us learn from the past and help us build a better 
world for the future.   

 

 
 

 

Monday, July 3 – 7:00pm – Design your own Parade Poster 
 Join Lars Hasselblad Torres, formerly of Cabot; artist, educator and entrepreneur 
with a deep interest in the intersection of technology, community and economic de-
velopment.  Following the theme of Build a Better World, Lars will facilitate this art 
workshop where you will help design and create posters for the Cabot Fourth of July 
Parade.  Materials will be provided but participants are welcome to bring their own.  

Tuesday, July 4 – 10:00 am Cabot Library Book Sale 
We will have several hundred books from all genres for all ages and interests!  All 
prices are by donation and proceeds go to the Friends of the Library which help for 
ongoing library programming.  We are currently accepting donations of books in 
good condition.  Please no VHS tapes, magazines, or materials in poor quality 
(moldy, water damaged, etc).     

Tuesday, July 11th – 6:30pm – Build your own Clay  
Back by popular demand! Mazie O’Connor has been building and selling sculpey 
dragons for many years in local markets.  She will guide you in making your own 
dragon. Supplies and tools will be provided.  Books and examples of Mazie’s dragons 
will be available for ideas.  Please sign up in advance as space is limited.  This 
workshop is for youth aged 10 and up. 

Saturday, July 15th – 1:00pm – Comic Book Workshop – Ericc Cram 
Learn the basics of drawing a figure and making a simple, four-page comic book. 
We’ll apply these skills to create a super-hero version of yourself based on your skills/
talents, what you love to do and how you would like to make the world a better place.  
For youth aged 7-14. 

Wednesday, July 19th – 6:30pm – Jaffa Cakes! 
Join baker Lorelai Bastress and learn how to make Jaffa Cakes which have three 
layers: a sponge base, a layer of orange flavored jelly and a coating of chocolate.  Jaffa 
cakes originated in the United Kingdom – this workshop is for youth aged 8-12.  
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CONTRACTORS 
 

 
“Our Goal Is 100% Customer Satisfaction” 
471 Hollister Hill, Plainfield, Vermont 
Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ~ Sat 9 a.m.– noon 

Or by appointment  (802) 454-7301  
1/18 

 
 

Green Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco Floors        
Quality � Affordable Local 

Dustless Sanding Refinishing 
Natural Finishes  

Prefinished/Unfinished 
 OliverOliverOliverOliver     Flooring Sales Installations  CyrusCyrusCyrusCyrus 
WeltersWeltersWeltersWelters             Free Estimates             PondPondPondPond 
802802802802· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com    

1/18 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL RETAIL 
 
 

Available at the Cabot General Store 
 
 
 
 
 

n a t u r a l  f o o d s  
 

Eggrolls    BBQ & Teriyaki Tempeh 
Ricemilk    Miso  

~ Local and Organic ~ 
752 Danville Hill Road  Cabot   563-2172 

1/18 
 

GOODRICH’S  
Maple Farm 

2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647 
802-426-3388 

Maple products-holiday gift baskets,  
sugaring supplies, tanks 

Everything for all your sugaring needs 
 

1/18 
 
 

 
 

SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M 
64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760 
Hardwick, Vermont 05843 

(802) 472-8400 
info@hardwickvet.com 
www.hardwickvet.com  

Open Tuesday - Saturday     1/18 

 

Seth’s Computer Services 
* PC and Mac Repair and Upgrades 

* Laptop Repair and Upgrades 
* Wireless Network Installations 
* PC Spyware and Virus Removal       

802-745-8305 
service@sethscomputer.com         c 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SERVICES 

 
 
 

 

LOCAL DIRECTORY Cabot Senior Housing 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cabot Senior Housing on Glinka Road 

offers: 

� Eight apartments: seven affordable, 

one market rate. 

� Full kitchen, living room, bath, din-

ing area, one or two bedrooms, deck 

or porch. 

� Solarium, large common area with 

deck, laundry, bathroom, kitchen, 

function area.   

� Mail delivery and trash and recycling 

pickup. 

� Free parking, garden plot and stor-

age unit. 

� Support services in Central Vermont 

help residents maintain independent 

living. 

     Cabot Commons is managed by the 

Downstreet Housing & Community 

Development. Applications are avail-

able at www.downstreet.org or call 802-

476-4493. 

     Cabot Senior Housing is fully occu-

pied but maintains a wait list.  Ap-

proved applicants are not committed to 

moving in when an apartment is avail-

able. Applicants maintain their wait 

list position through three offers of 

open apartments. 

     Feel free to contact local board mem-

bers, Judy Pransky at 563-2730 or 

Susan Carpenter at 426-3331 for more 

information. 

 

                                        

Sarah’s Country Diner 
    
    

Homemade Food ~  Meals To-Go 
Back of Harry’s Hardware, Cabot, VT 

802-563-2422 
Serving breakfast and lunch all day 

7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Catering also available             10/17 

 

 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

  Construction, Driveway Repair,  
Window & Door Replacements, Odd Jobs 
     Call:  802-563-2397 or 802-274-6646 

Email: CodlingMB@Fairpoint.net 
www.CabotHeights.com       11/17P 

                                        

                                    Maple FarmMaple FarmMaple FarmMaple Farm    
  802-563-6060 

3 Gallons (gallon size only) $100, or $35 each 
Half Gallons $20 ~ Quarts $12 

Pints $7.50 ~ Half Pints $5 
www.PureVtmaple.com            5/17 

Blaisdell’sBlaisdell’sBlaisdell’sBlaisdell’s 

CABOT HEIGHTS  

LLOYD PLUMBING 
HEATING & GAS SERVICE, LLC 

 
 
 

  Now serving Heating & More customers 
Offering plumbing, gas, oil, pellet, wood, 
and air conditioning installation services. 

Fully licensed and insured 
FREE ESTIMATES 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
PO Box 92, Cabot, VT 05647 

CALL (802) 426-2092 
lloydplumbheat@gmail.com     12/17 

                Cedar Brook FarmCedar Brook FarmCedar Brook FarmCedar Brook Farm    
           Brush Hogging &  Cedar Fence Posts 

Wildlife Food Plots 
Large Acreage Rototilling 

Anthony Palmiero ~ 802-274-2955  
East Calais, VT 

ajpalmiero@gmail.com      
9/17 

TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER 

 

• Free Door to Door Transportation 

• Free Tax Preparation 

• Health Clinics 

• Medical Equipment to Borrow 

• Monthly Newsletter 

• Meals – Every Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 am-2 pm 

• Bingo & Games 

• Exercise-Bone Strengthen & Tai Chi 

• Entertainment, Parties and Celebrations 

• Volunteer Opportunities 

• Donations & Contributions always appreciated 

• Gift Certificates   

• Dietician-approved Meals on Wheels for 
homebound & disabled residents.   
    No physician orders needed.   
    Call 223-3322 and ask for Rita. 

4583 U.S. Route 2 
East Montpelier 

 

TwinValleySeniors@ 
Myfairpoint.net 

 

 802-223-3322  

 

Serving: Cabot, Calais,  
East Montpelier, 

Marshfield, Plainfield 
& Woodbury 

 

 

 
  Tim and Jennifer Gochey 

Professional collision repair. 
All insurances accepted  

including rental cars 
     Call:  802-426-3738 or 802-522-7570 

5/18 

Sunwise Surveying 
Specializing In Boundary Surveying 
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire 

193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT  
426-3025                         3/18 

FREE COMMUNITY 
BARBEQUE  

DINNER & CONCERT 
TO RECOGNIZE THE BAND! 

 

WHEN:  SATURDAY, JUNE 17
TH

  
WHERE: MASONIC HALL, MAIN ST. CABOT 
TIME: DINNER 5:30, MUSIC 6:00 

 
 

Enjoy a delicious chicken and hot dog barbecue  
with salads, snacks, deserts, coffee and punch. 

 

Come one , come all for a special social evening to appre-
ciate and recognize our volunteer band that has spent 

many hours of preparing & performing for us.  
 

All proceeds will go to the band. 
A big Thank You to “A Country Twang” 

 
 

Sponsored by: Faith in Action,  3339 Main St, Cabot. Ph: 802-563-3322 
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     May has been a very busy month for 
Cabot School and for our board. On May 
5, the Cabot School budget for the 2017-
18 school year was passed by Cabot vot-
ers in an all-day Australian ballot at the 
Willey Building by a margin of 235 to 
171. We are very appreciative of the 
turnout for this vote, and for the strong 
support for the school budget by Cabot 
voters. 
     On May 3, the Cabot/Danville/
Twinfield Act 46 Committee gave final 
approval for a plan to merge the existing 
Cabot, Danville and Twinfield School 
districts into a single unified school dis-
trict. If the plan is approved by a major-
ity of the votes cast in each of the four 
towns (Cabot, Danville, Marshfield, and 
Plainfield) on Tuesday, June 20, then 
the new district would begin operation 
on July 1, 2018. The nine-member school 
board that would govern the proposed 
merged district would be comprised of 
two representatives from Cabot, three 
from Danville, and two each from 
Marshfield and Plainfield. Under the 
terms of the merger plan, Cabot High 
School would close after the 2017-18 
school year, and the approximately 275 
high school students of Cabot, Danville, 
Marshfield and Plainfield would have 
the choice of attending Danville or 
Twinfield High Schools.  
     The merger plan includes no change 
to the preK-8 grades as they currently 
exist at the Cabot, Danville, and 
Twinfield school campuses; however the 
language of the merger agreement al-
lows for “reorganization” of grades across 
the new district as needed in the future. 
This reorganization, that could poten-
tially result in the removal of some of the 
remaining preK-8 grades at Cabot to 
Danville or Twinfield at some time in the 
future, would have to be approved by a 
majority of voters of the new merged 
district. Currently, Cabot voters com-
prise 22% of the potential number of 
registered voters in the proposed unified 
district. 
     The costs of educating students in the 
proposed merged district would be 
shared by taxpayers across the four 
towns of the district. Because the per-
pupil cost to educate a student at Cabot 

School is currently higher than the cur-
rent cost at Danville and Twinfield, it’s 
likely that the cost-per-pupil and the 
resulting property-tax rate will both de-
crease for Cabot in the proposed merger, 
at least in the short term. Due to other 
factors at work, however, it’s difficult to 
know for sure how large these property-
tax savings will be and how long they 
will last. 
     At its board meeting on May 15, our 
Cabot School Board approved the warn-
ing for the merger vote on June 20.  At 
the same meeting, our board unani-
mously approved a resolution making 
clear our non-support for the merger 
plan, and describing our reasons for that 
decision. The text of that resolution is 
included in this issue of the Chronicle 
and is also posted on the Cabot School 
web site. 
     At its meeting on May 16 at Winooski 
High School, the Vermont State Board of 
Education officially approved the merger 
plan for the Cabot/Danville/Twinfield 
Unified School District. The decision on 
the actual formation of that new district 
will now depend on voters in each of the 
four towns approving it on June 20.  
     We will be hosting an informational 
session on the proposed merger at the 
CSPAC on Wednesday, June 14 at 6:00 
p.m. All residents of Cabot should also be 
receiving a mailed brochure in the com-
ing days outlining the opportunities and 
challenges connected to the merger. In 
addition, the entire Articles of Agree-
ment and Act 46 Committee report (as 
well as other general information on Act 
46) are available on a link at the Cabot 
School website (CabotSchool.org). 
     We encourage all Cabot residents to 
become well- informed about this merger 
proposal, and for all registered voters in 
Cabot to get down to the Willey Building 
on June 20 to vote. Regardless of your 
perspective on the proposal, it represents 
a major change in how the education of 
the young people of our town is organ-
ized, directed, and paid for, and it has 
the potential to have long-term effects on 
our town as a whole. 
 

Chris Tormey 
Cabot School Board 

School Board Update 

     We, the elected members of the Cabot 
School Board of Directors, are not in sup-
port of the Cabot School District joining 
into a new, merged school district with 
the Danville and Twinfield School dis-
tricts.  
      We have been working for the past 
eighteen months in meetings with repre-
sentatives from Danville and Twinfield 
to research the value of merging. 
Throughout the process, we’ve been fo-
cused on answering two essential ques-
tions: Will merging benefit our Cabot 
School students, and will it benefit our 
Cabot community? After looking care-
fully at the final merger plan developed 
by the joint Act 46 Committee 
(comprised of two representatives from 
Cabot, four from Danville, and five from 
Twinfield), we do not believe that it will, 
with certainty, benefit our community or 
our students. 
Educationally, the benefits for our Cabot 
students in a merged district are uncer-
tain. It is clear that Cabot High School 
would be closed in 2018 if the merger 
plan is approved, and our high school 
students would have the option of at-
tending Danville or Twinfield high 
schools. It’s unclear how the strong, suc-
cessful curricula of our high school would 
be continued for our students in the 
merged district. 
     The continuation of a preK-8 school at 
Cabot in the future in a merged Cabot/
Danville/Twinfield school district is also 
uncertain. The language of the merger 
agreement makes it clear that grades 
across the district could be 
“restructured” if approved by a majority 
vote of the voters of the new, merged 
district. There appears to be capacity for 
at least some of our younger grades at 
Danville and Twinfield, and Cabot vot-

ers would at this point comprise 22% of 
the voters in the merged district. 
For our community, the value of Cabot 
School joining a merged district with 
Danville and Twinfield in 2018 is also 
uncertain. At least in the short-term, the 
cost in dollars of educating our students 
in a larger district would likely be re-
duced, although the size and duration of 
those property-tax savings are not clear. 
We are concerned about the long-term 
impact of the merged school district on 
the general vitality of our town. There 
would be two board members elected 
from Cabot on the nine-member board of 
the new district. Given the number of 
families that have moved to Cabot at 
least in part because of the value of its 
school, we are concerned how property 
values, business activity, and town popu-
lation might be impacted by a potentially 
much smaller Cabot School in the future 
within a merged district. 
     We believe it to be important for our 
town to be able to vote, along with the 
residents of Marshfield, Danville, and 
Plainfield, on this merger proposal. For 
that reason, our board approved the 
warning for the merger vote on June 20. 
     In summary, we believe it to be in the 
best interest of both our Cabot students 
and our town as a whole to reject the 
Cabot/Danville/Twinfield merger pro-
posal on June 20, and to devote our ener-
gies in the coming weeks to research 
alternative options for our school that 
would, in the future, yield better results 
for both our students and our commu-
nity. 
 

The Cabot School Board of Directors: 
Jackie Folsom         Sharon O’Connor       
Lisa Olsen       Randilee Raynor        
Chris Tormey 

Cabot School Board -  
C/D/T Merger Resolution 

     The Town of Cabot is requesting pro-
posals for the reconstruction of the old 
Garage Site located at 3432 Main Street 
in Cabot. 
     Work to include excavation and in-
stallation of a stormwater filtration area. 
     A job site meeting will be held June 2, 
2017, at 9:00 am. Bids for the project will 
be due June 14 at 5:00 pm.  Bidders 
must prequalify at http://vtrans.ver 

mont.gov/contract-admin/prequalifi 
cation.  Site visit is mandatory. 
     This project is funded through CDBG-
DR Funding and Vtrans Transportation 
alternatives funding. 
     Bid documents will be posted at http://
www.cabotvt.us Contact Karen Deasy 
563-2279, zacabot@fairpoint.net for addi-
tional information. 

Cabot Requesting Proposals 

     In many places, dog parks have come 
into popularity.  If you are considering 
going to them so your dog can play with 
other dogs in a safely fenced area, there 
are a couple of things to consider. 
     There should be separate areas, one 
for large dogs and one for small dogs.   
     There should also be two gates to go 
through to get into the area where the 
dogs will be. This prevents dogs that are 
going into or leaving the area from es-
caping. This also gives the dogs a chance 
to check each other out safely with a 
fence between them.  
     If at all possible, ask people who go to 
the dog park you have chosen if dogs are 
temperament tested for how they behave 
around other dogs, and be sure that dogs 
with aggression issues toward other dogs 
are not allowed. 
     It is also good to be sure that females 
in heat are not allowed until they are out 

of heat. This sounds like common sense, 
but sometimes a new dog owner is not 
aware of the initial signs of a female 
coming into heat and what it can trigger 
in other dogs. 
     If your dog is reluctant to meet or is 
fearful of new dogs, be sure that you can 
be in there with them.  It might take a 
couple of visits for them to be comfort-
able with new dogs they meet. 
     Dogs whose owners take them there 
usually on the same days or time of day 
often develop wonderful friendships with 
other dogs, and owners often develop 
friendships with other dog owners.  Re-
member that dogs are pack-oriented 
social animals, and enjoy having canine 
friends, just as we enjoy our human 
friends. 
 

Sincerely, April Frost 
Animal Behaviorist 
Animal communicator 

The Pros and Cons of Dog Parks 

     Kingdom Animal Shelter 
                By Helen Morrison 

Elder Sweetness 
 

     Ranger and Target are two very sweet 
older boys.  Ranger is a mottled grey 
color and is about eight years old.  Target 
is a long haired fella, white and grey, 
with double paws in the front, and an 
extremely mellow and sociable personal-
ity.  He is about twelve years old.  They 
need to go to a good home together, as 
they have lived a long time in each 
other's company and are bonded.  They 
would do best in a quiet home as the only 
pets where they could just dote on their 
humans and spend time in their laps. 
     Come and meet them at Kingdom 
Animal Shelter, 1664 Memorial Drive in  

 
St. Johnsbury Center.  We are open on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, 4-6:00 p.m., 
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m., Thursdays, 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., and Saturdays and 
Sundays from noon to 3:00 p.m. 

Ranger (above) and 
Target (left). 


