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Ice in the Trees

Ice in the trees at Cabot Plains Cemetery. Photo courtesy of Paul Wade.

REMINDER TO CABOT
PROPERTY TAXPAYERS

Town of Cabot landowners should have received a Property Tax Bill
mailed before the end of January, which is due March 29, 2018.

This tax bill is for municipal expenses only for six months
(for the period January 1, 2018, through June 30, 2018),
which was approved by the voters of Cabot on
November 7, 2017, to transition to a new fiscal year.

If your taxes are paid along with your mortgage and held in escrow,
please contact your mortgage company regarding your tax bills.

If you have not received your tax bill, please contact the
Town Treasurer to provide the correct mailing address,
by calling 802-563-2279 or emailing CabotTCO@fairpoint.net.

Cabot Recycling

While the list of items we currently
accept at the Cabot Recycling Center is
growing, please note that there are
many items that are not recyclable. Note
that the following items should be put in
with your regular trash, unless other-
wise stated.

Unacceptable Plastics

Any black plastic containers

Motor oil containers (any color), Gas
containers

Pesticide containers

Styrofoam — any kind of #6 (Peanuts,
clam shells, trays, insulation, coffee cup
lids, etc.)

Containers more than 2 gallons in ca-
pacity

Planting pots and trays regardless of
size and/or cleanliness

Plastic furniture (chairs, milk crates,
storage containers, laundry baskets,
trash cans)

Plastic children’s toys (sleds, pools, etc.)
Coffee makers

Water line pipes of any size

Plastic tubing of any size

Plastic coat hangers

CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes, 8-tracks and
their cases

Vinyl Siding

Maple sugar tubing and fittings (tubing
accepted separately)

Hard, rigid plastic of any kind (if it shat-
ters, it 1s not accepted)

Tool cases (cordless drill, sawsall, circu-
lar saw, etc.)

Unacceptable Aluminum

Chip bags, Snack bag wrappers, Pop
tart wrappers

Coffee bags

Aluminum flashing (Recycled with
Scrap Metal)

Unacceptable Cardboard

Pringles containers

% gallon or smaller milk/juice cartons
(“gable tops”)

Shelf stable milks/juice cartons (Aseptic
cartons)

Ice cream/Frozen food containers (waxy
or plastic)

Cardboard containers with a metallic
interior.

To-go coffee cups/drink cups

Paper plates, cups, bowls, soiled card-
board

Unacceptable Tin

Frying pans, Sauce pans (recycle with
Scrap Metal)

Large pieces of metal (recycle with Scrap
Metal)

Nails, Screws or fasteners (recycle with
Scrap Metal)

Non-food containers

Unacceptable Paper

(Kraft) Brown paper bags (recycle with
Cardboard)

White or Brown Boxboard (recycle with
Cardboard)

Metallic looking wrapping paper

Bows, Ribbons

Paper plates, cups, bowls, soiled paper
Napkins, paper towels and tissue paper

Unacceptable Glass

Crystal

Incandescent light bulbs (old style)
Automotive lights

The Cabot Recycling Center is located
on Sawmill Rd. in Lower Cabot. Hours
of operation are every Saturday from 8
AM until Noon. Trash is collected for a
fee. Please do not leave any items off at
(see “Cabot Recycling”, page 4)

the Center when it is not in operation.
For more information on what can be
recycled, talk with the attendant at the
Center, or check www.nekwmd.org. You
can also call the Northeast Kingdom
Waste District with questions: 802-626-
3532.

Ben Davis 563-2341

CABOT SCHOOL DISTRICT AND TOWN ANNUAL MEETINGS

CABOT SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET INFORMATION MEETING
Monday, February 26, 6:00 p.m. ~ Cabot School Library

CABOT SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, March 5, 6:30 p.m. ~ Cabot School Gymnasium

CABOT TOWN PUBLIC HEARING

Tuesday, February 27, 7:00 p.m. ~ Willey Building Auditorium
Public Hearing to inform the voters on Articles which shall be voted on
by Australian Ballot on Tuesday, March 6, 2018.

CABOT TOWN ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, March 6, 10:00 a.m. ~ Cabot School Gym
Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Cabot School Gym
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2017 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
CABOT ¢ DANVILLE ¢« PEACHHAM

By Representative Catherine (Kitty) Toll

>

Legislators hit the ground running in
the first weeks of the 2018 Legislative
session. Being the second year of the bien-
nium, bills were waiting in assigned com-
mittees for testimony and debate. Open-
ing activities in the first weeks included
the Governor’s State of the State address,
the State Economists’ presentation of the
Consensus Revenue Forecast providing
an updated economic review, the Gover-
nor's 2019 Budget Address, as well as
major bills passed by the Legislature for
the Governor’s consideration.

The Governor presented his State of
the State address to a joint session of the
Vermont House and Senate in January,
outlining his priorities for Vermont. Im-
portant to hear was the Governor's com-
mitment to address difficult issues in a bi-
partisan manner. Vermont can be proud
of its ability to work as a team and not
replicate the decision-making process in
Washington. Affordability and growing
the state’s population and workforce was
also highlighted. Later in January, the
Governor presented his 2019 Budget Ad-
dress, and highlights of the address will
be covered in the March issue of this pub-
Lication.

The consensus revenue forecast pro-
vided critical economic data and revenue
updates for the remainder of fiscal year
(FY) 2018 and FY 2019. It was a mix of
good news and concerning news. Good
news includes Vermont’s continued low
unemployment rate of 2.9%, one of the
lowest in the nation. However, “job quality
and income and wage growth continue to
be a concern,” as stated by the Legislative
economist, and “much of Vermont’s job
growth since the last cyclical peak has
occurred in lower wage occupations and
sectors.”

Housing prices have increased since
the great recession and Vermont joins
other New England states in exceeding
pre-recession values, which is very good
news. However, not all Vermont counties
have experienced this growth. Benning-
ton, Essex and Rutland counties continue
to lag behind. Inward migration is antici-
pated to continue from Massachusetts, as
our home prices in Vermont are more
attractive and competitive.

State revenues through the first six
months of FY 2018 have performed above
estimated targets. However, the Legisla-
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ture 1s closely watching the roll-out of the
Federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Experts
have been unable to provide a clear pic-
ture of the legislation’s impact on Ver-
mont, and the state’s economists submit-
ted a “provisional” forecast due to the
unique and complex nature of the Act. We
do know that higher than anticipated
revenues are expected to be realized by
the state. The bad news is who is paying
for these increases. It appears that some
middle-income workers, who are married
and filing-jointly will be hit the hardest.
Early estimates from the data presented
indicate the Vermonters who are likely to
pay less as a result of the Federal Tax Act
are those in the lowest and highest in-
come tax brackets.

The House unanimously approved
H.593, an act relating to miscellaneous
consumer protections provisions. This
legislation addresses automatic contract
renewals, retainage for construction mate-
rials, credit protection for vulnerable per-
sons and use of credit information for per-
sonal insurance.

H.633 -The Budget Adjustment Act
passed the House on a vote of 142 — 1.
This annual mid-year adjustment to the
current year state budget is critical for
keeping expenditures in line with reve-
nue. Created in this bill is a temporary
general fund reserve to be used for consid-
eration in the 2019 budget. With the
House passage of the Budget Adjustment
Act, the Appropriations Committee turns
its attention to the FY19 budget. The
committee will work to create a budget
which works for all Vermonters, their
communities and their families. This re-
quires building a budget that supports
essential programs and one which does
not overly depend on volatile revenue. In
addition, the committee will carefully fo-
cus attention on budget reserves and
work to prepare for the unknown pres-
sures of the future. A presentation by
Moody Analytics related that, given the
volatility of our revenue sources (a rela-
tively high dependence on income taxes,
which include capital gains) and provision
of expanded Medicaid services, Vermont
should increase its reserves to the 13% to
17% range to weather a severe recession.

Upcoming Public Hearings:
Tuesday, January 30 - Vermont Firearms

Laws — House Chamber, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Monday, February 12 - Governor’s Pro-
posed FY 19 State Budget — Community
Hearing in St. Johnsbury at the NVDA
building on Eastern Avenue and at John-
son State College, both 6 —7 p.m.
Tuesday, February 13 - Governor’s Pro-
posed FY19 State Budget — Room 11, 6 —
7p.m.

For additional information on any bill
or action taken by the House or Senate or

standing committee, please visit:
www.leg.state.vt.us. These are live pages
and are updated regularly. Please contact
me directly with your questions and con-
cerns. As always, it is an honor to repre-
sent our communities at the State House.

kittytoll@live.com
ktoll@leg.state.vt.us

PO Box 192 Danville, VT 05828
802-684-3671 (Home)

COUNTRY COMMENTARY

Christmas eve the sky opened up to
reveal a devastatingly gorgeous sight.
The trees shone like fine crystal and the
snow sparkled like diamonds, infinitely
covering the earth like a bejeweled blan-
ket.

We walked among the magnificent
trees and enjoyed the beauty of nature
surrounding us. The dogs romped and
tumbled about in the deep snow. Abby
and Bodhi, our two Labs, really love the
snow almost as much as I do!

Christmas day, we awoke to a storm
cloudy day. The snow was coming down
as though we had been turned upside
down then right side up, like a snow
globe. It was beautiful, and we loved
every minute we spent beneath the gray
clouds and snowflakes of pure white.

We had to shake off our jackets and
snow pants; we must have looked like
snow people, we were so encrusted. The
warmth from the wood stove a much
welcome pleasure coming in from the
cold outside.

I received a complete set of a series by
Preston and Child, much beloved au-
thors, both, for Christmas, along with
many other wonderful surprises. We
celebrated both the Solstice and Christ-
mas this year. Christmas past has no
longer any real effect on me, anymore.
Christmas as a child was never good, but
I have lived many more years than my

childhood, and find that what once was a
real downer is now a lively time to cele-
brate.

I have made it a time to reconnect
with old friends and enjoying new ones.
We have connected to the family that
matters and supports us. We have sur-
vived and even thrived this year, more so
than ever.

I am happier, still, with all the love I
have in my life and the precious pas-
times I engage in. Life Is Good. I intend
to keep it that way...more exercise, less
excess. Is that a diplomatic way of put-
ting things? I hope so, I really do need to
work on whittling things down, so to
speak.

I hope that all of you out there find
the things that make YOU happy.
There are so many reasons to be upset
and angry, but there are as many things
to bring us joy. May joy come to you in
this coming year, and may you always
find time for fun!

May the magic of the season stay with
you always.

Laura Lee Smith

The Cabot Chronicle Submzsszon Guldelmes
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How

limate Change is Affecting Cabot

Part II: Our Natural Environment

By Sjon Welters

Pests and pathogens usually killed
during the extended deep cold of our Ver-
mont winters are surviving. Shortly after
we moved to Vermont in 1997, we had -
35 F on New Year's Day here in Cabot; I
remember clearly, because I was on the
way to the airport that morning, to drop
off my brother-in-law, and my car died in
Lower Cabot. That was the coldest cold I
ever experienced in my whole life. Also,
the last time, so far.

Temperature sensitive creatures and
plants love that warming. Plants species
unknown to the state before are starting
to move in. Insects move in, too. Many of
us have already noticed a change in our
insect population. Formerly unknown to
Vermont, ticks infected with lime disease
have been moving into the state. Hem-
lock Wooly Adelgid, an insect that feeds
on hemlock and spruce, has been de-
tected in Vermont. It kills these trees,
affecting the habitat of the blue-headed
vireo and Blackburnian warbler. Black
flies and mosquitos get killed off by se-
vere cold, making summers pleasantly
quiet. Not so by warmer winters and
wetter summers.

As a result of a heating atmosphere,
more water is held in the skies. Annual
increase in precipitation since 1960 is 5.9
inches, of which 50% happened since
1990. Precipitation from extremely
heavy storms has increased 70 percent
since 1958.

Downpours of epic proportions in-
crease erosion. Consequently, we are
forced to deal with valuable soil run off,
town and state funds diverted to road
repair and culvert upgrades, and the
disruption it causes. On a statewide
level, we're dealing with unprecedented
stormwater runoff.

Gardening season officially does not
start in Vermont until Memorial Day,
right? No more. First and last frost dates
are moving targets, and many of us can
attest to the fact that we are starting to
put frost-sensitive seedlings out earlier
than we used to, because “frost doesn't
seem to stay that late any more". That's

because our growing season has in-
creased 3.7 days per decade, and we've
gone from a zone 4 hardiness to a zone 5
during the period 1990-2006 in areas
south of Route 2 and some north of that,
even. Zone 3 has completely gone out of
Vermont. Crops we could not even con-
sider before are starting to be introduced
in Vermont. We've grown rice for seven
straight years in Cabot, now, and al-
though we harvest not until late Septem-
ber/early October, compared to late sum-
mer in the southern parts of the state,
we've got our rice. When we look at the
actual numbers, we see that average
annual temp has gone up 1.3 F since
1960, 45% of that since 1990. If trends
and CO2 emissions continue at the cur-
rent rate, Vermont's climate is expected
to be similar to that of Georgia some-
where later in this century. We'll see the
projected rise of 2-3.6% by 2050 and 5-
5.4% of warming by 2100 become a real-
ity. First, we'll get more snow in the next
25 years, but after that more rain as
temperatures continue to rise.

Winters are warming twice as fast as
summers. Over the past 40 years, the
freezing period has shortened by 4 days
each ten years, and growing season
lengthened 3.7 days every ten years. The
jet stream, responsible for much of the
weather in Vermont, gets "stuck" in a
certain pattern, delivering spells of dry
or wet weather, creating droughts, for
instance, that dry out streams and
brooks, the habitat of brook trout and
brown trout.

Weather extremes such as high-
energy lightning storms will impact in-
frastructure and transportation. The
bright side for some is that tourism
might increase as warmer temperatures
will pull tourists to Vermont as southern
states are experiencing higher, more
uncomfortable temps.

The latest news tells us that 2017 had
the fifth warmest winter in the North-
east since 1895, at 4.7 F above normal.
What will next winter bring?

Next installment: How Climate
Change is Affecting Cabot Part III: En-
ergy and How to Adapt.

Vermont Tax

ALERT

7~ VERMONT

DEPARTMENT OF TAXES

SPECIAL ALERT:

Tuition and fees no Longer Deductible on HI-144

In years past, taxpayers were able to
deduct tuition and fees up to a certain
amount on line 34 of federal income tax
Form 1040. This deduction is not avail-
able after calendar year 2016. Vermont
law allowed this deduction to reduce
Household Income on Vermont Form HI-
144 for purposes of Vermont's income
sensitivity Property Tax Adjustment
Claim. It was not known at the time the
2017 forms were developed whether the
federal deduction would be extended by
law. The Department has learned it will
no longer be available federally, so it is
not available on the 2017 HI-144. There
is a line on the HI-144 (line g3) for the

deduction, and the instructions discuss
such a deduction. However, it was not
extended and is not available for tax year
2017, so no adjustment to Household
Income should be claimed on line g3.
Taxpayers with questions can reach
the Department at 802-828-2865, or (toll-
free in Vermont) 1-866-828-2865. The
Individual Income Tax Section phone
number is answered Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday, 7:45a.m.-4:30p.m.
In order to focus on processing, we do not
take calls on Wednesdays. Questions
can be emailed to tax.Individualln
come@vermont.gov, and many answers
can be found at http:/tax.vermont.gov.

Mary Poppins: Be Part of the Magic!

Mark your calendars
% for the Cabot Community

Theater production of
‘ : “Mary Poppins” April 12-

15, at the Cabot School

Performing Arts Center.
Watch for complete information about
show times and ticket information in the
March Chronicle, and on Front Porch
Forum and our Facebook page. This
show, featuring a multi-generational cast
of community members, promises to be a
delight for all!

And if you'd like to be a part of the
fun, not just in the audience, there are
many opportunities to help with the pro-
duction. We can always use help with
sets, props, costumes, makeup, publicity,
and for this show: special effects! You can
tell us what you'd like to help with, and
how much time you can offer. We also
will need a few people to be on stage
crew, being in the middle of the action

during the dress rehearsals and perform-
ances. We always like to welcome more
community members into our group, so if
you would like to do any of these things,
please contact the producer, Karen Muel-
ler-Harder, at karen@praxisworks.org, or
793-5617, or in person if you see her in
town!

Valentine’s Day History

According to History.com, in addition
to the United States, Valentine’s Day is
celebrated in Canada, Mexico, the
United Kingdom, France and Australia.
In Great Britain, Valentine’s Day began
to be popularly celebrated around the
17th century. By the middle of the 18th,
it was common for friends and lovers of
all social classes to exchange small to-
kens of affection or handwritten notes,
and by 1900 printed cards began to re-
place written letters due to improve-
ments in printing technology. Ready-
made cards were an easy way for people
to express their emotions in a time when
direct expression of one’s feelings was
discouraged. Cheaper postage rates also
contributed to an increase in the popu-
larity of sending Valentine’s Day greet-
ings.

Americans probably began exchang-
ing hand-made valentines in the early
1700s. In the 1840s, Esther A. Howland
began selling the first mass-produced
valentines in America. Howland, known
as the “Mother of the Valentine,” made
elaborate creations with real lace, rib-

bons and colorful pictures known as
“scrap.” Today, according to the Greeting
Card Association, an estimated 1 billion
Valentine’s Day cards are sent each year,
making Valentine’s Day the second larg-
est card-sending holiday of the year. (An
estimated 2.6 billion cards are sent for
Christmas.) Women purchase approxi-
mately 85 percent of all valentines.

VALENTINES DATE NIGHTY
BABYSITTING

The Cabot Girl Scouts, with the help
of parents, offer babysitting on

Saturday, February 17, from 6-10:00 p.m.
at the Cabot School in the pre-k-2 building.
$20.00 per child. $5.00 sibling discount after first child.
Games, Arts and Crafts, and Fun Activities! Snacks Provided.
Ages 2 months to 12 years old welcome!
Money earned will benefit the junior/cadette
Girl Scout troop’s educational trip
to New York City to learn all about September 11, 2001, and
prepare an educational presentation for the school on this year’s anniversary.

Drops-ins welcome, but we would love an rsvp to

darciherdling@yahoo.com or 802-917-3882.
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David Brown

. David "Dave"
\ Brown, 69, of Mebane,
:"'év North Carolina, formerly
_,'i of Barre, VT, peacefully
- went home to be with his
~ Lord and Savior, at the
i VA Hospital, Durham,
NC, on December 28,
2017. David bravely fought a 12-year
battle with cancer.

Born in Haverhill, NH, November 14,
1948, David grew up in Barre and was a
graduate of SHS, class of '66.

An Army veteran of Vietnam, he also
gave 27 years service to UniFirst Corp.
David held memberships to VFW and
American Legion. As a mentor of Wings
to Recovery at ARMC Cancer Center,
Dawid spent ten years offering hope and
encouragement to cancer patients.

David was preceded in death by his
parents, Philip and Kathleen, and his
sister, Sharleen. He is survived by: wife
of 48 years, Diane, and their fur-baby,
Mollie; daughter Charlene and husband
Jay Snead, their daughters Rebecca and

Kathleen, of Knoxville, TN; son Charles
and wife Missy, their girls Jenna and
Erin, of Fayetteville, GA; granddaughter
Macy and husband Xavier Cook, of Fort
Richardson, AK. David leaves behind his
brothers, Harry Brown and wife Bev, of
South Barre, VT, Dale Brown, of Cabot,
VT, three sisters, Bonnie and her hus-
band, Wendell Emmons, of Easley, SC,
Denise "Sue" and husband Steve Spar-
row, of Adamant, VT, and Brenda
Brown, of Groton, VT; along with many
nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life Service was held
at Crosslink Community Church,
Mebane, NC, January 6, 2018. His final
resting place will be Vermont Veterans
Memorial Cemetery, Randolph Center,
VT. Online register book at
www.omegafsc.com. Arrangements in
care of Omega Funeral Service & Cre-
matory.

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be
made to either: Hospice & Palliative
Care of Alamance-Caswell, 918 Chapel
Hill Road, Burlington, NC 27215; or Dis-
abled American Veterans, P.O. Box
14301, Cincinnati, OH 45250-0301.

Rev. Harold S. Carpenter

Rev. Harold S. Car-

penter (1934-2017)
The Reverend Harold S.
Carpenter, 83, of West-
field, Vermont, formerly
of North Sterling, CT,
and Cabot, VT, passed
away peacefully on De-
cember 26, 2017, at North Country Hos-
pital in Newport, VT, with family by his
side, after a brief battle with pneumonia.

Harold was born August 5, 1934, the
son of George and Hazel (Pierce) Carpen-
ter, of Cabot.

As a young man, Harold enjoyed
hunting, working on the family farm and
working for local farmers. Harold gradu-
ated from the State School of Agriculture
in Randolph, VT, in 1953 and joined the
Army in 1954. He spent three years in
the military and was honorably dis-
charged in 1957 with a National Defense
Service Medal, as well as a Good Con-
duct Medal. Harold graduated from Bar-
rington College in 1964 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree.

On September 6, 1958, Harold mar-
ried Rebecca Thurber of Plainfield, VT,

who survives him. Harold is also sur-
vived by their two children Lisa Samford
and husband Tim, of Granbury, TX, and
Merry Hamel and husband Kevin Pax-
man, of Westfield, VT, his sisters Ruth
Glaude, of South Windsor, CT, and
Grace Glaude and husband Ronald, of
Brooklyn, CT; 11 grandchildren, eight
great-grandchildren; many nieces and
nephews.

On December 9, 1973, Harold was
ordained into the ministry. He was the
beloved pastor at Line Baptist Church in
Foster, RI, for 40 years. Harold loved his
family, reading, traveling, visiting with
folks and watching almost any ball
game.

Harold was predeceased by his par-
ents, George and Hazel; his brother,
Howard, in 1992; and his brother-in-law,
Lionel, in 1993.

Per Harold's wishes, there was no
funeral service. A memorial service and
inturnment will take place in the spring/
summer of 2018 at the convenience of
family.

Online condolences and/or memories
of Harold can be shared by visiting
www.awrfh.com.

By Roland (Slim) Payne
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ADVICE FROM THE TREE WARDEN

HELPER

Take a look at the effect of climate
change on forests of the Northeastern
United States and Eastern Canada. We
know our temperatures are rising, al-
though from Christmas until January 7,
2018, that is debatable, but while we
have ups and downs, the temperatures
are overall warmer. So, what are the
changes doing?

One thing I have noticed is the rain.
We don't seem to get gentle soaking
rains anymore. When it rains, it is quick
and heavy downpours, so the rain just
runs off, and the soil two to four inches
down keeps getting drier. The fast run-
offs wash away the soils and roads.

What does it do to forests and wildlife?
I will stick with trees today. Forests as
we know them will stay somewhat as
they are now through much of our life-
time, but scientists feel the forests will
change very much over the next 100
years. Oak and hickory will move fur-
ther north, as will maple, birch and
beech. Fir and spruce will be pushed out
as these species leave a gap in foliage

and invasive species are likely to take
over the open spaces.

All of this is a projection, and Mother
Nature surely has her own plan. I know
all of this is difficult to really see, because
it all happens so slowly with trees. If it
was like corn, which happens in about
five months, you would see changes im-
mediately and more dramatically.

Stay warm

Humor from the HELPER

A kid saw his dad standing on the
weight scale, sucking in his stomach and
said, “Hey Pops, that won’t really help
you, you know.” “Oh, it helps a lot,” re-
plied the dad. “It’s the only way I can see
the numbers!”

The students’ summer assignment
was to grow their own food. On the first
day back in class, Johnny tried to explain
why he had not brought anything in. “I
wanted to grow my own food,” he ex-
plained, “but I couldn’t find bacon seeds
anywhere.”

Cabot Mentoring

By Susan Socks

“In order to be a mentor, and an
effective one, one must care. You
must care. You don’t have to know
how many square miles are in Idaho,
you don’t need to know what is the
chemical makeup of chemistry, or of
blood or water. Know what you know
and care about the person, care
about what you know and care
about the person you’re sharing
with.”— Maya Angelou

Cabot Mentoring is seeking caring
residents, age 21+, to be good listeners
and friends to Cabot youth. It’s as simple
as that! You don’t need to be a genius. Or
an expert. Or famous. Or rich. You just
need to be you.

Can you go for a walk? Bake cookies?
Read? Sew? Shoot some hoops? Go to a
concert? Grow flowers? Do puzzles? Then
you've got something to share.

Of course, we all want to be good at
what we do. Cabot Mentoring offers on-
going training to mentors, to help our
mentors be effective and comfortable in
their important role. We host training
sessions, send webinar links, and loan
out books. Mentors need mentoring, too!

To learn more, or apply to be a men-
tor, contact Program Coordinator Susan
Socks at 563-2289 ext 227, cabotmentor-
ing@gmail.com, or visit our website,
cabotmentoring.wordpress.com.

We're also ready to match youth to
mentors. If someone in your life is 7-17,
and would like to spend time doing fun
stuff with a nice person, contact us!

Marilyn Joyce Walbridge Smith

Marilyn Joyce Walbridge Smith, 63,
of Longwood, Florida, formerly of Cabot,
passed away suddenly November 2,
2017, after a brief illness.

Born September 17, 1954, she was the
daughter of the late Gerald and Lenna
(Carr) Walbridge. She graduated from
Cabot High School in 1972. She worked
for several years at Cabot Creamery, as
well as staying with local elderly people
in Cabot, not only caring for them so
they could stay in their homes, but being
a devoted friend to them. She also loved
watching her nieces and nephews and
any children that needed to be looked
after. She was truly a caregiver through-
out her life. She worked in several nurs-
ing homes in Vermont, as well as Flor-
ida.

Though she was one to never brag or
boast, she had a beautiful singing voice

and was very talented in drawing flow-
ers.
She is survived by her partner-in-life,
Neal Franklin and his family, from
Longwood, FL; her siblings Lester
(Carol), Dale (Lynn), Wendell (Lesa),
Joann (John); nieces Rachel, Evelyn,
Lindsay, Violet; nephews Michael,
Philip, Ryan, Wendell Jr.; several great-
nieces and -nephews, aunts, uncles, cous-
ins and special friends in Vermont and
Florida.

She was predeceased by an infant
daughter, Heidi; her parents; maternal
grandparents Ray and Iva Carr; pater-
nal grandparents Everett and Mary
Walbridge; infant sister Janice, infant
brother Brian; aunts, uncles, cousins and
niece Megan.

The family held a celebration of her
life December 2, 2017, at the Berlin
Health and Rehab.

Monday, February 19, 2018
Is Presidents Day

Presidents’ Day is an American holi-
day celebrated on the third Monday in
February. Originally established in
1885 in recognition of President George
Washington, it is still officially called
“Washington’s Birthday” by the federal
government. Traditionally celebrated
on February 22—Washington’s actual
day of birth—the holiday became popu-
larly known as Presidents’ Day after it
was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform
Monday Holiday Act, an attempt to
create more three-day weekends for
the nation’s workers. While several
states still have individual holidays
honoring the birthdays of Washington,
Abraham Lincoln and other figures,
Presidents’ Day is now popularly
viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S.
presidents past and present.

1
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Mikki

Hello, my name is Mikki. I am one of
the sweetest boys you will ever meet. I
am probably about three to four years
old, though it is sometimes hard for
those humans to tell. T was a stray, and
a very nice person brought me into King-
dom Animal Shelter. I like other cats,
and don't get upset by them. I am just a
mellow fellow. I have a funny snaggle
tooth on my right lower jaw, but my hu-
mans tell me it is quite endearing. I am
FIV positive, which means I cannot go
outside. But I don't think I would want
to anyway...I really like a warm, cozy,
peaceful place. If you would like to meet
me, come to Kingdom Animal Shelter at
1664 Memorial Drive in St. Johnsbury

Kingdom Animal Shelter

Center. We are open Mondays, 6-8:00
p.m., Tuesdays and Wednesdays 4-6:00
p.m., Thursdays, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m., and
Saturdays noon to 3:00 p.m. and Sun-
days noon to 3:00 p.m. My humans who
love me can tell you more about FIV.

Groundhog Day in the United States

Groundhog Day falls on February 2 in
the United States, coinciding with Can-
dlemas. It is a part of popular culture
among many Americans and it centers
on the idea of the groundhog coming out
of its home to “predict” the weather.

The groundhog plays an important role
on Groundhog Day.CiStockphoto.com/
David P. Lewis

What Do People Do?

Groundhog Day is a popular obser-

vance in many parts of the United States.
Although some states have in some cases
adopted their own groundhogs, the offi-
cial groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, lives
at Gobbler's Knob near Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania. The town has attracted
thousands of visitors over the years to
experience various Groundhog Day
events and activities on February 2.
The Punxsutawney Groundhog Club
plays an important role in organizing
Groundhog Day in the town. Club mem-
bers, news reporters, locals, and visitors
meet at Gobbler's Knob on February 2
each year to await Phil’s appearance and
his weather prediction. Pennsylvania’s
governor has been known to attend
Groundhog Day ceremonies. Many
weather researchers questioned the
groundhog’s accuracy in predicting the
weather, but some of the groundhog’s
fans may not agree.

Public Life

Groundhog Day is an observance but
it is not a public holiday in the United
States. However, areas around parks and
some streets may be busy or congested in
towns, such as Punxsutawney, where
Groundhog Day events are popular.

Roots in Nature

Thousands of years ago when animal-
ism and nature worship were prevalent,
people in the area of Europe now known
as Germany believed that the badger had
the power to predict the coming of spring.
They watched the badger to know when
to plant their crops. By the time the first
German immigrants settled in Pennsyl-
vania they probably understood that this
was not true but the tradition continued.
Unfortunately, there were not many
badgers in Pennsylvania so the ground-
hog was substituted for the badger. Tra-
dition has it that if the groundhog sees its
shadow on February 2 it will be fright-
ened by it and will then return to its bur-
row, indicating that there will be 6 more
weeks of winter. If it does not see its
shadow, then spring is on the way.
Punxsutawney Phil

Punxsutawney held its first Ground-
hog Day in the United States in the
1800s. The first official trek to Gobbler's
Knob was made on February 2, 1887. It
is said that Punxsutawney Phil (the
groundhog) was named after King Phil-
lip. He was called Br'er Groundhog prior
to being known as Phil. Canada also cele-
brates Groundhog Day.
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We want your stories, announcements, local news, letters and advertisements.
Please send them to Inbox@CabotChronicle.org by the 15th of the month.
It’s your paper. Tell people what you think, what you're doing and where you've
been. Marriage, death and birth announcements welcome,
always printed at no charge.

Advantage Cabot Receives
Governor Scott’s Support

On Wednesday January 10, Advan-
tage Cabot’s President, Karen Larsen,
and Secretary, Susan Alexander, were
invited to meet with Governor Phil Scott
to discuss Advantage Cabot, an independ-
ent boarding program targeting out-of-
state students who will attend Cabot
School and be housed with local host
families. Also attending the meeting
were Secretary of Education Rebecca Hol-
combe and Representative Kitty Toll.

The Advantage Cabot team presented
Advantage Cabot to the Governor, noting
that the premise and execution of the
program dovetails closely with several
major themes from his recent public ad-
dresses, including: leveraging the excel-
lence of Vermont’s schools to make Ver-
mont an ‘education destination; fostering
innovation and creativity so that even the
smallest villages and towns —many of
whom have not reaped the benefits of the
economic trends that have shaped other
regions - remain vibrant places to live and
work; crafting strategies for both educa-
tion and community development that
are fiscally responsible and attract new
resources, rather than further burdening
the tax base; developing plans that attract
and retain young people and young fami-
lies who are needed and valued by Ver-
mont’s ageing population; and investing
in workforce development by linking edu-
cation to local industry.

The reality that Cabot is not the only
community struggling with the twin
forces of school financing and small stu-
dent populations was noted by the group,
and Secretary Holcombe agreed with the
Governor that the Advantage Cabot
model was one that could be developed
and shared throughout the State. The
endorsement of Cabot’s School Board, as
detailed in Cabot’s Alternative Govern-
ance Structure, was discussed, as was the
interest and support from donors and
foundations ranging from private philan-
thropists to the Vermont Community
Foundation to Cabot’s own Cabot Com-

munity Investment Fund. Governor
Scott, Secretary Holcombe and Represen-
tative Toll all agreed that Advantage
Cabot was “a great idea, really innovative
and creative, and [we] should move ahead
with all possible speed!”

In addition to the meeting in the Gov-
ernor’s Office in Montpelier, updates and
‘next steps’ from Advantage Cabot in-
clude: putting the final touches on the
agreement linking Advantage Cabot with
the Cabot School Board - a document
which will be a critical piece supporting
submission for Federal tax-free status;
working with the School Board on com-
munity education to ‘get out the vote’ in
support of the Town Meeting Vote on the
school budget in early March; submitting
grant proposals to the Vermont Commu-
nity Foundation in mid-February; and
continuing to develop and grow our net-
work of supporters and advisors. Advan-
tage Cabot will be speaking with non-
profit development consultant and foun-
der of the Mountain School, David Grant,
on Monday January 15, to discuss strate-
gies for organizational maturation and
success. Mr. Grant notes that Advantage
Cabot is “a creative response to a difficult
situation.”

Advantage Cabot will hold its third
Public Information Session in late Febru-
ary; stay tuned to local publications and
Front Porch Forum for emerging details!

If you would like to know more about
Advantage Cabot and how you can help
to grow an exciting local initiative sup-
ported at the highest levels of State gov-
ernment, please reach out to:

Karen Larsen - 563-2294
Susan Alexander - 563-3259
Jack Daniels- 563-3116

Corrections & Additions: 2017 Cabot Property Transfers

In the January 2018 Cabot Chronicle, 2017 property transfers for the year were printed on page 5. This information was current as of printing date, but two property trans-
fers were processed after the paper went to print. Those last two 2017 transfers, with closing dates of December 13 and 27, are printed below. In addition, the October 13
transfer between Cookson and Lloyd contained an error, which is corrected below.

Closing Special
Date Seller Buyer Address Price Property Description | Circumstances
13-Oct|Michael & Mark Cookson Peter & Jessica Lloyd 567 Coits Pond Road $172,000]6.22 acres & dwelling estate
13-Dec|John & Rosalind Daniels John & Rosalind Daniels 659 Cabot Plains Road 0]13.7 acres & dwelling trust
Michael, Dennis & Evelyn Searles &
27-Dec|Hermitage Realty Trust William Delgaudio 1491 South Walden Road $165,000|105 acres & dwelling
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~FEBRUARY~
Friday, 2/2

February Art Walk 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Montpelier. Art exhibits in over 20 busi-
nesses with work by Vermont artists.

Refreshments available at many loca-
tions. Hosted by Montpelier Art Walk.

Breaking Bread with Martin Philip
5:00-7:00 p.m. Montpelier. Head bread
baker at King Arthur Flour in Norwich
joins Art Walk event with book signing
5:00 p.m., reading, talk and Q&A 6:00
p.m. and fresh baked bread 6:30-7:00
p.m. at Bear Pond Books, 77 Main Street.

Saturday, 2/3

Orchard Valley Winter Festival 10:00
a.m.-2:00 p.m. East Montpelier. A beauti-
ful magical day of activities, weather per-
mitting horse drawn sleigh rides through
the fields, storytelling, puppet shows,
crafts, bonfire and popular Cake game.
Yummy lunch and snacks in cafe. No
admission, fee for activities. 802-456-7400
more information.

Jaquith Library Open House and
Book Sale 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Marsh-
field. Join in for music, refreshments, kid
friendly activities and find great books to
purchase.

Starline BBQ 6:00 p.m. Cabot. The
Limes hosting Vermont's own Starline
Rhythm Boys. Evening of music, dancing,
southern BBQ buffet by Cabot School
chef, Brock Miller. All proceeds support
Cabot School band and their upcoming
tour this June. Reserve your tickets.

Sunday, 2/4
Ice on Fire 2018 2:00.-5:00 p.m. Mont-

pelier. Hosted by Ice on Fire Central Ver-
mont Winter Festival at North Branch
Nature Center, 713 Elm Street. Come all
to this exciting event of many activities,
hot food and drink to warm the soul.
Opening parade at 2:00 p.m. Closing
ceremony and bonfire 4:30 p.m. Sug-
gested donation $1.00 kids, $3.00 adults,
$5.00 family. Bring your own mug for
chili or hot cider. Bring snowshoes, ice
skates, cross country skis. Dress for the
weather. Indoor space to warm will be
available.

Dance, Sing and Jump Around 3:00-
4:30 p.m. Plainfield. A family dance for all
ages, circle and line dancing and singing
games. Live traditional music, callers Liz
Benjamin and Ethan Guiles. Plainfield
Town Hall Opera House (accessible),
Plainfield Village on Route 2. FREE for
children, suggested donation $5.00 per
adult. NO one turned away.

Tuesday, 2/6
The Poor People's Revival 7:00-10:00

p.m. Plainfield. The Grassroots School
series hosted by Vermont Climate Union
and the Vermont New Poor People's cam-
paign present New York City born and
raised musicians Feral Foster and Al
Dineen to the Community Center located
at 153 Main Street. Bringing you folk,
blue gospel and country music to enjoy.

Wednesday, 2/7

Improv Comedy Basics with Justin
Lander 3:30-5:00 p.m. Greensboro. Open
to youth ages 12-18, $60.00 for 6 weeks.
Classes of basic storytelling, character

develoBmenti thsica]itz for the sta%e -

and foundation improv techniques. Regis-
ter online http:/highlandartsvt.org/event/
improv-comedy-basics-with-justin-lender
or pick up registration at the Box Office of
Highland Center for the Arts, 2875 Hard-
wick Street.

Meditation Classes 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Cabot. Daria Babbitt, experienced in-
structor will introduce different healing
and spiritual techniques to reduce stress
and discussion to follow at the Willey
building, Main Street. Open to all, sug-
gested donation appreciated.

VT Film Series “Man with a Plan”
7:00 p.m. Marshfield. Fred Tuttle's life
and times running for US Representative
from Vermont. Directed by John O'Brien
starring Fred (himself), Bill Blachly and
Bryan Pfeiffer. Free at the Jaquith Public
Library.

Friday, 2/9
Mo's BBQ at Morse Block Deli 5:00-

10:00 p.m. Barre. Give yourself a winter
BBQ fix! Warm-up your bellies. Many
sweet items on the menu at 260 North
Main Street.

Saturday, 2/10

Chapters in History 2:00 p.m. Marsh-
field. New book group series. Come to
Jaquith Public library to read and learn
about George Washington, Benedict Ar-
nold and the fate of the American Revolu-
tion.

United Church of Cabot '"Winter
Break" Spaghetti Supper, 5:30-6:30
p.m. Cost is a donation.

Cabot Old Time Contra & Square
Dance 7:30 p.m. Cabot. Music provided
by David Carpenter and friends. Dances
taught and easily learned at the Willey
building on Main Street. Small suggested
donation to assist caller of dances.

Sunday, 2/11
Pebble Art Class 1:00-4:00 p.m. Mont-

pelier. All supplies are covered with the
$30.00 class charge. You will be creating
your own unique piece of art. Hosting this
event Montpelier Elks Lodge #924, 203
Country Club Road.

Tuesday, 2/13

Climate Change Movie Series 7:00
p.m. Cabot. First of a 3 part series. A film
that follows Leonardo DiCaprio, a United

Nations Messenger of Peace at the Cabot
Library, Willey Building, Main Street.

Cinderella performance, Flynn Center,
Burlington. Check website for tickets and
more information.

Wednesday, 2/14

Love Our Planet 6:30- 8:00 p.m. Marsh-
field. Valentine's Day at the Jaquith Pub-
lic Library watch a free film about our
planet and its climate with discussion to
follow.

Thursday, 2/15

Whammy Bar, 7:30 p.m., Calais. Come
down and get warm with us for a Febru-
ary treat. Let's do a Valentine redux. Lots
of new materials, bunch of originals, no
cover, all ages.

Seattle Regional Alumni Gathering
6:00-9:30 p.m., Plainfield. Goddard Col-
lege's Education Seattle Program at
MLK F.AM.E. Community Center. Din-

ner $17.00 person. RSVP today https:/
www.goddard.edu/event/seattle-regional-
alumni-gathering.

Friday, 2/16
Gang of Thieves 9:00 p.m. Montpelier.

Positive Pie is hosting this four member
band of pioneering new breed of Ameri-
can rock and roll, funky riffs, catchy melo-
dies, electric violin and high energy per-
formance.

Saturday, 2/17

Snowmobilers Poker Run 830 a.m.
Barre Town.18%h Annual Travis Mercy
State Park fund raising event, hosted by
The Barre Town Thunder Chickens
snowmobilers club. Serving pulled pork,
barbecue chicken meal. Silent auction
and quilt raffle to benefit TMSP located
at Barre Town Recreation Area. Poker
run leaves VT Travelers' Center (by
Applebee's in Berlin) 9:00 a.m., arrive at
school noontime, food served at 12:30
p.m. See more details at www.barretown
thunderchickens.com.

Valentine's Date Night Babysitting
6:00-10:00 p.m., Cabot. Cabot Girl Scouts
with assistance of parents will offer baby-
sitting service at Cabot School pre-2
building. $20.00 per child, $5.00 sibling
discount after first child. Ages 2 months-
12years old welcome. Fun activities
planned, snacks provided. Drop ins wel-
come but, RSVP appreciated. Call Darci
Herdling 802-917-3882.

Wednesday, 2/21

Community Book Group 10:30-11:30
a.m., Cabot. Join us at the Cabot Library
for the session. New members welcome.
Check the library for selection of book
title earlier in the month.

Meditation Classes 6:00-7:30 p.m.,
Cabot. Daria Babbitt, experienced in-
structor, will introduce different healing
and spiritual techniques to reduce stress
and discussion to follow at the Willey
Building, Main Street. Open to all, sug-
gested donation appreciated.

Movie Night 7:00 p.m. Marshfield. A
free movie (1967) Northern black homi-
cide detective suspected of murder and a
white bigoted sheriff join forces to find the
killer. Marvelous social thriller at the
Jaquith Public Library.

Saturday, 2/24

Kick for Care Winter Co-ed Kickball
Tournament 7:00 a.m. Barre. To benefit
Tender Loving Respite House. Takes
place at Spaulding High School, per
teams 5 boys and 5 girls ages 14 + up,
double elimination. $150 registration fee
due February 17. Call Sara 802-249-0836
to register.

Young Tradition Vermont with special
guest Andrea Beaton 7:00-9:00 p.m.,
Greensboro. Highland Center for the
Arts teen players, singers and dancers
ages 12-20 performing traditional music
and dance repertoires. $20.00 suggested
donation. Proceeds will support group's
trip to visit Scotland. Highland Center for
the Arts, 2875 Hardwick Street. Music
from the Studio of Diane Huling

Sunday, 2/25
Four singers with Diane Huling ac-

companiment at 2:00 p.m. at Cabot
United Church. Presenting madrigals,
classical, operatic and modern pieces as a
quartet, duets and solos. Admission by
donation.

Monday, 2/26

Monthly Book Group for Adults 7:00
p.m., Marshfield. Jaquith Public Library
book group. New members welcome, one
hour a month. Prague Winter: A Personal
Story of Remembrance and War 1937-
1948 by Madeline Albright. Stop by li-
brary for copy of book.

Cabot School District budget infor-
mation meeting, 6:00 p.m. Cabot School
Library.

Tuesday, 2/27

Town of Cabot Public Hearing, 7:00
p.m., Willey Building, to inform the vot-
ers about items to be voted on by Austra-
lian ballot at Town Meeting.

~MARCH~

Saturday, 3/3

Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction
5:30-7:30 p.m., Cabot. The Cabot Girl
Scouts Junior/Cadette troop will serve
customers at the Cabot United Church.
Dinner $10.00 adult, $5.00 children 12
and under. Silent Auction ends 8:00
p.m., do not need to be present to win.
Questions or donation to auction call 802-
917-3882 Darci Herdling.

Monday, 3/5
Cabot School District Annual Meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m., Cabot School Gymnasium.

Tuesday 3/6
Cabot Town Meeting, 10:00 a.m.,

Cabot School Gym. Polls open 7:00 a.m.
—7:00 p.m. Cabot School Gym.

Cabot Town Meeting Day Babysit-
ting Services. Cabot Girl Scouts Junior/
Cadette Troop will provide service at the
pre-2 building on the Cabot School cam-
pus. $5.00 per child per hour, Ages 0-12
years old welcome. Questions contact
Darci Herdling 802-917-3882.

FREE FOOD SHARE AND FOOD DROP DATES

~FOR THE NEEDY ~

CABOT FOOD SHARE Available for Cabot Residents

Wednesday, .
FEBRUARY 7 MARSHFIELD FOOD DROP
Noon-2:00 p.m. Second Saturday of every month.
FEBRUARY 21 FEBRUARY 10
Noon-2:00 p.m. . Food pick up at 8:00 a.m.
Cabot Ma_SOHIC Hall ————=——0pen untifoodiis gone - usually 9:30 am

3339 Main Street =Y Onion River Food Shelf

FAITH IN ACTION NORTHERN WE# Old Schoolhouse Common

COMMUNITIES PARTNERSHIP INC.

School Street, Marshfield
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Selectboard FY 2019 DRAFT Budget Update

At the time of writing this article for the
Chronicle, the Selectboard is getting ready
to have its final budget meeting to finalize
the budget numbers for the new fiscal year
2018/2019. Those numbers could change
shightly, but should be very close to what is
presented below.

One of the main functions of the Board
is to produce a financial budget each year
for the Town to vote on at Town Meeting.
This past year has been very busy, as we
have had to develop two different budgets
to accomplish one of our long -term goals:
transition the town’s financial reporting
from a calendar to a fiscal year. The first
step was to plan a six-month transition
budget that ran from January 2018- June
2018. That budget was voted on in No-
vember 2017 and approved by the voters.

The new fiscal year budget that covers
the period July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019, has
taken a lot of work and many budget
meetings. The Board has set aside an hour
for a special budget meeting each week to
discuss the expenses needed to meet the
financial requirements of the Town. At
these meetings, various functions of the
town that comprise both the General and
Highway Funds presented their budget
requests. The budget process is a little
more difficult, as we have no prior finan-
cial history to do a comparative analysis
for the new fiscal year. This should go
away within the next two years, as the
numbers will be there to lay the ground-
work for a good comparison.

The DRAFT General Fund Budget
FY2019- (July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019) is
$712,533, as compared to last year's
budget of $799,622, a decrease of $87,089.
General Fund expenditures without pro-
jects increase the budget for the new fiscal
year by $2,911. Several small budget
changes are spread over multiple line
items that did not change significantly
from the prior year.

The DRAFT Highway Fund Budget
FY2019-(July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019) totals
$794,500, as compared to the 2017 High-
way budget totaling $1,656,700, a decrease
of $862,200. There were $958,100 in high-
way projects in 2017, compared to a pro-
jected $57,500 in FY2018/2019.

Without projects, the Highway Fund
expenditures increase the DRAFT
FY2019 operating budget by $38,400. The
DRAFT FY2019 Highway budget in-
crease results from small changes spread
over multiple line items required to meet
the ongoing needs of the Towns responsi-
bility to maintain its roads.

The projected estimate for the 2018-19
Municipal Property Tax rate is 0.6507, up
from 0.6147 in 2017. The total tax rate is
unknown at this time, as we do not have
any estimates from the School or the State.

Please note that the municipal taxes for
the six-month transition budget are due on
March 29, 2018. The taxes for the new
fiscal year 2019 (July 1, 2018-June 30,
2019) are due in two installments: munici-
pal taxes due on August 15 and School
taxes due on November 15. With this
change, approved by the voters last year,
taxes will be payable in smaller amounts
in two installments rather than in one
lump sum. The Town may not have to
obtain a tax anticipation loan to cover
taxes due and pay the resultant interest
that has been an additional expense to the
Town.

The Selectboard will be holding an In-
formational Meeting on February 27 at 7
p-m. in the Willey Building to discuss all
articles to be voted on by Australian ballot
as required by statute.

If you have any questions pertaining to
the FY2019 Draft Budget, please contact
your Selectboard or the Town Clerks Of-
fice.

Michael Hogan, Chair- Budget Committee
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CCA to Purchase 3065 Main Street

The Cabot Community Association
(CCA) is endeavoring to improve our
community, and as part of that effort,
has applied for and received a Municipal
Planning Grant for the town. The goal of
this project has been to create a detailed
economic development strategy and im-
plementation plan for Cabot’s Desig-
nated Village Center. The CCA was
asked by the Select Board to manage the
effort and work with the contractor, Pe-
ter Fairweather, as he develops a plan
for the community.

In parallel with that effort, the CCA
Economic Development Workgroup pre-
sented an opportunity to the CCA Board
of Directors to purchase 3065 Main
Street, sometimes referred to as the
“brown” building, two doors down from
the hardware store. The buildings be-
tween the hardware store and the fire
department will play a critical role in the
revitalization of the village. The invest-
ment is expected to provide an ongoing
source of revenue for the CCA. After
careful deliberation, the CCA Board of
Directors approved making the pur-
chase. The CCA has not finalized any
plans for the building, but there has been

much discussion and rumor. After Peter
Fairweather presents his economic de-
velopment plan, the CCA Board of Direc-
tors will deliberate on the future of the
building and will communicate its rec-
ommendation(s) to the town.

The CCA is solely funded by dona-
tions, fundraising, and the gracious town
appropriation. The CCA is asking for a
loan from the Cabot Community Invest-
ment Fund (CCIF, formerly UDAG) to
help purchase the property on Main
Street. At town meeting on March 6th,
the voters of Cabot will be asked to ap-
prove the loan in a town meeting article:

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot loan to the Cabot Community
Association (CCA) the sum of $60,000
from CCIF (formerly UDAG) funds in
2018 to be used towards the purchase
of 3065 Main Street, to be re-paid
over a period of 30 years, with a
monthly payment of $167.

This loan will be at no cost to the tax-
payers, and the funds will be returned to
the CCIF fund as the loan is repaid. The
CCA Board of Directors respectfully asks
for your support in approving this article.

Planning Notes

By Karen Deasy
Zoning Administrator and Town Planner

CCA Receives a Challenge Grant Offer

The Cabot Community Association
(CCA) provides many services to the
Town of Cabot, and is heavily reliant
upon the fantastic volunteers that step
forward and selflessly share their valu-
able time and efforts for the benefit of all.
Without volunteers and the goodwill of
donors, many of the efforts of the CCA
would simply never happen.

As part of our ongoing efforts to re-
lLieve the CCA from a dependency upon
an annual town appropriation, the CCA
is always searching for grants and dona-
tions. An anonymous donor has ap-
proached the CCA Board of Directors,
indicating willingness to donate $10,000
to the CCA for economic development, as

long as the town is willing to match the
donation. In view of this challenge, the
CCA 1is requesting a Cabot Community
Investment Fund (CCIF, formerly
UDAG) grant to equal that amount:

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot grant to the Cabot Community
Association (CCA) the sum of $10,000
from CCIF (formerly UDAG) funds in
2018 to support economic develop-
ment efforts that enhance the com-
munity of Cabot, conditional on the
CCA obtaining matching private
donations of $10,000?

The CCA Board of Directors respect-
fully requests your support in approving
this article.

Zoning and Access Modifications

The Planning Commission is sending
to the Selectboard language for an
amendment to the town’s zoning ordi-
nance. The Town has seen a variety of
applications for access improvements
and modifications that, in some in-
stances, require a variance if installed in
the owners first choice of location. To
permit some of these projects quickly
landowners have adjusted locations to
meet current setback requirements. In
many instances, getting these projects
approved quickly is the difference in a
resident coming home from a care facility
in a timely fashion or waiting until mo-
bility improves. This also can affect an
existing business when the owner, who
needs to make code improvements for
access to their facility, has to apply for a
variance or conditional use application
for what could be a .

Recognizing that this is not currently
addressed in zoning, the Planning Com-

mission is sending the following lan-
guage to the Selectboard and Town for
authorization to allow applications that
meet specific requirements to be ap-
proved with just a zoning permit.
Ramps, stairs, landings and vestibules
(not including porches or decks) for both
residential and commercial structures,
required for accessibility (permanent or
temporary) require a permit. For those
existing residential and commercial
structures which currently do not meet
the setback requirements, a variance or
conditional use application i1s not re-
quired for such accessibility structures,
as long as the following criteria is met:
® The structure does not extend beyond
the existing front or side line of con-
struction; or
® The structure does not reduce the set-
back by more than 50%; and
® The structure shall not be constructed
in the road right of way
If the criteria cannot be meet, then the
application would require a variance
from the Development Review Board.
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The Legal Voters of the Town of Cabot
are hereby warmned and notified to meet at
the Cabot School Gymnasium in the Town
of Cabot, Vermont, on Tuesday, March 6,
2018 at ten o'clock in the forenoon [10:00
A.M] to transact the following business from
the floor:  [The polls will be open from 7:00
AM. until 7:00 P.M.]

Art. 1. To elect a Moderator for the ensu-
ing year.

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot hear the reports of the Town
Officers?

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot authorize payment of real
and personal property taxes on
August 23, 2018 and November
15, 2018 by delivery to town hall
postmarked on or before that date;
and,

Establish that overdue taxes will
bear interest at a rate of one per-
cent per month or fraction thereof
for the first three months and there-
after one and one-half percent per
month or fraction thereof from the
due date of such tax pursuant to 32
V.S.A. §§ 5136; and,

Establish the amount of the penalty
charged by the collector of delin-
quent taxes for payments made
after the due date for payment to 8
percent of the tax collected pursu-
antto 32 V.S.A. §§ 1674(3)(A)?

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot elect all Town Officers re-
quired by law, according to law?

The following Articles will be voted on by
Australian Ballot and may be discussed on
the floor except for Articles 5 and 6.

Art. 5. To elect a Selectperson for a term
of two years. [Australian Ballot]

To elect a Selectperson for a term
of three years. [Australian Ballof]

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot appropriate the sum of
$717,300 to defray the general ex-
penses of the Town, with an esti-
mated $157,500 to come from in-
come and $559,800 from local
taxes? [Australian Ballof]

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot appropriate the sum of
$796,500 to repair and maintain the
highways of the Town including
summer, winter and special treat-
ment, of which an estimated
$154,600 is to come from income
and $641,900 from local taxes?
[Australian Ballof]

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot, at no expense to taxpayers,
approve of having a cedar log play
structure for children aged 2-10,
(approximate dimensions 28’ x 471)
situated in the comer lawn border-
ing the south side and back parking
lot of the Willey Building? A safety
fence will be included. The structure
will offer natural, outdoor, imagina-
tive play opportunities for children
visiting the library? [Australian Bal-
lot]

Art. 10. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot loan to the Cabot Commu-
nity Association (CCA) the sum of
$60,000 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds in 2018 to be used
towards the purchase of 3065 Main
Street, to be re-paid over a period of

Art. 2.

Art. 3.

Art. 4.

Art. 6.

Art.7.

Art. 8.

Art. 9.

30 years, with a monthly payment
of $167? [Australian Ballot]

Art. 11. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot grant to the Cabot Commu-
nity Association (CCA) the sum of
$10,000.00 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds in 2018 to support the
economic development efforts that
enhance the community of Cabot,
conditional on the CCA obtaining
matching private donations of
$10,000.007? [Australian Ballof]

Art. 12.Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot grant the sum of no more
than $200,000 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds to Cabot School for
the purpose of replacing the roof of
the Cabot School Gymnasium?
[Australian Ballot]

Art. 13. Shall the Town of Cabot grant AD-
VANTAGE CABOT, the sum of
$25,000 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds, for the
purpose of providing start up funds
for this new non-profit corporation
created to help provide the long
term financial stability of Cabot
School, provide an “enrichment’
program (academic, cultural, and
recreational) for all
High School students, and operate
a housing program offering a gener-
ous stipend to Cabot families who
house out-of-state-students?
[Australian Ballot]

Art. 14. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot approve the following
amendment to the Town of Cabot
Zoning Ordinance:

“Ramps, stairs, landing and vesti-
bules (not including porches or
decks) for both residential and com-
mercial structures, required for ac-
cessibility (permanent or temporary)
require a permit. For those existing
residential and commercial struc-
tures which do not currently meet
the setback requirements, a vari-
ance or conditional use application
is not required for such accessibility
structures as long as the following
criteria is met:

a) The structure does not extend
beyond the existing front or side line
of construction; or

b) The structure does not reuce the
setback by more than 50%; and

¢) The structure shall not be con-
structed in the right way.

If the criteria cannot be met than the
application would require a variance
from the Development Review
Board? [Australian Ballof]

Art. 15. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot authorize the Northeast King-
dom Waste Management District to
appropriate
and expend a budget of $760,519,
at no expense to the Town of
Cabot? [Australian Ballof]

Art. 16. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot approve the sum of $1,000
to support the Cabot Conservation
Committee? [Australian Ballof]

Art. 17. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot agree to change the way in
which the Annual Town Report is
distributed to the voters in accor-
dance with 24 V.S.A. §1682(a), as
follows: “commencing in February
2019, the voters will be

notified by postcard of the availabil-
ity of the Annual Town Report. Said
notification will identify pick-up loca-
tions, such as Post Office and Town
Clerk’s Office, and the date of avail-
ability of the Annual Town Report
(at least 10 days prior to the annual
meeting in accordance with 24
V.S.A. §1682(a)). Copies of the
Annual Town Report will be avail-
able in book bound format and elec-
tronically, and a copy may be
mailed upon request to a voter or
resident of the Town? [Australian
Ballof]

Art. 18. To transact any other non-binding
business that may come before
said meeting

Art. 19. To adjourn this meeting.
Dated this 18" day of January A.D. 2018

Edward (Ted) Domey, Chair, Michael J.
Hogan, John C (Jack) Daniels, Fred
Ducharme, Barmey Shatney

Board of Selectpersons

This Waming was recorded before posting,
Attest, Betty Ritter, Cabot Town
Clerk

REGISTER TO VOTE:

There is no deadline to register to vote. You
will be able to vote on the day of election.
You can register prior to copy by visiting the
Cabot Town Clerk’s Office or going online to
olvr.secstate.vt.us. Registration will be
available at the Town Clerk’s office on any
day prior to the election between the hours
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday. Registration will be available on
Election Day during the hours the polls are
open which is 7:00 am. to 7:00 p.m. in the
school gymnasium.

EARLY or ABSENTEE BALLOTS: The
latest you can request ballots is the close of
the Town Clerk’s office on March 5, 2018 at
5:00 p.m. The voter or family member may
request an early or absentee ballot in per-
son, in writing or by telephone. Other per-
sons may request an Absentee Ballot for
another registered Cabot voter (in person or
in writing), and the Town Clerk’s Office will
mail that Absentee Ballot to the registered
voter.

Following are the ways of voting early or
absentee: (1) vote in the Town Clerk’s of-
fice before the deadline; (2) a voter may
take the ballots out of the Town Clerk’s of-
fice for himself/herself and retum in the
same manner as if the ballots were re-
ceived by mail; (3) have a ballot mailed to
you, and mail or return it to the Town Clerk’s
Office before the election day or to the poll-
ing place before 7:00 p.m. on election day;
or (4) if you are sick or disabled, request the
Town Clerk, who must be accompanied by
a Justice of the Peace, to bring a ballot to
you at your home no later than 5:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 5, 2018.

The legal voters of the Town of Cabot are

hereby notified and wamed to meet in the

third floor Auditorium, Cabot Town Hall

[Willey Building] on Tuesday, February 27,

2018 at 7:00 p.m. for a Public Hearing to

inform the voters on the following Articles

which shall be voted on by Australian Ballot

on Tuesday, March 6, 2018:

Art. 7. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot appropriate the sum of
$717,300 to defray the general ex-
penses of the Town, with an esti-
mated $209,000.00 to come from
income and $559,800 from local
taxes? [Australian Ballot]

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot appropriate the sum of
$796,500 to repair and maintain the

Art. 8.

highways of the Town including
summer, winter and special treat-
ment, of which an estimated
$154,600 is to come from income
and $641,900 from local taxes?
[Australian Ballot]

Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot, at no expense to taxpayers,
approve of having a cedar log play
structure for children aged 2-10,
(approximate dimensions 28’ x 41)
situated in the comer lawn border-
ing the south side and back parking
lot of the Willey Building? A safety
fence will be included. The structure
will offer natural, outdoor, imagina-
tive play opportunities for children
visiting the library? [Australian Bal-
lof]

Art. 10. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot loan to the Cabot Commu-
nity Association (CCA) the sum of
$60,000 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds in 2018 to be used
towards the purchase of 3065 Main
Street, to be re-paid over a period of
30 years, with a monthly payment
of $167? [Australian Ballot]

Art. 11. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot grant to the Cabot Commu-
nity Association (CCA) the sum of
$10,000.00 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds in 2018 to support the
economic development efforts that
enhance the community of Cabot,
conditional on the CCA obtaining
matching private donations of
$10,000.00? [Australian Ballot]

Art. 12.Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot grant the sum of no more
than $200,000 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds to Cabot School for
the purpose of replacing the roof of
the Cabot School Gymnasium?
[Australian Ballof]

Art. 13. Shall the Town of Cabot grant AD-
VANTAGE CABOT, the sum of
$25,000 from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds, for the purpose of
providing start up funds for this new
non-profit corporation created to
help provide the long term financial
stability of Cabot School, provide an
“enrichment” program (academic,
cultural, and recreational) for all
High School students, and operate
a housing program offering a gener-
ous stipend to Cabot families who
house out-of-state-students?
[Australian Ballot]

Art. 14. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot approve the following
amendment to the Town of Cabot
Zoning Ordinance:

“Ramps, stairs, landing and vesti-
bules (not including porches or
decks) for both residential and com-
mercial structures, required for ac-
cessibility (permanent or temporary)
require a permit. For those existing
residential and commercial struc-
tures which do not currently meet
the setback requirements, a vari-
ance or conditional use application
is not required for such accessibility
structures as long as the following
criteria is met:

a) The structure does not extend
beyond the existing front or side line
of construction; or

b) The structure does not reuce the
setback by more than 50%; and

¢) The structure shall not be con-
structed in the right way.

(continued on Pullout page 3)

Art. 9.
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(continued from Pull Out page 2)

If the criteria cannot be met than the
application would require a variance
from the Development Review
Board?

[Australian Ballo]

Art. 15. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot authorize the Northeast King-
dom Waste Management District to
appropriate and expend a budget of
$760,519, at no expense to the
Town of Cabot? [Australian Ballof]

Art. 16. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot approve the sum of $1,000 to
support the Cabot Conservation
Committee? [Australian Ballof]

Art. 17. Shall the voters of the Town of
Cabot agree to change the way in
which the Annual Town Report is
distributed to the voters in accor-
dance with 24 V.S.A. §1682(a), as

Respectfuliy submitted,
Edward (Ted) Damey, Chair

Michael ). Hogan A7 ce Aa oy’

lohm C {Jack) Daniels - E :_}

Fred Ducharme f‘-'r—“‘""{
ﬁmm

Bernie Shatney
Boord af Selectpersons

follows: “commencing in February
2019, the voters will be

notified by postcard of the availability
of the Annual Town Report. Said
notification will identify pick-up loca-
tions, such as Post Office and Town
Clerk’s Office, and the date of avail-
ability of the Annual Town Report (at
least 10 days prior to the annual
meeting in accordance with 24
V.S.A. §1682(a)). Copies of the An-
nual Town Report will be available in
book bound format and electroni-
cally, and a copy may be mailed
upon request to a voter or resident
of the Town? [Australian Ballof]

Adopted and approved at a meeting of the
Cabot Select Board held on Monday, Janu-
ary 22, 2018. Received for record and re-
corded in the records of the Cabot Town
Office, Cabot Vermont on Monday, January
22,2018.

T e "X

Datead this 18th day of January &.0. 2018 N
Attest: Betty Ritter, Town Clerk (Qtﬁ:b%
This Warning was recorded before posting, Atfest: Betty Ritter, Cabot Town Clerk

School Board Update

By Chris Tormey,
Cabot School Board Chair

During the past month, our board
has continued work on a budget for
Cabot School for the 2018-19 school
year. The budget proposal approved
this year represents our best effort to
balance the needs of our school and its
students with the ability of our commu-
nity to financially support the school.

In building the 2018-19 budget, our
main goals were to support the pro-
grams we have and improve them, par-
ticularly at the high school level.

Over the past decade, we have re-
duced several programs and staff as
enrollment decreased. While those re-
ductions have limited tax rate in-
creases, they also cut back on learning
opportunities for high school students.
Given that enrollment has been stable
for several years, and increased slightly
last year, our aim in this budget was to
build back programming in the high
school to benefit students here now and
attract new students.

Currently, two core high school
teaching positions (language arts and
social studies) are less than full-time
(0.62 FTE (full time equivalent)). Our
goal in our original budget planning
was to restore these two positions to full
time to increase course options for stu-
dents in these subject areas. In addi-
tion, we wanted to restore a “capstone”
project for twelfth-graders, similar to
the IOTA project that benefitted many
of our seniors in the past with an early
introduction to a career path of interest
while still in high school.

Another goal in this budget was to
increase hands-on S.T.E.M. (science,
technology, engineering and mathemat-
ics) learning; currently, we have a well-
equipped shop facility, but lack staff to
offer this option to many of our stu-

dents. In addition, we aimed to increase
the options for student learning beyond
the school campus by adding a position
to develop and coordinate connections
between students with specific interests
and community members with exper-
tise in these areas.

A major challenge in building the
2018-19 Cabot School Budget has been
to support the school that we have,
while making investments to improve
it. During our planning, it became clear
that our budget would have to be in-
creased by approximately $135,000 to
support additional students requiring
special education services. In addition,
our principal, Dave Schilling, made a
strong case for the re-instatement of a
school counselor position with a focus
on the elementary grades. The inclu-
sion of funding for this position
(estimated $64,000 for salary and bene-
fits) will address an ongoing need for
support and counseling for this portion
of our student body that has increased
since the elimination of this position.

Additional challenges include an
“excess-spending penalty” enacted by
the Legislature and a statewide three
percent increase in the local tax rate
applied by Montpelier to replenish the
state’s Education Fund. For our school,
the combined effect of these factors
means a relatively small increase in
education spending per pupil (two per-
cent) translates into a ten percent in-
crease 1n the local Homestead property
tax rate.

On January 22, we unanimously
approved a budget proposal for 2018-19
that will support existing programs and
begin making investments to improve
Cabot School. It includes a school coun-
selor at the elementary level, a part-
time community learning coordinator,
and the re-institution of the capstone/
IOTA program in the high school

Frequently Asked Questions
About Advantage Cabot

1. WHAT IS ADVANTAGE CABOT?

Advantage Cabot---a registered non-
profit Corporation in the State of Ver-
mont---1s an independent educational
enrichment and boarding program. Ad-
vantage Cabot is NOT a private school
and is not in competition with Cabot
School.

2. WHY ADVANTAGE CABOT?

The Mission of Advantage Cabot is to
support Cabot High School by recruiting
out-of-state students to increase High
School enrollment to help make our
school economically viable in the future.
Added benefits to our school and our
community will result from providing
enrichment programs, as well as operat-
ing a boarding program housing out-of-
state students with host families.

3. HOW MUCH IS ADVANTAGE
CABOT GOING TO COST CABOT
TAXPAYERS?

There will be no cost to Cabot taxpay-
ers. Once Advantage Cabot is fully op-
erational, taxpayers will see a leveling off
in their educational property taxes re-
sulting from tuition revenue being re-
ceived by the School from Advantage
Cabot.

4. HOW MUCH IS IT GOING TO
COST TO SEND A STUDENT TO
ADVANTAGE CABOT?
In year one, the projected cost 1is
$44,000, to be allocated as follows:
$17,000 to Cabot School for tuition
(same cost as students from Walden);
$11,000 to operate an enrichment
program for all High School students;
$9,000 for Room & Board for Cabot
families hosting boarding students;
$7,000 to help cover administrative
costs.

5. WHY WOULD ANYONE PAY
$44,000 TO SEND THEIR CHILD TO
CABOT HIGH SCHOOL?

Parents are often looking for a good
school to send their children to, several of
them located in Vermont. Cabot School,
which is an excellent school, has lots to
offer and somewhere out there are stu-
dents who will thrive in Cabot. We just
need to find them to let them know all
that Cabot School has to offer.

6. HOW WILL STUDENTS BE SE-
LECTED AND WILL THE HIGH
SCHOOL BE INVOLVED IN THE
ADMISSIONS PROCESS.

Cabot School will be directly involved
in the Admissions process. While Ad-
vantage Cabot and Cabot School are two
separate organizations, success will de-
pend upon great communication and

coordination between the two entities.

7. WHO IS GOING TO MAKE
MONEY OFF OF ADVANTAGE
CABOT?

The quick answer is that, if Advan-
tage Cabot is given a chance, there
should be multiple winners throughout
the Cabot Community. Here are a few:
1.Taxpayers: If Advantage Cabot works,

hundreds of thousands of dollars will
be paid to the school from Advantage

Cabot, resulting in fewer dollars hav-

ing to be provided by Cabot taxpayers;

2.Families boarding students: In year
one, the stipend that will go to families
housing students will be approxi-
mately $9,000 per year per student;

3.High School students benefiting from
an “Enrichment” program: EVERY
high school student will be able to par-
ticipate in ALL enrichment programs
funded by Advantage Cabot.

4.Cabot Community: Cabot citizens will
be involved in all types of enrichment
programs. Advantage Cabot, like any
business, will have expenses that will
be paid by this non-profit corporation
in Cabot.

8. WHAT IS AN “ENRICHMENT”
PROGRAM?

Advantage Cabot will offer an ex-
panded menu of activities and events
that will take place during after school
hours and on weekends, such as ski
trips, cross country skiing, trips to the
Savoy Theater and Catamount Arts,
workshops led by area artists, intern-
ships at local farms and businesses, to
provide a few examples.

These are activities that we can’t suffi-
ciently support with tax dollars.

9. WILL ADVANTAGE CABOT
WORK?

We don’t know and we won’t know
unless we try. We hope that the Cabot
voters will say yes, let’s try to make Ad-
vantage Cabot work!

10. HOW CAN I SUPPORT ADVAN-
TAGE CABOT?

Vote yes on the Advantage Cabot Ar-
ticle, which will provide $25,000 to Ad-
vantage Cabot from CCIF (formerly
UDAG) funds;

Please vote yes on the Advantage
Cabot Article on the Town Warning au-
thorizing the allocation of $25,000 for
Advantage Cabot. Thank you.

Advantage Cabot Board of Directors
Karen Larsen, President
Fran Voigt, Vice-President
Susan Alexander, Secretary
Jack Daniels, Treasurer

These staffing additions represent an
increase of $110,000 (or three percent)
to the current year’s budget.

Including the increase for special
education mentioned above, as well as
smaller increases in technology, main-
tenance, and construction, the overall
Cabot School budget for the 2018-19
school year is $3,670,787 in this pro-
posal. This represents an increase of six
percent in education spending per
equalized pupil, and if approved, would
increase Cabot’s Homestead property
tax rate by 29 cents (or 17%).

Recognizing the challenges this rate
increase will present for many taxpay-
ers in our community, we believe it’s
also crucial this year to begin to make
investments to increase opportunities
available for students at Cabot School,
while continuing to provide support
needed for the programs already here.

We look forward, in the weeks
ahead, to fully informing all Cabot resi-
dents about the details and potential
impact of this proposed budget.
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Cabot School Facilities Update

As our community considers whether
or not to make investments to increase
Cabot students’ learning opportunities in
the coming year, there are ongoing and
critical questions about the level of invest-
ment needed to maintain and improve
the wvarious buildings of our campus
where that learning occurs. Can we really
afford to continue to operate a preK-12
school in Cabot, while at the same time
addressing the documented needs of our
physical plant? The purpose of this article
is to help reach an answer to that ques-
tion by reviewing the buildings’ specific
needs, the work done thus far to address
them, and the work that still remains to
be done.

In 2011, a team of architects and engi-
neers led by Black River Design of Mont-
pelier did a thorough assessment of our
school facilities. For each building, they
identified the parts or systems within it
that needed replacement or repair, and
included recommendations and cost esti-
mates for potential improvements. A digi-
tal version of the team’s report, the Cabot
School Facilities Assessment (including
revisions added in 2015) is available on
the Cabot School website.

For the high school building (built in
1938 as part of a nationwide Works Pro-
gress Administration effort), the report
recommended drainage measures to ad-
dress recurrent water inflow issues; im-
proved attic insulation; replacement of
older doors and windows, roofing repairs,
and eventually replacing the mechanical
systems (plumbing and heating) in the
building. Work done to date has included
new foundation drainage around three-
quarters of the entire building, which
(along with a basement sump pump) has
since prevented the lower level from flood-
ing with groundwater. In addition, sev-
eral entry doors have been replaced, roof-
ing repaired, and flooring tile replaced. In
the budget for the coming year are funds
for new carpeting in the hibrary and new
tile in the basement hallway. Work yet to
do includes the attic insulation (estimated
cost $70,000) and the recommended me-
chanical systems replacement ($450,000).
While the mechanical systems continue to
work effectively, the ongoing heat loss
through the older attic insulation makes
replacing it in the near future a priority.

For the four “satellite buildings” built
in 1971 that house the elementary cam-
pus and the art and tech-ed classrooms,
the report affirmed that although the
buildings were structurally sound, many
of their component parts were in need of
replacement after 40 years of service.
Listed in the report for repair included
roofing and siding; it also recommended
replacement of doors, windows and heat-
ing units, and addition of insulation in the
roof and foundation walls. During the
past several years, extensive work has
been done to prevent groundwater from
entering the lower levels of the satellite
buildings; in addition, side windows and
front doors have been replaced. Although
the primary unit roof was replaced in
2010, the most pressing need for these
buildings at this time is replacing the
minimal ceiling insulation on all of them
and replacing the roof shingles on all but
one. In addition to improving energy effi-
ciency, the improved insulation will ex-
tend the life of the roofing by preventing

ice buildup and jams. We hope to have
estimates for the cost of the roof/
insulation work on the satellites within
the next month.

In assessing the gym, the report found
that “the only components of this building
that do not need replacement are the
foundations, the slab, and the structural
arches and ceilings” and went on to sug-
gest that the most efficient and economi-
cal way to do all the needed replacements
would be with a major renovation. In
2006 Cabot voters twice rejected bond
proposals to completely renovate the gym,
which at that time was going to come at a
cost of $850,000 to Cabot taxpayers. Cur-
rent (2015) estimates for Cabot’s cost for
this same major gym renovation are now
at 2.3 million dollars: in addition to in-
creases in labor/materials costs during the
past decade, the State of Vermont no
longer pays (as it used to) for one-third of
school construction/renovation costs.

In its report, the facilities assessment
team divided up its various recommenda-
tions based on the the reason for the pro-
posed improvement: energy efficiency,
ADA requirements, system “at end of
useful life” and finally, “failed system/
impending failure”. In the case of the
gym, the report put replacing the gym’s
roof at the top of its list, as a “failed sys-
tem/impending failure”, while replace-
ments of walls, windows and mechanical
systems were included as energy-
efficiency improvements.

During the past several years, leaks in
the gym roof have continued to be
patched, a new heater was installed in
the lobby, and a spirited group of commu-
nity volunteers completely cleaned and re
-painted the gym’s interior walls. In-
cluded in the 2018-19 budget are funds to
renovate the locker rooms and improve
heating in the lobby bathrooms.

But the (literally) overarching and
highest need for this building is a new
roof, and given the gym’s service and im-
portance to the town, as well as the
school, our board will ask Cabot voters on
Town Meeting Day to consider using up
to $200,000 of UDAG (now Cabot Com-
munity Investment Fund) dollars to con-
tribute to that re-roofing project. The plan
is to remove the existing and much-
patched metal roof that dates from 1980,
remove the plywood decking beneath it,
and replace the existing fiberglass insula-
tion with tighter, more insulative spray-
foam insulation. (Again, improving the
insulation will vastly reduce the amount
of inside heat leaking up to the outer roof
surface: saving energy dollars and reduc-
ing ice buildup, as well as the potential for
roof damage that can result from its re-
moval.,) After re-insulating and replacing
the plywood decking, a water-shield fabric
will be applied under the new roof. Pre-
Liminary estimates for both the spray-
foam insulation and the new roofing
(materials only) tallied to $88,000. We are
at this time waiting to hear back from
several contractors to get labor-included
estimates to accomplish this major task.
Given the strong interest in keeping any
UDAG/CCIF funds in Cabot, we have
asked several Cabot-based contractors to
bid on this work.

If Cabot voters approve the use of the
CCIF funds in March, we plan to com-
plete the replacement of the gym roof this

summer. With that done, the plan is to
use our own maintenance staff over the
next several years to gradually replace
the siding, insulation and windows of the
gym walls: in this way, the cost can be
spread out and is often lower than hiring
a contractor.

The needs of the remaining three
buildings on campus are much more lim-
ited. The cafeteria (built in 1995 as part
of the same renovation that added the
school library) also needs a new roof and
better insulation beneath it. Recently, the
cafe’s exterior double doors were re-
placed, some decayed siding replaced,
and a new Kkitchen floor and porch in-
stalled. This summer, our maintenance
staff will replace smaller sections of roof-
ing over the kitchen and bathroom, and
plan to replace the main cafeteria roof in
the next year or two (preliminary esti-
mates: $40,000-$50,000). The CSPAC
building would greatly benefit from a
ventilation system, and the wood-chip
building will also need new roofing in the
near future.

So, circling back to the starting ques-
tion of this piece: can we afford to meet all
these facility needs while still keeping a
preK-12 school in Cabot? The answer
depends on how we, as a community,
choose to meet those needs.

When the most recent Cabot School
Facilities committee completed its work
in the spring of 2015, it brought forward
two proposals that sought to address the
needs of the elementary campus and the
gym through a major, do-it-all-at-once
renovation project. Both proposals in-
cluded 2.3 million dollars to completely
renovate the gym, along with differing
sums to build a new, under-one-roof ele-
mentary school: Plan A laid out plans for
a preK-6 elementary building in the
event that Cabot High School continued
to operate, while plan B included plans
for a smaller elementary building in the
event that the high school closed and
some of the elementary students could
move into the high school building.

The total price tag for each of the two
proposals was significant: Plan A with
the larger new elementary building was
estimated at 7.4 million dollars, while
Plan B, assuming a closure of Cabot High
School, came in at 6.1 million dollars.
Along with interest payments over
twenty years, the total cost to Cabot tax-
payers of even the smaller proposal
would exceed 8 million dollars.
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So, without the sudden appearance of a
wealthy benefactor (or the unlikely deci-
sion by Montpelier to renew aid for school
construction projects), is it possible to han-
dle our facility needs without going the
super-expensive, all-in-one shot route?
Certainly, the architects’ argument about
the efficiency of doing it all at once is
valid, but in our case, the cost involved to
do so would certainly be challenging, if
not prohibitive.

Since the Facilities report was issued
in 2011, we've made progress in making
some of the more critical improvements it
recommended through a regular budget
allocation of $50,000- $70,000 a year. This
year, for example, almost half of that sum
was used to improve the drainage around
the satellites and cafeteria, with the bal-
ance being used for smaller projects like
replacing aging windows and flooring.
Certainly, major pieces of the work
needed to make our campus safe and effi-
cient remain to be done: chief among
them re-insulating and replacing the roofs
of the gym, satellite and cafeteria build-
ings, and improving the insulation in the
high school. If the town’s voters support
the use of CCIF funds for the gym roof
replacement, that leaves the remaining
buildings’ insulation and roofs, along with
the gym walls, to address during the next
several years. We hope to have firm esti-
mates for that work soon, but it will
probably add up to over $500,000. To
make steady progress on these larger
projects, it’s very likely that our annual
budget for “construction” will have to be
increased to $100,000 or $150,000 a year.

In summary, we believe that it is possi-
ble to meet the diverse needs of our facili-
ties while continuing to operate our preK-
12 school, by continuing to prioritize and
prudently address those needs in stages.
Taking this route will certainly be slower
in getting all of the work recommended by
the facilities report done, but will allow us
to take care of the most critical projects on
our campus in the near future without
incurring the huge costs of doing all of the
work at the same time. We believe that
we can effectively address the needs of
our facility without taking on six or eight
million dollars in bond payments over the
next two decades.

As we get a clearer idea of cost esti-
mates for several of the projects men-
tioned above, we will share that informa-
tion with community members.

Chris Tormey, Cabot School Board

Brigitte Codling is running ior a
2-year seat on the Cabot School Board

Brigitte and her husband have lived in Cabot for sixteen

(16) years. They have five (5) children who have all, at one

time or another attended Cabot School. They have owned

and operated a local business in Cabot since 2007. Brigitte

has seventeen (17) years of experience working on multi-

million-dollar contracts in the areas of estimation, engineer-

ing, procurement, budgets, contract administration, con-

struction, materials, and program management. She cur- -
rently serves as the Construction Management System (CMS) Business Manager for
the Agency of Transportation. Serving on a number of national committees, Brigitte
has successfully negotiated for the needs of our small state. She would like to bring
her knowledge, experience, and passion for education to the school board table. She
wants to work to preserve the small school culture that Cabot residents value in a way
that all residents can afford. She believes every single child should have access to
the educational experience that works best for them to grow, learn, thrive, and suc-
ceed. Her focus will be on fiscal responsibility, program sustainability, and measur-

able quality in education.
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Town Officers

In preparation for Town Meeting 2018, it is helpful to be familiar with Cabot

town office-holders.

Position:

Moderator
Town Clerk

Assistant Town Clerk &
Treasurer
Town Treasurer

Collector of Lease Land
Rentals
Selectpersons

Listers

Auditors

Delinquent Tax Collector
Grand Juror
Law Agent

Cemetery Commissioners

School Directors

Library Trustees

Recreation Committee

UDAG Committee

Name: Term:
Edward C Smith 2018
Betty Ritter 2020
Michelle Leclerc
Betty Ritter 2020
Town Treasurer
Jack Daniels, Clerk 2019
Fred Ducharme, 2020
Bernard Shatney 2019
Ted Domey, Chair 2018
Michael Hogan, Vice Chair 2018
Shirley Ducharme 2018
Jeanne Johnson 2019
Jacqueline Lumbra 2020
Cecilia Gulka 2019
Jeannie McCallum 2018
Lynn Jones 2020
Susan Carpenter 2018
Dave Pike 2018
Vacant 2018
Deb Bothfeld 2022
Ruth Goodrich 2020
Angela Ward 2022
Melvin Churchill, Chair 2018
Frederick Pike 2019
Chris Tormey, Chair 2019
Randilee Raynor 2018
Sharon O'Connor 2018
Lisa Olson 2020
Jackie Folsom 2018
Beth Wade 2020
Stephanie Burtt 2018
Susan Dineen 2020
Linda Gabrielson 2019
Jeanne McCallum 2019
Lynn Lehoe, chair Non-term
Tamara Feldman Non-term
Sonia Bailey Non-term
Laura Martin Non-term
Chuck Talbert, Little League Non-term

Non-term
Non-term

Jackie Folsom, Chair (Appointed by School
Board)
Chuck Talbert (Appointed by Selectboard)

(Appointed by Selectboard - Village)

Roman Kokodyniak 2018
Frank Kampf 2018
Willey Building Committee Fred Ducharme 2018
Brad Alexander 2018
Niels Larson 2018

Bill Wheeler (Appointed by Selectboard)

Appointed by Selectboard:
Water / Wastewater Superinten-
dent

Pound Keeper

Animal/Dog Control Officer
Fence Viewers

Inspector - Coal, Wood, Lumber,
Shingles
Tree Warden

Fire Warden

Health Officer

Town Energy Coordinator
Town Service Officer
Zoning Administrator

Planning Commission

(5 members)

Zoning Board of Adjustment
(7 members - 1 year term)

Conservation Committee

Master of Colors
Road Commissioner
Town Attorney

District Representative

Regional Planning Committee
Representative

Emergency Management Coordi-
nator

Newspaper

NEKSWMD Representative
NEKSWMD Rep. Alt.

Karen Deasy
Cheryl McQueeney
William Ameden
Rusty Churchill

Anson Tebbetts
Roland Payne, Jr
Andrew Luce
Val Covell
Michael Socks
Bill Cobb

Karen Deasy
Chuck Marian
(Chair) Jean Saari
Richard

Aronson
Dawn Andrewsf

Kate Chatot
Karen Deasy, Secre-

tary

Kate Chatot (Chair)
Amy Hornblas
Susan Socks, Alt
Richard McClain

Larry Gochey
Oliver Welters
Michael Socks

Open
Cedric Alexan-

Gary Gulka der

Chris Duff
Charles Marian
William Walters

Karen Deasy
Tarrant, Gillies, Merriman &
Richardson

Representative Kitty
Toll

Ken Denton

Richard Payne

Karen Deasy
Hardwick Ga-

Cabot Chronicle zette
Ben Davis

R.D. Eno

X

REGISTER to VOTE

There is no deadline to register to vote. You will be able to vote on the day of elec-
tion. You can register prior by visiting the Cabot Town Clerk’s Office or going online
to olvr.sec.state.vt.us. Registration will be available at the Town Clerk’s office on
any day prior to the election between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. Registration will be available on Election Day during the hours
the polls are open, which is 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
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#’The Bee Shaman’s Apiary

By A. Pauly, Jr
Author of Merlin’s Veto: Chronicles of The
New Merlin

Change and shifting sands are the
only certainty these days. I wake up one
morning and the temperature is 30 be-
low with a wind chill. The next day it’s
nearly 50 in the shade. The following
day, my tin roof is being pelted by sleet
for 12 hours. It’s a lovely sound and lulls
me to sleep quite easily. The wind, now
that’s another story.

The wind has always talked to me. It
wakes me up and I feel restless and jit-
tery. I remember the first time I heard it
speak. I compare the sensation to the
distant look a sage gets in the eyes. It's a
look that searches into the depths of real-
ity. Quite a few nights I lay in my loft
desperate to sleep, but the roof sounded
as if it would rip off. Man, we sure had
some good wind storms this year. Not to
mention thunder mixed with heavy
snow.

The weather is erratic and more un-
predictable each year. Making plans and
preparations for this coming winter and
how it may affect my hives took most of
my energy. Now, in the depths of winter,
I'm looking out at the far horizon that is
fast approaching. Every taunting warm
day births a greater urge for an early
spring. Many people rest during the win-
ter. Not me, I have lots of work to get
done. Holiday craft fairs to sell honey
products at, other products to make. La-
boring at every opportunity to earn a few
more dollars. Much of it going back into
my business. I like the responsibility and
the focus of my will towards a dream
that I may or may not succeed at.

Last winter was so long, I was hoping
winter this past November would hold
off till late December. Sadly, no such
luck. The Ladies are tucked like sardines
in my shed. I couldn’t get another hive in
there if I wanted to. So far, the Ladies
are doing quite well. The temperature in
the shed is noticeably warmer than just
a few inches outside the clapboard door. I
sealed it up with used plywood and cov-
ered the windows, as well. The shed is so
warped that the door doesnt fit the
frame any longer. I ran out of warm days
in November and found myself unmoti-
vated to engineer a solution. So, the shed
has just enough natural old Vermont
shed ventilation to keep the Girls in the
boxes. Well Most of them.

The reality of beekeeping in Vermont
is that, no matter how hard you try, the
bodies of dead bees will litter the snow.
In my case, the cement floor of my winter
bee den. I like this denning of the bees.
It’'s much better for them. The mice may
eat a few, but they are more interested in
getting into the boxes for the honey.

Winter in Vermont has been a chal-
lenging teacher. She has knocked me on
the knuckles and drawn blood/
depression quite a few times over the
years.

Working the bees, I've become a sun
worshiper.

Ice
Honey
Bees

Old Wood
Frost
Sunshine

60 more days

Vermont Voter Bill of Rights

You have the right to vote if you are a
U.S. citizen, live in Vermont, are 18
years old and

have registered.

You have the right to vote if you are
homeless.

You have the right to vote if you have
been convicted of a felony, even while you
are

incarcerated.

You have the right to vote even if you
have a guardian and even if you need
help reading

or filling out your ballot.

You have the right to vote or cast your
ballot if you are in line by 7:00 p.m. on
Election

Day.

You have the right to know if you are
registered to vote.

You have the right to ask for help from
elections officials or from a friend or fam-
iy

member. There are some people who
cannot help you vote, for example, your
boss or a

union officer from your job.

You have the right to a secret vote. You
do not have to tell anyone how you voted.

You have the right to get a new ballot if
you make a mistake.

You have the right to vote for the per-
son you want. You can write-in someone
else’s

name if you don’t like the choices on your
ballot.

You have the right to leave some
choices blank on your ballot. The choices
you do mark

will still count.

You have the right to use a voting sys-
tem for all federal elections that makes it
possible

for people with disabilities to vote pri-
vately and independently.

You have the right to get a “provisional
ballot” if you are told you are not regis-
tered to

vote and you cannot swear or affirm that
you submitted an application to register
to vote

in Vermont before the deadline.

You have the right to know if your bal-
lot, including a “provisional ballot,” was
accepted

for counting.

You have the right to file a complaint if
you think your voting rights have been
denied.

Call toll-free within Vermont at 1-800
-439-8683 to get more information
about these

and other voting rights.
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Efficiency Vermont 3-Step Guide
Review your energy use and fix issues
for a more comfortable home

Step 1 — Make a list of air leaks and
insulation levels
You can greatly reduce your heat loss
and lower your bills by improving air
sealing and insulation. Grab a pad of
paper and a pencil (or your smartphone),

walk through your building, and make a

note of any air leaks and missing insula-

tion:

e Air leaks. Look for evidence such as
visible cracks, or drafts you can feel.
Also check for gaps along floor edges,
where walls and ceilings meet, and
anywhere pipes or other hardware
enters the wall. Next, search your
building’s exterior for places where
two different building materials
meet—this often leaves a gap—or
anywhere hardware or pipes pass
through the siding.

e Attic and basement insulation. Fin-
ished basements require insulation
along perimeter walls; unfinished
basements should have insulated
ceilings and band joists. In finished
attic spaces, look for ceiling and pe-
rimeter wall insulation. And in un-
finished attics, check for floor insula-
tion.

e Wall and equipment insulation.
Find an exterior wall with an electri-
cal outlet. First, turn off the power to
that outlet. Then remove the cover
plate and probe behind the sheet-
rock with a screwdriver or similar
tool to check for insulation. Also
make a note of whether your water

heater tank, hot water pipes, and air
ducts are insulated.

Step 2 — Inspect heating and cooling
equipment

If your heating or cooling system was
installed more than 15 years ago, it’s
most likely inefficient. Consider a new
energy-efficient system if it's in your
budget. Even if you don’t replace it, two
things can help your current system op-
erate more efficiently:

e  Have it professionally inspected once
per year (or as often as the manufac-
turer recommends)

o  Check all filters regularly

Step 3 — Look at lighting and appli-
ances

Do a room-by-room check of all light-
bulbs, appliances, and electronics. Incan-
descent (traditional) lightbulbs use much
more energy than newer LEDs, so con-
sider replacing them. And look to see
whether your appliances and electronics
are ENERGY STAR® certified—these
models use the least electricity with no
sacrifice in performance or features. You
can find ENERGY STAR certified wash-
ers and dryers, refrigerators, dishwash-
ers, TVs, and computers.

For an objective review of your com-
pleted assessment or for advice on next
steps, contact Efficiency Vermont cus-
tomer support team at 800-921-5990
Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Changes to Permanent Hunting, Fishing,
Trapping Licenses in 2018

The Vermont Fish & Wildlife Depart-
ment is reminding hunters, anglers and
trappers of changes to permanent li-
censes that went into effect starting
January 1, 2018.

A permanent license has been avail-
able free to Vermont residents 70 or
older. Beginning January 1, a resident 66
or older may purchase a permanent li-
cense for a one-time fee of $60.

All licenses may be purchased at a
license agent or district office or online at
www.vtfishandwildlife.com. People who
already have a permanent license do not
need to purchase another, but need to
renew theirs in 2018,

A permanent license allows a qualified

recipient to hunt, fish or trap without
purchasing additional licenses for the
rest of their hifetime. Vermont’s perma-
nent license can include all regular sea-
son tags, including archery deer, muzzle-
loader deer and turkey tags. Additional
tags for second archery, moose and ant-
lerless lotteries and waterfowl stamps
must be purchased separately. A perma-
nent license must be renewed every year,
which 1is free online or at any district of-
fice.

Anyone with questions should check
Fish & Wildlife’s website
(www.vthishandwildlife.com) or call the
licensing office at 802-828-1190.

X

Monday, March 5, 2018.

EARLY or
ABSENTEE BALLOTS

The latest you can request ballots is the close of the Town Clerk’s office on Monday,
March 5, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. The voter or family member may request an early or
absentee ballot In person, in writing or by telephone. Other authorized persons may
apply for the voter in person or writing. Following are the ways of voting early or
absentee: (1) vote in the Town Clerk’s office before the deadline; (2) voter may take
the ballots out of the clerk’s office for himself/herself and return in the same manner
as if the ballots were received by mail; (3) have a ballot mailed to you, and mail or
take it back to the clerk’s office before the election day or to the polling place before
7:00 p.m. on election day; or (4) if you are sick or disabled, ask the Town Clerk to have
two justices of the peace bring a ballot to you at your home no later than 5:00 p.m. on
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Deborah T. Bucknam of Walden
Appointed to the Vermont
Commission on Women

The Vermont Republican Party has
appointed Deborah T. Bucknam, Esq., of
Walden to serve on the Vermont Com-
mission on Women. Ms. Bucknam will
serve the remaining two years of Susie
Hudson’s four-year term.

Ms. Bucknam has been practicing law
in Vermont since 1979, and was licensed
to practice in New Hampshire in 2005.
She has practiced in all courts in Ver-
mont, including the Vermont Supreme
Court, and all divisions of Vermont Supe-
rior Court, including the Probate Divi-
sion, Family Division and Criminal Divi-
sion, as well as Vermont Federal District
Court. She has litigated hundreds of
contested matters, including personal
injury, civil rights, voter fraud, land use,
contract disputes, tax appeals, family
and guardianship cases, criminal de-
fense, and administrative proceedings
before various Vermont administrative
boards.

Ms. Bucknam graduated from Ver-
mont Law School, cum laude, in 1979.
She is a member of the Vermont Bar
Association, the New Hampshire Bar
Association, and the Federalist Society.
She received a certificate from the Har-
vard Law School Negotiation Institute in
Advanced Negotiation. She is a member
of the Board of the Thaddeus Stevens
School. Last year, she ran an unsuccess-
ful campaign for Vermont Attorney Gen-
eral, after winning the nomination in the
Republican primary.

Ms. Bucknam’s husband, Charles,
served on the Vermont Commission on
Women in the 1970’s. At that time, the
Commission was focused on the wage
gap, child care, access to healthcare, and
recruiting more women in more leader-
ship positions in all sectors, “many of the
same issues were faced with today,”
noted Ms. Bucknam.

The Vermont Commission on Women
(VCW) is a non-partisan state agency
working to advance rights and opportuni-
ties for women and girls. Sixteen volun-
teer commissioners and representatives
from organizations concerned with
women's issues guide VCW's public edu-
cation, coalition building, and advocacy
efforts. VCW offers many services to the
public, including a toll-free information
and referral service at 800-881-1561 and
many publications, including The Legal
Rights of Women in Vermont handbook.

o

VERMON

VERMONT COMMISSION
ON WOMEN

\IATE
YVIL

Get Started:
Go to https://olvr.sec.state.vt.us/

Clerk.

e Current utility bill
e Current bank statement

1. Fill in all of the required fields on the online application.
2. You are not registered to vote until your application is approved by the Town

3. You should receive an acknowledgment within two to four weeks after submit-
ting or mailing your registration. Please contact your Town Clerk if you have not
received any information within this time.
4. If you are registering to vote in Vermont for the first time, you must include a
photocopy of an acceptable form of ID. Acceptable forms of ID are:

e Valid photo ID (driver’s license or passport)

e Another government document containing your residential address.

2018.
Karen Deasy, Zoning Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE TOWN OF CABOT
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Town of Cabot Development Review Board hereby gives notice that it will
hold a public hearing on February 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. at the Willey Memorial
Building Meeting Room to consider the following item of business:

Appeal No. 260 — Rhapsody Natural Foods — Conditional use Application to convert
an existing structure to a mixed use commercial building.

Dated at Cabot, Washington County, State of Vermont this 18t day of

January,

Community College of Vermont Brings Job
Hunt Helpers to More Public Libraries

This spring, Community College of
Vermont (CCV) will continue its partner-
ship with the Vermont Department of
Libraries, offering the Job Hunt Helpers
program to assist library patrons with
job searches and applications. Beginning
this month, CCV students who serve as
Job Hunt Helpers will again be available
at the Goodrich Memorial Library in
Newport, the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum,
Winooski Memorial Library, Aldrich
Public Library in Barre, the Rutland
Free Library and Brattleboro’s Brooks
Memorial Library. Additionally, Job
Hunt Helpers will be available at Ben-
nington Free Library, Fletcher Free Li-
brary in Burlington, Ilsley Public Library
in Middlebury, Kellogg-Hubbard Library
in Montpelier, St. Albans Free Library
and Stowe Free Library.

The dJob Hunt Helpers program
launched in February 2016 with funding
from the Vermont Department of Librar-
ies, as well as the J. Warren and Lois
McClure Foundation. In spring 2018, the
Job Hunt Helpers program will be
funded exclusively by the Department of
Libraries, which receives a federal grant
from the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services to promote information
literacy in Vermont communities.

Vicki Gautier, who received assistance
from a Job Hunt Helper at Aldrich Public
Library in Barre, was “very impressed
with [the helper’s] friendly and helpful
manner. She reviewed my resume, gave
helpful suggestions and then gave me
some links to go on to search for jobs. The
Job Hunt Helper shared some of her ex-
periences with different types of jobs and
this was eye opening to me. I appreciated
the time and effort she put into helping
me explore different options.”

Destiny Hall, an accounting major at
CCV-Newport, has helped dozens of pa-
trons at Goodrich Memorial Library in
Newport. She works with them on such
tasks as resume writing, online job
searches and applications, and preparing
for interviews. She also helps patrons
with the basic computer skills necessary
to find jobs. “It can be a little intimidat-
ing,” she observed. “I've had a lot of peo-
ple come to me scared.” Her training as a
Job Hunt Helper allows her to guide pa-
trons patiently and supportively to gain
the skills they need. Hall also finds that
she benefits from helping others. “T've
actually learned quite a bit from these
people who come in,” she said. “It brings
me a lot of joy, too.”

Vermont State Librarian Scott Mur-
phy notes that the Job Hunt Helper pro-
gram “has enormous impact on the lives
of the individuals who use it” and be-
lieves the service contributes to the im-
portant role that town libraries play in
Vermont’s economic development. In
addition to funding the program, the Ver-
mont Department of Libraries supports
the work of Job Hunt Helpers with an
online education and career resource
called Learning Express-Library, which
provides job market and career informa-
tion, as well as practice exams for licen-
sure in many occupations, such as nurs-
ing, electrical, and plumbing.

The spring semester at CCV, which
begins on January 22, will mark the
start of the third year of the Job Hunt
Helper program. Students have logged
nearly 500 help sessions with library
patrons to date, and that number will
increase substantially, now that the
number of libraries with Job Hunt Help-
ers has doubled to 12.

Job Hunt Helpers are provided
through a partnership of Community Col-
lege of Vermont and the Vermont Depart-
ment of Libraries, with generous funding
from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, a federal agency, through the
Library Services and Technology Act, as
administered by the Vermont Department
of Libraries.

CCV is Vermonts second largest col-
lege, serving over 7,000 students each se-
mester. With 12 locations and extensive
online learning options, our students don’t
have to travel far from their communities
to access our degree and certificate pro-
grams, workforce, secondary and continu-
ing education opportunities, and aca-
demic and veterans support services.

The Vermont Department of Libraries
supports libraries in Vermont as they
work to insure access to quality informa-
tion for their patrons.

The Institute of Museum and Library
Services is the primary source of federal
support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries
and 35,000 museums. Our mission is to
inspire libraries and museums to advance
innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural
and civic engagement. Our grant making,
policy development, and research help
libraries and museums deliver valuable
services that make it possible for commu-
nities and individuals to thrive. To learn
more, visit__www.imls.gov and follow
IMLS on Facebook and Tuwitter.
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TVVIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER
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& & FROM THE CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY

4583 U.S. Route 2
2. P.0.Box152
~ EastHompelier, VT
<L 05651

Come and see what the Twin Valley
Senior Center is all about! Please, take a
look at our web page www.twinvalley
seniors.org or our Facebook page
www.twinvalleyseniors. We are open
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Lunch served at
12:15 p.m. those days with an asking
donation of $5 age 60+ and all others $6.
No one is turned away regardless of abil-
ity to pay. All is confidential. Ongoing
activities five days a week. We have no
annual dues and our Healthy Living
classes are free. We are a non-profit and
donations are always gratefully accepted.
Our mailing address is P.O. Box 152,
East Montpelier, Vt. 05651. Free trans-
portation to and from the center for resi-
dents in the six towns we serve.

AARP Tax Preparers will be at Twin
Valley Senior Center again this year
starting February 9. We are now sched-
uling appointments for the upcoming tax
season. This is a free service sponsored
by AARP and hosted by your local senior
center. The service is FREE to ALL low
income residents. If you had your taxes
done at the center before, you know these
AARP preparers are well trained and
very knowledgeable, plus they are super
courteous. Yes, I am talking about Jim
and Allen that will be back at the center.
Taxes are done electronically,

Free Bone Builder Exercise Classes
There is now space available in the 10:40

a.m. class. Meeting Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at Twin Valley Senior Center.
Mondays: Free Bone Builders Exer-
cise classes 7:30-8:30 a.m. and at 9:15-
10:15 a.m., and 10:40 to 11:40 a.m.

Mondays: Free Advanced Tai Chi
Class 1:00-2:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: Free Beginners Tai Chi

Class from 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays: Free Bone Builder Ex-
ercise Classes 7:30-8:30 a.m., 9:15-10:15
a.m., and 10:40-11:40 a.m.
Thursdays: Free Beginners Tai Chi
Class 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Fridays: Free- Bone Builders Exer-
cise Classes 7:30-8:30 a.m. and 10:40-
11:40 a.m.
Fridays: Free Advanced Tai Chi
Class 1:00-2:00 p.m.
First Friday of every month Death
Cafe: 11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Discussions of
events past, present, and future. All are
welcome and discussions are confidential.
For more information and questions or
to sign up for a class or appointment, call
802-223-3322 or email twinvalleysen-
iors@myfairpoint.net.

A personal note from Rita:

Want to say that Mother Nature was
not good to Fred & Shirley Ducharme
and all their wonderful helpers that
spent so much time and effort on the
Cabot Christmas Day Dinner they pre-
pared again for everyone to enjoy free of
charge. On this special day, these people
think of others and work so hard to make
sure everyone who would like a great
dinner can have one. The weather was
horrible, but I do want to thank my son
Kevin and daughter-in-law Christine,
plus grandson Chad for joining me in
delivering meals from Cabot to the
homebound residents we serve in the
Marshfield, Plainfield and, yes, some in
East Montpelier area. We got stuck once
and had to be towed out of a plowed area,
but it was all worth it, knowing people
alone would enjoy the meal. We were
given Divinity Fudge made by Audrey
Huntington, and Rita is still wearing it!

UNITED CHURCH OF CABOT

2 Common Way, Cabot, Vermont 05647

Worship @ 10 am Sunday Morning
Communion offered the1*' Sunday of the Month £

Pastor: Christina Findlay, Mdiv
Music: Erma Perry, Bruce Westcott

No Matter who you are
or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome to travel with us
for as long as you need.
The church is available for weddings, concerts, community organizations, birthday

and anniversary celebrations and social gatherings.* To reserve a time call 563-
2278 and leave a message. *FYI: the church is an alcohol and smoke free building.

Established in 1806
Moved to present location in 1849

RENT THE WILLEY BUILDING AUDITORIUM

For birthday parties, family gatherings,
weddings and community events.
Tables and chairs available on-site. Reasonable fee to cover cost
Check rental rates and schedule at the Town Clerk’s office
Call 802-563-2279
or email TCOCabot@fairpoint.net

iy The Willey Buitding Comimistee

Do you have a particular book/
audiobook in mind that you've been
wanting to read, but we don’t have it
here? Consider using our new, easier,
more efficient interlibrary loan system,
called CLOVER - for Collaborative Li-
braries of Vermont. If we don’t have it,
chances are we can find it and get it for
you. Did you know that Listen Up Ver-
mont offers thousands of free audio and
e-books for downloading? All you need
is your patron number — call, email or
come in to find out more.

Thanks to you, we have submitted
our petition to the Town for the pro-
posed play structure outside the Willey
Building, and you will see the question
posed at Town Meeting. Please consider
voting YES at Town Meeting to move
this project forward. The question will
read as follows:

Shall the Town of Cabot, at no

expense to taxpayers, approve of

having a cedar log play structure

for children aged 2-10,

(approximate dimensions 28 x 41)

situated on the corner lawn bor-

dering the south side and back
parking lot of the Willey Building?

A safety fence will be included.

The structure will offer natural,

outdoor, imaginative play opportu-

nities for children visiting the li-

brary.

Questions? Please feel free to stop in
the library, call (802-563-2721) or email
cabotlibrary@yahoo.com We look for-
ward to hearing from you!

Story Hour — Tuesdays — 9:30 a.m. -
10:30 am.

Preschool story hour — stories, songs and
crafts — all are welcome!

NEW - Pokemon Club — Tuesdays —
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Bring your own cards if you have them —
cards will be provided if you don’t have
any. Pokemon Club is student led and
will follow the Cabot School schedule.
All are welcome!

Meditation Group - First and Third
Wednesdays, February 7 and 21 -
6:00 — 7:30 p.m.

Daria Babbitt has been teaching medi-
tation for over 25 years and will intro-
duce different meditation techniques r
designed to reduce stress. There will
also be time for discussion about various
healing techniques and inner spiritual
growth. This workshop is open to all and
donations are gratefully accepted.

Cabot Old Time Contra and Square
Dance — Saturday, February 10 -
7:30 p.m.

This dance series consists of monthly
dances on the second Saturday of the
month September through May. All are
invited. Music will be provided by David
Carpenter and friends. The dances are
taught and are easily learned by young
and old. The contra and square dances
are traditional Vermont and New Eng-
land social dances that have been
danced for many generations in the
town halls, barns, and kitchens around
Vermont. The music is provided by pi-
ano and an assortment of fiddles, man-

dolins, guitars, and the occasional sur-
prise instrument. Musicians are always
invited to sit in and join with the fun of
playing traditional dance tunes. There
is a small suggested donation to help
cover the cost of the caller. For more
info, please call David Carpenter at 802-

426-3225 or email samlyman@sover.net.

Climate Change Movie Series — Sec-
ond Tuesday of the month — Tues-
day, February, 13 — 7:00 p.m.

A film that follows Leonardo DiCaprio, a
United Nations Messenger of Peace, as
he travels the world to document the
devastating effects of climate change
already occurring around the world, the
efforts of many to meet the challenge,
and the efforts of some to close our eyes
to the problem. “This documentary
shows how interconnected the fate of all
humanity is - but also, the power we all
possess to build a better future for our
planet.” First of a three-part series,
meeting monthly on the second Tuesday
of the month.

Community Book Group — Wednes-
day, February 21 - 10:30 — 11:30 a.m.
Cabot Community Book Group gener-
ally meets the third Wednesday of the
month. This month’s selection will be
announced early February. All are wel-
come to join in! Copies of books will be
available in the library.

Thank you!

Thanks to everyone in the community
who has been so supportive of our idea
to have a play structure constructed
outside the Willey Building, especially to
Susan Dineen for her excellent article
in the January edition of the Chronicle.
Thanks so much to all the Library Trus-
tees and student volunteers who give
their time, thoughtfulness and dedica-
tion to help direct the lLibrary in such
positive ways — Stef Burtt, Susan Di-
neen, Linda Gabrielson, dJeannie
McCallum, Billie O’Connor and Beth
Wade. Many thanks to Norma Birming-
ham for bringing in The New York
Times Book Review every week — it is
much appreciated. Thanks again to all
the folks who come in regularly to help
out - Lorelai Bastress, Mekiah Smith
and Beth Wade.

Cabot Library

Reminders:

|

|

|

|

o Tuesday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. :
Story Hour 11:00 am - NEW TIME
o Wednesday 2:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. |
e Thursday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. !
e Saturday  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. :
¢ Closed Sunday, Monday & Friday

See you at the Library!
Kathleen Hoyne
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Cabot Senior Housing

22 CountryFloors

“Our Goal 1Is 100% Customer Satisfaction”
471 Hollister Hill, Plainfield, Vermont

)

APLAYFUL PUP

DOG TRAINING

Cyn Drinkwine, CCDT

. ~ N Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M i Fully Insured i Private & Group Classes
Mg?'g;}fp?g};?gemn't (%35?25?.73%0im 64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760 & Positive Reinforcement Training
118 Hardwick, Vermont 05843 Marshfield, VT ~ Phone: 802-595-9667
\ & (802) 472-8400 E-mail: playfulpupdogtraining@gmail.com Cabot Senior Housing on Glinka Road
info@hardwickvet.com Website: playfulpupdogtraining.com offers:

*‘ Green Mountam Eco FlOOl’S www.hardwickvet.com 1217 - Rish . affordabl

1ght apartments: seven atfordable,
Quahty Affordable Local Open Tuesday - Saturday s — one market rate.

7 Dustless Sanding Refinishing LLOYD PLUMBING . ; . -
Natural Finishes &;_xe.‘ Full kitchen, living room, bath, din

Prefinished/Unfinished  Oarah’s Country Diner 57 HEATING & GAS SERVICE, LLC ing area, one or two bedrooms, deck
Oliver Flooring Sales Installations Cyrus -;-;-;-;-;-;-37-;-;-; e B Al neine et [ | or porch.

Welters Free Estimates Pond . L8 . . - Solarium, large common area with
H ade Food ~ Meals To-Go and air conditio tallation services. .
802 595‘ 5049 KECPVermonfGYeehercom Bac;g) ror;eI’;laryyig ?—?ardwafg Cagot, vTr lrFuI]_lly ﬁcélrlllslg(;?lid msilrré(si rvices deCky' laundl'y, bathroom’ kltChenv
i 802-563-2422 FREE ESTIMATES function area.
Serving breakfast and lunch all day 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE - Mail delivery and trash and recycling
LOCAL RETAIL 7:00 .1m. - 3:00 p.n. PO Box 92, Cabot, VT 05647 pickup.
Catering also available ans CALL (802) 426-2092 - Free parking, garden plot and stor-

info@lloydplumbingandheating.com. age unit.

Seth’s Computer Services - Support services in Central Vermont

o
mv * PC and Mac Repair and Upgrades help residents maintain independent
* Laptop Repai dU d i i living.
* Wi?fgleé)s I\?elz)t%\]i)fl? Instpajglr;ci(‘)srsls 0““’“ Rlver we“ e ;

Cabot Commons is managed by the

Available at the Cabot General Store

12/17

natural foods * PC Spyware and Virus Removal —— & s l'i“g SErvice . )
. Downstreet Housing & Community
Eggrolls BBQ & Teriyaki Tempeh 802-745-8305 p o .
9 Ricemilk M)i,so ® service@sethscomputer.com ¢ Drilled Wells ~ Springs ~ Pressure Tanks Development. Applications are avail-
~ Local and Organic ~ UV Systems ~ Pump Service able at www.downstreet.org or call 802-
752 Danville Hill Road Cabot 563-2172 HI TO Water Conditioning ~ Emergency Service | | 476-4493.
118 802-426-3670 Cabot Senior Housing is fully occu-

GOODRICH’S AUTO BODY S8 1 | pied but mamtajns a wait ]ist'. Ap-

proved applicants are not committed to

. . 1~
Maple Far m Pr’I(;lernS ggga‘}e;?]i%fﬁghg L W%ﬁw moving in when an apartment is avail-
2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647 All insurances accepble’d ' /9 S T°U D I O § | |able Applicants maintain their wait
Manl dSOE ‘f? 3388g1ftb ket including rental cars " Yoga ~Massage ~ Pottery list position through three offers of
ap esgg;;ﬁgssu; ;hg tankzs ets, Call: 802-426-3738 or 802-522-7570 Hot Stone ~ Swed]i)sh ~ Acupt(ljncﬁure open apartments.
os 802-917-8883 ~ Downtown Cabot Feel free to contact local board mem-
Everything for all your sugaring needs - ; SandyPondStudios@gmail.com b Judv Pranskv at 563.2730
11 Sunwise Surveying e | | bers, Judy Pransky a or
N Specializing In Boundary Surveying Susan Carpenter at 426-3331 for more
i . ) Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire information.
Blaisdell’s 193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT
[ F 426-3025 318
/ Ma]O e rarm ADVERTISE IN THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

802-563-6060
3 Gallons (gallon size only) $100, or $35 each

Half Gallons $20 ~ Quarts $12
Pints $7.50 ~ Half Pints $5
www.PureVtmaple.com 5118

@hmﬁet @ru nicle

Reach up to 2000 households by the first of each month
in Cabot, Marshfield and West Danville
Plus households in Hardwick, Plainfield, Danville and beyond!
Full year for one low price!

TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER Call or e-mail for more information:
e Free Door to Door Transportation 802-279-6897 ~ inbox@cabotchronicle.org
® Free Tax Preparation
e Health Clinics
e Medical Equipment to Borrow
e Monthly Newsletter
e Meals - Every Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 am-2 pm - - - -
1583 US Routes  ® Bineo & Games Funds Available for Community Organizations
East Mo.ntplélier ¢ Exercise-Bone Strengthen & Tai Chi The Cabot Community Fund (CCF) allows the ECA to support
. . ¢ Entertainment, Parties and Celebrations community-based projects and events that further the mission of the
TwinValleySeniors@ o yolunteer Opportunities CCA. The CCF is funded by the generous support of the Cabot
Myfairpoint.net ® Donations & Contributions always appreciated Creamery and other donors.

Funds are awarded to non-governmental organizations. Examples
of previous awards include expenses of Cabot Artssponsored
community performances, Cabot Night at Mountaineers games and

802-223-3322 e Gift Certificates

Serving: Cabot, Calais, ® Dietician-approved Meals on Wheels for

East Montpelier, hoénebﬁuﬁd.& dis’:‘ibhd resédgnts- Little League uniforms.
Marshfield, Plainfield 0 physician orders needed. Guidelines and application form is available at ..
& Woodbury Call 223-3322 and ask for Rita. PP

http;//www.cabotvermont. org/cabot—communuty—ﬁ.md—ccf/
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“Where Were You When the World
Stopped Turnin’ that September Day?”’

The Cabot United Church will be
holding a spaghetti dinner and silent
auction on Saturday, March 3, to benefit

)

the Cabot Girl Scout Junior/Cadette Ay 1 »
troop in their mission to raise money to 4 ¥ 2
go to New York City and learn about = =
September 11, 2001. They will then put AN

together an educational presentation for
the entire Cabot school on 2018’s 9/11

\

anniversary. o 1 -
We will seat people for dinner from =m=ce==E = === ===
5:30-7:30 (hoping for a huge turn out and QE _!_ ! ! ;gg Q ;;

multiple seatings); the silent auction will
end at 8:00 p.m., and you do not have to
be present at the end to win.

Dinner is $10.00 for adults and $5.00
for children 12 and under. Bring the

If you have any questions or would
like to make a donation to the auction,
please contact Troop Leader Darci

whole family and invite friends, too, for a
fun evening for a great cause!

Shape Shifting: Photos by Roz Daniels

Studio Place Arts
Opening Reception
Feb 3rd, 3-5
201 N Main St
Barre

Open Tues-Fri 11-5
Sat 12-4

The Cabot Girl Scouts, with the help of parents,
will provide babysitting during town meeting
at Cabot School in the pre-k-2 school building.

$5.00 per child per hour.
Ages 0-to 12 years old welcome!
Money earned will benefit the junior/cadette
Girl Scout troop’s educational trip
to New York City to learn all about September 11, 2001,
and prepare an educational presentation for the school on this year’s anniversary.

Questions? Contact Darci Herdling

Darciherdling@yahoo.com or 802-917-3882

&)

>

HELP WANTED

Ad Sales Position for

@hmﬂet @rum’t{e

Commission Position available immediately

Looking for a little extra cash? Have a couple of hours a month
to spare? Consider selling advertising for The Cabot Chronicle.
Commission work pays quickly and allows complete freedom in
setting work hours and location.

Vehicle, computer and telephone required, along with a
positive, responsible disposition and comfort with email and basic
office software. Previous sales experience not required.
Self-directed individual with an honest interest in supporting our
local paper, serving local businesses well and conducting business
with integrity and respect would be a welcome addition to a very
small part-time staff.

Call us at 802-595-7710 or email Inbox@CabotChronicle.org.
We want to hear from you.

The United Church

aghetti ' i of Cabot
: "Winter BreaR"
i Jinner S

paghetti Supper

February 10
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Menu includes Spaghetti and homemade sauce
(meat, vegetarian, and meat balls), garlic bread,
tossed salad, and desserts.
Cost is a donation.

p

D

-

We hope to have music during the supper
and are looking for folks who'd like to help out.

CRBOT ARTS SHOW AND TELL

Sunday, February 25, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
At The Willey Building

Cabot Arts Show and Tell invites visual artists (folks that make
things we can see) of all kinds to join us once a month on a Sunday
afternoon from 3:00 to 5:00 in the Willey Building for discussion of
works presented and happenings in the area.

Roz Daniels




