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CABOT'

FOURTH ©F JULY

Tuesday, July 4, 2023

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

CABOT 4TH OF JULY PARADE - 11 AM

- DOWN MAIN STREET

Parade participants should report to the Cabot Fire Department before 10:30 am.

Parade entries will be judged and cash prizes of $100 are awarded for
Cheesiest, most Historic/Patriotic and best “Get Outside” theme.

Food vendors & Village Businesses Open

. s8 Iam—2 pm " After the Parade— 2 pm
ummage Saie Activities, Live Music & Cabot Harvest Hub Farm
9 am—2 pm Market N ¢
BookSale $ % & Old Time Jam Session h)

Post-parade activities at the Rec Field include:

& & ( % ( + . -/ & ( O
1 % Old Rocket String Band "
. ! & & #
( Christopher Jennings, Dana Robinson, Susan Robinson Kathleen Moore

Visit the FB event page at "Cabot, VT July 4th Celebration" or CabotVermont.org for more information.

Rory Thibault Appointed

Superior Court Judge

Governor Phil Scott on June 9 an-
nounced that he has appointed Rory T.
Thibault, of Cabot, as a superior court
judge.

Features:
July 4th History:

Pages 1-3
Pages 8-9

“Rory has a proven track record of
public service in Vermont throughout
his time as a prosecutor, in the U.S.
Army, and as an active member in his
community,” said Governor Scott. “T'm
confident his experience, work ethic and
temperament will make him a strong
Superior Court judge.”

Thibault has over fifteen years of ex-
perience practicing law with a back-
ground in criminal, juvenile, and mili-
tary law. In 2018, Thibault was ap-
pointed by Governor Scott as Washing-
ton County State’s Attorney and was
elected to a full four-year term later that
year. Previously, Thibault served as an
assistant attorney general, deputy
state’s attorney, and served in the
United States Army as a judge advocate
where he earned the rank of Major.

“I am appreciative of the opportunity
to continue my service to the State of
Vermont and am incredibly thankful for
Governor Scott’s trust and confidence in
my ability to serve as a Superior Court
Judge,” said Thibault. “I am excited to
begin this new chapter in my career and
(see ‘Rory Thibault’, page 2)

Linda Savoca Receives
Cabot Community Award

by Cabot School Board

Last month the Chronicle detailed
Linda Savoca’s 16-years of service to
Cabot School. During Cabot High
School’s graduation ceremony on June 7,
2023, Linda was selected by the students
to provide the commencement speech
and was also provided the Cabot Com-
munity Award, in recognition of her ser-
vice and commitment to the town of
Cabot as well as the students, families,
faculty, and staff of Cabot School.

The Cabot Community Award is
given annually at graduation to recog-
nize achievements and service provided
to the community. Linda’s recognition
this year may be considered ‘lifetime
achievement” for her dedicated work on
behalf of the school, and going above and
beyond to support students and families.
Beyond her role as the face (and eyes
and ears) of Cabot School, Linda has
been instrumental in extending educa-
tion on Vermont’s Abenaki history and
culture to the school and community.

Linda’s role as graduation speaker
was a perfect capstone, and although she
1s “graduating” to retirement, she will
always be a part of the school commu-
nity and a leader to look up to in the
town of Cabot.

BARIKA - KAT WRIGHT - BON DEBARRAS - SCOTTISH FISH
KATE CAMPBELL - VANGE GILBERT - MODERN TIMES THEATER
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Business Directory:
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Selectboard:
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Rory Thibault

School. Thibault is a member of the Ver-

look forward to being part of a judiciary mont Sentencing Commission and previ-

committed to promoting fair and effi- ously served as a member of the Gover-

cient justice for all Vermonters.” nor's Community Violence Prevention
Thibault earned a B.A. in political Task Force. Thibault and his wife reside

science from the University of Rich- in Cabot, with their two children.

mond, and a J.D. from Vermont Law

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF CABOT HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The Town of Cabot Highway Department is looking for a full-time
road crew worker to maintain and repair Cabot’s highway system and
municipal equipment. The applicant should have a CDL Class B or
higher, however, the Town is willing to train an interested applicant by
paying for a Commercial Driver Training Program CDL B License. The
program is an 80-hour course and will cover the cost of the permit, road
testing, DOT physical and pre-enrollment drug testing. The applicant
must agree to work for the Town for at least three years. If the applicant
terminates employment prior to that period, the cost of the course will be
reimbursed to the Town by the applicant.

The applicant should have general knowledge of heavy equipment, as
well as knowledge of grading, trucking, snow plowing and removal along
with general knowledge of road construction and maintenance. Overtime
will be required as needed to maintain Cabot roads. The Town will train
the right person. Health benefits are available, along with paid vacation
and sick leave. This position will be supervised by the Road Fore-
man. Compensation will be determined upon experience. You may call
to have an application sent to you, or you may drop a copy of your resume
at the Town Clerk’s Office at 3084 Main Street. For more information,
please contact Sid Griggs at 802 563-2040. Applications and/or resumes
must be in the Town Clerk’s Office by 5:00 p.m. on June 12, 2023.

TOWN CLERK OFFICE
CLCF)SED

INDEPENDENCE DAY
JuLy 3 & 4, 2023

Tuesday, July ¢ 2023
INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATIONS
Friday-Sunday. July 28-30 2023
CABOT ARTS & MUSIC
FESTIVAL

Sunday. September 10, 2023
RIDE THE RIDGES

Saturday, r 30 2023
FALL
FOLIAGE FESTIVAL

Saturday, Semteber 34 30, 2023
turday, 2330
RESIDENT
BULK REMOVAL DAY

TBD. SEPTEMBER 2023
CABOT UNITED CHURCH

HARVEST DINNER
Saturday, October 14, 2023
WILLEY BUILDING
100 YEAR CELEBRATION
Monday, December 25, 2023
CABOT COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS DINNER
Friday-Saturday. January 5-6. 202¢
CABOT VILLAGE
TWELFTH NIGHT
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A Cooperative Shop featuring local crafters and artists

Small Antiques and Primitives, Specialty Foods, Knit and Sewn Goods, Weaving,

Vermont Maple Syrup and Alpaca products

COME SEE WHAT’'S NEW IN 2023!
June 1-18 (Thurs — Sun)  June 21— Oct 15 {(Wed - Sun) {Open July 3¢ & 4th)
643 Bayley Hazen Rd
Peacham, VT 05862
802-592-3332

Open10am -4 pm
peachamcornerguild@gmail.com
peachamcornerguild.com

follow us on Facebook
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Lead in Soil is Common:
Know Before You Plant!

by Susan Socks of Garden Goddess

Consulting & Gardening

UNITED CHURCH OF CABOT
CHURCH DINNERS

BBQ Chicken, Salads and Dessert
Friday, July 21
Friday, August 18
By Donation

Takeout or eat inside at church tables

HAZEL M. GREAVES
INCOME TAX &
BOOKKEEPING

SERVICE

802-563-2332

27 DOW DRIVE
EAST HARDWICK VT 05836

hazelgreavestaxservice@gmail.com

If you live in a building constructed
before 1978, or a newer building on a
site where an older building once stood,
there is an excellent chance there is lead
in the soil. Prior to 1978, many types of
exterior paint contained lead, and when
the paint weathers, the lead settles
around the perimeter of buildings. Lead
is a heavy metal, and does not break
down over time. Once it is in the soil, it
stays there. In some instances, you may
not know that a building once existed on
a part of your property, but lead will be
concentrated around the old perimeter: a
sort of toxic “ghost”.

If there is a chance of lead in your soil,
have it tested. It’s easy and inexpensive.
The University of Vermont Extension
fee is $17, plus the cost to mail % cup of
soil to the lab. You will receive a report
in 1-2 weeks with the lead concentra-
tion, and helpful information on inter-
preting results and taking appropriate
action.

If your soil tests show high lead lev-
els, you have a few options.

e Care and caution: take precautions
to minimize your exposure to lead,
while still enjoying your garden.

e Physical removal: remove soil con-
taminated with lead, dispose of it in
a landfill, and bring in new soil.

¢ Bioremediation: research is ongo-
ing as to whether certain plants
may take up lead in large enough
quantities to remediate lead-
contaminated soil. These plants
would be planted on contaminated

sites, “harvested” when they are
full sized, and disposed of in a land-
fill. However, the effectiveness of
this method is uncertain.

Of all these options, the least expen-
sive and most effective is “care and cau-
tion”. Here are a few examples of care
and caution practices:

e Don't allow children to dig and play
in lead-contaminated soil, and
make sure they wash up after
spending time in the area

e Construct deep raised beds, with a
water-permeable liner (landscape
fabric or stone) between the ground
and the raised bed soil

¢ Add a layer of fresh garden soil and
mulch, and avoid digging below
that level

e Plant edibles that stay high above
the soil, such as tomatoes, blueber-
ries, and apples

e Avoid planting root crops such as
carrots and potatoes In lead-
contaminated soil

e Leave your gardening shoes out-
side

e Wash gardening gloves and clothes
after work

o After gardening, wash your hands
before eating or drinking
You can have great gardens, even

with high lead levels. It just takes a
small investment of time and money to
test your soil. You'll be rewarded with
the peace of mind that you are garden-
ing safely...especially important if you
are growing edible plants, or have small
children spending time in and around
the garden. Be safe, and happy garden-
ing!

Fun Fact

by Brittany Butler for
Cabot Historical Society

Cabot Popu

ation 1830 - 2020

1840 CABOT POPULATION: 1440
2020 CABOT POPULATION: 1443
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“/COBITUARIES & MEMORIALS

Valerie Covell

Valerie Covell, 62,
of Cabot, died sud-
denly on Saturday,
May 27, 2023, at her
home with her hus-
band by her side.

She was born De-
cember 1960 in Cali-
fornma, the daughter
of the late Willilam
Butler and Goldie (Kescy) Butler. She
attended Gabriel Richard High School
while living in Wyandotte, Michigan,
graduating in the late 1970s.

Val was employed in Michigan for
many years in medical billing. Her bill-
ing colleague set up the blind date that
led to her marriage.

Following her marriage to David R.
Covell on May 29, 1993, in West Dan-
ville, the young couple traveled and
worked in many areas of the United
States, including Massachusetts, Ari-
zona and finally Puyallup, Washington,
before returning to the Covell family
home in the Green Mountains of Ver-
mont in 1999, where they have since
lived their lives.

Val was very much a people person.
She learned to work the food counter at
Joe’s Pond Country Store as her first job
in Vermont, making friends she still has
to this day.

She willingly gave of her time, helping
with the Cabot Food Bank for five years,
and the St. Johnsbury Warming Shelter
for the homeless.

Val helped the Walden Volunteer Fire
Department, successfully writing grants
in 2006, becoming a first responder and
doing administrative support until her
last day. At many a Cabot 4th of July
parade she tossed candy from her fire
truck with her loved dog, Angus.

She drove a school bus for Wild Cat in
Hardwick. Her route was Woodbury, all
grades. Those children were her pride
and joy.

She was a caregiver to the elderly,
including her mom, and enjoyed listen-
ing to their memories.

Val was an intensely strong woman
but always happy and loved to laugh.
She will be deeply missed by her hus-
band, David, her two black labs (Michael
and Roxanne) and all who knew her.

Survivors include her loving husband,
Dawvid, of Cabot and a brother, Steven
Butler, of Wisconsin.

She was predeceased by her mother,
Goldie, and a brother, Chris Butler, both
in 2019.

A Graveside Service will be held at

2:00 p.m., on Monday, July 3, 2023, in
the Plains Cemetery in Cabot. In lLieu of
flowers, contributions in her memory
may be made to the Walden Volunteer
Fire Department, 12 VT RT # 215, West
Danville, VT 05873, or to the charity of
one’s choice.
Dian R. Holcomb of Northern Vermont
Funeral Service, 60 Elm St., Hardwick,
is assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences are welcomed
at: northernvermontfuneralservice.com.

Josiah (Jesse) Klingler

Josiah  (Jesse)
Klingler, beloved son
of Diana and Ken
Klingler of Cabot,
died suddenly on
March 31, 2023, from
an undetected brain
[ ' aneurysm. He was
4 one week shy of his
E birthday.

Jesse arrived on
April 6, 1984, to brighten our lives and be
loved by his sister, Rebekah. It wasn't too
many years before we realized he was
always about a half step ahead of us. He
was engaging, curious, and quick witted,
which kept everyone on their toes.

As a teenager, Jesse's interests were
multifaceted. He pursued an interest in
music, learning the piano and guitar. A
focus on history led him to reenacting
with local Revolutionary War groups. He
learned to sail, kayak and waterski on
Rangeley Lake in Maine in between the
time spent learning to fix lawn mower
engines with his Grampa. Skiing and
later snowboarding at Burke Mountain
with friends and family was a winter
passion. Fishing with his dad was a
springtime ritual. As a student at Cabot
School he found intrigue and accomplish-
ment in mathematics. This set him on
the path to become an engineer in his
adult life.

Jesse earned a green and gold scholar-
ship from UVM upon graduating from
Cabot School. He entered the engineering
school and proceeded to graduate with
honors from the electrical engineering
department four years later. After several

jobs of differing complexities, he signed
on with Northern Power Systems of
Barre focusing on wind turbine coding
and storage battery development. He
valued his professional growth with them
and continued his education of replace-
ment technologies for fossil fuel depend-
ence. He had recently been hired by NRG
Systems in Hinesburg as a senior firm-
ware engineer.

Jesse constantly challenged main-
stream assumptions about the responsi-
bilities we have as stewards of the earth.
He supported multiple charities whose
missions required purposeful thought to
how our lives impact the planet. In keep-
ing with his desire to leave as small a
carbon footprint as possible, Jesse pur-
chased hybrid cars and was converting
his home to be solar powered.

There are many people devastated by
the loss of this remarkable man: his par-
ents, his sister Rebekah, brother-in-law
Michael Henderson, niece Ariya, and
nephew Eljah; his many aunts, uncles
and cousins; friends and colleagues.
Jesse's memorable laughter will be
missed by all who knew him.

We would like to thank all medical
personnel who assisted in Jesse's care:
the ambulance crews; CVH medical staff;
UVMC trauma unit staff and the organ
donation staff. Their support and com-
fort during this unthinkable experience
was greatly appreciated.

There will be no public service. In
memory of Jesse please consider a dona-
tion to an environmentally responsible
charity. Please honor Jesse in a way that
comforts you. A private family celebra-
tion, serenaded by Grateful Dead al-
bums, will happen later this summer.

Annette  Foster
passed gently sur-
rounded by loved ones in
her home on dJune 3,
2023. She was born on
June 25, 1956, to Leon
and Madeleine Bella-
e T vance of Walden, Ver-
(G mont. She married Na-
than Foster on August 18, 1979, creating
their home in Walden. They have three
children, Danielle, Jeremy, and Michelle
and five grandchildren, Natalie, Hailey,
Madeleine, Vanessa, and Leon.

Annette stayed connected to her local
community by holding various positions,

CHRONICLE

often volunteering her time. She was
treasurer for Coles Pond Sledders for 25
years and Justice of the Peace for many
years, finding fulfillment in community
connection through service.

She is survived by family and friends
too numerous to count. She was preceded
in death by her father, mother, brother
Andre and her in-laws Francis and Vir-
ginia Foster.

A celebration of Annette’s life will be
held at a later date. Donations in An-
nette's memory may be made to the
Lamoille Area Cancer Network, 198
Farr Ave., Morristown, VT 05661 and/or
Caledonia Home Health and Hospice,
165 Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819.

optional!

MICHAEL BASHAW CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Please join us for a celebration of life
for Mike Bashaw on July 29, 2023, from
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at the Cabot Rec Field
Pavilion. We will be gathering for a
potluck to honor Uncle Mike.
casual event, just how he would like it, so
come and go as you please.

This 1s a

Shoes are

Damaged Battery Disposal

by Northeast Kingdom
‘Waste Management District

Did you know the lithium batteries
so common in many of our beloved and
useful electronics can become defective
and could potentially catch fire? Yikes!
We collect batteries of all sorts at our
many district locations. Keeping them
out of the landfill is important work
and fire prevention should be every-
one's priority. Residents can be a big
help by talking to the recycling atten-
dant when they are dropping off a sus-
picious battery. Swollen? Leaking? Re-
called? Put the offending battery in
container of sand or kitty litter for safe
transport to a drop off location. Find a
designated drop off spot https:/
www.call2recycle.org/locator/ and then
make sure to tell the person at drop off
that you have potentially dangerous
battery to dispose of. It all begins with
you the consumer.

BE ALERT,
DIVERT

HIDDER BATTERIES

BE ALERT!

HEVER PUT BATTERIES IN THE
TRASH DR RECYCLIHG.

RECYCLE THEM PROPERLY AT
A DESIGHATED SITE.

SCROLL DOWH TO FIND GUT WHERE TO RECTELE

DETAILS WILL

FOLLOW SOON
/4 // // Ty - )/// //// /f;/////////7’

CABOT’S LIBRARY AND TOWN HALL
THE WILLEY BUILDING

Is 100 YEARS OLD

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
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Through The Cabot Chronicle, the CCA promotes their mission to enhance the quality of community life for those residing, doing business, and visiting
Cabot, VI. One aspect of that mission is to empower Cabot residents to participate in the governance and management of our town.

The Chronicle is dedicating a staff writer to cover selectboard and other meetings, for the purpose of keeping community members informed about issues
discussed at meetings they might not be able to attend. Most meetings are available via Zoom for those who would like to listen in person. Instructions for
Jjoining meetings virtually through Zoom are posted regularly on Front Porch Forum, or you can call the Town Clerk's office for details at 563-2279. Digital
Recordings of selectboard meetings are available on the Town website, CabotVT.US by clicking on "Selectboard Meetings.

Public Safety Building Update -

Demolition
|by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer |

The Public Safety Building (ak.a.
Firehouse) Committee held another
meeting on June 1 to bring the public up
to date on the progress of the demolition
and plans for a new building. There were
only two people physically present at the
meeting, and a few others in attendance
online.

Fire Chief Dean Deasy started the
meeting by describing the progress of the
demolition and state of the site at 2466
Main Street. He talked about the two-
post lift that had been buried under the
concrete slab of the left garage bay and
said the third party had tested and re-
moved 14 yards of contaminated soil. He
said they did additional testing in the
areas below and surrounding the loca-
tion of the buried lift.

Dean explained the lift was taken out
and drained of all the oil, scrubbed and
then recycled. The contamination was
located and encapsulated in plastic wrap
and sealed above grade. Additionally,
there were 55-gallon drums used for the
liquid. Dean said all contamination had
been picked up and sent away for proc-
essing. He explained the contamination
was mostly hydraulic fluid, with a little
bit of cleaning solvent. He went on to say
that at a depth of 11.5 feet the third
party found clean soil and noted that
nothing was found on the side walls.

He explained the silt fence was left in
place until everything was completed,
then removed, and the area was seeded
and hayed to bring the project to a close.

Gary Gulka attended and asked if
any testing results were still pending.
Dean answered that they were still wait-
ing for the actual contamination lab re-
port. The results were reported verbally,
and they are just waiting for paperwork.

Dean explained they had a conversa-
tion with Connor Contracting to keep
them in the loop, and they advised him
to get a “SMAK” letter to ensure all 1’s
are dotted and t’s are crossed.

Dean did not explain the acronym
“SMAK”, but Gary described his under-
standing of the letter. Gary said his fa-
miliarity is from his work on the old saw-

mill site. Gary explained that the state
eventually sent a letter to the owner, and
copied the town, that stated they had oils
in the soil.

Gary also asked about the level of the
water table. Dean said they never hit the
water table at 11.5 feet. He went on to
say that the one thing they did find,
when they pulled the lifts, was a con-
crete vault, elongated shaped like a ca-
noe. He explained the vault was part of
the adjustment apparatus for the lift to
allow for different size cars. He said,
when the lift leaked, it filled up the vault
before it leaked into the soil.

Dean continued his description of the
excavation by describing two floor drains
in the garage bays that were linked to-
gether by pipe and then went out the
back of the house. When the drains were
lifted, concrete was found in them. The
pipe was excavated outside of the foun-
dation and at that point there was still
concrete in the pipe. He said the pipes
emptied into a septic tank with no leach
field. He speculated the tank appears to
have been manually emptied when nec-
essary, and thought when the floor was
refloated several years ago it caused con-
crete to enter the pipes.

Dean explained the tank was lifted
out and scrubbed, then soil was tested
below the tank. He said all the test re-
sults were negative. Dean added that the
only other contamination was from the
buried oil tank, which wasn’t rated to be
buried and had begun to rust. He said
they only obtained half of a 55-gallon
drum of contaminated soil due to the oil
tank.

Towards the end of the meeting, the
committee approved submitting the final
invoice for the project to the Selectboard
in the amount of $24,824. Dean noted
that the original bid on the project was
$39,000, but there was $4,000 in change
orders to bring the total to $43,000. The
committee also approved submitting the
invoice for the third party handling the
contamination for $2736.58, but with the
recommendation that the payment be
held until the paperwork is completed
and reviewed by Gary Gulka.

moved and the bay doors are slightly
different. A stock door will be used to
save cost, which fortunately comes with
more glass to increase the natural day-
light inside the building.

Dean also reported they deleted six
parking bullions at $800 apiece because
the bays are drive-through. He added
that, without the tower, the building can
be pre-engineered, which will save a lot
of money because the engineering is al-
ready completed.

Tricia Scribner, a neighbor to the
property, asked if the proposed building
was being voted on at next year’s Town
Meeting and if there is a backup plan if it
doesn’t pass. Dean responded that the
plan is to put it to a vote next year, and if
it doesn't pass, they will need to figure
out why. Dean explained this is a prime
location, and if it gets voted down, it will
be difficult because there isn’t a secon-
dary site.

Dean outlined the ongoing schedule.
The next step is flagging the driveway
according to the required information
from Vermont AOT and flagging the four
corners of the building.

He added that soil core samples are
needed to determine the required size of
the concrete slab. The amount of con-
crete would be a factor in the cost of the
building. Dean said, if the Selectboard
agrees to move forward, the costs associ-
ated with this could be transferred to the
point of sale if the voters turn down the
proposed building.

Dean said their goal is to get as close
as possible to the actual cost before they
go to the town for a vote so people can
make an educated decision. He expects
all of this to happen this coming summer
and plans to meet with the Agency of
Natural Resources to show the flagged
corners of the building and learn where
the wetlands start and where the build-
ing can be placed upon the property.

Selectboard Happenings

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

Public Safety Building Update -

Site Plans

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

The later half of the Public Safety
Building (a.k.a. Firehouse) Committee
meeting on June 1 concerned plans for
the site at 2466 Main Street. Dean
Deasy referred to a drawing of the pro-
posed building and site and explained
that the proposed curb cut had been
modified.

He said they had previously shrunk it
down, but they are attempting to make
it even tighter to add more green space

between the driveway and the neighbor-
ing residents. Vermont Agency of Trans-
portation (AOT) will provide the mini-
mum width for fire trucks to make the
swing when turning out onto the road.

Dean said the additional green space
would make more room for a vegetation
screen. They are trying to provide an-
other three-and-a-half feet on each side,
on top of the five feet already added with
the previous reduction.

He went on to describe changes in the
building plan. The tower has been re-

At the June 6 meeting of the Se-
lectboard, there were a number of topics
discussed and action taken. The evening
started with a road discontinuance hear-
ing just before the Selectboard meeting.
The hearing started on site at Walbridge
Road and then moved to the Willey
Building for its conclusion. The Se-
lectboard approved unanimously to dis-
continue Walbridge Road from Lee
Blackwell’s farm, at 1233 Walbridge
Road, to its terminus.

The board also discussed the new
town website and were interested in any
feedback that had been received, but
Michelle Leclerc said they had not gotten
any feedback yet.

The Selectboard also approved an
easement for Washington Electric to
erect poles on Dubray Road to get power
out to the residents at the end of the
road. Betty told the board that Chriss
Jennings had signed an easement for a
pole so the project could go forward.

R.D. Eno gave the Selectboard an up-
date on the progress toward a childcare
center in the village. He met with the
Development Review Board (DRB) and
Planning Commission (PC) as a repre-
sentative of the Cabot Community Asso-
ciation (CCA) regarding what needs to
be approved for change of use of the
church basement and use of the school
driveway for a play area. R.D. explained
that two grants have been applied for,
and noted the CCA needs approximately
$61,000 to perform all the operations
needed to open the child care center by
September 30. He explained that the
United Church has agreed in principle to
the lease of the basement, and he al-
ready received a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) from the school for us-
age of the driveway for the play area. He
noted that the school owns all the land
between the church and the high school

building. Karen Larsen asked for a brief
review of the project, the number of chil-
dren, and the cost structure. R.D. didn’t
want to go into costs yet but said there
would be between 12 and 15 children,
dependent upon their ages. He explained
there are higher costs for infants and
lower costs for toddlers.

R.D. also gave an update on the rental
of the recycling building to CVFiber. He
indicated that CVFiber told him the
MOU was acceptable and he was trying
to meet with Justin Tearcot about put-
ting up surveillance cameras. He
thought CVFiber wanted to move in
there before the end of June and he sug-
gested they get in touch with Sid di-
rectly. R.D. said there were two out-
standing issues, how much square foot-
age they are going to use, both inside
and outside. He explained that this is
important because the town would be
billing on a square foot basis.

The board also approved the contract
with Washington County’s Sheriff De-
partment. Betty noted they would only
be sending one patrol car out for the July
4th festivities. The board also discussed
during the “other business” section of the
meeting some questionable activity hap-
pening around the Willey Building. R.D.
suggested the installation of some secu-
rity cameras and expressed that he did
not feel comfortable leaving his car
unlocked in the Willey Building parking
lot.

Karen expressed that there are those
in the community that would be hesitant
to have another set of cameras, and
asked who would do the monitoring. She
asked if there was something happening
at 3:30 in the morning, who would call
the sheriff? She agreed that Cabot is not
immune to some of the problems, but
asked if they actually have a docu-
mented problem? The board did not dis-
cuss the topic further.
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Road Salt Additive

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

At the June 6 meeting of the Se-
lectboard, Sid Griggs, the road foreman
was present to discuss topics regarding
the Highway Department. Sid started
out by explaining the grader had broken
the day before, but they had fixed it that
day. Sid went on to discuss some items
he had been researching.

Sid reviewed his research into a salt
additive mentioned to the board at a
previous meeting. He explained it comes
as a liquid that is a combination of mag-
nesium chloride and molasses. He added
that it is a certified organic fertilizer. He
explained it encases the granules on the
salt and causes the salt to work slower;
normally when you spread salt it melts
and runs away.

He talked with East Montpelier crew
about their use of the additive and they
noticed they go out a fair amount less
since they started using it. They believe

inbox@cabotvermont.org

they save 75 tons of salt a year. Sid said
the additive is $1.75 a gallon, and they
would have to buy a tank for storage.
The additive is mixed with the salt as
they load it, not all at once. He said the
salt is 70% less corrosive on the trucks
with this additive.

R.D. Eno related Sid’s explanation to
the same principle as coating aspirin.
Mike Hogan asked how many gallons
would be needed. Sid said the salesman
thought they would use a tank, but they
need two tanks because it's delivered by
the tractor trailer load.

Karen Larsen asked if Sid had a back
-of-the-envelope calculation on the sav-
ings. Sid responded that salt was $96 a
ton, and the road crew won’t have to go
out as often. He said every fall they get
600 tons. He added that it also creates
less deterioration on the trucks.

Fred Ducharme said that anytime we
can use less salt, it’s a good thing, and
suggested they should try it out.

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

2023.

inspection of taxpayers.

accepted) by the tenth day of July, 2023.

Agreeably to the provisions of Title 32, Vermont Statutes Annotated, Section 4111,
notice is hereby given that the undersigned listers within and for the Town of Cabot,
have this day completed the abstract of property owners as of the first day of April,

The listers have this same day lodged the abstract in the office of the clerk for the

On the tenth day of July, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. the undersigned listers will meet at the
Willey Building to hear appeals of the taxpayers aggrieved by actions of the listers
from whom timely grievances have been received.

To be timely, such grievance must be in writing and received (postmarks not

At the close of grievance hearings, the listers shall make such corrections in the
abstract as were determined upon hearing or otherwise.

Unless cause to the contrary is shown, the contents of said abstract will, for the tax
year 2023, become the grand list of the town of each taxpayer named therein.

Signed at Cabot, in the County of Washington, this twentieth day of June, 2023.
Jeanne Johmson, Jacqueline Lumbra; Brittany Butler
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by Sarah Spletzer

Farmer’s Market 98 S &

on 4th of July

It is July and we are =5
looking forward to the =
Cabot 4th of July pa-
rade!

This year the Har-
vest Hub will host a
Farmer's Market on
the Recreation Field
again. Next to the big
bouncy house you will
find a number of local
vendors that sell fresh food, artisan
goods and handmade wellness products.
The market will start right after the
parade.

During the market we are going to
hand out flyers with a free 6-week mem-
bership to the Hub! When you pick up
your first order from the Harvest Hub
you will also receive a free cooler bag
with your purchased products.

Our regular Harvest Hub Farmer’s
Market is on the 29t of July at our 3339
Main Street location in Cabot. These
regular markets take place on the last
Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. -12

.m.

Both markets make for great oppor-
tunities to buy fresh, local food products,
such as bread, pickles, jams and more!
They are also a great place to buy gifts
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for family and friends! One fun idea
would be to assemble your own picnic
basket and surprise a loved one with a
locally sourced and delicious picnic!

If you prefer online shopping you can
visit our website at www.cabotharvest
hub.org and shop in the nine different
categories: Baked Goods, Bulk Foods -
Tea & Coffee, Eggs and Dairy, Fruit &
Produce, Gardening - Gifts and Crafts,
Health & Wellness, Meat & Seafood,
Prepared Foods, and Specialty and
Added Value Items.

Last month we celebrated our two-
year Anniversary! When we looked at
the numbers, we realized the Harvest
Hub has created over $31,000 of income
for local farmers and artisans in the last
two years. That’s reason to celebrate.
Come and celebrate with us at one of our
markets.

Cabot Harvest Hub

VT Cheese Counc11’s 4th Annual Hunt

Clue Packets will be released July 1:
https://vtcheese.com/hunt/

The Vermont Cheese Council has
announced that July will mark the start
of The Hunt for 2023. On July 1, the
event will launch clue packets for its
fourth year — providing curated "to do"
list of cheese-oriented, outdoor, food and
beverage, history, and art experiences
for both visitors to the state and locals
alike.

The event is designed as a scavenger
hunt in which participants can explore
six different regions of the state, select-
ing region-specific activities and experi-
ences to do — with the end "prize" of po-
tentially winning cheese at the end of
their adventures. "In the last few years,
our cheese prize boxes usually have
cheeses from 5-7 different cheese produc-
ers from around the state, and each box
has included three and a half to four and
a half pounds of cheese. If you love
cheese — that's a pretty delicious win,"
says Marty Mundy, executive director
for the Vermont Cheese Council. "

More than just a cheese lover's adven-
ture, the 10 clues in each region's clue
packet help visitors find things "to do" in
an easy-to-digest format. Tucked into
the event's recommended resources to
find food and farm trails, beer trails,
historic guides, cycling, hiking, outdoor
art installation, and other "experience"
suggestions — are links to over 1000
other non-cheese Vermont experiences
and things to do.

The event was originally designed in
2020 to help both locals and visitors to
Vermont get out and about, have fun,
and get some guidance on "what to do"
during the peak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Since then, the event has grown
and been enjoyed by visitors to the state
when planning cheese lovers' birthday
weekends, honeymoons, and weekend
adventures for Vermont guests.

"We've had prize winners from across
the country," shares Mundy. "Our fur-
thest participants have been, as far as
we know, from Kazakhstan — guests of
Vermont residents who used The Hunt
to help introduce them to the state.”
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Igniting Civic Engagement: Introductions
to CCA’s New Internship Program

A novel program is bringing
interns to an organization near
you!

Recently, the Central Vermont
Economic Development Corpora- [
tion, one of 12 regional develop-
ment corporations in the state,
partnered with UVM’s Office of [
Engagement to stimulate engage- [§¢
ment with rural communities.

This opportunity allows current
students and alumni to connect
with Central Vermont employers
with internships to promote pro-
fessional development with ca-
reer-focused work. This is possi-
ble due to UVM-sponsored work-
shops and wage subsidies, which
ensure interns are financially
capable to take these positions.

This program brings mutual

On June 13th, the CCA’s interns Matt Levy (ILeft)
and Bryce Hird (right) standing in the Cabot
Public Library gleaming with excitement for their
continued work throughout this summer. Both are
looking forward to connecting with you to pro-
mote civic engagement and a better community.
(Photo by Lori Augustyniak)
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Assessing the Respiratory Hazards
of Masks in Vermont

by Amy Hornblas

gain to the interns and the towns
welcoming them. The Cabot Community
Association (CCA) is taking in two in-
terns this summer to promote civic en-
gagement; I am proud to announce I am
one of them.

Bryce

My name’s Bryce Hird, and I at-
tended high school in Northfield, VT. I
recently graduated from UVM with a
Public Communications major, concen-
tration in Media & dJournalism, and a
minor in Psychology. This summer I am
beginning a Journalism graduate pro-
gram through Harvard Extensions.

In my second year at UVM, I worked
for WCAX writing scripts and curated
content promoting civic engagement for
CCTV/Town Meeting TV. Throughout
my final year as an undergrad, I had the
opportunity to work in two unique roles.
One position was as a Resident Support
Specialist at Collaborative Solutions
Mental Health Rehabilitation Center.
There, I was able to learn about the hid-
den hardships of Vermonters. It
strengthened my desire to help people—
especially in the communities that I am
part of.

I also challenged myself as an online
sports journalist at Pro Sports Fanatics,
writing about everything but the game
highlights. It was only a challenge be-
cause, ironically, I do not have an inter-
est in watching sports. So, I will have a
lot to say about how the three-point line
changed the NBA or how a Superbowl
watch party can be illegal: but do not
ask about last night’s game.
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The Cabot Community Association’s headquarters sitting
at the entrance to the town — overlooking the town hap-

. th
enings on June 16",

This summer I will be working with
the CCA to stimulate community in-
volvement through a variety of projects.
With the Cabot Chronicle, I will curate a
host of articles to shed light on different
aspects of the community. Also, I am
collaborating with the Trails Committee
to promote their new trail networks and
engage people to join in the vital work of
supporting the trails.

Matt

Matt Levy is currently a sophomore
Business/Economics double-major with
a minor in Psychology. Growing up in
Westchester, NY, he experienced a
vastly different environment than Ver-
mont. He needed a change of scenery
and found a place that aligned with his
desire for the outdoors. This led him to
combine his love for the outdoors and
business.

One combination of his ambitions was
made with the ski pants brand called
Anytides, where he was a Business
Strategy Coordination Intern. There, he
forecasted the future of the organization,
Initiating conversations with suppliers
and providing insight into strategic deci-
sions.

Another position is as the Community
Outreach Coordinator for Vermont
Rugby, UVM’s Rugby team of which he
is a member. Both opportunities have
been centered around self-starting pro-
jects, cold calling, and building relation-
ships with relevant communities.

Matt hopes to use these transferable
skills and sharpen new ones while work-

ing with the local com-

munity of Cabot on a

. project to connect with
1 local stakeholders. He
will create a business
. directory that aims to fit
the community’s needs.
& He asks that any busi-
ness owner, patron, and
il anyone with input or
Jd questions reach out at
- business@cabotver
mont.org.
| We are both very ex-
cited to connect with the
Cabot community and
hope to see you around
town!

How does the use of face masks and
coverings affect our health? The pan-
demic brought their widespread use
with little or no thought given to the
respiratory hazards of masking, and
those hazards are continuing to cause a
public health emergency. It's time to
assess how the widespread use of mask-
ing has been affecting our health.

The Vermont Emergency Forum to
Assess the Respiratory Hazards of Masks
began the process on May 12 in Burling-
ton’s City Hall auditorium. Presenters
included experts addressing the current
use and effectiveness of masks and the
importance of respiration to all of the
body’s systems, OSHA specialists who
explained our rights and responsibility
to assess the hazards, and business own-
ers, students, journalists, and medical
and legal professionals from Vermont
who have been standing up to protect
themselves and others from the harms
caused by mask requirements.

Here are some quotes from the inter-
disciplinary team of experts who came
from out of state to present at the forum:

“Mask wearing is putting our
kids at risk for chronic respiratory,
cardio-respiratory, stress; for hy-
poxia, which is low oxygen, for im-
paired kidney function and kidney
inflammation... In extreme cases,
usually involving exercise, [mask
wearing puts children at risk for]
the possibility of respiratory arrest,
brain damage, and even sudden
cardiac death. What the hell are we
thinking?” Dr. Christina Parks,
recipient of a PhD in Cellular
and Molecular Biology from
The University of Michigan.

“Tt begs repeating, and with great
emphasis, that every mask you
have ever seen on a child is unregu-
lated, untested, and unsafe, with
zero efficacy, fit, term of wear, or
medical clearance standards. Zero.”
Megan Mansell is a former district
education director over special
populations integration, has a
background in hazardous environs
PPE applications, as well as proto-
col implementation for immuno-
compromised student access under
full ADA/OSHA/IDEA compliance.
She addressed the misuse of spe-
cial education laws to enforce con-
tinuing mask mandates in Ver-
mont schools.

“We are required by law, as In-
dustrial Hygienists, to present risk
reduction methods that provide a
90% reduction rate. So, when you
hear people say.... A little bit is
better than nothing’ we would say
no, in our profession, it is illegal to
implement any control measure
that does not provide a relative risk
reduction rating of 90% or greater.
What does your surgical mask, or T
-shirt provide for you? Nothing.
What does your N95 provide for
you? Maybe 1%. So, we do not im-
plement those controls that create a
greater hazard for a small fraction

of a percent of a protection. That's
insane.” Occupational and Environ-
mental Health and Safety Profes-
sional and Industrial Hygienists
Kristen Meghan Kelly and Tammy
Clark.

Local presenters at the Forum included:

Two Vermont business owners
who stood up to the mask man-
dates. As a result, one was fined
and brought to court by the State,
while the other business overcame
Ben and Jerry’s to become the top
tourist attraction in the state.

Two students shared how wear-
ing masks made them feel unwell,
and how they were similarly mis-
treated by their school administra-
tors when they defended their right
to be allowed to breathe freely at
school. One still has an open court
case which is supported by the Chil-
dren’s Health Defense legal team.

A family physician and respira-
tory therapist who have been
speaking up about the importance
of informing the public of the risks
associated with masks and the im-
portance of protecting respiration,
which is a legal responsibility
known as “informed consent.”

Journalists who spoke about the
censorship around this issue, and
the importance of allowing the pub-
lic’s interest to share the open air-
waves.

Thanks to the generosity of the pre-
senters, sponsors, and other volunteers
who helped make this event possible,
information shared at the Forum is now
available online. Vermonters can learn
to have the courage and confidence to
address ongoing mask mandates at
work, school, and essential services such
as health care settings.

To view these presentations and learn
more, links to The Vermont Mask Sur-
vey Odysee and Rumble pages can be
found at: vtmasksurvey.com.

Gayle Brown, Business owner, Board
member of Vermont Stands Up.

“We valued the creation of an environ-
ment in our small business of no fear
and no judgment for our customers, but
most importantly, for our staff.” Gayle
Brown, one of the speakers at the Haz-
ards of Masks Forum, is applauded as
she explains how her small business
became the top tourist attraction in the
state.
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The Cabot July 4th Rummage Sale Returns!

Donations will be accepted at the Cabot School Gym on the following dates/times:

July 1 -3:10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

July 5 will be a free day, open from 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

All proceeds from the Rummage Sale will be donated to the Cabot
School Activities Fund. Thank you SO MUCH for considering us while
doing your spring cleaning!

We accept donations of clothing of all sizes and types, toys, baby gear,
small kitchen appliances (in working order), kitchen items, dishware,
home improvement items, chairs, linens, movies, housewares, shoes and
more. Books should be donated to the Cabot Library book sale.

We also welcome donations of paper bags that people can use when
they come to shop on the fourth. If you have questions, please reach out

to Lydia Pitkin at cabot4thrummage@gmail.com.

The Rummage S¥E will be July 4 from 8:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.

JULY 29TH
10AM - 12PM
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Cabot Chronicles

July 4 Through the Years

Parley Wheeler stands behind Maurice and Cleora Wheeler as they prepare Betty the
cow for the 1918 July 4 parade. Photo courtesy Cabot Historical Society.

by Amanda Legare

The early years of Cabot's July 4 cele-
brations are reflected in newspaper clip-
pings from those days. In the 1895 July
edition of "Vermont Watchman" readers
were encouraged to celebrate in Cabot:

"Don't fail to go to Cabot village to-
morrow to celebrate the glorious Fourth
of July. The town will be at its best and
intends to entertain everybody in right
royal style. Young America will open the
entertainment early in the morning, and
there will be no lack of amusement from
that time onward."

The local correspondent for the Barre
Daily Times wrote in 1918:

"One of the largest gatherings seen for
several years in Cabot was on Thursday,
July 4, when from all nearby towns and
some from far away came in autos, car-
riages, horseback and on foot to pay trib-
ute and homage to our nation's birth-
day. Although somewhat different in
spirit than in former years, when all
countries were at peace and families
were all united at home, the Fourth of
July was considered a holiday and a
jolly day. This year many families were
broken up by the terrible war, which all
had hoped and prayed would be at an
end, and the boys be home to help cele-
brate the one day of all the year, July 4.

At 10:30 am a street parade was
formed, headed by the Marshfield band,
which marched up Main Street, reach-
ing nearly half its length and encircled
the park, the different societies being
aptly represented. Following the band
were carriages and autos, appropriately
decorated, the G.A.R. [Grand Army of
the Republic], Red Cross, prize calf,
Huns, Studebaker Auto, farmerette
wagon carrying the pig which was do-
nated by two parties, hayseeds, a steer
drawing a young couple, a pony and
young couple and many other oddities.

LO.G.T. [International Organization
of Good Templars] served a bountiful
dinner, donated by the townspeople, in
their hall, to over 300 people, the tables
being tastefully decorated with ferns and

daisies. At 2 pm a few field sports were
carried out, a tug of war, potato race,
etc. At 2:30 the crowd mostly gathered in
front of the schoolhouse to listen to a
message by President Wilson read by W.
Walker. ...[and more political
speeches]...  Following was the sale of
the registered Holstein calf donated by
Angus Smith to the Red Cross. ... Mr.
Ricapy of Danville won the pig which
brought $20.15.

Other proceeds, including those from
selling ice cream, the wild west booth, the
mystery tent, mouving picture show and a
baseball game - $424.08 was donated to
the Red Cross."

-
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The photo of Bill and his dog is courtesy
his daughter - Cheryl Wheeler Baranow.

The July 4 festivities in Cabot contin-
ued expanding and shrinking over the
years, depending upon the national po-
litical situation and local enthusiasm.

For a period of time there was no pa-
rade and then Cabot's Fourth of July
celebration became a fund-raiser for the
PTA. It was that group's responsibility
to raise $800 for hot lunches for Cabot's
students.

(see Through the Years’, page 9)
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Through the Years

(continued from page 8)

Uy 96 S

Dude Thompson and Mule, courtesy Bill
Wheeler's daughter - Cheryl Wheeler
Baranow.

In a 1994 interview Warren Alexan-
der remembered, "Herndon Foster was
the first one that started the Fourth of
July parade business. He was president
of the PTA at the time and he needed to
raise some money. He was always one
that had good ideas."

Herndon was also interviewed in
1994 and he remembered a contentious
situation within the group.

"T became head of the PTA and boy
when I started taking it over, there was
women in there that was really getting
right after each other," he said. "They
was having trouble. I won't name
names, but they was fighting."

Early barbecues were beef prepared
in a pit by Homer Darling in Lower
Cabot (brick house across from Durant
Cemetery).

Warren Alexander remembered in
his interview: "Homer bought rounds of
beef and wrapped them in this and that
and then put a coat of mud over
them. Then he built a big fire and let it
burn down to coals and cover them and
he'd cook them overnight."

Irene Carroll was interviewed in 1995
and she remembered the beef
roast. "They buried this animal in a pit
and roasted it," she said. "Homer Dar-
ling had charge of that and of course
when they dug it up and went to use it
there was a lot of meat on the outside
that was really almost burned. He took
that all off and gave us a lot of that. We
lived on that all one winter; 'twas
good. It was overdone, but it was good."

Herndon wanted to create a field that
could be used for July Fourth as well as
for school sports and there wasn't
enough space on the common. Erma
Perry remembers the area at the north
end of town was essentially a swamp.

OWNED by oyp F
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The Creamery supported the commu-
nity and volunteered to help turn the
wet area into a more recreational piece
of land.

Winton Walbridge worked for the
Creamery at the time as a truck driver.
He remembers hauling load after load of
gravel from East Hardwick to the field

to fill it in. "The Creamery donated
their efforts," he said.
Herndon remembered preparing

structures on the field for July 4 activi-
ties. "We went up there and cut cedar
poles and made places to get under. We
made tables underneath. Everybody
pitched in and worked like hang. We
made a kitchen and we ended up feed-
ing about 800. Beatrice and Leon Perry
worked faithfully every year,"

"The Bellavances came and played
music and we had a stage on the front
side and Dick Sicely and all of them
used to sing and play guitars. We had a
great time," he remembered.

When Homer Darling died, nobody
else knew how to prepare beef in a pit,
so they switched to barbecue
chicken. Initially the chicken was
cooked in Groton by Gerald Morse of
Morse Poultry Farm. He brought the
chicken over to Cabot in boxes, ready to
eat. When he could no longer supply the
meal, community members took over
the food preparation.

This meant building equipment to
cook the chicken. Larry Gochey remem-
bered working in the Cabot Garage with
Bunchie Cookson, Keith Morrison and
John desGroseilliers. "Everybody found
parts. The grates for cooking the chick-
ens were originally used for construc-
tion, to sift sand and keep the stones
out," Larry explained. The racks were
built on wheels and could be flipped to
roast each side of the chickens.

"We bought 600 half chickens from
Buggy Morse (Lower Cabot Store) who
sold them to us at cost. He supplied
anything we needed for cooking at cost,"
Larry recalled.

Jan Westervelt remembered as they
put the chicken on the roasters, they
would line the boxes the poultry came in
with aluminum foil. They would then
put the almost cooked chicken in the foil,
close the boxes and cover them with
tarps. This would cook them slowly and
keep the moisture in. Preparing the
chicken barbecue started at 5 a.m.

Franny Walbridge and her crew han-
dled the rest of the food prepara-
tion. The potato salad was about as
popular as the chicken. They peeled
potatoes July 2 and soaked them in cold
water. They were then cooked and com-
bined with radishes, cucumbers, eggs
and Miracle Whip. Elaine Metcalf made
dressing for a green salad.

A ot of the food was solicited," Linda
Walbridge remembered. "Mothers
whose children had been out of school
for a long time were still very much in-
volved. Many people in town made the
rolls and cupcakes."

The creamery provided butter and
cottage cheese and supplied a cooler to
keep the potato salad fresh. Matt
Parker organized students he worked
with in Northfield to help bring the food
to the field. Franny had one strict rule:
She never started to serve until exactly
12 noon.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

WE WILL BE CLOSED JULY 2ND-8TH
WEEKLY EVENTS

WEDMNESDAYS

CHAIR YOGA Spm-Gpm
THURSDAYS

BINGD Epm-Bpm
SATURDAYS

CABOT HARVEST HUB 10am-1lam

COMMUNITY WALKING GROUP 10am-11am

SPECIAL EVENTS

HARWVEST HUE FARMER'S MARKET an rhe Rec Freld

JULY 4TH 11AM-ZFM
RED CROS5S5 BLOOD DRIVE

JULY 14TH 12PM-4:30FPM
COMMUMNITY DINNER

JULY 15TH 4:30PM-5:30FM
SEMIOR ADVENTURES

JULY 18TH 10:30AM-1PM
HARVEST HUB FARMER'S MARKET

JULY 28TH 10AM-1LFM
MEIGHBORS GARDEMNING GROUP

JULY 28TH 9AM-10:30AM

FOOD SHARE

JULY 12TH 12PM-2PM
JULY 26TH 12PM-2PM

@ MEIGHBORSINACTIONVT.ORG

COMMON SCHOOL

CELEBRATION !
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1868 program, July 4th Celebration, Courtesy Cabot Historial Society

There were many games set up for
children and adults including a dunking
booth and a ring-the-bell hammer
game. Bill Wheeler remembers Carroll
Houghton had a decorated paper barrel
about three feet tall. Children were
given a fishing rod and put them into
the barrel and would pull out a prize.

Over the years horseshoe tossing was
enjoyed on the field and Little League
games were popular played on the Com-
mon. A rummage sale was started in
the "old" cafeteria at the school and then
moved to the Masonic Hall. An auction
was held on the field.

One year it rained the entire day be-
fore July 4 and when the festivities

started it was ankle deep in mud in
places on the field. Soon after that the
structures on the field came down and
were replaced with tents.

The parade and activities changed
every year depending on who or what
groups participated. Erma Perry and
Betty Bolton made sure there was good
participation in the children's parade
and for more than 30 years Eunice Ba-
shaw coordinated the 11 am. pa-
rade. For many years the Tebbetts fam-
ily, the Carpenter family and Ed Smith's
family always put in floats, usually hu-
morous. Walt Bothfeld remembers his
brother Dick in the parade with his
(see ’Through the Years’, page 13)
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Students Present “Senior X” Learning to Community The Crowning Moments of

by Chris Tormey

“Senior X’ is a required course at
Cabot School that gives graduating sen-
iors the opportunity to learn in-depth
about a field or subject that personally
interests them. On June 1, this year’s
Senior X students presented what they’d
learned to the community in a
“TedTalks” format at the Cabot School
Performing Arts Center (CSPAC).

The presentation at CSPAC was the
culmination of a year-long process for
students. Supported by co-teachers An-
thony Christiano and Sonia Scherr, they
spent the first third of this school year in
the “exploration” phase of Senior X: re-
searching and deciding on a specific field
to study. During the second trimester,
students found field work experience (job
shadows, externships, etc) and also
worked on creating a product or service
related to their field of study. Finally,
students spent the last trimester devel-
oping the exhibition of their learning
which they shared with families and
community members on June 1.

After a welcome and a brief overview
of the Senior X course from Anthony and
Sonia, each student at the event next
used slides and a written essay to pre-
sent why theyd chosen the field they
had, what their field work involved, and
what they'd learned from the experience.

Citing a strong interest in biology as
well as a documented goal to be either an
archaeologist or a nurse “when I grow
up’ dating from first grade, Camryn
Hoffman job-shadowed at the Danville
Health Center. In addition to gradually
overcoming her unease around injec-
tions, while there she found that many
patients were challenged with type 2
diabetes and health issues related to
obesity. Using what she’'d learned from a
CCV course in nutrition along with a
lifelong interest in cooking, Camryn put
together a cookbook full of healthy,
budget-friendly dishes and distributed
samples and recipe cards at Cabot’s
Neighbors in Action food share.

Declan O’Connor’s interest in history,
story-telling and recording motivated
him to pursue an in-depth study of Old
Norse poems and stories. Declan ex-
plored the way that the spoken word has
been used for thousands of years to
share our human relationship with and
understanding of the natural world and
those with whom we share it. In his ex-
ternship, Declan worked with Tonio Ep-
stein at the WGDR radio station at God-
dard College, and fashioned a small re-
cording studio in an upstairs closet to
practice reading and recording the Norse
stories at home. After sharing a short
audio piece of one of the poems as part of
his presentation, Declan encouraged
those in the audience to try to speak
their own stories.

Silas Robbins moved with his family
to Cabot at age 11 from a city on the Ore-
gon coast, and introduced his choice of
project by describing how that move had
driven his understanding of the positive
impact that a close-knit community can
have on an individual. After learning
how valuable emergency-service re-
sponders are and how challenging it is
for small communities to meet that need,
Silas chose the Cabot Ambulance Emer-

gency Service as his Senior X learning
opportunity. In describing his experience
over the past year. Silas emphasized
that a huge part of what an emergency
responder does for people is simply to
talk to and reassure them, as they deal
with what is typically “their worst day”.
Using knowledge gained during his ex-
perience, Silas became certified as a Red
Cross instructor and organized and
taught a course in CPR/First Aid/AED to
Cabot School faculty this spring.

From an early age, Wyatt Searles has
enjoyed experiencing Vermont winters
while downhill skiing, and chose to focus
his Senior X research and field experi-
ence on a program whose goal is to allow
individuals with a wide range of abilities
and disabilities to experience that same
excitement and enjoyment. Wyatt trav-
eled weekly to the Vermont Adaptive Ski
and Sports center at Bolton Valley ski
area, joining other volunteers in learning
the techniques needed to allow skiers
with a disability to use equipment
adapted to their needs to safely descend
the mountain. His best moment of the
winter occurred when he was able to
serve as the lead instructor for a young
skier. Wyatt shared his experiences at
Bolton and his learning about adaptive
sports in a talk this spring at the Cabot
Public Library.

Introducing his research and work
experience this spring, Anthony Butts
explained that he’s always enjoyed work-
ing outside and is interested in poten-
tially working with trees as an arborist
in the future. He worked alongside Cal-
vin Alexander this spring, tapping maple
trees and setting up the pipeline system
for sap collection in a sugarwood in
Cabot. Although their syrup production
in this first year was below what they'd
hoped for, Anthony learned a great deal
from the experience. To showcase his
learning, Anthony took photographs this
spring of the different stages of the sug-
aring process, and mounted the photos
along with his written descriptions along
one wall of the CSPAC.

After the students’ presentations,
there was time to walk through and take
a closer look at Anthony’s photos and
writing about sugaring, and finally the
students sat down to take questions from
the audience about their specific topics
and the Senior X experience in general.
There was general agreement that the
process had been both challenging and
valuable, and the support of both their
specific project mentors and their teach-
ers Sonia and Andrew were crucial.

When asked about what they might
give as advice to future Senior X stu-
dents from their own experience this
year, most of the panel mentioned the
importance of choosing a topic of high
interest early on in the year. Wyatt Sear-
les suggested the best combination for a
topic was to choose something you love
that can also help people.

Seven High School Careers

Story and Photos by Sonia Scherr

Cabot School's commencement last
month was both poignant and joyful as
each of the seven graduating seniors re-
flected on their time at Cabot and the
staff members who had made a difference
in their lives. The June 7 ceremony also
celebrated the unique contributions of
each graduating senior, with high school
teachers reading aloud the traditional
"senior spotlights" that capture the spirit
of each class member, and graduation
speaker Linda Savoca sharing warm
words about each senior in her speech.

"Never lose sight of your true purpose,"
she told the graduates. Mrs. Savoca,
Cabot's executive assistant, retired at the
end of the school year. She received a
standing ovation for her 16 years of ser-
vice to the Cabot School community.

The graduates — Neil Alexander, An-
thony Butts, Alexia Churchill, Marc
Ducharme, Declan O'Connor, Abigail
Scribner and Wyatt Searles — were
awarded $378,920 in scholarships. In
addition to the graduates on stage in
CSPAC, principal Rebecca Tatistcheff
recognized another member of the class of
2023, Logan Cookson, who died in 2014.

Top row (left to right) in the photo col-
lage: signing yearbook pages before the
ceremony; class members waiting to enter
CSPAC; and Linda Savoca pinning a bou-
tonniere on School Board Chairman Rory
Thibault, who would present her with the
Cabot Community Award during the
ceremony.

Bottom row (left to right): a graduating
senior watching the presentation of
memories she created; capturing a special
moment after the ceremony; and enjoying

pizza baked in the school's outdoor pizza
oven by school chef Brock Miller.

Cabot School Update

by Rory Thibault

Correction — June Edition Page
10 “Cabot Graduating Class of
1961”

Mary (Bothfeld) Golden graduated
from Cabot in 1942. That was 81 years
ago. Math was never my strong point.

Amanda Legare

May and June were incredibly busy
months on the Cabot School campus.
With multiple exhibitions of learning,
including most notably SeniorX presen-
tations, the academic excellence of stu-
dents was on full display — and Brian
Boyes delivered a final rollicking spring
concert with contributions from the mid-
dle school and high school bands. The
celebrations culminated with the 8th
grade passage ceremony and high school
graduation the week of June 5.

The high school class is an impressive
crew of students — all with post-
graduation plans of work or college — and
the seven graduates are leaving Cabot
with over $380,000 in scholarship
money! The Class of 2023 is truly im-
pressive, and the Board wishes them
well ahead.

Prior to the celebrations and exhibi-
tions, on May 31, the School Board held
a “retreat” at the school to begin laying
out priorities and vision for the next year
and budget cycle. With the changes to
education finance coming in FY25, Cabot
will have greater flexibility to invest in
infrastructure and transition grant
funded positions to permanent positions
without a significant tax impact. The
circumstances are right to finally tackle
some of the deferred maintenance on
campus and to also ensure valuable in-
tervention positions and afterschool pro-
gramming continue.

The Board also heard from an alumni
panel that provided generally positive
feedback on the quality of Cabot high
school education. Cabot’s program was
noted to be excellent in instilling the
adaptability and skills needed to succeed
in college or in the workplace. Areas of
improvement included more time and
depth needed for some classes, for exam-
ple advanced placement and science, and
a greater emphasis on literacy, reading
comprehension, and longer form writing.
Literacy has already been identified as a
focal point for the next academic year.

At a previous regular board meeting,
the Board also heard from parents, stu-
dents, and the administration on cam-
pus culture, discipline, and the way for-
ward on ensuring a successful learning
environment. These discussions paired
well with the concept of alignment — that
is, aligning budget with programing,
infrastructure utilization, and culture.
By passing a budget on time this year,
the School Board and administration
have had the space and time to be more
pro-active than in prior years.

This summer will be an exciting time
of transition, as some beloved faculty
and staff move on to retirement or new
opportunities, and others join the Cabot
Huskies family.

Finally, with my recent appointment
as a Superior Court Judge, my time as a
member of the Cabot School Board has
come to an end. For the past six years, it
(see’Cabot School Update’, page 11)
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has been a pleasure to work with the
faculty, staff and students to improve the
school and adapt to the many challenges
— whether budgetary or pandemic. The
recent retreat has laid the foundation for
some great changes and improvements
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ahead — I hope that the board continues
to think outside of the box, looks to work
more with neighboring schools, and
builds on the momentum of a fantastic
year. Thank you to the voters of Cabot
for your trust in me these past years.

Cabot Youth Council Update

By Laura McCaffrey,
VYP Community Coordinator for
Cabot Afterschool

Through the end of May and early
June, the Cabot Youth Council met to
continue its work developing potential
projects for the Vermont Youth Project
(VYP) grant of $40,000, which Vermont
Afterschool is giving to young people in
Cabot to increase youth friendly commu-
nity spaces. What did the council’s work
look like?

Twice a month, we met for about an
hour in the Willey Building on the sec-
ond floor, in the meeting room with the
kitchen. Anthony Christiano and Sonia
Scherr walked Cabot School students
over to meet me and some homeschooled
students. An average of about 15 young
people attended each meeting.

We started our meetings with general
work and updates. Then we’d break into
three or four smaller work groups, which
spent time on different projects. Some-
times the groups would brainstorm,
sometimes they'd research, and some-
times they’d problem-solve. Much of
their ideas ended up on large sheets of
paper, written in blue or black marker so
everyone participating could easily read
what was written. During one of our last
meetings, a small group and Anthony
Christiano dashed over to the rec field in
the 90-degree heat to measure the bas-
ketball court. They wanted to find out
how much asphalt the court might need
if the youth council decides to fund bas-
ketball court repairs.

At the end of the meeting sessions,
the groups gave each other updates, so
we all would know what work had been
completed. Then Cabot School students
returned to the school with Anthony and
Sonia, while I made sure the
homeschooled students met parents or
caregivers, stayed for library activities,
or left as expected.

Now that summer has arrived, TIll
take all the work that each work group
completed and compile this. T'll finish
some research on each project, as well as
meet with town committees and institu-
tions that might connect to these pro-
jects. T'll also try to schedule a meeting or
two of the Cabot Youth Council, or of the
council’s smaller working groups, to fur-
ther develop a few specific project ideas.
I'm happy to talk to any adults who'd
like to support the Cabot Youth Council
this summer. If youre interested, you
can email me at laura@vermontafter
school.org.

I also want to remind folks that,
though we've received some responses,
we're still surveying homeschooled and
privately schooled students, to learn
about their favorite activities and their
ideas for youth friendly spaces in Cabot.
Homeschooled and privately schooled
students can fill out the survey digitally
with this link: bit.ly/CabotYouthSurvey.
If they’d prefer to fill out a paper survey,
they can do so at the Cabot Public Li-
brary. We've placed a box there for com-
pleted surveys.

To everyone who has worked so hard
on the Cabot Youth Council — Have a
wonderful summer! I'm looking forward
to seeing where this process leads next!

Answer Nature’s Calling: Become a Trail
Steward with the Cabot Trails Committee

by Bryce Hird for
Cabot Community Association

Nestled in the

L.

- " heart of Vermont’s
@ c: ABOT 'h natural wonder is
- & the scenic town of
L1 THMLE Cabot. Amidst the

e tranquil

landscape, a web of
captivating trails awaits your explora-
tion.

The Cabot Trails Committee — en-
trusted with preserving this diverse net-
work — is seeking passionate individuals
to join their team as Trail Stewards. Pre-
pare to embark on an exciting adven-
ture, as we invite you to uphold the trails
that weave through our beloved commu-
nity.

In surveys of the town, Cabot resi-
dents indicated that the trails were their
most valued recreational feature. As a
trail steward, you will embrace the noble
responsibility of safeguarding a vital
component of our town, ensuring the
pristine beauty of the trails persists for

generations to come.

Picture yourself walking the trail in
the mid-morning sun. Fresh dew fills the
air. Attuned to the subtle signs of
change, you notice a freshly fallen maple
branch on the path. You cast it into the
surrounding forest and continue your
walk. Your journey as a trail steward
will be filled with moments of peace, hid-
den gems, and encounters with fellow
nature enthusiasts.

Every adventure will bring its own
share of challenges, and scattered debris
may test your
resourcefulness and determination. Fear
not, as these obstacles are only opportu-
nities to forge deeper bonds with the for-
est and the community around you. Your
watchful eyes and dedication will ensure
that safety issues are promptly reported,
guaranteeing a welcoming environment
for all.

As a steward, your responsibilities
will extend beyond the trails. The trail-
heads and kiosks serve as a gateway to
the natural wonders you maintain. Your
(see ’Cabot Trails’, page 12)

Upcoming Events at the Jaquith
Public Library
Old Schoolhouse Common, 122 School
St. RM 2 Marshfield, VT 05658
For info: jaquithpublicli-
brary@gmail.com 802-426-3581

www.jaquithpubliclibrary.org

Morning Programs with
Nicky Auerbach
for Kids Birth to Age Seven
Six weeks of Fridays
from June 23 to July 28th
Story time and snack at 10:30 a.m.
followed by activities until 12 p.m.
Join Nicky for fun activities based
on the theme, All Together Now!
Wear clothes you don’t mind getting wet
and messy! Nicky has a Master Degree
in education and loves to create fun
learning opportunities for children.

Free Summer Afternoon Nature-
Camp in July!
At the Jaquith with Ange Gibbons
for kids ages 7-11
July 11-July 27: Tues, Wed
and Thurs: 2:30-5 pm

Come join us for Summer fun OUT-
DOORS in the forest, fields, wetlands
and along the Winooski River! Explore
wild places, play games, follow tracks,
cool off in the river, learn outdoor skills,
make crafts, cook wild foods, listen to the
birds, and make new friends! Nature-
Camp is generously funded by the After-
school & Summer Expanding Access
grant. NatureCamp Director: Angella
(Ange) Gibbons: 35-year Nature Educa-
tor and EarthWalk Founder. For more
information & to register, go to:
www.jaquithpubliclibrary.org

Seeking Mentor for Summer
Afternoon NatureCamp
at the Jaquith
Do you love being with kids and
spending time outdoors as well as sup-
porting fun and innovative nature pro-
gramming? The Jaquith Public Library
seeks a dynamic, inspired and caring
nature educator to serve as Mentor for
the Summer Afternoon NatureCamp
Program. The schedule for the position
is: Tues., Wed. and Thurs. afternoons
(1:30-5:30pm), June 27-29 (planning/
training) and July 11-27 (programming).
The Summer Afternoon NatureCamp
is funded by the Vermont Afterschool &
Summer Expanding Access grant.
(program description below)

The Mentor position* is 12 hours/
week at $25 per hour. *The NatureCamp
Mentor position is part of a team, with
the NatureCamp Director and teen MIT’s
(Mentors-In-Training). If this opportu-
nity interests you, please send your re-
sume and cover letter to jaquithpublicli-

brary@gmail.com. Position open until
filled!

Summer Concert Series
Thursdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Come on down to the Old Schoolhouse
Common gazebo for six free summer
concerts! Enjoy great food from local
food vendors, the bake & book sale by
the Friends of the Jaquith and bid on

fantastic items in the Silent Auction.
July 6 Dave Keller Band (Blues) Dave
Keller and his band perform original
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Soul- and Blues-inspired songs through-
out the US and Europe.

July 13_Pointe Noir Cajun band: Ka-
tie Trautz (Cajun) Pointe Noir plays
an uplifting combination of exciting
dance music, country songs, and Cajun
tunes from Lafayette and beyond.

July 20 Old Rocket: Sue & Dana Rob-
inson, Chris Jennings and Kathleen
Moore (Old Time String Band) Old
Rocket 1s a Cabot-based old-time string
band that plays up-tempo, southern old-
time string band music.

July 27 Noah Hahn’s band: Atom &
the Orbits (Early Rock and Roll
Atom & the Orbits is a 2-step dance
band based in Bristol, VT. Lead by bass-
ist-turned guitarist/songwriter Noah
Hahn, their 2020 debut album Let’s
Rock! is firmly rooted in the rhythms of
1950’s early rock & roll.

Summer Fun Nights For people of
all ages:
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Great presenters to amaze and
amuse us all!

Wednesday July 5: Fun and Games:
Enjoy a variety of games and activities
hosted by the Marshfield Recreation
Committee.

Wednesday July 12: MovieTeenagers
(and 2 old guys) go deep into a computer
game to bring their friend home, and
grapple with very complex and uncom-
mon kinds of identity crises along
the way. Crazy fun.

Wednesday July 19: Ahoy, ye land-
lubbers, cast away from these land-
locked hills for an evening of sea shan-
ties and sailing songs. Join Otto Muller
for a family friendly evening of singing
around the fire. Hot dogs and smores
included! Everyone is welcome.
Wednesday July 26: Build A Better
World for Butterflies with Jacqueline
Soule. You can have many butterflies in
your yard if you plant the flowers they
love.You can also invite them into your
garden if you make a feeder for them.
Learn about the lives of butterflies, and
make a feeder to take home!

Free Summer Lunch
Program for Kids
Begins June 19th
through the Summer
Pick up a bag of food for a week’s worth
of lunches at your local library. At the
Jaquith Public Library, Cabot Library
and Cutler Memorial Library. ASpon-
sored by the Onion River Food Shelf and
the Vermont Foodbank. For more infor-
mation call 802-223-6548 or onionriver-

foodshelf@gmail.com.

Read and Win an “All Together

Now” T-shirt, a book and a prize!
Here’s how:
1. Come to the library and sign up to
read! We will give you a reading log and
stickers so you can keep track of your
OWn progress.
2. For every 15 minutes you read, or
you are read to, put a sticker on your
reading log. Jot down the title of your
book.
Earn 25 stickers--WIN a t-shirt, a book
and a prize of your choice.
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Cow Caper Captivates Cabot

From Cabot Town Forest

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>>
Trillium Town Forest
Photo shared by Paul
Wade
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Trillium Town Forest Photo
shared by Paul Wade

CHRONICLE

by Rory Thibault

Cabot Arts and Music Festival praised by Seven Days Weekly as One of
“Seven Offbeat Vermont Summer Music Festivals” that offer something for
everyone.

Cabot; Friday and Saturday, July 28 and 29; cabotarts.org

Besides headliners, Chris Farnsworth of Seven Days weekly notes, “There will also be
a tribute to folk musician Pete Sutherland, who died in 2022, as musicians Patti Ca-
sey, Dana Robinson, Colin McCaffrey and Oliver Scanlon perform a selection of Suth-

erland's songs.”

See ad on page 16
Cabot Trails Committee
(continued from page 11)

stewardship will contribute to upholding

the integrity of these structures. This is
your chance to cultivate an informative
space for people of all backgrounds to
learn before venturing off.

Becoming a trail steward means im-
mersing yourself in Cabot’s natural heri-
tages, weaving your story into the fabric
of the landscape. This is an opportunity
to make lasting change that benefits you,
your neighbors, and all the generations
that will follow.

Another chance for you to do your
part in the community is with the up-
coming Community Work Days. This

will be a great chance to connect with the
town through group work that makes a
difference and will be a sample of the
frequent expeditions of a trail steward.
Keep an eye out for these events on the
Front Porch Forum calendar.

The Cabot Trails Committee eagerly
awaits you to join the remarkable jour-
ney of preservation,
community, and adventure. Are you
ready to answer nature’s calling? Reach
out to lori.cabottrails@gmail.com to join
the Cabot Trails Committee and let the
trails become your sanctuary. Together,
we will create a le

Bryeanne Russillo has lived in Cabot
for nearly two years. Before May 6,
2023, she was best known for her amaz-
ing culinary and baking skills, as well as
running a small animal rescue called
“Nibbles of Love.” However, after May
6, she is now best known for her two
miniature highland cows, Poppy Seed
and Vanilla Bean. These adorable
young ladies were landing at Nibbles of
Love after being taken from a hoarding
situation. Fresh pasture and much love
awaited them at Bryeanne’s place on the
flats.

Bryeanne’s foray into cow rescue was
on display for all to see in the days lead-
ing up to the highlanders’ arrival — she
spent long afternoons and evenings
mastering the arduous art of fence in-
stallation. Her fence lines were precise
and well-constructed... but just a touch
too high to contain juvenile miniature
highlanders. The excitement of having
the highlanders arrive was quickly
turned into a frantic effort to wrangle
the escaped cows back onto her prop-
erty.

Bryeanne struck a strident tone on
Facebook “[w]elcome Poppy Seed and
Vanilla Bean. We have all had a seri-
ously stressful day . . . they are gorgeous
perfect miniature highland cows . . . to-
day has been a perfect storm of catastro-
phe, which is a normal day in animal
rescue . . . and I'll share all details an-
other day.”

That evening, the highlanders were
secured in a large fenced run for
Bryeanne’s rescue dogs, Thunder,
Cookie Monster, and Morgan. Unfortu-
nately, having had a taste of the un-
fenced life, the young and mischievous
highlanders found a way out.

The next morning there was an
empty paddock. Queue the panic.

For the next ten days Cabot was cap-
tivated by updates on Facebook’s Cabot
Connects page, stories exchanged and
reports of sightings traded at the Cabot
Village Store, and many eyes looking for
the wily escape artists up and down the

flats. For Bryeanne there were fits and
starts of hope, bouts of despair, apprecia-
tion given to helpers, and tears of ex-
haustion.

There were foot searches, drone
searches courtesy of Seth O’Brien and
Green Mountain Drone, and a steady
stream of sightings reported publicly on
social media. There were grain buckets
left and the hope that the wayward cows
could eventually be coaxed home -
maybe by August. The searches by land
and air (and by sea if you count the
ponds and water logged land of spring)
narrowed down where the highlanders
were going each day and what they were
up to.

Ultimately, the great Cabot cow caper
came to an end with cowboys — yes, cow-
boys, coming to the rescue and finally
wrangling the young highlanders home.
Donations and pleas for help enabled a
team of cattle dogs and their cowboys to
get Poppy Seed and Vanilla Bean home
— to a newly secured paddock and fence
line.

There have been times in recent his-
tory where cows have probably outnum-
bered people in Cabot. Bryeanne’s ad-
venturous mini highlanders calves re-
ceived well-earned attention and status
as Cabot social media stars. They have
undoubtedly served as a reminder to
many of wayward cows trampling fence
lines to forage for apples in the fall or
clambering out of a pasture and gali-
vanting when a snowdrift lands just
right in the winter.

Before May 6, Bryeanne was not a
cow person — but she certainly is on her
way to being one now. Next time you
head out of town on the flats, look right
and wave to Poppy Seed and Vanilla
Bean who are gracefully keeping the
grass short — and be sure to follow these
ladies and their kind-hearted keeper’s
Nibbles of Love on social media. Anyone
who keeps or has kept cows knows this
will not be the last cow caper for this
crew!
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What’s All the Buzz About?
Cabot’s Pollinator Initiative and How You Can Help

by Bryce Hird for
Cabot Community Association

Amidst the rolling hills of Vermont —
a hidden symphony of life unfolds every
day. The stars of this performance are
none other than the pollinators, and
their story is vital to our community.

When you think of pollinators, the
mind often drifts to bees. You may be
picturing a bumble bee or a honeybee
right now. If you could name five differ-
ent species of bees, I would applaud you.

However, there are far more than five
in Vermont alone. According to the Ver-
mont Center for Ecostudies, there are
over 350 individual species in the green
mountain state, and they believe there
are more to find.

These diligent pollinators are neces-
sary to cultivate the growth of fruits,
vegetables, and other plants in the Cabot
community. The vitality of these re-
sources is exactly why, in the spring of
2019, the people of Cabot declared them-
selves to be pollinator-friendly.

The goal of the pollinator initiative is
simple on paper: commit to avoiding in-
secticide use, avoid planting flowering
plants that require insecticides, plant
more pollinator-supporting species, re-
duce mowing frequency, and plant na-
tive species whenever possible. All of
these objectives aim to increase food and
habitat for pollinators, leading to a more
successful and diverse ecosystem. But
change is hard — and people do not know
where to start.

In a flowering strawberry sits a Nason’s Mining
Bee. Spectating is Spencer Hardy, who led the
Pollinator Walk on June 11 and studies Vermont
bees for the Vermont Center for FEcostudies.
(Spencer Hardy/Retrieved from inaturalist.org)

but some species are better than others.
Many pollinators and flowers co-evolved
to exist together — meaning that it is im-
portant to ensure planted flowers are a
local species. You can find information
on local pollinator-friendly plants at
https://vthishandwildlife.com/learn-more/
vermont-plants/pollinator-friendly-
plants.

An interesting side fact is that bees
cannot see red... so maybe stay away
from those red roses.

A new member of the community,
Soledad, also said she was unaware of
the initiative. She moved to Cabot in
February because she wanted to be in a
place where the global ecological imbal-
ance 1s acknowledged.

Her goal in Cabot is to develop her
property into a sustainable farm with a
garden and animals. Some of the first
steps she has been taking are cleaning
up brush and planting trees; she has no
plans to use insecticides.

She is also considering a no-mow
lawn and will eventually get bees. This
encouraged her to partake in the Pollina-
tor Walk on the Cabot Smith Farm.
Soledad hopes to see the pollinator initia-
tive discussed more and is looking for-
ward to doing more for the pollinators
and the community.

Even Cabot librarian of 14 years
Kathleen Hoyne did not know of the ini-
tiative. However, she is knowledgeable
about the importance of pollinators to
the community and does her part. Each
year Kathleen participates in a national
movement called No Mow May,” when
you get a perfect excuse not
i to mow your lawn.

The goal of this move-
ment is to allow pollinators
time to connect with your
lawn. Dr. Gregor Reid,
Chief Scientist at SeedLabs
says uniting in this cam-
paign creates a huge influx
of pollinators. On his own
property, he even holds off
mowing until July 15,
which he found to be very
effective in increasing polli-
nator activity.

If tall grass is unbear-
able to you, there may be a
better option for you and
the planet. No-mow lawns
are rising in popularity for
their resilience and their
beauty. These lawns use
alternatives to grasses,
which can be visually stun-
ning, require less mainte-

Part of why people do not know how
to start is because they do not know of
the imitiative in the first place. Hidden
on some Cabot websites is the initiative,
but local residents expressed they did
not even know to look.

Johanna Thibault, a local business
owner and community member, said she
had never heard of a pollinator initiative
throughout her seven years in Cabot.
But she appreciates the beauty of the
outdoors and cultivates flowers in her
home garden.

Flowers are important for pollinators,

nance, and are better for
pollinators.

There are many alternative lawn op-
tions to choose from. Moss lawns are low-
maintenance options that prefer shaded,
moist areas. This is great as it provides
space for you and the pollinators to
thrive. While moss lawns themselves do
not provide nectar, they can offer shelter
for ground-dwelling pollinators, as well
as help retain moisture for nearby flow-
ering plants.

Clover lawns are my personal favorite
option — specifically white clovers. They
are native to the area, grow with mini-

mal maintenance, and are a great source
of nectar for pollinators. Creating a wild-
flower meadow with native wildflower
seeds is another great option, however,
may be too long for some.

The goal of the no-mow lawn is to pro-
vide an ample source of food and shelter
for important polli-
nators to the Cabot [l 77
community. Pollina- = ]
tors are vital to the y
community, but £ &
finding the right no- |
mow lawn for your
needs is important.
While it takes time
to figure out these |
lawns, it will save
time, money, and A .
pollinators in the | "% = =
long run. It will also s &
help out the abun-

.
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and hosted the Pollinator Walk. How-
ever, even he cannot escape pesticide
use. His strawberries bring people to his
farm for the annual July U-Pick, where
friends and families can participate in
picking local strawberries. But there is
an enemy of this fun event — lygus bugs.

Captured is a local pollinator covered in pollen from a nearby

dant community of flower on June 11™. Don’t fret, as this pollinator promptly and

local farmers in the
fight to source food
for the Cabot com-

safely returned to its duty to sustain our ecosystem.

munity.

For farmers that actively rely on polli-
nators to cultivate their yield, there can
be parts of the initiative that are difficult
to abide by. Farmers are in a constant
battle against insects that damage their
harvest and their wallets.

Switching farming practices from
mono-cropping, only growing one type of
crop, and using chemicals can be hard.
Mono-cropping can reduce the amount of
diverse habitat and food sources for polli-
nators — which can limit their ability to
thrive. Making the switch can be costly
and take time, but similar to the no-mow
lawns, is better for everyone long term.

Also, farms relying on chemical use
can struggle to transition. While they
want to ensure they have pollinators to
maintain a fruitful yield, nuanced in-
sects are a natural part of the battle for
cultivation. Some crops can succeed
without the use of insecticides, but some
cannot.

Strawberries are an example of what
has difficulty surviving the onslaught.
Richard Hourihan, farmer and owner of
Cabot Smith Farm, values pollinators

Commonly known as the tarnished plant
bug, this insect targets a variety of crops.
On the Cabot Smith Farm — it targets
their prized strawberries. Sadly, the only
way to fight back is with an insecticide:
otherwise, you are likely to lose 60% of
your yield, according to Hourihan. This
is part of why organic produce can be so
expensive.

Hourihan has been farming for over
twenty years, and while he uses pesti-
cides, he uses his cultivated knowledge
to reduce the risk to pollinators. Pollina-
tors are most active from the morning to
the afternoon. He refrains from spraying
until 6 p.m., when pollinators are less
active. This choreographed technique
allows him to still have a strong yearly
yield, while still doing his part of the pol-
Linator initiative. And don’t worry — his
strawberries are perfectly safe to eat and
will be available for U-Pick soon!

The pollinator initiative was a vital
step. Everyone can play a part by talking
about the initiative, converting a lawn,
or planting local flowers to protect
Cabot’s pollinators.

Through the Years

(continued from page 9)

team of oxen. Jim Goodrich remembers
dressing in an Uncle Sam's outfit and
riding a pony in the parade. The folks
from Bread and Puppet Theater joined
in quite early and just as is the case to-
day, some people loved them and some
people did not agree with their politics,
but Cabot's Fourth of July has a great
tradition of cooperation and celebra-

organizers are anticipating a fine turn-
out this July and are pleased that the
Cabot Historical Society will once again
open its doors.

The Cabot Community Association
(CCA) now coordinates the July 4 activi-
ties. Many more volunteers than can be
named here donate their time and tal-
ents to make Cabot's celebration a favor-
ite event that people for miles around
look forward to every year.

For more current July 4 informa-

tion. "We all got along," an old-timer tion, call Lori Augustyniak, CCA execu-
remembers. tive director, at 279-4309 or contact
In recent years the specter of COVID-  Lori@cabotvermont.org.
19 has limited some participation, but
YOUR AD HERE! Its a great way to reach up to
1900 households in Cabot,

Advertising in

For more information, contact us at
inbox@cabotvermont.org

Marshfield, Plainfield, Hardwick,
and Danville! Spread the word
about your product or service
while helping to support a great
community resource.

We can also design
your ads for you.
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Cabot Public Library News

The Cabot Public Library is open!
NEW HOURS! - Monday - Noon - 6
pm. Tuesday Noon - 6 pm.
Wednesday 2 - 6 p.m. Thursday —
Noon - 6 p.m. and Saturday 9 am. -
noon. Curbside library service is still
available during regular library hours.

Join us for a summer full of special pro-
gramming. Programs take place at
the Cabot Rec Field Pavilion unless
otherwise noted. All programs are
FREE! For updates and added program-
ming, check cabotlibrary.com
and FPF.

Summer Reading Program - Come to
the library, pick up your reading chart
and stickers to earn prizes. It's easy! All
you need to do is read or be read to for 15
minutes a day for 15 days. Participants
will earn a T-shirt, book and an addi-
tional prize of their choice! Sign up for
the 1000 page club and earn a free pint
of ice cream from the Cabot Village
Store! Get ready to read.

Family Fun Events - July - Cabot
Rec Field Pavilion

Outdoor Story and Activity Time -
Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. - Noon June 6 -
August 8 - Join youth librarian Amanda
Otto and teens, Camryn Hoffman and
Lorelai Bastress, for stories, songs and
crafts! Stay after for snacks and active
play! Ages Birth to 6 (all are wel-
come!)

Tuesday, July 4 - Friends of the
Cabot Library Book Sale - 9 am. -
Join the Friends of the Cabot Library
and peruse hundreds of books for sale by
donation, before and after the July 4
Cabot Parade. Books will be on the front
lawn of the library all morning. Many
thanks to the Friends of the Library - for
their hours sorting and organizing
books.

Soccer and Ice Cream Social -
Wednesday, July 5 6:30 p.m. - Cabot
Common dJoin Camryn Hoffman and
Lorelai Bastress for fun soccer themed
games and small prizes, with ice cream
sundaes to round out this night of
fun! All Ages!

Seasonal Sing and Potluck with
Heidi Wilson - Wednesday, July 12 -
10:30 a.m. Come sing songs to celebrate
the season together. Heidi will lead the
group in simple, engaging songs that fill
our bodies with harmony! All voices wel-
come. The singing will be followed by a
potluck. It's time to connect with our
neighbors and friends again by sharing
music and food! All Ages!

Dance with Ashley Hensel - Wednes-
day, July 19 - 10:30 a.m. How can we
use movement to collaborate and make
things together? Come explore dance,
partnering, and working together with
choreographer Ashley Hensel-Browning
to explore the summer library theme of
“All Together Now”! This class will use
collaborative play and improvisation to
make dances with each other, exploring
how movement can be used as a source

inbox@cabotvermont.org

CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

of expression, connection, and imagina-
tion. Bring your curiosity and your desire
to move and groove! All Ages!

Music with Fletcher — Lehman &
Geordie Lynd, The Resonant Rogues
and Joe’s Truck Stop — Friday, July
21 7:00 p.m. Rec Field Pavilion -
Three fantastic bands at the Cabot Rec
Pavilion in one unforgettable night — it
doesn’t get any better than this!

Support our Pollinators with Jerry
Schneider - Wednesday, July 26
10:30 a.m. Learn about our local pollina-
tors, featuring bees, bats, hummingbirds,
beetles, dragonflies and butterflies.
These important critters help pollinate
our orchards, backyard gardens, and our
rain forests. How do we build a habitat to
help our pollinators? What time of year
should we mow our fields that are most
beneficial to pollinators? Learn about it,
and more with this fun, educational pro-
gram! T-shirt craft to follow! T-shirts
available to purchase at $5.00 or bring
your own light-colored t-shirt to decorate.
All Ages!

Upcoming Adult Programs
Many thanks to Rebecca Wallick for

organizing a diverse and stellar lineup of
authors for our spring series - Branching
Out Author Talks. Stay tuned for more
info about a new series in the fall.

Yoga for Everybody!Is on break for
the summer - see you in the fall!

Cabot Book/Discussion — Thursday,
July 27 - 2 p.m.. Based on a Real
Life - Please join in for this Book Discus-
sion series co-sponsored by the Vermont
Humanities Council and facilitated by
VHC scholar Mary Hays. The fourth
book in this four-part series is All the
King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren.
Books can be picked up in advance at the
Cabot Library. All are welcome to join in
lively conversation with friends and
neighbors!

Thanks so much to the Library Trustees
for their hard work and support to the
library: Grace Hoffman, Niall
McCallum, Angela Ogle, Kurt Steinert
and Erin Ruddell and our student repre-
sentative, Ila Steinert.

Additional thanks to our wonderful -
brary volunteers: Vicky Palmer, Louis
Searles, Ila Steinert and Spencer Vitale
and Beth Wade. Many thanks to Lorelai
Bastress and Camryn Hoffman for their
hard work helping with programs this
summer. Much appreciation to our li-
brary subs who always go above and
beyond: Grace Hoffman, Anne Miller,
and Christina Sacalis. Special thanks to
the Friends of the Library: Sandy Atkins,
Mary Lou DeLacy, Maria Acchione-
Goodrich, Beth Wade and dJanet
Westervelt. And last but not least,
thanks to Jeannie Johnson for countless
hours managing the Chronicle!

See you at the library!
Kathleen Hoyne — Library Director
Amanda Otto — Youth Librarian
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Joe’s Pond Association members ~

voted to cancel fireworks for & —=x\

&

2023 because of the marked * /7~ 22—
increase in cost for the display. " #

It is not decided if this decision
will remain permanent.

Support vour local news source!
Subseribe, Advertse or Sponsor o Coluonn .,

CH THE CABOT

RONICLE

SUBSCRIBE

for yvoursell or someone out-of-town
SPONSOR
a writer to highlight a local artist
or citizen of note

ADVERTISIE

vour business or event

GABOT GOMMUNITY FUND

Funds Available for Community Organizations

The Cabot Community Fund (CCF) allows the CCA to support
community-based projects and events that further the mission of the
CCA. The CCF is funded by the generous support of the Cabot
Creamery and other donors.

Funds are awarded to non-governmental organizations. Examples
of previous awards include expenses of Cabot Artssponsored
community performances, Cabot Night at Mountaineers games and
Little League uniforms.

Guidelines and application form is available at ....................

https.;/www.cabotvermont.org/community-grant-fund.htm/

CABOT ARTS
SHOW AND TELL

Cabot Visual Arts' Show and Tell folks
will gather in the Willey Building on

Sunday, July 16 at 2:00-4:00 p.m.

FREELANCE WRITERS

Please contact us,
inbox@cabotvermont.orqg or 802-279-6879 .
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“Our Goal Is 100% 802-563-2646
Customer Satisfaction”
T .h“ 471 Hollister Hil MAPLE LANE FARM

\-::_;_,/I Plainfield, Vermont Raw Milk

from certified organic grass-fed A2A2 Jersey cows
- 785 Menard Road ~ Cabot, VT 05647

Paul & Kristine Stecker

psstecker@gmail.com
Green Mountain Eco Floors SERVICES

Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ~Sat 9 a.m—~ 1 p.m.
Or by appointment (802) 454-7301
www.countryfloorsvt.com

.~ Quality - Affordable Local

Natural Finishes
I - Prefinished/Unfinished
Oliver Flooring Sales Installations Cyrus . N
Welters Free Estimates Pond Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M

64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760
Hardwick, Vermont 05843
(802) 472-8400
info@hardwickvet.com
www.hardwickvet.com
Open Tuesday - Saturday

8025955049 KeepVermontGreener.com

" LoCAL RETAIL

o/

HNATURAL FOODS
Tempeh - Miso - Natto

*plant-based protein *

| | COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES o=

ZZ5SREFURBISHED COMPUTER SALES ™
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY
INFO@GREENMOUNTAINDRONE.COM

802-793-1650
Located down the stairs to the left of the Cabot Village Store
GOODRICH’S Walden Heights
Maple Farm Nursery & Oxchard

2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647
802-426-3388
Maple products holiday gift baskets,

Certified organic nursery with a large
selection of cold-hardy, fruiting plants,

specializing in apple trees.
sugaring supplies, tanks Consultations for orchard
Everything for all your sugaring needs & homestead planning

120 VT Route 215, Walden, VT
802-563-3012
WaldenHeightsNursery.com

Cabot Garage, Tne.

3102 Main Street, Cabot, VT 05647

* Blaisdell’s
78 Maple Farm

802-563-6060
2 Gallons and 1 Half $100 ~ 1 Gallon $40
Half Gallons $25 ~ Quarts $15
Pints $10 ~ Half Pints $6

Phone: 802-563-2270

www.cabotgarage.net
Family Owned & Operated Since 1955

e WL - = H‘;

CENTURY 21

Farm & Forest

Derby, VT 802-334-1200
East Burke, VT 802-626-4222
Your dreams ~ Our job
Whether you're looking for a place to live,
work, or play in or around Vermont’s

Northeast Kingdom, you've come to the right

place. With two convenient locations,

our talented team of full-service agents would

be honored to assist you in your real estate
endeavors! Our firm handles Residential,
Commercial, Land, Farms, Waterfront,
Rentals, and Auctions. Visit us online at
FarmAndForest.com

Sunwise Surveying
Specializing In Boundary Surveying
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire
802-426-3025
193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT

HILLTOP
AUTO BODY

Tim and Jennifer Gochey
Professional collision repair.
All insurances accepted
including rental cars
Call: 802-426-3738 or 802-522-7570

Garden Goddess=

Garden Help e Homestead Consulting

Socks Family Farm
Chicken @ Lamb e Eggs
PYO Berries ® Sheepskins @ Farm Stays
Gift Certificates available!
www.socksfamilyfarm.weebly.com
Susan Socks, cabotfarm@gmail.com

802-563-2073

CONTRACTORS LOCAL RETAIL SERVICES SERVICES

WW””

Dr. Debra Sioufi, Chiropractic Physician
Mike Sioufi, Shiatsu Practitioner
Marshfield, VT
802-426-2155
By appointment only

K¥v) REALTY
Commercial ~ Residential ~ Land
802-563-6000

www.harringtonvt.com

“Serving Central Vermont (TR
and the Northeast since 1989” ==

Onion River Well
& Spring Service

Drilled Wells - Springs - Pressure Tanks
UV Systems - Pump Service
Water Conditioning

EMERGENCY SERVICE

P.O. Box 166
Cabot, VT 05647
Office : (802) 563-2112
damien@dunhambrotherspainting.com
www.dunhambrotherspainting.com

Cabot Semor Housing

Cabot Senior Housing

on Glinka Road offers:

- Eight apartments: seven
affordable, one market rate.

- Full kitchen, living room,

HILLTOP
YOUR
SELF STORAGE RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE
. EXPERTS
g R e S 5022200339
l:.'lIILIng-d com
T eomectons | SHPLE INNoVAnoNs\[[&
Camping NATHAN SMITH
/ Pottery 8029171662 Cabot VT
Mas=zade
Gardens "

B2 917 - BRE3

Back Roads Farm, LLC  Cabot

Certified & Insured
# § " i "&
) & (¢ )

Ul Nl ™ kin 4 bath, dining area, one or
, {! “l’ u I i J&_ lhh I.' . two bedrooms, deck or
! porch.
Solarium, large common area with deck, laundry, bathroom, kitchen,
function area.
Mail delivery and trash and recycling pickup.
Free parking, garden plot and storage unit.
Support services in Central VT help residents maintain independent
living.

Cabot Commons is managed by the Downstreet Housing & Community
Development. Applications are available at www.downstreet.org or call
802-476-4493.

Cabot Senior Housing is fully occupied but maintains a wait list. Ap-
proved applicants are not committed to moving in when an apartment
is available. Applicants maintain their wait list position through three of-
fers of open apartments.

Feel free to contact local board members, Judy Pransky at 563-2730
or Susan Carpenter at 426-3331 for more information.
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Communlty
& since 2004

j - Help Us Buy Our Building \
~ www.NeighborsinActionVT.org

JULY 28TH & 29TH

CAB UT ARTS Info and Tickets at
AN D . MU S I C _ www.Cahot Arts.org

CXRTRR *“wm«w*_,U A 'ui=11T? rFBH
KATE CAMPBELL VANCE GILBERT - MODERN TIM%S THEATER

FOR THE LOVE OF PETE - THE LARKSPURS - CAJUN AND CONTRA DANCES
LABYRINTH WALK - FOOD TRUCKS - CRAFT VENDORS - KIDS ACTIVITIES




