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Cabot Flood Resilience Task Force’s
Tributary Study Kick-off Meeting

On Wednesday, September 18, about
20 people attended, along with 10 others
who were presenting information or
helping with the study kick-off meeting.
Gary Gulka and Mike Hogan provided
background on the efforts and outreach
the town has undertaken since the July
10, 2023 flood, including the After the
Flood Commemoration event sponsored
with the library on July 13.

FEMA funding is supporting this
study of the two tributary streams that
devastated Cabot village during that
flood, which wasn’t the first time this has
happened. So far, the state has offered to
cover the usual local match for the FEMA
funding and the Vermont Community
Foundation granted funds to support our
public outreach effort. The tributary
study is just underway, and the consult-
ants’ remarks and suggestions at this
meeting were preliminary observations
that will be refined after their modeling is
done. It was also noted thata buyout
application for the garage has been sub-
mitted in the event it is needed.

Doug Osborne and Roy Schiff, of SLR
Consulting, provided a visual tour of the
tributaries’ physical characteristics, start-
ing with where they meet with the Wi-
nooski River in the village and moving
upstream.

Major points made:

The opening for the northern tributary
through the Main Street bridge is more
narrow, by a several feet, than the
stream channel just above it. The chan-
nel is even wider a little further up-
stream, by 10-20 feet. There’s a lot of
downed wood in the channel, with large
wood jams holding back a lot of cobble,
silt and woody debris, but the jamslook
relatively stable.

Where the southern tributary flows
around and under the Cabot Garage, the
dual culvert is problematic — much too
small, with hard “armoring” of the banks
on both sides of the channel.

Walking upstream, much of the
streambed 1s stable, worn down to the
bedrock in many places. There are big
changes about 750 feet upstream of the
Willey Building, with piles of both wood
and sediment threatening the village.
Like the northern tributary, the channel
1s much wider above, than it is next to
the Willey Building. A 1/2 mile above, the
channel is 17 wide. The narrowing of the
channel, the slope and hardening of the
banks, adds velocity and pressure to the
streamflow.

The southern tributary has a deep gulf
area of mass slope failure, the steep sides
of the streamside cliffs having a 30+ foot
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drop-off to the stream. This area has sup-
plied some of the piles of tree trunks.
There are 1000’s of cubic yards of sedi-
ment up there, threatening the village.
There are some large trees that have
fallen across the channel in positions
where they are unlikely to move and can
act as traps for debris from above.
Questions:

e The answer is “yes”, on whether the
piles of sediment and trees should be
removed, where it’s possible to access
them.

Mike Cookson asked why the culvert
replacement after Irene wasn’t de-
signed large enough to handle the
flow under the Garage. Has some-
thing more been learned about coping
with the floods? Doug explained the
amount rainfall received on July 10,
2023 was much more than in the
floods of 2011. Also, the split culvert
and angled design of the new culvert
prevents debris and flow getting
through. And, a key point is that the
state wasn’t requiring that bridges
and culverts meet “bank-full size” at
that time, and does now.

Amy Hornblas asked about how to
keep up with the bigger storms. How
do we decide how big to go? There’s no
solid answer for that, but the consult-
ants described how they’ll construct a
model based on the hydraulic and
hydrologic characteristics they're
mapping of the two streams, which
will allow them to run different storm
numbers, and different solutions, to
see what the flood results might be.

e Dan Dunham spoke to the larger, full
trees he witnessed coming down-
stream during the flood, in a“wall of
water. The force is incredible when it
lets go”. The damming by roads and
bridges are a huge problem. Doug
Osborne answered that the struc-
tures have to be big enough to handle
it and not create dams. Dan is wor-
ried about leaving any of the big trees
in the channel.

Doug Osborne reviewed possible solu-
tions, with Vermont examples they've
designed and seen implemented:
Replace the two culverts currently
under the Garage with one much lar-
ger structure

Downstream, possible flood walls on
the back side of Main Street, such as
has been built in Middlebury

Remove the debris jams hanging
above the Willey Building currently

(see ‘Cabot Flood Resilience’, page 13)
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Cabot High School Potential Merger

by Ellen Cairns,
Cabot School Board Chair

The Conversation Continues

In the months leading up to Town
Meeting Day last year, school board
members heard from many community
members about their views on the school.
We promised to continue the conversa-
tion this year, and to that end, we have
formed a Sustainability Committee made

up of parents of Cabot students, parents
whose children do not attend Cabot
School, teachers, community members
without children, and two members of
the School Board. This committee has
hosted two community forums and is
planning a third for early November. The
topic of the third forum will be a potential
merger of our high school with Twinfield.

(see ‘Potential Merger’, page 2)
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CABOT CANDIDATE FORUM

House of Representatives Candidates Greg Burtt and Tom Ziobrowski

“Pizza & Politics™

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
6-8 pm, Willey Building third floor

Gather with light dinner finger food - munch & mingle
Open forum, introduce candidates

5/5/5 - 5 minute question developed and introduced by
Cabot organization, 5 minute answer from each candidate:
Flood Resiliency Task Force

Planning Commission

5 min candidates wrap-up
Closing statements from town clerk about general election

Register to vote onsite
The forum will be recorded and posted on CCA & Cabot Chronicle websites

We Have a Choice

by Jeanne Johnson

“In more than a third of house races
this fall, voters will have only one option
on the ballot.“ Sarah Mearhoff, VIDig-
ger, September 5, 2024.

In our Caledonia-Washington District,
we are fortunate to have a choice of two
candidates to represent the citizens of
Cabot, Danville and Peacham in the deci-
sions being made in Montpelier that af-
fect us all. Both candidates (who are
much-appreciated advertisers in the
Cabot Chronicle) have agreed to partici-
pate in a Cabot forum on Thursday, Oc-
tober 17, 6-8 p.m. in the Willey Building.

Sponsored by the Cabot Chronicle and
Cabot Community Association, the fo-
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rum will open with a meet-and-greet
over pizza and finger food. Each candi-
date will then have the opportunity to
respond to one question each from
Cabot’s Flood Resiliency Task Force, the
Planning Commission and the School
Board. Following that, the audience will
field their own questions to the candi-
dates before the town clerk outlines plans
for voting.

This is an opportunity to share your
thoughts with the candidates and deter-
mine who most closely aligns with your
views before choosing which box to check
on the ballot.

Qualified individuals may register to
vote onsite and right up through election
day.

Selectboard & Schoolboard: Pages 5-6
Business Directory:

Page 15
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Potential Merger

(see ‘Potential Merger’, page 2)

Before anyone gets alarmed, we want
to be very clear that a merger will only
happen if a majority of voters in both
towns support it. Neither the committee
nor the board are trying to push this
through - we are doing what we told
community members we would do - have
difficult conversations about the future of
Cabot school. We are hoping for reasoned
discussions- with the understanding that
some people have strong views and emo-
tions on the subject. We believe we can
have open dialogues and hopefully come
to a consensus on what is the best path
forward for our town and our students.

Next Year Will Not Be Easier

In a recent letter from the governor
(shared in this Chronicle) to school lead-
ers, Governor Scott said we could expect
another difficult budget year: Because
$69 million of one-time money was taken
from the education fund this spring to
buy down property taxes, there is al-
ready a large financial gap going into
next fiscal year. Additionally, health in-
surance costs for educators are likely
going to rise again this year, which will
put more strain on the ed fund. Just
those two factors could increase property
taxes an average of 7 percent next year
— even if school spending stays flat. Gov-
ernor Scott encouraged school boards "to
consider all options to contain education
spending growth" this year.

We need to be having these difficult
conversations now. Before we know it, it
will be time to vote on a budget again.
We are so grateful to the voters of Cabot
for supporting the school budget last
year, and we know we can’t continue to
present budgets that will result in ever-
higher property taxes. That is not sus-
tainable.

So, what are the options? In the past
when we couldn’t pass a school budget,
one solution was to cut music for the ele-
mentary grades. Cutting any of the arts
seems like a terrible thing- so what are
the other options? In this article, we will
present what we see as the pros and cons
of merging with Twinfield at the high
school level, or possibly looking at merg-
ing grades 7-12, with the Twinfield 7th
and 8tk graders coming to Cabot for those
two years. We heard loud and clear last
year that our 7th and 8t grade program
is extremely popular, and we do not
want to lose it.

Preserving Morale

Before we get into the pros and cons of
the merger, we also want to say that last
year was a very difficult one at Cabot
School, with some teachers being unsure
if they would be losing their jobs if the
school choice vote passed. We don’t want
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to bring about low morale - the school
year is off to a great start and we want to
keep that great energy going strong. So -
just to be clear, no one is talking about
reducing staff. But how would the
merger save money if we didn’t cut staff,
you say? It's possible that staff numbers
would be reduced through natural attri-
tion, and there could also potentially be
some changes in assignment, which is
very common in schools these days with
the teacher shortage throughout the
state. Even if all teachers kept their
same positions, there would still be some
immediate cost reductions as well as
longer-term savings as we right-sized the
faculty over time through attrition or re-
assignments. We have wonderful, caring,
skilled teachers - we value them and do
not want to lose them!

Pros & Cons

So, now - here are the pros and cons
that we see in a potential high school
merger. There are likely others, and we
look forward to your participation in the
community forum next month, and if you
can’t attend that, we will certainly pro-
vide many opportunities for you to ask
questions and provide your input.

Pros:

e More social opportunities

e More course options/academic oppor-
tunities

e More extra-curricular opportunities

e Cost savings

e Could reduce competition for teachers
and make it easier to hire when we
need to

e Kasier to participate in sports since
many of our merged teams meet at
Twinfield now

o Still small enough to not ‘fall through
the cracks.’

Cons:

o Longer commute

e High School students not able to work
with younger kids in Cabot as easily,

e High School students not in town to
participate in community (FD, Ambu-
lance...)

e Fewer people in town during the day
could impact local businesses

One question that has come up al-
ready is “What about Danville?” At this
time, we have heard from the chair of
that school board that the community is
not interested in merging. However, they
have facility issues of their own, and who
knows how their views might change as
budgets continue to rise. We are keeping
them in the loop and will invite them to
participate in the soon-to-be formed
study committee.

Next Steps

Forming an official 706b Study Com-
mittee is the next step in this process.
The committee will be comprised of rep-
resentatives from Cabot and Twinfield

and will study the issues and make rec-
ommendations to the two school boards.
If the committee recommends a merger
and both boards vote to accept the rec-
ommendation, then it will be on the bal-
lot for town approval. If you are inter-
ested in serving on the committee, please
contact Ellen Cairns at ellen.cairns@
ccsuvt.net or call 802-343-7956.

We thank you in advance for your
thoughtful participation in this process.
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We know that whatever the outcome 1is,
it won’t please everyone, but if we can
listen to each other, respect different
points of view, and realize we all want
the same thing in the end - the highest
quality education for our students at a
cost our taxpayers can afford - we can
come together to figure out how to
achieve our goals.
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CCT Spring Show: The Music Man!

by Karen Mueller-Harder
Cabot Community Theater

gV

Cabot Commu-
nity Theater 1is
thrilled to an-
nounce that our
spring 2025 show
will be The Music
Man! We chose
this delightful mu-
sical by Meredith
Wilson for its great music and entertain-
ing dialogue, combined with a large
number of fun lead roles for all ages, as
well as rich performing opportunities for
ensemble performers.

We are now looking for some key peo-
ple to make the dream a reality! First
and foremost, we are seeking a Director
or Co-director, who has had some experi-
ence directing, and enjoys working with
people of all ages and levels of experi-
ence, supported by an experienced Music
Director and an organized Producer. If
you don’t have directing experience, but
would like to learn those skills, please
reach out about being an Assistant Di-
rector.

CCT is also hoping to have some Ap-
prentice Choreographers, of any age,
with dance experience, who would like to
have the opportunity to plan and teach
the choreography for one or more musi-
cal numbers, with guidance. If you have
choreography experience, and are inter-
ested in being the lead Choreographer,
we'd love to have you take on that role!

HAZEL M. GREAVES
INCOME TAX &
BOOKKEEPING

SERVICE

802-563-2332

2010 BAYLEY HAZEN ROAD
EAST HARDWICK VT 05836

We also need a Set Designer, a Props
Coordinator, a Stage Manager, an Assis-
tant Producer, and people to help with
sets, costumes, props, lights, and public-
ity.

CCT welcomes people of any age to
participate at a level appropriate to their
experience and motivation--over the
years we have supported teens and even
younger people to take on responsibili-
ties including lighting and set design,
stage managing, directing, and music
directing, and consider nurturing their
leadership skills part of our mission.

If you are interested in any of these
positions, please email the Producer
(Karen Mueller-Harder) at
karen@praxisworks.org or 802-793-
5617.

Performance dates have not been
determined as of press time, but will be
sometime in April or May, with audi-
tions in December or January. If you
are interested in performing, watch the
Cabot Chronicle or Front Porch Forum
for audition dates and information!

Cabot Community Theater has long
had a mission of being welcoming, sup-
portive, and inclusive, and we have a
great time while producing high-quality,
affordable local theater. We like to in-
volve people of all ages and levels of ex-
perience so that we all can learn from
each other. More than 400 people (so
far!) from Cabot and nearby towns have
been involved in our productions, includ-
ing adults, kids, and teens, and we're
thrilled to be supported by this commu-
nity!
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COMMUNITY COMMENTARY
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The views, opinions and information expressed in the Community Commentary (LTE),
are solely those of the writer and not necessarily those of this newspaper or its affiliates.

Introducing Myself

To the Editor:

I write in an effort to correct some
errors in the latest Chronicle and to in-
troduce myself to the town.

In covering the August 6 Selectboard
meeting, you state that “when the
(wastewater) system was put in place (in
2001) his house (referring to my summer
house) was beyond the distance for
homeowners to be included in the origi-
nal system installation and therefore his
house wasn’t hooked up”. Two separate
houses are involved. The article does not
distinguish this.

My summer house, 42 Elmridge
Road, the structure I am seeking assis-
tance for today, did not exist in 2001. I
built it in 2004. In 2001, I was still living
at my year-round house at 329 Elm
Street, (just beyond where my summer
house is located). That house was being
constructed at the same time that the
sewer proposal was being discussed (a 13
-year long process). Years went by with
no resolution, so, eventually, I put in my
own septic system. Further, 329 Elm
was the last house on Elm Street and
would have required an additional
pumping station. It was for THESE rea-
sons I was not hooked up.

My summer house (42 Elmridge
Road) was built in 2004, long after the
free hookups were provided. It is also
located just beyond the 200" mandatory
hookup zone. It is this house for which I
am now asking the town’s financial help.
The existing water line is 100’ away and
the existing sewer line ends just 50’ short
of my driveway, roughly a 300" extension
in toto. Unlike at my former house, my
summer house can be served by gravity
with no pumping station required. I
hope this clarifies.

I have lived in Cabot for nearly 40
years. I moved here only as a result of
ruinous adverse development across the
street from my former home in Montpe-
lier. This wiped out the value of the
work I had done in completely renovat-
ing that 1845 structure. Therefore, upon
its forced sale, I could no longer afford to
live in the capital city and moved to
Cabot. This move happened to coincide
with onset of Creamery warehouse con-
struction, the further proposal for a pro-
pane fired generating plant 500° away
and — a year or two later — the onset of
the sewer project, whose preferred dis-
posal site was my newly acquired prop-
erty. In reaction to all three of these pro-
jects, all adjacent to, or upon my prop-
erty, I was seen as this new and un-
known person in town, the proverbial
“flatlander” “not in my backyard” kind of
pest, upsetting to local and Creamery
officials.

So, subsequently, I have had to keep
to myself. Very few people in Cabot
know me: a person who does cutting
edge research on reform of the American
economy, particularly with regard to its
post-industrial and nonmarket elements.

While here, however, after removal of
these threats, I have developed my prop-
erty and added many thousands of dol-
lars of NEW tax dollars to the town’s
coffers. At the same time, as a single
person, located close-in, I have not
caused the town a single dollar of added
expense.

There is a growing awareness of the
burden of the sewer fees and the need for
additional hookups, an awareness that
has the attention of several of the town’s
current officials. As a former employee of
Central Vermont Regional Planning
Commission, I am in accord with this
need and urge that it be taken seriously.

Thank you for your attention.

Fred Jagels

HILLTOP AUTO BODY

TIM and JENNIFER GOCHEY

Ewaic

Professional collision repair, associated with all insurance companies,
we'll handle your claim from start to finish including rental cars.

802-426-3738 or 802-563-2377

CABOT ARTS SHOW AND TELL

Cabot Visual Arts' Show and Tell folks will gather
in the Willey Building on

October 13,2024 , 2 p.m.4 p.m.
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Sandra J. Noyes

Sandra Jeanne Noyes, known to
many as Buckwheat, a name lovingly
given to her by her sister Brenda.

Sandra graduated from St. Johns-
bury Academy class of 1969. She worked
for the State of Vermont joint fiscal office
for 25 plus years. After retiring Sandra
worked at the Heath Center in Plain-
field and volunteered at the Cabot senior
meals. She was very active in the Cabot
Church and community. She enjoyed
kayaking, camping and her yearly
"Sisters" trip to Maine.

She will be greatly missed by her
daughter Stacy Placey, grandsons, Tyler
Placey-Noyes (Heather), Cyrus Bowen,
sister Claudia Kay (Michael), brothers,
Dwight Noyes (Martha), Bradley
(Elaine) and many other friends and
family.

She was predeceased by her parents,
Margaret (Platt) and Arthur Noyes, sib-
lings, Albert Noyes, Brenda Robertson
and Monica Noyes.

There will be no calling hours. Dona-
tions may be made to The American
Cancer Society.

Mary L. Shatney

= It is with great
I sadness that the chil-
S dren of Mary L.
| (Foster) Shatney an-
nounce her passing
' on August 27, 2024,
with her children by
; her side.

Mary was born April 16, 1942, to
Harry and Ida (Woods) Foster. She mar-
ried Bernard “Bernie” Shatney of Cabot
on dJune 15, 1963. Their daughter
Tammy was born the following year as
well as daughter Terrie a year after that,
both in New Britain, Connecticut. After
returning to their hometown of Cabot,
their son Monty was born.

Mary was a kindergarten teacher’s
aide for several years where she and
teacher Nancy Deforge became best
friends. They continued to meet every
summer with another dear friend, Mar-
tie Mazza. Living in Florida did not keep
Nancy from getting together, sharing
memories, laughter and hugs.

In 1977 she began working for her
brother Calvert Foster as he started his
company which is now known worldwide
as Caspian Arms. She was very proud to
work for her brother Cal until 1999.
Later in life Mary decided to take early
childhood development classes at CVCC
and later started her own daycare at her
home in Cabot. For seven years she felt
so blessed. She enjoyed watching “her
kids” grow up into fine adults. Two of her
very special ‘kids” Kyle and Alisha still
stopped in and visited with her and
Bernie.

Mary served as secretary to Cabot
PTA, also secretary to Cabot Skylighter

Snowmachine Club and served on the
Cabot School Board for three years. She
was a proud member and secretary of
the Order of the Eastern Star where she
recently earned her 50th year pin. Mary
was a member of the Marshfield Meth-
odist Church, making many lifetime
friends there.

Mary leaves behind her -children;
Tammy (Leon) Turmel of Burke, Terri
Shatney of Cabot, Monty (Janet) Shat-
ney of Woodbury, and her grandchildren;
Kristina (Mark) St. Hilaire of North
Carolina, Monica (Wesley) of North
Carolina, Elizabeth Shatney of Hardwick
and William (Megan) Shatney of Hard-
wick. She is also survived by great
grandchildren; David and Matthew St.
Hilaire of North Carolina, Saphria and
Riley Vigeant of North Carolina, Remick
Forant of Hardwick and Oliver Shatney
of Hardwick. She also leaves behind her
special friends Kyle (Lexie) Celley and
Alisha (Jordan) Hale. They brought so
much joy to her and papa’s hearts and
lives.

She was predeceased by her husband
Bernard “Bernie,” her parents mom and
dad Foster, her in-laws mom and dad
Shatney, two very protective brothers
Cal and Nookie Foster and granddaugh-
ter Abbey Turmel.

Calling hours were held September 13
at the des Groseilliers Funeral Home in
Hardwick. A graveside service was held
Saturday, September 14, at the Durant
Cemetery in Cabot where she and her
beloved husband, Bernie, are buried.

Arrangements were with the des Gro-
seilliers Funeral Home. Condolences and
memories of Mary may be shared with

her family at dgfunerals.com.

October 11 Community Contra Dance

by Karen Mueller-Harder

Kick off the long weekend by coming
to the Cabot Community Contra Dance
on Friday, October 11, featuring the
wonderful calling of Don Stratton, of
Bristol, VT! The dance takes place in the
lovely third floor space in the Willey
Building (Cabot Town Hall, 3084 Main
Street), from 7-9:30 pm. Live music is
provided by a great group of local musi-
cians--feel free to just come and listen if
you prefer!

Everyone is welcome, and anyone can
dance with anyone, generally changing
partners with each dance. You can come
to the dance alone, with a friend or
sweetheart, or your whole family! All
dances are taught, but if you've never
been to a dance, you are encouraged to

arrive right at 7:00, as we will start with
the simplest dances, and then well build
upon what you learn throughout the
evening. No special footwork is needed,
and the dances are easy to pick up, and
are taught by the caller for the evening.

Admission is on a sliding scale, $5-10
suggested, but nobody is turned away for
lack of funds! Bring your water bottle, or
water and cups will be provided. Masks
are welcomed but not required, and we'll
have the large windows open for fresh
breezes.

We will have an afternoon family
dance in November; the date is still to be
confirmed as of press time, but watch
FPF and the November Chronicle for
more info!

Hope to see you at the dance!

Cabot Historical Society

4

Hazardous Tree Being Removed at Old

School House.

CHRONICLE

The Cabot Historical Society build-
ings are a wonderful resource. They are
filled with objects that each tell a story of
those who have gone before us, in some
cases they are the last things we have to
prove they lived & worked here. These
collections exist because of a common
goal to preserve this record of people’s
lives, hopes, dreams & accomplishments.
We have everything from photo albums
to military uniforms & war memorabilia
to wedding dresses of some of our Cabot
ladies. Everyday implements so com-
mon in days gone by are quite the curios-
ity for school groups who have never
seen anything of the sort.

Keeping everything organized, clean
& available for display takes time, effort
& hard work.

Recently, many members of the soci-
ety are stepping up to serve in a wide
variety of areas: Membership, Building
maintenance, fundraising, community
outreach, & much more.

The West Hill Schoolhouse has had
some trees removed that were threaten-
ing the building and the Cabot school
high school students held a class there.
It was a great experience for them to
learn how all the grades attended in one
room. One of the items of interest was
the common water bucket and dipper
that all drank from.

Erma Perry recently donated the
Cabot Inn sign that hung on her garage
for years. We will be putting that up for
display soon.

All are welcome to visit the buildings
by appointment. At times we have
members working in the Main Street
building so if you see the door open and
the flag out feel free to stop in and
browse the photo albums and other col-
lections. Genealogical research is on the
forefront as well, as we want to begin
compiling the families of the first Cabot
residents and build on that to make it
easier for all to trace their roots.

Consider becoming a member of the
CHS and be a part of preserving Cabot’s
past. Annual memberships are $10 and
lifetime memberships are $50. We
gladly accept donations to assist in the
work of preservation.

Respectfully,

CHS board members: Ruth Goodrich,
Brittany Butler, Marcy Martin & Seth
O’Brien

CABOT
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Through The Cabot Chronicle, the CCA promotes their mission to enhance the quality of community life for those residing, doing business, and visiting
Cabot, VI. One aspect of that mission is to empower Cabot residents to participate in the governance and management of our town.

The Chronicle is dedicating a staff writer to cover selectboard and other meetings, for the purpose of keeping community members informed about issues
discussed at meetings they might not be able to attend. Most meetings are available via Zoom for those who would like to listen in person. Instructions for
Jjoining meetings virtually through Zoom are posted regularly on Front Porch Forum, or you can call the Town Clerk's office for details at 563-2279. Digital
Recordings of selectboard meetings are available on the Town website, CabotVT.US by clicking on "Selectboard Meetings.

SELECTBOARD UPDATES

Emergency Response Incident

|by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer |

The board submitted a letter regard-
ing correspondence they received from
Cabot Ambulance during “Other Busi-
ness” at the September 3 board meeting.
There was no discussion of the topic, and
all of the members of the board were
listed as signatories. Mike Hogan asked
the board for concurrence to include the
letter in the minutes.

Since the topic was not on the agenda
one can only assume that the parties
involved were unaware the topic would
be discussed and were not present at the
meeting. At the following meeting on
September 17, Jean Goodrich, a member
of Cabot Ambulance, responded to the
selectboard letter during public com-
ment. At that meeting Chief Deasy was-
n’t present.

On September 3, Mike stated there
had been a couple of notes back and forth
between Dean as the Fire Chief, and
Jenn Miner as the President of Cabot
Ambulance. He also pointed out that a
few people with the state had been on
copy. He said the board was concerned
about the tenor of the emails going back
and forth, and the board wanted to sub-
mit to the individuals on copy supporting
Dean Deasy and his work. The board
approved adding the letter to the min-
utes.

R.D. read the letter to all those pre-
sent, and the contents of the letter can be
found with the minutes for the Septem-
ber 3 meeting at Cabotvt.us. What fol-
lows is a summary of the letter.

The letter starts by stating the board's
full faith and confidence in Chief Dean
Deasy’s professionalism, leadership, and
adherence to EMS protocol. The letter
goes on to say that a review of the SI-
REN data does not support Jenn’s ex-
perience at Cabot Creamery on a recent
call where she reports Cabot Ambulance
was greeted with surprise upon arrival.
The letter states that the Creamery per-
sonnel have approached board members
to express concern about low response
rates by Cabot Ambulance.

The letter also states that Jenn’s as-
sertion that Chief Deasy has taken an
Inappropriate role as a supplemental
dispatcher is simply untrue. The letter
says that it is evident by the SIREN data
showing mutual aid responded to the
creamery. The letter also addresses
claims of people being instructed not to
call 911 as hearsay, and concludes that
the board “trusts the matter closed.”

Jean was present at the next meeting
and responded to the letter for Cabot
Ambulance. Jean started by saying that
what she was going to say should not be
interpreted as an attack, and she wanted
to clear up some misinformation that
was contained in the Selectboard’s letter.

She went on to say that she was pre-

sent at the call, and not Jenn. She said
Jenn was referencing the incident report
that she had filed that needs further
investigation. She went on to say that a
lot of information in reports tends to be
vague to protect people's privacy.

Jean said she felt she was being mis-
represented and she felt she needed to
speak to the truth. She went on to say
that Chief Deasy was mentioned by
name by the person that dialed 911.

Jean stated that she was driving the
ambulance and when she arrived at the
creamery promptly, the person that
called 911 leaned into the passenger
window and said he was surprised that
Cabot Ambulance even came, and that
they got there quickly. The one thing he
mentioned was he had been in touch
with Chief Deasy. She expressed con-
cern for public safety when this incident
comes after other things members of the
community have expressed to Cabot Am-
bulance.

She relayed what the person told her,
which was that Chief Deasy had told
him that Cabot Ambulance wasn’t reli-
able, and that if Cabot Ambulance didn’t
show up promptly, that the Chief had
another ambulance he could send. Jenn
then expressed that in her time serving
in the fire department and ambulance
she had never seen a protocol that a fire
chief has anything to do with medical.
She added that she also has never seen
anyone buck the dispatch system.

Jean relayed that there was confusion
about this call, and after everyone was in
the truck and she was about to get into
the driver seat, she was asked who
should be called to have the other ambu-
lance stand down.

She said the letter that was read did-
n't have the facts straight, and she
wanted the board to understand there is
a potential threat to public safety. Jean
emphasized the grapevine needs to be
crushed.

Jean went on to say if Chief Deasy
was incorrectly named by the person
involved, then she felt there needs to be
something done. Then she proposed a
statement from the town, and she said
all parties should be on a level playing
field and be supported regardless if they
are part of the municipality or not.

She concluded that the incident needs
to be looked into in a very serious way.
The board did not respond to her com-
ments.
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Public Records Request

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

At the September 3 meeting, Mike
Hogan said he wanted to talk about a
public records request that was submit-
ted by Ruth Goodrich. It should be noted
that Ruth was not present at the meet-
ing. Ruth had spoken at the previous
meeting on August 20 and presented the
board with a letter and additional public
record requests. At this meeting, the
content of the original request was not
detailed.

Ruth read from her letter that said
her original public records request had
been submitted on April 17, she also said
that the Town Clerk had told her the
persons involved had not been forthcom-
ing, but emails were not the only part of
her request. She concluded her letter
with a statement that “any member of
the public should be able to access these
public records without six months of run
around.”

She also submitted two additional
public records requests, one regarding
the loans taken out after the July 2023
flood, and what amounts had been ap-
plied to which projects. The other one
was regarding documents for the fire
department buildings after the dJuly
2023 flood, along with the bid package,
estimate, and drawings for the new fire
station. To the later request she added a
request for information on how solids
and liquids were treated at the wastewa-
ter plant, and where the outflow is lo-
cated.

On September 3, Mike talked about
the request submitted on April 17, and
noted that it is public information. He
didn’t want to read the full request, but
said it was about arrangements with
FEMA, the tearing down of the old fire
station, the building of the temporary
station, and the costs of the new fire sta-
tion. He went on to say that because
they are working with contractors, public
records law states that documents that
contain proprietary information owned
by a company are exempt from the re-
cords request.

Mike said the board got legal advice
from the town attorney on how to go
through the documents and emails.
Mike went on to say that he and Dean

have probably spent over a thousand
hours between July of 2023 and June of
2024 working for the town and they only
get a small stipend.

He went on to say he will recommend
to the board that in the budget for next
year, they put in a line item for public
record requests that go above and be-
yond regular legal expenses. He said he
wants the amount to stand out.

Fire Chief Dean Deasy then read from
the letter he wrote to the Selectboard.
The Selectboard decided to attach the
letter to the minutes for the meeting,
and the full text is available on the town
website (cabotvt.us). What follows is a
summary.

Dean said he sent everything he had
to the attorney shortly after the request
was made in April. In his letter he goes
on to describe why some records are ex-
empt from public disclosure. The letter
says he submitted close to two thousand
emails, along with attachments, which
doesn’t account for what others have
submitted. The letter proceeds to ex-
plain that the request is costing the tax-
payers a tremendous amount. Then it
goes on to say the second request Ruth
made will probably double the cost. The
letter stated that all costs have been re-
viewed at various public meetings and
that all expenses go through the town
treasurer, and that all invoices are de-
tailed.

Dean concludes his letter by saying
that the cost to taxpayers is thousands
and thousands of dollars, and the cost
cannot be sent to the requester. He
states that it must be paid by the tax-
payer. He states that anyone has the
legal right to request information, “but
there are far more (smarter) cost effec-
tive ways to get the same answer.”

After Dean was finished, Mike said he
raised a lot of good points. He said that
transparency is important, and he added
that he thought they have been very
transparent. Mike also stated that they
have a good accounting system, and are
very conscious about keeping things
separate. Mike went on to say that re-
sponding to the request was a very diffi-
cult task, and he put it on the agenda to
make everyone aware of what was going
on.

Property Buyout

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

The Selectboard talked about buying
a property with a grant from the Ver-
mont Flood Resilient Communities
Fund, at the September 3 board meet-
ing. Mike Hogan started the discussion
by mentioning the board had talked
about the property a while back. R.D.
Eno described the Rexford-Winston
property as being behind Neighbors in
Action and adjacent to the recreation
field. He said he and Gary Gulka had
walked the property, and that it is
mostly flood plain.

R.D. went on to say that the property
would be an asset for flood resilience, but
it could be a location for some activity
too. He said that it was assessed at
$29,000, and the land cannot be built
upon. R.D. also said he had heard from
the owners, with whom he is friends,
that they are ready to sell. He also said
that, since purchasing the property
would be done with grant funds, it would
not cost the town any money. R.D. sug-
gested to the board that they authorize
Gary to submit a grant application for
$52,000.

(see ‘Property Buyout’, page 6)
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Property Buyout

(continued from page 5)

¢ Gary then spoke to the Selectboard
and said he didn’t know what was circu-
lated to the board and then went on to
describe the property a bit more. He
said that it is situated on both sides of
the river, and consists of 13.8 acres.
Gary added that it contains the cascades
that come down from the upper recrea-
tion field. He pointed out that it is a
river corridor and flood plain.

He then described the grant process,
and said the fund is accepting applica-
tions on a rolling basis, and the amount
would be for 100% of the costs. Gary
said he was advised that the sooner the
application could be submitted, the bet-
ter. He added that another appraisal
would be done on the property, and the
land owner could receive 30% more than
the appraised amount, but no more. The
board approved Gary proceed with the
application.

School PCB Update

|by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer |

=
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High School Consolidation

|by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer |

Ellen Cairns told the board that she
put the subject of high school consolida-
tion on the agenda for discussion pur-
poses. She prefaced the discussion by
recalling conversations she had with the
community. She pointed out that at the
last town meeting, there was a choice of
closing the high school on the ballot and
many didn’t realize that it was the most
expensive option. Matt Foster, the super-
intendent, said he lives in Wolcott and
knows the issue very well.

Ellen pointed out that, with high
school choice, the board cannot control
high school costs, so the middle school
and elementary school get all the cuts.
She recalled that many people she talked
to in the community did talk about the
merger option. She also added that last
year, even though there were eleven sen-
iors, only two of them were on campus.

She emphasized that talking about
this doesn’t mean she is pro-merger, but
felt it's time to have the discussion. Ellen
added that they don’t know what health
care increases will be next year, and the
state costs could go up again.

Ellen also relayed that some parents
talked about how their kids' social experi-
ence was so limited in the school because
there were so few kids. She shared a
story about a friend’s daughter who had
a falling out with some classmates, and
other friends left under the school choice
lottery, and she had a mental health cri-
sis. She added that another parent came
forward with their child’s socialization
problems. She expressed that she under-
stands high school kids interact with
younger kids and that is a wonderful
thing.

She continued by talking about how
much they are asking the town to pay to
run the high school. And Ellen says she
1s also looking at the academic opportuni-
ties, which is what she heard from school
choice proponents. She noted that a
merger with Twinfield could reach that
level, but Danville isn’t at a point to con-
sider a merger even though they do have
a lot of building problems.

Ellen stated, “For the record, this is
nothing the school board will decide, it is
something the community will decide.”
She said the board asked people to give
them a year to have the conversations,
and she thinks they owe the community
to have the discussions.

Chris Tormey, who is running the
sustainability committee, said that the
subject has come up in a couple of meet-
ings. Chris continued that he thought the
hope was to increase opportunities, and
the number of students. He recalled that
some argued for combining all three high
schools, and then there would be the
critical mass, but still be small. Chris
concluded by saying he agrees we should
have the discussion, propose making
some concrete modifications to the school
schedules, and allow kids to sign up for
courses in the other schools.

Matt pointed out that there would be
some contractual issues that might pose
a roadblock. Chris said one could make
the argument to the staff of all three
schools that changing the schedule could
avoid layoffs.

Ellen returned to the subject of costs
and pointed out that the penalty will be
coming back. She added that we won’t
know the budget for next year until De-
cember, and if it's up another 20%, she
said they cant take that back to the
town, no matter how much they explain
it, regardless of the reason.

Alicia Heber asked about the $500,000
loan, and Ellen speculated they could use
that money for something more impor-
tant. However, she returned to saying
that another big increase in the budget
would cause trouble. Chris said if the
community as a whole sees the school
making improvements, they would un-
derstand it is worth it.

Erica Fucello agreed with Chris, adding
that some of these costs are out of our
hands. She said the key is showing the
community it's worth it. Erica then said
they should have the discussion, even
though it will be painful, and it's ulti-
mately the decision of the voters. Ellen
said for many who don’t have kids in the
school, they are saying they can’t afford it.

Chris said the challenging part, as a
board, is they don’t know the sticker price
until after Christmas. Matt said he sees
the Cabot budget has been very tight;
most budgets in the Northeast Kingdom
are lean, but since arriving in Cabot he
sees that Cabot is on a diet, too.

Ellen concluded the conversation by
telling the new administrators that over
the last five years, the voters of Cabot
have rejected more budgets than they
have passed. She added that last year
was unique 1n that the budget was
passed on the first vote.

The School Board met with Kasandra,
Trish and Evan, from the Vermont State
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC), regarding the PCBs in the
school’s gym building at the regular Sep-
tember 26 meeting.

Kasandra presented a series of slides
that gave an overview of Cabot’s situa-
tion. She pointed out that Cabot was
one of the first schools to go through the
PCB testing program. She talked about
the consultants’ testing in the summer of
2022 and how they found air impacted
by PCBs in the Art building and the
Gym. Kasandra noted that both build-
ings were built in 1971.

She went on to review how the air
testing was followed up with sampling of
suspected materials. Kasandra said
PCB contamination was found in the
paint on the gym ceiling, all throughout
the stage area, the gym area, and second
floor storage area. She said PCBs were
also found in some of the mats, but the
paint was the biggest source. She went
on to say that PCBs have impacted the
underlying wood structure of the ceiling.

Then Kasandra talked about the dif-
ferent remedies identified by the consult-
ants, which consisted of four different
possible remedies. The first remedy
wasn’t discussed and she skipped to the
second remedy.

She explained that Alternative #2
involved paint removal and encapsula-
tion. This would involve sand blasting
the paint and some of the wood to re-
move the contaminated material, fol-
lowed by testing to confirm removal was
accomplished. Then an epoxy coating
would be applied. She added that long
term monitoring would be required for
twenty years. The total cost was esti-
mated at $916,960.

Then Kasandra explained that Alter-
native #3 involved replacing the entire
roof with a new roof. She said that
would require just one round of follow-up
testing and the total cost was estimated
at $1,796,428. She quickly covered Al-
ternative #4a and #4b, saying they in-
volved the full demolition of the gym
building and replacing it with a new
10,000 square foot building. The cost
estimate (using a flat $350 per square
foot building cost) was $4,765,013.

At the conclusion of her presentation,
Kasandra asked the board for direction.
She said there needs to be a consensus of
what to do next. Matt Foster, the super-
intendent, suggested it might be best to
talk about funding first. Trish from
DEC said there is currently no funding;
there was funding up until about a
month and a half ago, but some large
expenditures occurred and drained all
the funds.

Chris Tormey asked if there would be
any funding in the future. Trish re-
sponded that it was up to the legislature.
Ellen Cairns asked if the state doesn’t
have any money to fix the PCBs, and the
school district doesn’t have any money
either, then what can be done? She
opined that it i1s an unfunded mandate,
and they can’t ask the residents of Cabot
for the money. Ellen expressed dismay
that the money was gone even though
Cabot was one of the first schools to be
tested, and the previous superintendent

was one of the most vocal superinten-
dents.

Trish expressed understanding and
shared the frustration. She said that it
was ridiculous to run a program and
push projects forward, and then have no
funding. Trish added that they had been
working with Mark to finalize the report,
but needed input from the consultant
and the board to finish the report.

Matt and Trish discussed what the
consultant needed to provide, and what
additional work he needed to do. Matt
asked if there is no additional money left
to do the additional testing, how would
the consultant be paid for the extra
work? Matt then turned to the board
and asked what they would choose to do
if there was money available.

Erica Fucello noted the board had
discussed this a few times in the past,
and the general consensus was to tear
down the gym and rebuild a new one.
She noted that given the age of the build-
ing it would have to be replaced, and
pointed out that the school doesn’t have
local sports anymore.

Ellen voiced concern that the cafeteria
was part of the building, but Chris
pointed out that the cafeteria is new,
built in 1995 and a separate building
attached by the hallway. He added that
the gym could be torn down and they
could keep the cafeteria. Chris then
talked about their previous discussion
and noted that no one could ever nail
down how much the state would contrib-
ute to rebuilding the gym.

Matt said it sounds like a decision
couldn’t be made without knowing the
amount of available funding. He sum-
marized by saying they would like to
tear down the building and rebuild, but
can’t make that decision without know-
ing how much the state would fund.

Trish responded by saying she shared
with the previous superintendent the
direction from the Secretary of Educa-
tion, which was for roof replacement.
Erica pointed out that it's not a very good
option to put a new roof on a very old
building.

The conversation concluded with Matt
saying he didn’t think the work by the
consultant was holding them up, since
they could just put cost escalation into
the estimates.

TOWN CLERK’S
OFFICE CLOSED

COLUMBUS /
INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES DAY

10/14/2024
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Yellow Tavern sketch by J.Brown

Cabot Plain, School District No. 1
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by Jane Brown,
Cabot Oral History Committee

Early settlements in Cabot were
mostly built around streams that pro-
vided power. The exception was Cabot’s
first settlement, on Cabot Plain. Al-
though the plain is the origin of several
streams, none were large enough to pro-
vide much power. Its wilderness was the
occasional hunting ground used by Na-
tive Americans from settlements in Can-
ada.

In 1776 Col. Joseph Bayley and a
small army of men set out to forge a
route to St. Johns, Quebec, from New-
bury, Vermont, to get supplies to the
Continental Army fighting the British in
Canada. Abenaki Indian Joe Susap, for
whom Joe’s Pond is named, guided them
along hunting trails through the unin-
habited region, marking a trail and map-
ping a route for the proposed road.

The road builders followed in due
course, and a roadhead was set up on
what is now Cabot Plain. As construction
progressed a short distance north of the
plain, it was learned that the conflict in
Canada was a lost cause. Work on the
road was abandoned in June 1776.

A new campaign to conquer Canada
was planned in the spring of 1778 and
General Moses Hazen of Haverhill, Mas-
sachusetts, was sent to complete the
road. A blockhouse was built on the
plain, then known as “Fortification Hill,”
and work progressed through the sum-
mer to Hazen’s Notch, about 40 miles
from St. Johns, Quebec. In August, word
was received that the Canadian cam-
paign had been lost, and the project was
again abandoned.

A small contingent of men remained
that winter to prevent the enemy from
attacking settlements further south, and
returned to Peacham in the spring of
1780, leaving behind a large iron kettle
that the men used for cooking. That ket-
tle is on display at the Cabot Historical
Society.

Although the military road never ac-
tually served its intended purpose, it
opened the region for settlement. Cabot
was granted in 1780, chartered in 1781,
and surveyed and lotted by James
Whitelaw in 1786. By then, settlers had
already begun to follow the old military
road northwest, settling along its route.

Cabot’s first settler was Benjamin
Webster, uncle of the renowned Daniel
Webster. Benjamin built his log cabin in
1783. A marker near the junction of
Bayley-Hazen Road and Route 215N,
about a mile north of the Cabot Plains
Cemetery, marks the location. It was

here that Nathaniel West died, crushed
by a falling log while helping Webster
clear land. His was the first death in
town.

Lt. Jonathan Heath was the second to
arrive with his family. He built a cabin
about opposite where the Cabot Plains
Cemetery is today. Several former sol-
diers such as Lieut. Thomas Lyford,
Capt. Jesse Levenworth, Maj. Lyman
Hitchcock, and Ensign Jeremiah
McDaniels were early settlers and town
officers.

There is a marker near the Walbridge
School at the bend of the road below the
cemetery, noting the location of the
town’s first school.
Historic  records
show that the first
school was a small
log cabin located on
the opposite side of
the road at the
junction of Bayley-
Hazen Road and .3
Cabot Plains Road. _
That marker was
moved years ago
because of road
work, but there are
plans to return it to
its proper location,
across the road.
Walbridge School
was moved from
Route 215N to its
present location by
the late Richard
Spaulding in order — =i
to preserve the
school that his

Old Plains School, Maynard's garage, J.Brown collection

Cate Farm, Cabot Oral Hist. Comm.

many as sixty teams a day passed over
the plain.

In 1809, blacksmith Hanson Rogers
established the first distillery on Cabot
Plain, and the prosperous merchant
Judge Dana built another nearby, on the
same brook. The soil was perfect for rais-
ing potatoes, and local farmers raised
many more than they needed to feed
their families, benefiting from the brisk
whiskey trade. The price of potatoes

went up, and the
demand for the
whiskey remained

high in Canada, as
¢ well as in Boston

. and Portland.

The Yellow House
Tavern was well
" known as a meeting
place and headquar-
ters for a variety of
smuggling  opera-
tions, including hLive-
stock and whiskey.
The tavern provided
accommodations not
" only for humans, but
2 also for gathering
shipments of whis-
key and large herds
of cattle and other
livestock that were
gl collected there and
later taken to Can-
ada during the War

mother attended.

Schoolhouses served as community
meeting places. After about 16 years of
the town officers meeting on the Plain, it
was decided to move the business of the
town about two miles south of the Plain,
to the geographic center of Cabot. The
residents on the Plain protested, but
they were outvoted. With the move, an-
other school was built at the Center. In
town records, the Plain became School
District 1 and the Center became School
District 2.

Although town business had moved
away, Cabot Plain continued to grow
and for many years was the center of
commerce. The military road became a
well-used route for trade, with goods
being carried on large drays pulled by
horses or oxen to points north and south
to Boston and Portland. Horace and Ger-
shom Beardsley, originally from Massa-
chusetts, built the Yellow House Tavern
on the plain. History records that as

of 1812, in spite of
strict no-trade orders of the U. S. Gov-
ernment. Cabot residents depended
heavily on the benefits of those smuggled
goods. The tavern became locally known
as the “Smuggler’s House” and operated
until about 1855. It was eventually torn
down and years later the owners of the
land where it once stood uncovered sev-
eral objects from the tavern that are now
on display at the historical society. A
marker for the “Smuggler’'s House” is in
the field, not far from the covered bridge.

Over the years farmers on the Plain
added to their herds, with dairy cattle,
sheep, hogs, and chickens part of every
homestead. Butter, eggs, meat, and pro-
duce helped to supplement farmers’ in-
comes. Large families of ten or twelve
children were common. Youngsters of all
ages trudged to school every day in all
kinds of weather, some from Joe’s Pond
area, others from near Walden town line.
Schools were located as centrally as pos-
sible for each community so that no stu-

dent had to walk more than two miles to
get there.

The original log cabin school was re-
placed by a new building located about a
mile east on what is now Cabot Plains
Road, where it was more centrally lo-
cated. It was a small one-room school
with few windows, a wood stove for heat,
and no electricity or running water.
There was one teacher for all eight
grades, and some years there were 30 or
more students. A more modern school
building was built in 1929 a few rods
southwest of the old school. Both are still
standing, but privately owned. After
WWII, many farms began to go out of
business. The Cabot Plains School closed
in 1948 and its handful of students were
sent to the village school.

Most of the old families and buildings
on the plain are gone now. The Cates,
Badgers, Barnetts, Maynards, Ewens,
Stones, Smiths, Websters, Goodales,
Dubrays, Gambles, McCormicks, Har-
ringtons, Fosters, Roys, Grays, and Bol-
tons — all gone. The military road that
first brought people and trade to the re-
gion all those years ago is difficult to fol-
low. Some sections have been paved or
widened and improved, but much of the
old road is on private land, with few peo-
ple left who can trace its route. In Cabot
the old road is mostly lost from Route 2
near Joe’s Pond to the Cabot Plains
Cemetery, but from Cabot Plains Road
to Route 215N, the old road is unim-
proved but still used, and is much the
same as when Ben Webster first trod its
path.

The cemetery on Cabot Plain is a fa-
vorite spot for visitors to watch sunsets,
star gaze, or enjoy fall colors. The Foster
Covered Bridge is one of the most photo-
graphed sites around. (It was built by
Richard Spaulding in 1998 as a testa-
ment to his great grandfather, maple sap
spout inventor A.M. Foster.) The Plain is
at almost 2000 ft. elevation and endures
harsher weather than almost any other
section of town — undoubtedly a deciding
factor when the town fathers were con-
sidering moving the town’s business to
the Center.

(right),
Smugglers
House
marker,
J.Brown
collection
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CHRONICLE
New Cabot School Playground

by Dr. Jennifer Blake,
Interim Principal

The school community is very thank-
ful for everyone who contributed to our
new playground. This includes the stu-
dents who wrote letters and ran a silent
auction and raised funds in many other
ways, as well as worked with a consult-
ant to design the playground; the staff
who supported the whole endeavor; and
all community members who dropped
coins in the jar at the Cabot Store or
gave of their time and/or money in any
way to make this vision a reality. It was
a successful learning experience across
many grades, and the students and com-
munity can be very proud of what we all
accomplished together. The playground
is not completely finished yet, but phase
one has been completed and we are
thrilled with the results!

Jeanne Johnson in Cancun, Mexico.




CHRONICLE inbox@cabotvermont.org October 2024 - Page 9

Cabot Ride the Ridges Raises
Over $10,000 for Mentor Program

Cabot’s annual Ride the
Ridges event was held Sun-
day, September 8, with a little
over 180 participants from 17 |
states and Quebec. All pro-
ceeds go to the Cabot Mentor-
ing Program. This was the
11th Year of Cabot Ride the
Ridges, and among riders
fees, merchandise sales, and

sponsorship, over $10,000 was I i AlLL CABOT VETERANS AND SERVICE MEMBERS:

raised for Cabot Mentoring.
Please Mark Your Calendars

On Veterans Day, please join the Cabot Chronicle
and the Cabot Historical Society at a free lunch
to honor and thank you for your military service:

Monday, November 11, 2024
1130 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Willey Building second floor meeting room (accessible via lift)

Veterans of any service are invited, no matter where you lived when you served.

ARE YOU WILLING TO SHARE YOUR STORY?

In the November 2023 edition of the Cabot Chronicle, recollections of nine

: X Cabot community veterans were featured. We hope more of our neighbors will

10 K Riders share their stories with the community for the November 2024 edition. It doesn’t

matter where you lived at the time, what service you joined, what type of mission
or kind of duty — the very variety of experience is of great value.

Please consider sharing your story by emailing inbox@cabotvermont.org by
October 15 for publication in the November 1 edition of the Cabot Chronicle.
There is no military experience, past or present, we don’t want to hear about!

And special thanks to 2023 contributors. You can still read their tales at
CabotChronicle.org by clicking on the November 2023 edition — the stories begin
on page 10:

Jack Daniels David Lynn
Raymond Domey Rory Thibault
Jeffrey Gabrielson Chris Porter
Jeanne Johnson Mark Tucker

Accretion

by Alexander Anlyan

Each heart, like every chrysalis, must break
to allow transformation.

Like a field it must be harrowed bare,
The hard earth broken to embrace new growth.

Waiting, unsure, winter seared, until;
Spring's first warm days when all life stirring wakes.

I let the growing beauty guide my feet,
and bearing water, sing my dreams to blooms;

of every scent and shade, infused with faith,
my loving wakes.

100 K Riders

Content in knowing, that when at last I fall,

Yo U R A D H E R E ! Its a great way to rgach up to my gathered grace returned to fertile soil,

... 1900 households in Cabot,
Sty Marshfield, Plainfield, that this is love, life undefined by need,

THE Hardwick, & Danville! born of water, spirit, earth, and Sun.
Spread the word about your
H R N ICLE product or service while Through such as I is all great beauty bred;
helping to support a great passed on to fragrant air the blessings pour
community resource.

. For more information, contact us at We can also design to reap, from each who pass, of dying less,
1nbox@cabotvermont.org your ads for you. and leave, for each new life, of loving more.
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A Lot Can Happen When You Get 90
Farmers Together!

Cabot Cooperative Creamery headquarters today in Waitsfield. (Photo from

inbox@cabotvermont.org

End-of-Season Evaluation

their website). An early Cabot Creamery photo (inset left) with its reverse

by Susan Socks of Garden Goddess
Consulting and Gardening

(inset right)

by Amanda Legare “It is said that some, who can find no

Cabot Oral History Committee other cause for complaint, object to the
creamery because it is run on Sunday,

The Cabot Creamery that we know
today was formed in 1919, but it was not
the first Cabot Creamery. The “Cabot
Creamery Company” was formed by 90
farmers June 19, 1893.

The March 9, 1893. Burlington Free
Press reported: “The citizens of Cabot
have raised $3,000 for a creamery to be
built in that town.” Creameries were
agricultural manufacturing plants
where farmers took milk or cream and
had it made into butter. By 1915 there
were nearly 300 creameries in Vermont.

The August 16, 1893, issue of the Ver-
mont Watchman had an article on the
new creamery in Cabot. “The creamery
was started June 19, less than two
months ago, and has been a gratifying
success. Ninety farmers now take their
milk there and since it was started only
three men have thought they could do
better with their milk at home after try-
ing the creamery. The building is
equipped with a six-horse-power engine,
a fifteen-horse-power boiler, a Babcock
tester, a Mosley & Stoddard churn with
a capacity of 400 gallons of cream, two
separators, and a Fargo butter worker
that will work and salt 200 pounds of
butter in four minutes.”

The article noted that the creamery
was accepting milk from 600 cows. “The
dairies run from one to forty cows.”
Harry Walbridge was probably the one-
cow dairy and old-timers recalled that he
used to take his milk to the creamery in
a wheel barrow.

“Figures vary with different days and
weeks, but during the first two weeks of
August the average product was one
pound of butter to twenty pounds of
milk,“ the article continued. “The best
thing about it, every farmer with whom
the reporter talked, was satisfied that he
got more out of his milk than he would
at home, and saved all the trouble of
making and shipping butter.”

But, according to the reporter, not
everyone was content with the cream-
ery’s operation.

the same as on week days,” he wrote.
“These intense Sabbatarians fail to see
that while three men are obliged to work
at the creamery on Sunday, if there were
not such an institution the hard working
wives of the ninety farmers who now
take their milk there, after working six-
teen hours a day through the week,
would be obliged to rise an hour earlier
on Sunday morning to skim their milk
and wash the pans, if they did not have
to churn, to be able to get to church at
half-past ten, and by that time be in
such a flushed condition and flurried
state of mind that the gospel would have
little charm or comfort for them.”

Progressive Cabot farmer Luke C.
Fisher (who farmed at the former Ken
Talbert farm) spoke at a farmers’ meet-
ing in South Ryegate, February 22 1894,
where there were three creameries at
the time. “We (Cabot farmers) started a
creamery at Cabot last summer, and
since that time greater interest has been
taken in dairying. It is safe to say the
creamery is one of the best things that
ever came to our little village.”

The Creamery in Cabot was sold to
F.A. Messier for $6,700 in 1911. He
owned it for eight years and according to
an interview with Bob Davis, general
manager of Cabot Creamery for 32
years, Messier had plans to close the
creamery down. The farmers who had
been delivering to the Cabot Creamery
Company bought it back for $3,700 in
1919 and at that point formed a coopera-
tive, the Cabot Farmers Cooperative
Creamery. They began producing butter
under the Rosedale brand name. The
cost to join was $5 per cow, plus a cord of
wood to fuel the boiler.

In 1992 the Cabot Farmers Coopera-
tive Creamery merged with Agri-Mark,
a cooperative of 1,800 farm families in
New England and New York, and was
reincorporated as Cabot Creamery Co-
operative Inc., a wholly owned subsidi-
ary of Agri-Mark. Cabot Creamery’s
headquarters are now in Waitsfield, Ver-
mont.

The daylight shortens, the nights
turn cool, and the mad rush of summer
is done. This 1s a great time to walk
through the garden and take stock.
Think back on the highlights of the sea-
son, as well as the challenges.

Flowers

Was there color in your garden
through the season, or did you have a
gap of no bloom in the middle of July?
Were you inspired by the idea of native
flowers for pollinators and other wildlife,
but didn’t quite get round to it? By the
time the plant catalogs land in your
mailbox, or you visit a nursery in spring,
you may not remember these details.
Write a wish list now (“something to
bloom pink in midsummer”, “coneflower
and mountain mint for the sunny spot”)
so that you can make good selections.

Shrubs and trees

Evaluate gaps in your landscape.
Maybe you want a privacy hedge, or
shade for your deck, or just something to
soften the edges of the yard. Think about
future gaps as well; plants that are not
thriving, or will be removed due to their
invasive nature, or for construction.
When you are knee-deep in snow, these
gaps may be a lot harder to notice; take
a look around now, while you can still
see the ground!

Fruits, vegetables, and herbs
Did you grow too many, or not
enough, of some of your food crops?

TOM
Z1IOBROWSKI

For State Representative
Cabot « Darwille » Peacham

ziebrawskifarvt.com
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When our sweet tiny seedless grapes
ripened this September, I found myself
wishing for a couple more vines. On the
other hand, I could eat squash and basil
pesto every day through March, but
since I'm not likely to stick to that strict
diet, I should probably dial back on
those. Think about surpluses and gaps
in your food storage and make notes for
winter seed and nursery stock shopping.

Management

Were any pests, diseases, or weeds
problematic? Many issues are best ad-
dressed before the problem is even ap-
parent. For instance, if you were plagued
with cucumber beetles this year, plan to
stock up on insect netting so that in
spring 2025 you are ready to cover your
cukes and squash at spring planting
time. If weeds were a headache, consider
raised beds, landscape fabric, or sheet
mulch to ease next season’s workload.
Were you short of supplies for preserv-
ing the harvest? If you found yourself
running around in September to six
stores in three towns searching for can-
ning lids, make a note to stock up on
supplies this winter.

Enjoy memories of the 2024 season
and enjoy planning for 2025!

This garden article is brought to you
by Susan Socks, aka the Garden God-
dess. Stay tuned for upcoming articles on
green lawn care, pruning, garden tools,
edible landscapes, and more. For gar-
dening help, visit www.SocksFamily
Farm.weebly.com or call 802.498.7785.

TOM
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Cabot Trails Update

by Gary Gulka

The Cabot Trails Committee has been
Two new
trail openings occurred, the Old Center Trail
in May and Burtt’'s Orchard Trail in Sep-
tember. Three trailhead parking areas have
been constructed and several trailhead ki-
osks have been installed. Work is underway
on trail repair from flood damage on the Langone Trail and two bridges are in the
planning stages that will be completed in 2025. We are beginning work on a master
trail map and kiosk that will be located on the Willey Building property. We pre-
sented at the annual Vermont Recreation and Parks Association conference in Sep-
tember in a session on town-based and small trail organizations.

busy this spring and summer.

All our trail maps can be found on the town website on the Trails Committee
page. We hope you can get out this fall and check out our trails network.
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Update on Cabot Youth Council

by Laura McCaffrey, VYP Community
Coordinator for Cabot Afterschool

We are drawing to the end with this
grant project. All monies had to be spent
by the end of September, and that’s
meant a flurry of activity.

I met with Jonny Flood and a number
of students who are using CSPAC and
are interested in holding evening teen-led
events. We've made plans for final pur-
chases in CSPAC, and we've also been
discussing a Battle of the Bands type
event for fall or spring, as well as coffee
house options. Keep your eyes open for
forthcoming announcements about these.

Cameron North has put in many,
many hours completing and installing
the picnic table, benches at the basket-
ball court, shelves in the shed, and the
bike rack. We're also ordering a lighting
system for the basketball court, as well
as sports equipment like basketballs and

footballs to be kept in the shed. Morgan
Churchill and his family have generously
donated their time and expertise to set
up the exercise bars. A number of stu-
dents at the high school also will help
with this. When you’re down at the Rec
Field, enjoy all these new additions!

It’s been a real pleasure working with
everyone in Cabot on this project. In fact,
I've enjoyed it so much, I decided to stay
in town for work, and I'm now the high
school English teacher. I also am aiming
to reconvene Cabot youth who'd be inter-
ested in continuing work with the Cabot
Youth Council and planning its next
steps, beyond the work of the Vermont
Afterschool grant. Anyone who wishes to
get involved or anyone who has questions
or concerns can contact me directly at

laura.mccaffrey@ccsuvt.net.

Take care.
Laura

“Happy Vermont”

Highlights Burtt’s Orchard

Happy Vermont is a travel website
and podcast highlighting people and
places in the Green Mountain State.
Founded by Erica Houskeeper in 2009,
Happy Vermont has been mentioned in
The Boston Globe, The Huffington Post,
Travel + Leisure, Vermont Public, and
Seven Days.

In the September 10 release, the topic
was apple orchards, and Burtt's Apple
Orchard in Cabot was number two on the
list.

You can listen to the podcast on Spo-
tify, Apple Podcasts, or wherever you find
podcasts. Or you can subscribe to emails
at https://mailchi.mp/happyvermont/
subscribe-to-happy-vermont.

How to Eat App

le Pie?

Who Knew it Was a Law?

AS PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

1999

H.302

AN ACT RELATIMNG TO DESIGMATING THE STATE PIE AMD THE

STATE FRUIT

It iz hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec, 1.
§512 STATEPIE

T ‘e shall t Je pi
Sec. 2. SERVING APPLE PIE

1 V.5.A. § 512 is added to read:

Sec. 3.

§513 STATE FRUIT
The state fruit shall be the apple.

mimmum of 1/

1 V.5.A. § 513 is added to read:

October 2024 - Page 11

" HARVEST _
FESTIVHI.

Al B IR B M B EA

LKL
A LRI

imad 1
AR R F R
L B ET

RaLLIAt L Tl
A1 MM

Sl RIS (R, 1

FREE MUSIC:

Study: EV Charging Statlons Boost
Spending at Nearby Businesses

MIT reported spending increases
were particularly pronounced for busi-
nesses within 100 yards of charging sta-
tions, and for businesses in low-income
areas (article by Zach Winn published
by MIT News on September 4).

“The study found that, in California,
opening a charging station boosted an-
nual spending at each nearby business
by an average of about $1,500 in 2019
and about $400 between January 2021
and June 2023. The spending bump
amounts to thousands of extra dollars
annually for nearby businesses, with the
increase particularly pronounced for
businesses in underresourced areas.”

There is one EV charging station at
Cabot Town Hall (Willey Building).

Plainfield and Peacham each have one
and Danville has two. Hardwick has
several, with more planned. They can
be located with the Way app or Drive
Electric Vermont website at https/
www.driveelectricvt.com/about-evs/
charging-map, which states Vermont
has the “highest per capita rate of public
charging availability in the United
States.” Cabot’s station is missing from
the Drive Electric Vermont website, but
the omission has been reported.

The full article is available at: https:/
news.mit.edu/2024/study-ev-charging-
stations-boost-nearby-business-spending
-0904.
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Who Can Have a Mentor?

by Mark Christensen,
Cabot Mentoring Coordinator

Who can have a mentor? The answer is anyone! In the case of our Cabot Men-
toring program, we emphasize that all Cabot youth are welcome and entitled to
a mentor regardless of their perceived need.

Folks may think that mentoring is just for kids who have a tough home situa-
tion or are struggling in school, but we in the business of helping to create
healthy relationships between adult mentors and youth mentees believe that all
kids can benefit from having a mentoring relationship in their lives.

In these times, kids have an exceptional amount of stress in their lives due to
all sorts of input from the world they live in, and so do their parents/caregivers.
By giving them the opportunity to have a person in their lives that is committed
to a friendship that is all about low stress quality time together, we hope to give
that kid relief from some of that stress. We believe all kids can benefit from a

" friendship like that.
e r m 0 n t t u I 0 If you'd like more information about Cabot Mentoring please contact:
Mark Christensen, Cabot Mentoring Coordinator
cabotmentoring@gmail.com
]
Vermont Crafts Council 802-595-1130

2024 Fall Open Studio Weekend - October 5 & 6

“Loop 13” includes Marshfield, Calais,
ANNUAL EVENTS 2024

Woodbury and Hardwick
To see all locations:
Tuesday, Movember 5. 2024
GENERAL ELECTION

https://www.vermontcrafts.com/visit-open-studio/
Monday, November 11. 2026
CABOT VETERANS DAY LUNCH

December B, 2024
CABOT COMMUNITY MEMORIAL THEE
December 13 16 8 16 202%
TOY & WARM CLOTHING SHARE

Saturday, December 16 202%
CABOT HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
& OUTDOOR MAREET

Wednesday December 25 2024
COMMINITY
CHRISTMAS DINMER

Snapshot in History

12th NIGHT CELEBRATION

Vermont Chamber Announces
Will and Ida Barr lived on Main Street. Walt Goodrich quoted from Cabot, Ver- NeW Board Members and LeaderShlp

“Ida Barr never missed a funeral. Cried mont, A Collection of Memories from the
along with everyone else, whether she Century Past. Copies available at the
knew the deceased or not. The Barrs Town Clerk’s office.

were nice people. They had the best car
in town and neither of them had a li-
cense.”

The Vermont Chamber of Commerce welcomed seven new Directors to the
Board: Hillary Burrows of Autumn Harp, Renée Grzankowski of Vermont
Economic Development Authority, Michael Hackett of Gallagher, Flynn &
Photo courtesy of Amanda Legare, Cabot Company, Jim Hall of The Vermont Country Store, Nick Managan of Cabot
Oral History Committee Creamery, Gary Scott of UVM Health Network, and Ian Sutherland of Acrisure.
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Cabot Flood Resilience

(continued from page 1)

¢ Enlarge the VAST bridge (owned by
VAST)

e Valleys may be too narrow for install-
ing man-made debris catchers.

Discussion:

e Mike Cookson expressed concern
about decisions being made without
more open discussion among Cabot
residents. Could the options go to a
town vote? It was answered that
there will be a lot more public meet-
ings before anything happens. A
Cabot FloodReady website page has
been created for the town website
that we need to make useful and in-
teractive, allowing people to send in
comments and questions. Gary Gulka
explained that there are FEMA $'s
available to implement solutions, and

inbox@cabotvermont.org

Potential Merger

(continued from page 2)

chet pattern that wasn’t there before.

Nate Peyman from Nama Farm
asked the consultants if they are de-
signing for bigger and bigger floods?
Doug answered “yes”’. The state now
requires that we design to bank full
width, and theyll model for larger
storms than we've experienced so far.

Peg Hough asked about creating
more water storage upstream. They
answered that the small accumula-
tions of wood can assist this, but they
didn’t see a lot of options for water
storage upstream of the village. They
noted again the wider channels up-
stream of the village. Over the years,
development in the village narrowed
the channels, and hardened the
banks with stone and concrete. It's
difficult to recover that capacity but,
when the river requires it, it'll create
it.

At the next public outreach session,
probably late October or early Novem-
ber, when the consultants return with
recommended solutions, the model will
be available, and interactive to show how
different amounts of rainfall and timing
will impact the town. Based on the feed-
back at this meeting, it makes sense to
have that meeting, for further public
discussion of alternatives, to build con-
sensus on next actions, before the con-
sultants put time into developing concept
designs and cost estimates.

The Cabot Flood Task Force would
like to thank all who took the time to join
in this meeting, and hopes that more
people will join in on the next session.

a deadline to apply (which was origi-
nally late fall but may be moved into
next year), and suggested that maybe
the next session should be on a week-
end so more people can join in the
discussion. The Selectboard will make
the final decision on what mitigation
strategies to apply for, at further pub-
lic meetings.

e Michele Braun of Friends of the Wi-
nooski noted that the engineers will
provide concept designs and cost esti-
mates for the FEMA application.

e Lisa North and Paul Yamamoto,
landowners along the banks of the
northern tributary just before it
reaches the village, noted that the
brook is building up a serpentine rico-

Think About It
Offices to be Elected at Town Meeting 2025

It takes many hands to accomplish the business of running a town. Significant
dedication and problem solving is required. According to the 2024 Annual Town
Report, the following positions will be voted on at the next Town Meeting in
March. Consider how you may be able to serve your community:

Town Meeting Moderator one year term
Selectboard Member 3-year term

Selectboard Member 2-year term

Lister 3-year term

Delinquent Tax Collector 1-year term

Grand Juror 1-year-term

Cemetery Commissioner — 3-year term, 4 positions
School Director 3-year term

Library Trustee 3-year term, 2 positions

CCIF Committee 3-year term

Willey Building Committee 3-year term, 2 positions

Contact the Town Clerk for information on where to find details about
position responsibilities, deadlines and how to get your name on the
Town Meeting ballot.

SELECTBOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e CHANGE OF OCTOBER MEETING DATES
October selectboard meetings will be Tuesday, October 8 and Tuesday,
October 15.

e SELECTBOARD BUDGET DISCUSSIONS BEGIN

Starting in October, the selectboard will begin building a budget to present
to voters at Town Meeting 2025 (Tuesday, March 4, 2025). Watch Front
Porch Forum for announcements of which appropriations will be discussed
on specific dates so you can attend or “Zoom in” to share your thoughts.
The February Public Information meeting to review the budget is too late
to make changes. Now is the time to let the selectboard know what you
want to support.
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How is a § 706b study committee

created and who can be a member?
Extracted from State Agency of Information Website

16 V.S.A. §§ 706, 706a, and 706b establish the process for creating a study committee
and set out its primary duties.

e A decision to create a committee “to study the advisability of forming a union
school district” (a “§ 706b study committee”) can be made either when:
¢ 'The school boards of two or more districts decide to do so
or
0 5% of the eligible voters petition their respective school boards to do so

o After deciding (or being petitioned) to create a § 706b study committee, the par-

ticipating school boards meet with their superintendent(s) to:

Establish a budget
[ Each district’s proportionate share of the costs must be equal to the pro-
portion of its equalized pupils compared to the total equalized pupils in all
districts forming the § 706b study committee
[ If the proposed budget exceeds $ 25,000.00, then the voters of each district
must vote to approve the budget * See § 706a for more details
* See also question # 5 below for information regarding State funding for
legal and other necessary costs

®  Determine the number of persons from each district who will serve on the study
committee — also proportional to the equalized pupils
(] The school board of each district must appoint at least one of its own
members to serve on the § 706b study committee
) A school board may also appoint other persons from the community who
are not members of the school board

® The appointed members of the § 706b study committee elect a chair, who noti-
fies the Secretary of Education of the election

o A § 706b study committee is a public body pursuant to 1 V.S.A. § 310(3) (i.e.,
study committee meetings are public; the committee can go into executive ses-
sion in certain instances by 2/3 vote pursuant to 1 V.S.A. § 313; etc.)

e  After discussion, community engagement, and analysis, the § 706b study com-
mittee decides either:

o That it is not advisable to form a union school district

or

o That it is advisable to do so and prepares a report with its analysis that includes
proposed Articles of Agreement that, if approved by the State Board of Education
and each district identified as “necessary” will govern the actions of the new union
school district

Is State funding available to reimburse the legal and other costs that arise
in informal exploratory conversations? In § 706b study committees?
Yes. State funds are available to reimburse legal and other costs in both situations.




October 2024 - Page 14

inbox@cabotvermont.org

Upcoming Events at the Jaquith Public Library

September and October 2024

All events are free and held at the
Jaquith Library unless noted otherwise
Old Schoolhouse Common, 122
School St. RM 2 Marshfield, VT
05658 For info: jaquithpublicli-
brary@gmail.com 802-426-3581
www.jaquithpubliclibrary.org

Come to the Marshfield Harvest
Festival and Community Garden
Celebration September 29 11 am to
3 pm.

This is a family friendly event with free
offerings such as: face painting, art tent,
horse and carriage rides, petting zoo,
chicken race, cider pressing, orienteering
workshop, field games, Vermont Gas
and Steam Engine display, and music by
Atom and the Orbits and The Faerie
Godbrothers. Celebrate the new Com-
munity Garden with free pizza and cake.
For sale: books, baked goods, food tent,
and vendors selling crafts and locally

grown food.

Good Beginnings Parenting Group
Wednesdays from 10:30 am to 11:30
pm
Join us for our weekly gatherings where
caregivers can relax and connect with
each other while their babies play and
explore in a calm, supportive setting.
Geared toward babies aged 0-18 months
and their caregivers. Siblings can come

along also.

All Hands Together Community
Crafting Group
Tuesdays 4:30 to 6 pm and the
fourth Saturday of every month
11:30 am to 1 pm
Bring whatever craft you are working on
or start a new project. All ages are wel-
come if they are old enough to be sitting
and working on a craft. Knitting and
spinning maven Donna Hisson from
Marshfield, is the host of the group.

Marshfield Farmers Market
Saturdays 10 am to 1 pm
Food vendors, music, free demonstra-
tions, hot coffee, breakfast sandwiches,
and tool, clothing and costume trades.

Fall Storytime and Playgroup

with Youth Librarian Sasha
McGarvey
Fridays from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join us for a morning of stories, crafts
and free play. They will be held outside
unless the weather is frightful.

Film: Just Getting By and
Discussion with Filmmaker Bess
O’Brien
Thursday, October 10 at 7 pm
O’Brien’s new film “Just Getting By”
puts faces and real people to the statis-
tics. An up-close and personal look at
Vermonters struggling with food and
housing insecurity. Several working
homeless families open up about their

situations.

Chapters in History Book Group
Second Saturdays of the month at 2
pm
A free program series of reading and
discussion co-sponsored by the Marsh-
field Historical Society and the Jaquith
Public Library. The public is welcome
and encouraged to participate. Books are

available for loan from the library.
October 12 The Failed Promise:
Reconstruction, Frederick Doug-
lass, and the Impeachment of An-
drew Johnson by Robert Levine.

Monthly Book Group Fourth
Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Join us for the Jaquith book group. For
copies of the book, please stop by the
library. New members are always wel-

come, and it’s only one hour a month!
October 22 Absolution by Alice
McDermott

It is not too late to read and win an
“Adventure Begins at Your Library”
We still have lots of shirts, books and
prizes left so if you finished the chal-
lenge, come on down to the library!

E-Bike Raffle to Support Free Li-
brary Programs!

It is not too late to buy a raffle ticket. We
are only selling 250 tickets so your odds
are very good, and you can choose be-
tween two very beautiful new bikes.
The drawing is at the Harvest Festival
on September 29, Sunday at 2:30 pm.

Craft Fair & Flea Market at
Twin Valley Senior Center
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024

Twin Valley Senior Center in East Montpelier is having its annual craft fair and flea
market Saturday, October 12, from 9 to 3. Spend the day searching for treasures as
you enjoy grilled hamburgers & hot dogs or baked goods. This annual event draws a
good crowd that provides an opportunity for vendors and shoppers.

A few vendor spaces are available so call 802-229-1549 quickly for information on
reserving your space. Sell your handmade crafts or part with some of your treasuries.

Twin Valley Senior Center is located at 4583 US Route 2, East Montpelier. Visit
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= CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS

LIBRARY HOURS: Monday noon

- 6 pm, Tuesday 10 am - 6 pm,
Wednesday 2 - 6 pm, Thursday
noon - 6 pm, and Saturday 9 am-
noon. Curbside library service is still
available during regular library hours.
Dungeons and Dragons (ages 9- 13) -
Ongoing - Tuesdays, 3:30 - 5:00 pm -
Join Losada Stoddard as DM for our
newest D&D campaign. Learn how to
build a Dungeons and Dragons charac-
ter, and then set out on your Adventures.
No experience necessary! Come for the
mysteries and magic, tails and talons,
puzzles and prophecies! Snacks provided.
New members are welcome anytime!
Story and Activity Time (ages birth -
5+) — Wednesdays 10:30 - 11:30 am —
Cabot Rec Field Pavilion -  Join
youth librarian Amanda Otto for stories,
songs, crafts and activities! Stay after for
snacks and more active play on the
swing set, sand box and fields. All are
welcome!

Ready-To-Read Storytime & STEAM
Program (ages 5 - 8) - 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays — Sept. 11 - Nov. 6 — 2:30 -
4:00 pm Join Amanda Otto for a drop off
program designed especially to support
emergent readers. Participants will enjoy
fun and exciting books and STEAM and
nature-based projects. Snacks provided.
Space is limited. Registration is required
- email amandaotto.cabotlibrary
@gmail.com.

Snack & Paint with Jen Tidd (ages
5+) — Saturday, Oct. 12 - 12:30 - 2 pm -
Cabot Public Library - Join Jen Tidd
to create your own pumpkin patch
themed masterpiece by following step-by
-step instructions to paint your own ver-
sion of the sample art piece. Snacks will
be available to help feed your creativity.
All materials provided. This program is
recommended for children ages 5 & up.
Children under 8 must be accompanied
by an adult. Registration is required -
email amandaotto.cabotlibrary
@gmail.com.

Endangered Alphabets, Cultural
Erosion, and the Future of the Writ-
ten Word - Wednesday, Oct.23 — 7 pm
— Tim Brookes - What does the age of
digital convergence, Facebook, and glob-
alization mean for the future of the writ-
ten word? Writer/carver/painter Tim
Brookes offers remarkable and thought-
provoking perspective on this question
by looking at a range of forms of writing
from all over the world that are in dan-
ger of extinction. He displays a carving of
a piece of text in each script, leading a
discussion on how technology will help—
and always has helped—define the na-
ture of communication, and shows how
the story of a culture can be seen in its

writing, even if that writing is (as in
these examples) beautiful, utterly unfa-
miliar, and disappearing. For informa-
tion on the Endangered Alphabet Project
visitwww.endangeredalphabets.com.

A graduate of Pembroke College Oxford,
Tim Brookes has been a writer, editor,
guitarist, soccer coach, and woodcarver,
and founder of the Endangered Alpha-
bets Project. He was an essayist for NPR
for twenty years and is the author of six-
teen books, including Guitar: An Ameri-
can Life and Endangered Alphabets.
Cabot Book Group - Thursday, Oct
24— 2 pm The Cabot Book Group meets
monthly on the fourth Thursday of the
month at the library. All are welcome!
This month’s selection is Mr. and Mrs.
Prince: How an Extraordinary
Eighteenth-Century Family Moved
Out of Slavery and into Legend -
Gretchen Holbrook Gerzina - Merg-
ing comprehensive research and grand
storytelling, Mr. and Mrs. Prince reveals
the true story of a remarkable pre-Civil
War African-American family, as well as
the challenges that faced African-
Americans who lived in the North versus
the slaves who lived in the South. Lucy
Terry, a devoted wife and mother, was
the first known African-American poet
and Abijah Prince, her husband, was a
veteran of the French and Indian wars
and an entrepreneur. Together they pur-
sued what would become the cornerstone
of the American dream—having a family
and owning property where they could
live, grow, and prosper. Owning land in
both Vermont and Massachusetts, they
were well on their way to settling in
when bigoted neighbors tried to run
them off. Rather than fleeing, they as-
serted their rights, as they would do
many times, in court. Here is a story that
not only demonstrates the contours of
slavery in New England but also unrav-
els the most complete history of a pre-
Civil War black family known to exist.
TNuminating and inspiring, Mr. and Mrs.
Prince uncovers the lives of those who
could have been forgotten and brings to
light a history that has intrigued but
eluded many until now. Books will be
available for pick up in advance.

Thanks so much to the Library Trustees
for their devotion and hard work: Niall
McCallum, Angela Ogle, Kurt Steinert,
Taeryn Robbins, and Erin Ruddell. Addi-
tional thanks to Stella Heber, Aspen
Long, Madison Turco, Ella Senkowska
and Losada Stoddard for helping with
youth programming.

See you at the library!
Kathleen Hoyne — Library Director
Amanda Otto — Youth Librarian

Chair Yoga Leader Sought

by Jeanne Johnson

Last year a group of about a dozen of us met Wednesday after work at
Neighbors in Action for an hour of chair yoga. While gentle and non-stressful, it still
raised one’s body temperature and loosened a few muscles, and I, for one, miss it.
Especially now that fall is here with winter hovering nearby, it would really be nice
to have a weekly class (or two) to look forward to, and replace summer activities.

Is there anyone out there looking for an excuse to exercise their yoga chops and
expand their community connections? We'd really welcome your leadership.

If interested, please touch base with Amy at Neighbors in Action at 802-563-3322.

YOUR AD HERE!

Advertising in

inbox@cabotvermont.org

CHRONICLE

For more information, contact us at

Its a great way to reach up to
1900 households in Cabot,
Marshfield, Plainfield, Hard-
wick, and Danville! Spread the
word about your product or ser-
vice while helping to support a
great community resource.
We can also design
your ads for you.
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“Our Goal Is 100%
Customer Satisfaction”

471 Hollister Hill
Plainfield, Vermont

LCousitey Flogey
Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ~Sat 9 a.m—~ 1 p.m.
Or by appointment (802) 454-7301
www.countryfloorsvt.com

Green Mountain Eco Floors
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64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760
Hardwick, Vermont 05843

CENTURY 21

Farm & Forest

CONTRACTORS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

Derby, VT 802-334-1200
East Burke, VT 802-626-4222
Your dreams ~ Our job
Whether you're looking for a place to live,
work, or play in or around Vermont’s
Northeast Kingdom, you've come to the right
place. With two convenient locations,
our talented team of full-service agents would
be honored to assist you in your real estate
endeavors! Our firm handles Residential,

Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M

(802) 472-8400
info@hardwickvet.com
www.hardwickvet.com

Open Tuesday - Saturday

.~ Quality - Affordable Local

Natural Finishes
" Prefinished/Unfinished
Oliver Flooring Sales Installations Cyrus
Welters Free Estimates Pond
8025955049 KeepVermontGreener.com

| COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES Y=

—
Z==3REFURBISHED COMPUTER SALES ~
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

Located down the stairs to the left of the Cabot Village Store

Commercial, Land, Farms, Waterfront,
Rentals, and Auctions. Visit us online at

FarmAndForest.com

Sunwise Surveying
Specializing In Boundary Surveying
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire
802-426-3025

193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT

INFO@GREENMOUNTAINDRONE.COM
802-793-1650

ﬂﬂmc/

Dr. Debra Sioufi, Chiropractic Physician
Mike Sioufi, Shiatsu Practitioner
Marshfield, VT
802-426-2155
By appointment only

" LoCAL RETAIL
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HATURAL FOODSES
Tempeh - Miso - Natto

*plant-based protein *

HILLTOP
AUTO BODY

Tim and Jennifer Gochey
Professional collision repair.
All insurances accepted

Walden Heights
Nursery & Orchard

Certified organic nursery with a large
selection of cold-hardy, fruiting plants,

specializing in apple trees.
Consultations for orchard including rental cars
& homestead planning Call: 802-426-3738 or 802-522-7570

7] HARRINGTON
WU REALTY

g i
Commercial ~ Residential ~ Land
802-563-6000

www.harringtonvt.com

“Serving Central Vermont and the ||$
Northeast Kingdom since 1989” ==

Onion River Well
& Spring Service

‘!
\ 'i;i

v

Drilled Wells - Springs ‘- Pressure Tanks
UV Systems - Pump Service
Water Conditioning

EMERGENCY SERVICE

120 VT Route 215, Walden, VT
802-563-3012

WaldenHeightsNursery.com
Design, Installation,and

GOODRICH’S

Maple Farm
2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647
802-426-3388

Maple products-holiday gift baskets,
sugaring supplies, tanks
Everything for all your sugaring needs

Blaisdell’s
Maple Farm

802-563-6060
2 Gallons and 1 Half $100 ~ 1 Gallon $40

Half Gallons $25 ~ Quarts $15
Pints $10 ~ Half Pints $6

Cabor Garage, nc.

) maintenance of gardens,
3102 Mam Street, Cabot, VT 05647 landscapes, and homesteads
b S ol [ =]

Phone: 802-563-2270 Susan Socks 802.498.7785

cabotfarm@gmail.com

Garden Goddess =

Specializingin native and edible plants

P.O. Box 166
Cabot, VT 05647
Office : (802) 563-2112
damien@dunhambrotherspainting.com
www.dunhambrotherspainting.com

ADVERTISE IN THE
BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

CHRONICLE
Reach up to 2000 households by the
first of each month
in Cabot, Marshfield
and West Danville

Plus households in Hardwick,
Plainfield, Danville and beyond!

for more information:
inbox@cabotvermont.org

Full year for one low price! E-mail

www.cabotgarage.net
Family Owned & Operated Since 1955 www.socksfamilyfarm.weebly.com
H
LLT OP }l-‘ AND INSURED
EIF GE <« sgacredConnection, YOUR
SELF STORA ) RESIDENTIAL
| o/ Campins St
e 4-1 yinssage EXPERTS
802-917-8883 O e Rl S02-633-0246
Back Roads Farm, Cabot, VT E.I"Ungrﬂ com
Paul & Kristine
Stecker it TREE DOG IMPI.E INNOVA“ONS
785 Menard Road hpd KE“ “ El.s
Cabot, VT 05647 = THAN SMITH
802-563-2646 Fenced in-hoveboerding
) R ml00agefam 802 09171662 Cabot VT
. Raw Milk, Maple. Se yeer-randvalkingtrails "
MAPL E LAN E el Riredvet-techd yeers o
FARM & Raspberries CHERYL MCQUEENEY " $Ce|l"tifiecnl/0 & Insu "?F'&
paul@maplelanefarmvt.com 5356130 .
“ www.maplelanefarmvt.com 602 & (¢ )
Christina Ducharme,
L.Ac., MAOM
Blue Heron
Acupuncture, LLC
34 Patchen RD, South Burlington, VT 05403 802-563-2438
87 Bailey Pond Road, Marshfield, VT 05658 = e Wﬂf:y?-? F:*;FM 7-8 Fri £ 5at, 8-5 S5un
- - ¥ Ay G 2, 5 wiches, PMJ'DE'. Teas,
M_gﬂ,ﬁmﬁifpﬁgmisvt_com 1401 US-2 Marshfietd VT-05658 Jrozen and full service del, solods,
www.innerpathschoolofhealing.com ~ homemode soups, and much mone!
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BLOOD
DONATION
DRIVE 1018/2024

Give Blood. _
Save a life. .
. . Amerlca \ Blood

inbox@cabotvermont.org
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American Red Cross in August honored Jeanne Johnson for reaching a 100-donation mile-
stone, donating 169 units through whole blood, platelets or plasma. Occasionally donating at
a local whole blood drive, most of her contributions are platelets or plasma at the Red Cross
Burlington Blood Donation Center on Prospect Street, one of the few locations that offer
apheresis, the process used for collecting plasma and platelets. She started donating regularly
when her two-month old son needed both plasma and whole blood. He is healthy now, but
she’s never stopped donating, knowing many cancer patients still need plasma or platelets.
Her packets have traveled to Maine, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington
D.C. Frustrated at first that her donations did not seem to be used in Vermont, it was pointed
out that many Vermonters go to New Hampshire and Massacusetts for complicated cancer
treatments. Her most recent donation went to Maine, where the blood donation center is
apparently closed for renovations.

Convenient blood drive locations can be found near anyone’s home or work by going to
redcrossblood.org. and plugging in the zip code Whole blood donations can be accomplished
in less than an hour, platelets or plasma collections in Burlington take about three hours, with
free Netflix movies and Cabot Seriously Sharp snack bars thrown in! (The Creamery has a long-
time partnership with American Red Cross and has been sending monthly shipments to Ver-
mont’s lone donor center for decades.)

Neighbors in Action hosts a blood drive right in Cabot every two months (eight weeks are
required between whole blood donations). The next blood drive at Neighbors in Action is Fri-
day, October 18. You can sign up for an appointment right here in Cabot at redcrossblood.org.
If that date doesn’t work for you, consider making an appointment at another blood drive that
works with your schedule and work or home location.
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cABOT OCTOBER calendar
FREE Food Share

DRIVE-UP 12:00 - 2:00 pm
OCTOBER 9™ & 23%P

BINGO EVERY THURSDAY

Daoors open at 5:00 — Bingo begins at 6:00 pm

Community Supper
October 19" chicken & Biscuits!

Originally a faml:ly event, previously opened
we now invite the community to share our

A one-acre walk through the woods,
2assing by nods to movie characters, bats, zombl :

We have unique handcrafted props created by locals,
some designed with recycled materials and other items.

Live Music! Danations Welcome!

Senior Adventures
October 1" & 15™

3786 Cabot Road, Cabot, near West Hill Pond before you get to Woodbury.

Appropriate for almost all ages.

802 397-2183 or nonmieslic@gmail.com for information

33 :19 Mann Street
Derwertonwn Cabot Village
Cafl: B02-563-3332
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