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“Veterans Day
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SPONSORED BY THE CABOT HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND THE CABOT CHRONICLE
VETERANS DAY, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2024

AT THE WILLY BUILDING, TOWN HALL

Join us for lunch, an expression of our appreciation & shared stories. See page 8 for details.
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Obituaries: Veterans Stories: Pages 10-11 @l Business Directory:
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Introducing the Cabot Mentoring Ad-
visory Board: Mary Ann Tormey, Caitlin
Ackermann, Kelly Griggs, Anna Helfand
and Randilee Raynor.

Much thanks to these folks who are
volunteering in an advisory role for
Cabot Mentoring! Please feel free to

inbox@cabotvermont.org

Cabot Mentoring Advisory Grou
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reach out to any of them if you have
questions about the program.

Mark Christensen, Cabot Mentoring
Coordinator
cabotmentoring@gmail.com
802-595-1130

cabotmentoring.org
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The Little Mermaid

Swims to Cabot

by Karen Mueller-Harder

Cabot Community Theater

Local Roots: Cabot, VT Business Directory

A New Resource for Cabot Business and Residents

by Lori Augustyniak

Just in time for Small Business Satur-
day, November 30, the Cabot Commu-
nity Association (CCA) proudly an-
nounces the launch of Local Roots, an
online directory of Cabot businesses.
Local Roots will provide Cabot residents
and visitors with an easy way to find and
support local businesses close to home.

Local Roots: Cabot, VT Business Di-
rectory is the latest effort from the CCA
to support economic development and
community engagement.

“Cabot residents want to support our
local businesses, but did not have a di-
rect way to learn about local products
and services,” said Lori Augustyniak,

Local Roots:
Cabot, VT Business Directory
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Executive Director of the CCA.
“Creation of this directory is in response
to requests from local business owners
and community members to create a
platform that makes it easy to find and
support locally owned businesses. We
hope ‘Local Roots’ will help people dis-
cover the robust business community in
Cabot, make it easier for potential cus-
tomers to connect to local services and
products, and maybe even attract new
business owners to Cabot,” Augustyniak
said.
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Local Roots: Cabot, VI' Business Di-
rectory provides free listings to busi-
nesses located in Cabot or owned by
Cabot residents. The website is easy to
navigate and allows users to search for
businesses by category and alphabeti-
cally.

Business listings include contact infor-
mation, photos, links to social media and
websites, and a description of the service
or product. Businesses can easily add
their information online by visiting

Due to a na-
tional touring pro-
duction of The Mu-
sic Man, Cabot
Community Thea-
ter has gotten word
that we won’t be
able to perform
that title this year,
and instead, our spring show will be The
Little Mermaid! This delightful stage
musical is based on the Disney version of
Hans Christian Andersen’s classic tale.
Look in the December issue of the
Chronicle (and FPF) for performance
dates and information about January
auditions!

We are excited about the opportuni-
ties for thinking creatively about the
technical aspects of the show, and are
looking for more people to help out! The
key positions we still need to fill are:

e Set and lighting designers, to trans-
form CSPAC into realms under and
above the sea in a way that looks great
but is easy to change between scenes.
We have people happy to do painting

gV

and setwork, but need someone (or a
team of 2 or 3) skilled at combining
imagination and practicality to make a
workable plan for the show.

e We would love to have some appren-
tice choreographers to help create
dance/movement for some of the musi-
cal numbers, working with an experi-
enced mentor. These could be young
people who have been studying dance
for several years, and would like the
opportunity to try their hand at simple
choreography, and bring some new
ideas to our stage.

e And as we will be doing some creative
costume creation/construction for this
show, we are looking for assistance
from people with sewing skills to help
make that possible! (Assistance with
costume coordination from those with-
out such skills is welcome, too!)

If you (or your mature child) are inter-
ested in helping out in these or any other
ways, please reach out to us at
info@cct.aroundvt.org and well be in
touch! CCT strives to be a welcoming,
inclusive theater group, and aims to pro-
vide excellent, affordable performances
for the community, while having a great
time doing so!

CabotVemont.org and filling out a short,
simple form.

“The directory platform is very versa-
tile and we are still learning about all of
the cool things we can do with it and ex-
plore more ways to support the local
business community,” Augustyniak said.
“But for now, we just want to make it
easler for people to support the commu-
nity and shop locally.”

In launching the new business direc-
tory, the CCA joined forces with Seth
O’Brien, small business owner of Seth’s
Computer Service. Seth and his family
are long-time residents of the Cabot area
and Seth is passionate about supporting
Local Roots and connecting the commu-
nity and its local businesses, which will
ensure the continued enhancements of
the directory and the user experience.

This project is also made possible
through the generosity of local donors,
committed to strengthening the Cabot
business community.

Businesses can join Local Roots:
Cabot, VT Business Directory, by filling
out a simple online form at CabotVer-
mont.org or contact the CCA at
info@cabotvermont.org.

Residents can search the directory to
support local businesses by visiting
CabotVermont.org and click on Local
Roots: Cabot, VT Business Directory.

**Saturday, November 30, 2024, is
Small Business Saturday — a day to cele-
brate and support small businesses and
all they do for their communities. Please
join the CCA and organizations across
the country in supporting your local
small businesses by shopping at a small
business.

— R—
Local Roots: Cabot Business

Directory
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CHRONICLE

COMMUNITY COMMENTARY

The views, opinions and information expressed in the Community Commentary (LTE),
are solely those of the writer and not necessarily those of this newspaper or its affiliates.

Pransky for Ziobrowski

Dear Editor:

I have known Tom Ziobrowski for
over forty years. He is thoughtful, consid-
erate, moderate, reliable and most im-
portantly, a problem solver. With his
wife, he has raised and nurtured two
children. As a primary care physician he
has experience managing challenging
situations, as well as tailoring his re-
sponse to the particular needs of indi-
viduals and their families. In the com-
munity he has served as Danville Town
Moderator for sixteen years. He has led
Danville’s Citizen Senior Housing for
even longer, as well as volunteering with
the Vermont Food Bank and the Saint
Johnsbury After-School Music program.

Tom’s considerable talents and experi-
ence are highlighted by his passion for
understanding and responding to peo-
ple’s needs. He is deeply aware of the
struggles and challenges of moderate
and low income earners. Tom is also
deeply concerned that the struggles our
citizens face each day regarding the is-
sues of affordable housing, food and ne-
cessities as well as insurance and health-
care costs that are impacting and over-
whelming the health and well-being of
our citizens and their families.

Vermont is facing very serious fiscal
issues that will directly impact every one
of us, which will only add to the strain of
recent increases in property taxes and
escalating costs for food, housing, insur-
ances and fees.

We can count on Tom to advocate for
all of us as he takes on the role of State
Representative. He will advocate for
practical, sensible, forward-thinking and
equitable solutions to the most pressing
issues that face all of us daily. He will
help us to face and find solutions to the
housing shortage and the cost of housing.
He will stand strong for public education,
reproductive freedom, protecting and
advocating for our civil rights, family and
child services and affordable healthcare.

He is a tireless advocate to help our
citizens understand and take on the im-
portance of Climate Change and the
roles we must all play in changing the
trends that are currently bringing our
planet to the brink of self-destruction.

Tom Ziobrowski will work tirelessly to
make Vermont as affordable and equita-
ble as possible for all of us and ease our
struggle and concern over caring for,
feeding and housing our families and
protecting our environment. And most of
all Tom will stand strong for all of our
citizens...Keeping Vermont Strong!

Judy Pransky

Toll in Support of Ziobrowski

Dear Editor:

Please join me in supporting Tom Zio-
browski for the Vermont Legislature. I
have known Tom for over forty years. He
has a life-long history of caring for people
and working to promote healthy commu-
nities. As a primary care doctor, Tom
knows firsthand how people worry about
paying their bills, staying in their homes,
and coping with serious health issues.

Tom will bring compassion and inde-
pendent thinking to Montpelier, and he
will ensure affordability in his decisions.
Tom works effectively with others, has
an all-inclusive, thoughtful approach to
tackling pressing issues impacting those
in our state, and will be a strong voice of
reason for our rural communities.

A vote for Tom is a vote for integrity,
common sense, and fiscal stability.

Kitty Toll
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HAZEL M. GREAVES
INCOME TAX &
BOOKKEEPING

SERVICE

802-563-2332

2010 BAYLEY HAZEN ROAD
EAST HARDWICK VT 05836

hazelgreavestaxservice@gmail.com

Two November Community Dances!

by Karen Mueller-Harder

The Cabot Community Contra Dance
will host TWO dances during the month
of November, both held in the wonderful
third floor space in the Willey Building
(Cabot Town Hall, 3084 Main Street).

Our regular second Friday dance on
November 8 will feature the wonderful
calling of Luke Donforth, a favorite of this
dance community! Live music is provided
by a great group of local musicians--you
can just come and listen if you like! The
dance is 7-9:30 pm; if you've never been to
a contra, you are encouraged to arrive
right at 7:00, as we will start with the
simplest dances, and then well build
upon what you learn throughout the eve-
ning.

And we will be holding another after-
noon Family Dance on Saturday, Novem-

ber 2, from 3-5 pm! This is for families
who find evening dances too late for
them, and anyone else who would enjoy
some daytime frolicking with people of all
ages! While all our events are family-
friendly, this one will feature active
dances especially well-suited to the
youngest members of the community.
Our teacher will be Erin Smith, who
loves leading family dances, and well
have the same great live music we enjoy
for the second Friday dances!

Everyone is welcome, and all dances
are taught, and easily learned, even if
you've never danced before! Admission is
on a sliding scale, $5-10, or you can bring
some finger-food refreshments to share at
the break! Masks are welcomed but not
required, and welll have the windows
open for ventilation.

Hope to see you at a dance!

Great News for Cabot!

The Town of Cabot has been awarded
a $5.1 million dollar grant from USDA
Rural Development under Community
Facilities Disaster Funding that will be
applied towards the building of a new
Public Safety Building. As you are
aware, the Town had to raze the old Fire
Department Building due to the effects
of the July 2023 flood. The Cabot Fire
Department currently resides in a tem-
porary building on the South Walden
Road.

Selectboard Chair Michael Hogan
and Fire Chief Dean Deasy have been
working with the USDA Rural Develop-
ment the past few months to submit
information required by the program.

These monies will cover a large por-
tion of the required building costs with
the remainder being raised through
other federal programs. This is a great
gift to the Town of Cabot and its resi-
dents and will give us a facility that will
be a multi-purpose Public Safety Build-
ing that will house all Cabot’s’ municipal
emergency agencies. It will benefit not
only Cabot but the surrounding area.

The Town appreciates all the help
from the USDA, especially Shaun
Fielder, who helped us navigate through
this process. More details to come later.
Mike Hogan- Chair Cabot Selectboard.
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Nancy N. Dix Perry,
86, of Marshfield, passed
away at her home on
% September 4, 2024. Born
on July 27, 1938, she
was the daughter of
Leon and Madeline
(Cassavoy) Dix. Nancy
siblings, Norman
Dennis and Diane

has three
(predeceased),
Myrick.

She was married to Vancil “Bunky”
Perry (predeceased) and later divorced.
She had two children, Shawn Perry
(Debi) of Marshfield and Valarie Roberts
(Tim) of Marshfield; five grandchildren,
Evan, Kelsey, Tyler, Ciara and Kyle
(predeceased); five great-grandchildren,
Leighton, Jayden, Rosemary, Brody and
Kainen.

Nancy had a great love for horses and
rode in the Plainfield parade for many
years. She enjoyed sharing her flowers
from her large flower garden. She en-

inbox@cabotvermont.org

joyed volunteering at the Jaquith library
and helping with the yearly plant sale.
Later in life she learned how to play the
fiddle and loved to share a song with
anyone who would listen. She loved hav-
ing tea parties with friends, being called
“Fancy Nancy” and making homemade
donuts to sell like her mother Madeline
did. Nancy loved cats and had just lost
her favorite Mr. Gibbs.

Special thanks to Judy Dix, her good
friend and sister-in-law, for all she did to
help Nancy. In lieu of flowers please
make a donation to Twin Valley Senior
Center Meals on Wheels or Central Ver-
mont Humane Society. A graveside ser-
vice was held Friday September 20,
2024, at 2 p.m. at Eaton Cemetery in
Marshfield.

Arrangements are in the care of
Pruneau-Polli Funeral Home in Barre.
Those wishing to express online condo-

lences may do so at www.pruneaupolli
funeralhome.com.
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ADVICE FROM THE TREE WARDEN

by Roland Payne,
Cabot Tree Warden

In my last article in August, I wrote
about the upcoming Municipal Tree In-
ventory scheduled for September.. On
September 4 and October 2, 2024, a new
Municipal Tree Inventory was created by
Joanne Garton and myself. The inven-
tory was created using the apps ArcGIS
Field Maps and Survey123. These two
apps are needed to input data on tree
location, tree species, tree health, and
planting date. It took two days of survey
work and the inventory is now complete.
The inventory is now uploaded and pub-
lished to the Urban and Community For-
estry Municipal Tree Inventory web
page. The inventory includes the trees in
the town green spaces as well as trees in
the public rights of way in the Cabot vil-
lage. The trees along Elm street and
Main street, the recreation field, the tem-
porary Fire Department building, the
town green, and the Willey building were
included in the inventory. To view the
Cabot Municipal Tree Inventory go to
the URL below. A map will come up and
you then need to zoom until Main street
in Cabot is shown on your phone, tablet,
or computer screen. Little green tree im-
ages should load onto the page with
numbers on the images. These represent
the trees in Cabot’s public spaces which
are counted in the inventory.

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/
MuniTrees/

There are many other web pages
available on the Urban and Community
Forestry website regarding Municipal
Tree Inventories. The URL below will
load their webpage on the many uses of a
Municipal Tree Inventory if you are in-
terested in learning more. There are nu-
merous uses of a tree inventory, includ-
ing tree maintenance history and a data
record of the trees planted. Both common
uses of a Municipal Tree Inventory.
Other useful data includes photos of
trees, which will show growth over the
life of the tree as photos are periodically
uploaded. Also, the removal of badly
damaged or dead trees is shown for two
of our trees with a blue circle indicating a
planting site.The inventory is also a good
way to document any maintenance re-
quired on the trees such as pruning or
removal of dead branches.

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/
municipal-assistance/inventories-and-
management-plans/municipal-tree-
inventories/using-your

The two trees needing replacement
show as planting sites include, one of the
four cherry trees on the town green died
around the fourth of July, and one of the
four northern pin oaks at the Willey
building which was hit last winter by a
car that slid off the Whittier hill road.
Both trees have been removed. Replant-
ing of the northern pin oak at the Willey
building will take place in May of 2025.

SILENT AUCTION

HILLCREST ADIRONDACK CHAIRS

TO BENEFIT FREE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER
BIDS TAKEN UNTIL CLOSE OF CHRISTMAS DINNER

Donated by Richard Ducharme,
maker of fine Vermont Adirondack fumiture.
Built to last and crafted from quality solid Ash hardwood locally harvested

BIDS MAY BE PLACED AT THE DEN
OR AT CHRISTMAS DINNER

Featured on WCAX by Elissa Borden
in a “Made in Vermont” segment April 25, 2022
https://www.wcax.com/2022/04/25/mivt-hillcrest-chairs
Watch Richard at work in his studio https://youtu.be/8d2LmRnx2Es
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With Will Ameden and Karen Larsen in northern Ontario’s Killarney wilderness, picking
cranberries for Thanksgiving (the second Monday in October is Canadian Thanksgiving).

CABOT ARTS
SHOW AND TELL

Cabot Visual Arts’' Show and Tell folks will gather
in the Willey Building on

November 10, 2024 , 2 p.m.4 p.m.

DAYLIGHT
SAVING
TIME

NOVEMBER 3, 2024
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Through The Cabot Chronicle, the CCA promotes their mission to enhance the quality of community life for those residing, doing business, and visiting
Cabot, VI. One aspect of that mission is to empower Cabot residents to participate in the governance and management of our town.

The Chronicle is dedicating a staff writer to cover selectboard and other meetings, for the purpose of keeping community members informed about issues
discussed at meetings they might not be able to attend. Most meetings are available via Zoom for those who would like to listen in person. Instructions for
Jjoining meetings virtually through Zoom are posted regularly on Front Porch Forum, or you can call the Town Clerk's office for details at 563-2279. Digital
Recordings of selectboard meetings are available on the Town website, CabotVT.US by clicking on "Selectboard Meetings.

SELECTBOARD UPDATES

Town Budget Preview

|by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer |

Before the regular Selectboard meet-
ing on October 8, the board held a special
budget meeting at 5 pm. Mike Hogan
presented the board with a printout of
the current fiscal year budget, and ex-
plained that it showed what the town
had spent to date. He also explained that
there was no co-mingling of monies, and
the money for the 2023 and 2024 floods
were being kept separate. He stated that
there will be a separate accounting of the
money for the floods in the town report
next year. He concluded with “It takes a
lot of money to run a town.”

The board was silent for a few min-
utes as they reviewed the budget papers.
As they read, Mike said he wanted to
pivot to something else and said they got
the surplus numbers for FY23. He said it
was $225,465, and for the previous year
it was $72,306. R.D. Eno asked if that
included the sale of the Masonic Hall,
and Mike confirmed it did.

R.D. sought clarification on what
other accounts there were aside from the
flood accounts, water and sewer. Mike
responded that the cemetery and CCIF
accounts were separate too.

Mike then asked Amy Monahan,
Town Treasurer, how much the town
had borrowed for the flood. Amy listed
four loans consisting of $1,000,000,
$500,000, $500,000 and $1,000,000 re-
spectively. She added that the first mil-
lion dollars had been paid off because the
town received a $999,000 insurance
check. She also noted that each loan was
a 12-month loan, and the next one is due
for payment on November 20, $500,000
plus interest.

Mike said that realistically the town
would not be able to pay off that loan,
and noted that FEMA is paying the cu-
mulative interest. Amy then said the
other two loans come due in February of
2025. Mike also said that they are start-
ing to get reimbursements. Amy added
that to date they have received just un-
der $52,000. She said that aside from the
Menard Road project, which is being
reimbursed at 100%, the Blodgett and
McQueeny roads are only being reim-
bursed at 75%.

Mike noted that the town will get
90%, and will only be dealing with 10%,
and that most likely will be 5%. Amy
then said there were three projects that
have reached the obligated state, and
those will be reimbursed at 75%. She
said that totals a little over $85,000 due
to the town. She said the other 12 pro-
jects are in various stages.

Mike then talked about some things
he wanted the board to think about. He
said that one of the Fire Department
vehicles, the rescue, has had some is-
sues. He also said they have to do some-
thing about the tanker and noted that

should be another thing that is warned
for a town vote.

Dean Deasy presented the board with
a couple of rough estimates. He said to
replace the rescue with a rarely new, but
used, vehicle was about $300,000. Dean
added that they hoped they could get
around $100,000 for the existing rescue.

He then told the board that the
tanker needs to be replaced, and that it
is beyond its service life and doesn’t
carry much water. Dean said that they
are starting to put money into it, and the
Fire Department's budget is through the
roof for truck repairs.

Mike stated that grants are going to
be the thing that helps offset the cost of
new vehicles. Dean said they had ap-
plied for a grant, but haven’t heard back
yet. He said the grant application was
for $225,000 to replace the tanker. Dean
noted that the chances are slim.

A $500,000 grant to replace the
tanker had been applied for back in
2022, and the status of the tanker was
communicated to the Selectboard then.
The Chronicle reported upon the discus-
sion in the June edition of 2022.

The discussion eventually moved onto
the fiscal year 2026 (FY26) budget. Mike
said that wastewater was going to be a
whole different thing, and that the town
had received the 100% engineering re-
port for the wastewater plant.

Fred and Karen talked about the
problem with speeding, and other illegal
activities happening on, and to, the back
roads. Karen wanted to know if they
should talk about a policing contract and
Fred said they needed to spend more
money. Mike pointed out that the prob-
lem was the amount of available re-
sources. Karen expressed concern that
someone was eventually going to get
killed. She said it wasn’t the risk to the
drivers, but more-so the neighbors and
pets.

Mike also noted that they expect at
least two articles for Town Meeting. One
for the tax exemption for the Neighbor’s
in Action building, and another one from
a petition that is currently up in the li-
brary. The board had to end the meeting
due to the time, because the scheduled
regular meeting started at 6 pm.

TOWN
OFFICE -
CLOSED ~

November 27, 2024
to
December 1, 2024

Cabot Ambulance Report

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

The topic of “Ambulance Quarterly
Report” was on the agenda for the Octo-
ber 8 Selectboard meeting. The status of
Cabot Ambulance had not been dis-
cussed openly at Selectboard meetings
since August, when the board approved
signing the contract with them after
Karen Larsen made the agreed upon
updates.

At the October 8 meeting, Mike Ho-
gan stated that Cabot Ambulance had
sent a copy of the report based upon the
contract they had recently signed. He
proceeded to read from the reports:
“July, August, and September; number
of runs 36, number of transports needed:
14 patient refusals, ... 19 to CVMC, Cop-
ley and NVRH. Number of mutual aid
transports, 2 unique emergencies trans-
ported for us. Number of mutual aid as-
sists, 2, we assisted EM (East Montpe-
lier) on scene.”

Mike said that Ruth Goodrich had
sent a copy to him and to Betty Ritter,
Town Clerk. He added that “for the re-
cord” Jenn Miner had resigned from the
ambulance service.

Karen Larsen then spoke about it
being challenging, and is a work in pro-
gress, to meet the reporting require-
ments of a new contract. She went on to
say that the reporting requirements are
detailed in section 14, and proceeded to
read from the contract. She then said
that what is missing is the year to date
data, the total number of EMS incidents,
and some clarification language. She
then expressed that the Selectboard can

look forward to an update, adding that
the report was a great start, but it was
incomplete.

R.D. noted that he thought they had-
n't stipulated a calendar year or fiscal
year for the reporting. Mike said he
thought they were submitting the report
based upon the fiscal year since that is
when the contract started. Karen re-
sponded that there are just a couple of
missing pieces and that the data is pub-
licly available.

The board then turned to Fire Chief
Dean Deasy and asked how the FAST
squad was proceeding. Kris Schmitt re-
sponded for the Fire Department and
said that they have an agreement in
place, and just need one more agreement
signed. She added that they started or-
dering gear and doing background
checks. She estimated that if everything
goes smoothly they will be operational by
mid to late November. Dean said there
were 12 people interested in the FAST
squad that are currently members of the
fire department.

Mike then noted that he and Dean
had been working on a USDA grant for
funding 75% of the building costs for the
permanent fire station. The Selectboard
had held a USDA required informational
meeting on September 23 regarding the
USDA grant. In attendance were three
selectboard members, the fire chief, and
the town clerk. There were no members
of the public, aside from the Chronicle
staff writer, at the meeting. The total
cost of the project, and what 75%
amounts to, was not presented at the
meeting.

CCIF Change Proposed

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

At the previous Selectboard meeting
on October 8, R.D. Eno stated he had
written a new version of the CCIF plan
that he didn’t want to make public until
after he presented it to the CCIF Com-
mittee later that week.

At the October 15 meeting, Mike Ho-
gan began the discussion by noting that
everyone should be aware that the
UDAG fund had been renamed to the
CCIF fund several years ago. Mike went
on to say that he believed the money had
always been meant for economic devel-
opment, and noted that he and R.D. had
talked over the summer about making
changes to it.

R.D. said he had sent copies to every-
one on the Selectboard, and then pro-
ceeded to review the contents of his draft
CCIF plan. He stated that the plan is
more compact than previous plans, and
then said that the plan combines the two
funds, the general fund and the educa-
tion fund, into one fund that is to be used
exclusively for economic development, in
particular for capital investments.

He went on to say that the plan de-
fines capital investments and the role

the Selectboard will play. R.D. stated
that it will be up to the Selectboard to
find and consider projects for capital in-
vestments and present them to the com-
munity. He added that there is a check-
list of information that the Selectboard
needs to present to the voters, and the
voters will approve any expenditures at
Town Meeting.

R.D. also said that capital invest-
ments can be in the form of loans or
grants. He also said that the rules and
procedures will be defined by the Se-
lectboard in consultation with a number
of representatives from other groups and
committees.

Mike wanted to review the objectives
and read from the draft, “the creation of
new commercial enterprises, expansion
of existing enterprises, job creation, de-
velopment of property for commercial
use, development of multi-family hous-
ing, and the enhancement of municipal
infrastructure.” He then said that this
has been “magnified since the floods.” He
said it was an important movement for-
ward, and the town was fortunate to
have the funds.

(see ‘CCIF Change’, page 6)
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(continued from page 5)

R.D. then noted the most striking
difference in the plan was that the CCIF
committee would no longer be elected,
but rather appointed by the Selectboard.
He added that the treasurer would be a
member ex officio (Merriam-Webster
Dictionary defines “ex officio” to mean
"as a result of one's status or position").
R.D. also said the members of the CCIF
committee need not be residents of
Cabot, and the committee would be re-
sponsible for investing and managing
the fund.

He then talked about a discussion he
had with the CCIF committee regarding
the wastewater account, which was sup-
posed to be a liability to the wastewater
fund of $475,000. He said the amount
was to be repaid to the UDAG fund, and
he thought it was supposed to happen in
2029. The Chronicle verified in town
records that $405,500 is due to be re-
turned from the wastewater fund to the
CCIF fund in 2027, and another $75,000
is due to be returned in 2031, for a total
of $480,500.

Then R.D. explained how the waste-
water fund money was invested. He said
the original investment was in Treasury
Bills known as zero coupon bonds, which
are bonds that pay out interest, but the

principal is preserved. He added that
when the bonds mature, the principal
comes back at the end of 30 years.

R.D. said that at some point, and we
have no records, those Treasury Bills
were liquidated. He speculated that
somebody thought the town could make
more money with a different investment.
He reiterated that there is no record, and
they only know that the funds were
moved around and today reside in an
investment account at Union Bank.

He stated that the account is called
the Town of Cabot Wastewater Fund
and roughly has a value of $413,000.
R.D. said the CCIF committee was upset
to learn that the full amount due back to
the CCIF fund was not there in total. He
added that he is not sure how it would
affect the wastewater budget should the
funds be withdrawn and returned to the
CCIF fund.

Mike noted that there could be some
pushback regarding CCIF committee
members not needing to be town resi-
dents. He also said he didnt see why
there needed to be so many people in-
volved in the creation of the rules and
procedures. Mike added that when they
talk about the budget, it might be good to
also talk about an article for Town Meet-
ing. He felt that one million dollars could
open up some doors.

Speeding to Dams, and Discussion Between

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

In the recent meetings of October 8
and 15, the Selectboard covered a multi-
tude of topics, of which a few are cap-
tured in this article. Prior to the October
8 meeting, the room was full with mem-
bers of the public, with the board mem-
bers sitting around their table. There
were many discussions among commu-
nity members going on at the same time,
while the board discussed the ownership
of the West Hill Pond Dam. Since the
meeting hadn’t started, and the room
was loud with other discussion, the
Chronicle can’t fully report upon the
board's discussion.

Part of the discussion focused on how
the town could take ownership, and R.D.
Eno proposed sending a tax bill, and
when it isn’t paid, the town could take
ownership. Mike Hogan proposed using
eminent domain. Karen Larsen spoke a
little about inspections, but the rest of
the conversation was drowned out by the
noise in the room.

After the meeting started, Cheryl
McQueeny spoke during public comment
about the teenagers spinning donuts up
by the cemetery on Cabot Plains Road.
She said that a lot of damage was done
after Sid did all the work putting in a
new culvert. She noted that many know
who the responsible parties are, and that
it is a group of teenagers. She proposed
the town could send them a letter stating
they will be responsible for damages.

The board discussed the matter with
Cheryl, pointing out that this is a prob-
lem on many of the roads in Cabot. The
board said the Sheriff is aware of the
situation, and Betty said that they are
starting to patrol on back roads.

The board also discussed flood hazard
mitigation and the recommendation
from SLR Engineering to remove the
debris from the Main Street tributary,
and to widen the VAST trail bridge. The
board agreed to spend the $10,000 they
had set aside to hire Steve Hogan to re-
move the debris. Mike abstained from
the vote.

Betty Ritter opened the bids for the
town lawn mowing, stating there were
three bids. After opening the bids, she
realized that two of them were for the
cemetery, and only one bid had been
received for the town mowing contract.
The bid came from DR Property Mainte-
nance, which is the current contractor,
and the board approved it.

The Board also discussed having the
contractor mow the recreation field once
before winter. They decided to defer the
decision to Chris Tormey, who had been
coordinating recreation field recovery.

During “Other Business”, R.D. noti-
fied the board that the grant application
to buy out Cabot Garage had been ap-
proved. He noted that they now had to
figure out where to relocate the business,
and that should probably be discussed at
some point.

R.D. also said the grant to buy the
Winston property had been received, but
the granting agency is out of money, and
won’t have more money until December.

Also during “Other Business”, Karen
asked about the trees the board had dis-
cussed being planted to mitigate sound
and light for the residents of Elm Street.
Dean said the tree warden had ordered
50 trees and will determine where to
plant them to create a solid screen. Dean
was not sure what type of tree had been
ordered.

Karen also spoke about the drafting of
an Emergency Action Plan (EAP) for the
West Hill Pond Dam, pointing out that it
is a requirement of the state. (A quick
search on the internet indicated in Ver-
mont, dam owners are responsible for
developing, maintaining, and exercising
their EAPs. They work with local and
state officials to create the plan). She
said the West Hill Pond association is

also having separate concurrent conver-
sations on how to proceed because the
dam safety program only deals with the
dam owners. She added that the dam is
currently privately owned, and the town
did reserve $20,000 to help pay for dam
repairs. Karen also said she discovered
how the sluice gate was repaired, and
stated that there was a piece of rolled
steel put in place over the hole.

-

|
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School Budget Outlook

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

The School Board received a brief up-
date regarding the budget from Micheal
Concessi, the CCSU finance director, at
the September 23 regular meeting.
Micheal started by reviewing the fiscal
year 2024 (FY24) status. He said that
revenues finished ahead of plan, mostly
due to the investment income and inter-
est income. Then he talked about what
drove expenses over budget.

Micheal said that repairs to the oil
burners, and the need to burn fuel oil
because the biomass furnace was offline,
cost around $77,000. He noted that
when they created the budget the prior
year, there was an expectation the bio-
mass furnace would be running. Micheal
summarized the deficit as a combination
of the deficit from the prior year, plus
FY24 deficit, the total was around
$122,000.

He explained to the board that when
he drew up the budget for the current
fiscal year (FY25), he estimated
$100,000 for the total deficit from prior
years. He said the good news was that
most of the deficit has been budgeted for,
but pointed out that they will have to
figure out how to cover the extra
$22,000.

The board then reviewed the docu-
ment that Michael had sent them, and
they discussed the special education
costs. Ellen noted that the budget missed
it by over $100,000, though that is less
than 5%. She speculated that it was
probably due to third party services.
Ellen recalled they couldn't hire a speech
language therapist and the school had to
contract one. Matt Foster added that the
supervisory union also had to contract a
psychologist for the entire year, too.

Ellen then asked about Medicaid re-
imbursement for special education ser-
vices. She said she had heard that many
schools often have coding issues that
cause problems getting the correct reim-

bursement. Matt responded that they
tightly monitor all reimbursable expen-
ditures, and noted that the supervisory
union has a full time position, funded by
Medicaid, to handle Medicaid reimburse-
ments. He said that the total Medicaid
revenue is close to $400,000.

Micheal then briefly spoke about the
FY25 budget and said it was too early to
make any predictions. He said that as
long as the biomass furnace is running,
they shouldn’t run a deficit in that area.
Michael then turned to the FY26 budget.

He explained, for the new board mem-
bers, that the process starts at the super-
visory union level. He said that they first
need to understand what expenses are
unreimbursed so they can figure out how
much to charge back the individual
school districts. Micheal said that proc-
ess is currently underway. He continued
to say that the process should be com-
plete later in October and he will be able
to present a Cabot School budget at the
November meeting. He noted the Octo-
ber meeting would be too early.

Ellen wondered if it was worth sched-
uling a special meeting earlier in Novem-
ber, and asked Matt to let her know if
they have a budget earlier so they can
schedule a meeting.

The conversation then turned to the
governor’s letter, where Governor Scott
explained how the state borrowed 69
million dollars last year to keep the
school budget increases down across the
state. The letter warned School Boards
that even with no budget increases, the
state could drive a 7% tax increase for all
town school taxes.

Matt added that health insurance
rates are expected to increase again, and
noted that the bulk of the budget is tied
to salaries and benefits, and the school
district does not control benefits. Ellen
concluded the conversation by saying
that Cabot School district runs a pretty
lean budget.

Merger Study Committee Postponed

|by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer |

At the September 23 meeting, Ellen
Cairns asked the board for a motion to
form a 706b study committee. She ex-
pressed that she wanted the motion on
the floor so they could start a discussion.
Ellen relayed that she heard from two
people, and relayed what Chris Tormey
told her. Chris was not in attendance at
this meeting.

Ellen stated that Chris was not neces-
sarily opposed to a merger, but is con-
cerned if Cabot School merges with
Twinfield School, and the merger does

not include Danville School, then the
Town of Cabot would not have enough
seats on the merged board to counter
moving middle school to the union
school.

She also expressed that many com-
munity members have also voiced the
same concern, and their desire to keep
middle school in Cabot. Ellen said the
merger committee can look at many op-
tions, as well as consider concerns, to
develop their merger recommendation.

Ellen postulated that the recommen-
dation could include middle school
(see ‘Merger Study’, page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

students at Twinfield coming to Cabot.
She emphasized the study committee
was just responsible for studying the
options, and if the committee does create
a recommendation, it could include what
a merger would look like.

She also relayed an opinion she re-
ceived from Rory Thibault, a former
school board member, that starting the
discussion of a merger now would be
more destabilizing for the school and
voiced support for a board retreat includ-
ing the Twinfield School Board.

Ellen noted that her response to Rory
acknowledged the board is getting a late
response on the subject. She added that
the sustainability committee has been
looking at how to bring more kids into
the school from other school choice
towns, or from home school families

“But, last year when we were looking
at a big budget increase,” Ellen coun-
tered, “what we said to the town was, if
you pass our budget this year, we prom-
ise we won't rest on our laurels and just
keep coming back to look for more. We
will do the hard work looking at what
the options are.”

Ellen stated that she didn’t want to
start reducing the quality of education
because the board needs to cut positions.
She expressed that it doesn't mean they
have to do a merger, but felt they should
start the discussion.

Erica Fucello said that if the study
committee comes back with a recommen-
dation, it doesn’t mean it will happen.
She noted that anything has to be voted
upon by the town. Ellen agreed that the
committee just has an advisory role.
Ellen also said that Danville for the first
time ever expressed the possibility of
participating on the study committee.

Alicia Heber said it might be worth
waiting for the November community
sustainability forum if the public ulti-
mately decides. She felt that they should
get a better gauge from the community
before going forward with a study com-
mittee. She also said the school choice
vote last March got 40% of the votes out
of the 600 votes. Alicia expressed that
since the board said it would look at all
options, that choice can’t be excluded
from the conversation.

Erica related to the promises she per-
sonally made that the board was going to
look at all options. She added that she
doesn’t want to delay, and questioned
how fast it could be formed after the sus-
tainability forum.

Ellen brought up the letter they re-
ceived from Governor Scott reminding
school boards that there was at least a
7% school tax increase from the state.
Ellen said there are only about seven
preK-12 schools left in Vermont. She also
pointed out that most high schools in
Vermont are union high schools, and 495
towns in Vermont have decided they
can’t run a high school on their own. She
emphasized she isn’t pushing for a
merger, and that the board can reject
any recommendation the study commit-
tee presents.

Erica asked if a board retreat with the
Twinfield school board could be sched-
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uled in October to see how they feel
about a merger. Ellen said she had a
conversation with them and relayed that
if Cabot doesn’t form a 706b committee,
then Twinfield might merge with some-
one else. Alicia reiterated that the board
should wait for the sustainability forum
in early November.

Jason Monico asked how much the
committee would cost. Matt Foster an-
swered that he didn’t think it would cost
much and identified possible expenses
such as surveys. He added that legal
expenses would be reimbursed. Ellen
said surveys could be done online.

Alica expressed that she didn’t want
the board to spend a lot of time on a
merger and then have it shot down by
the voters. Ellen acknowledged that a
previous merger vote was approved by
voters in Twinfield and rejected by vot-
ers in Cabot.

Erica asked if it was a rush? Jason
stated that maybe the committee could
perform the study next school year. Ellen
said she didn’t feel comfortable talking to
people without having any real data.

Alicia returned to the subject of school
choice, and stated that many people did-
n't vote for choice because they didn’t
want to take choice away from students
that want to stay in Cabot. She ex-
pressed that school choice may get more
support to prevent a merger. She said
that if we can’t keep Cabot School 1n its
current configuration, I think school
choice needs to be discussed.

She said the data wasn’t clear as to
why it was more expensive, and said the
community should see the numbers to
make the decision. Erica responded,
saying that they did have the numbers,
and it was very substantial. She added,
if sustainability is the issue, then school
choice is the opposite.

Matt said that he lives in a school
choice town, and noted that school choice
impacts the elementary school. He said
that high school costs can not be con-
trolled and all cuts happen to the ele-
mentary school.

Ellen stated that many school choice
towns have trouble passing school budg-
ets. She mentioned that three superin-
tendents wrote a letter to St. Johnsbury
Academy asking them for a $500 tuition
decrease so their budgets could be
passed without further cuts to the ele-
mentary budget, and St Johnsbury
Academy refused.

Alicia said that a merger with
Twinfield would make Cabot a less desir-
able town. She added that there was
some really awful stuff going on there,
without presenting any details.

Jason moved to table the motion, stat-
ing he wanted to get some cost estimates
for the study, the tuition rates, and if
there would be any cost savings with a
merger. Ellen explained that a merger is
different, and Matt said there wouldn’t
be a tuition rate.

Ellen explained that a merger would
create a new high school, independent of
Twinfield and Cabot schools. Matt also
explained that estimating cost savings of
a merger is the task of the study commit-
tee. He noted that the combined high
school wouldn’t need two teachers for
every subject.

Jason said that it seems like there are
a lot of things about a merger that have-
n't been talked about before, and that
they need to hear from the town. He
stated that he thought the town said
they wanted to keep Cabot the way it is
when they passed the budget.

Ellen responded that she felt a lot of
people voted for the budget because they
asked them to give the board time to
study all the options. She reiterated that
the study committee would not be ap-
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proving anything, it would just be study-
ing the idea of a merger.

Alicia then seconded the motion to
table the motion, and added that she
thought there would be a lot of resis-
tance from the families because of what
is going on at Twinfield.

The board voted to table the motion:
Alica and Jason voted yes, Ellen voted
no, and Erica abstained. Chris was not
present at the meeting.

School Playground Update

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer

The interim principal, Jennifer Blake,
updated the School Board on the status
of the new playground at the September
23 meeting. Jennifer told the board that
phase one had been completed.

She then explained that after digging
through emails, she realized that phase
one looked more complete in the plans
than the playground currently looks. She
stated that phase one is what is in the
ground. She also acknowledged that
there are plans for phase two and phase
three, but that will take time.

Jennifer talked about the amount
raised through fundraising and dona-
tions being a little over $70,000. She
went into detail that around $25,000 of
material was purchased, but the bulk of
the expenditures went to removal of the
old playground and installation of drain-
age for the new playground, which was

around $59,000. She summarized that
the total project cost was $84,437.19 and
only $70,458.17 was raised. She wasn’t
sure about how the difference will be
handled and noted that they had not
finished paying the contractor yet.

Ellen Cairns responded, “So we need
more money?” Jennifer responded that
they will need a budget. Ellen then
asked Jennifer if the kids were enjoying
it. Jennifer said they are, and explained
that parts of the woods are being kept
open as part of the playground.

There was then a discussion about the
red line on the climbing wall, and that
the kids seem to be paying attention to
it. Matt Foster, superintendent, asked
where the height of the red line came
from. Jennifer wasn’t sure, but specu-
lated it came from Physical Education.
Matt speculated it might be from insur-
ance requirements.

Budget Meetings and Selectboard Meetings
Through December, 31, 2024

Budget and Selectboard Date Time
Meetings
Preliminary Budget Mtg. Tuesday, October 8 5:00 p.m.
Selectboard Meeting Tuesday, October 8 6:00 p.m.
Selectboard Meeting Tuesday, October 15 6:00 p.m.
Budget Meeting Monday, October 21 5:00 p.m.
Budget Meeting Monday, October 28 5:00 p.m.
Selectboard Meeting Tuesday, November 12 6:00 p.m.
Budget Meeting Monday, November 18 5:00 p.m.
Selectboard Meeting Tuesday, November 19 6:00 p.m.
Budget Meeting Monday, December 2 5:00 p.m.
Selectboard Meeting Tuesday, December 3 6:00 p.m.
Selectboard Meeting Tuesday, December 17 6:00 p.m.
Tentative Selectboard November Meeting Times
Name Date Time
Ambulance Monday, November 18 6:00
CCA/Chronicle Monday, November 18 6:30
Cemetery Monday, November 18 6:45
Neighbors In Action Monday, November 18 7:00
Willey Building Monday, November 18 7:.15

From the Town Clerk

PROPERTY TAXES DUE
Thursday, November 21, 2024
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FREE VETERANS LUNCH

RE-ELECT ANDREW PERCHLIK FOR I
The Cabot Chronicle and Cabot Historical Society are WASHINGTON COUNTY SEMATE

collaborating to thank veterans for their service and
collect veterans’ stories, an important component of the
fabric of our community. If you are a veteran or have a
loved one who has told you about their experience, we’d Climate Vote h-r mail now or vote
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home in support of our service members are welcome, as

well. But don’t feel you have to tell a story to attend. Affordable Housin g

You can just eat and listen.

We’re planning a casual free lunch on Monday,
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vited, and we hope to see you there.
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wellbeing of the young child -
_We would love to meet you!

S
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CabotChildrensCenterimamail com

WORK LOCALLy,

inbox@cabotvermont.org

Follow the Pack: Huskies to Coyotes

The American Basketball Association
(ABA) announced October 15 that the
Vermont Coyotes will begin play in 2025
as they bring ABA basketball back to
the Barre Auditorium, the former home
of the Vermont Frost Heaves, where
team owner Anthony Marques was a
staff member under head coach dJeff
Strohm. “We are very excited to be back
in Barre,” stated ABA CEO Joe New-
man. “The community really supported
the ABA well before and I know that
under the leadership of Anthony it will
again. This team should be a great suc-
cess on and off the court.”

Vermont native and former pro bas-
ketball player and trainer Anthony
Marques owns the new club. He offi-
cially announced the team's hires at GM
and head coach.

U-32 grad and Twinfield-Cabot coach
Kris Bador will take the reins as general
manager and longtime youth and AAU
coach in the Northeast Kingdom, Jesse
Palmer, will serve as the bench boss for

VT COYOTES

the Coyotes.

They say they're looking forward to
the opportunity to bring high level hoops
back to the Aud.

For more information, go to the ABA
announcement at https://
realabaleague.com/vermont-coyotes-to-
begin-aba-play-in-2025/.
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- Yelerans' Storie

Niels Larson

I served in the Royal Danish Guard
Horse Regiment from September 1958
to September 1960. By then the horses
had been replaced by tanks and Den-
mark had become a member of NATO,
so we were part of an alliance that had
first-hand experience with the devasta-
tion caused by Nazi Germany, and lived
with the Soviet army close to our bor-
ders.

I am old enough to have vivid memo-
ries of the Nazi occupation. When I was
5, I witnessed a company of goose-
stepping Germans parading in front of
my father’s farm-equipment business. I
had been frightened when German
bombers flew low over our home. Later
when my father bought a farm in 1943,
an RAF plane was shot down in the for-
est bordering our farm.

So, when I, after finishing a three-
year apprenticeship program, was called
up to join the Royal Danish Guard
Horse Regiment, I knew I needed to
serve, and not just from having so re-
cently experienced the German occupa-
tion. The Hungarian uprising in 1956
when Soviet tanks crushed the Hungari-
ans made it clear that Western Europe
was threatened. At the time, there were
calls for President Eisenhauer to inter-
vene. He refused, not wanting to start a
war with the Soviet Union at a time
when Western Europe were still recover-
ing.

That recovery was greatly helped by
President Truman’s and Secretary of
State George Marshall’s generous assis-
tance to Europe’s recovery with the in-
troduction of the Marshall Plan. The
integration of Europe that for so many
years has made the European Union
safe for democracy owes a lot to the Mar-
shall Plan. My father had first-hand
experience with Marshall aid, having
been a member of a group of farmers
that received funding to build an Alfalfa
Dehydrary to make Denmark more self-
sufficient in protein supplement for ani-
mal feed. The project had the additional
benefit that it provided dairy farmers
with a much less labor-intensive cash
crop than sugar beets at the time when
farm hands were increasingly migrating
to factory jobs with better pay and work-
ing conditions.

From Europe we looked with admira-
tion at the economic boom begun by the
Truman and Eisenhower administra-
tions, among other things, through the
GI Bill and the Interstate Highway Sys-
tem.

During my service there were re-
minders of the occupation all around us.
The Captain in charge of our Boot Camp
had served with Field Marshall Mont-
gomery in North Africa and my first
captain after completion of Sergeant
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School had been interned at the German
concentration camp in Neuengamme.
When he died in a riding accident, his
replacement had earned his commission
by his participation in one of the most
effective sabotage cells of the Danish
underground, composed mostly of young
communists.

I spent a year in Canada after com-
pleting military service, returned to
Denmark to get an undergraduate de-
gree in Economics and Business Admini-
stration, and returned to Canada as a
newly-wed. I was accepted for graduate
study at MIT in 1967. My wife Doris
needed to work to support us during the
first year at MIT so the US Consul in
Toronto gave her a green card and de-
cided that it would be just as easy to give
me a green card, too, rather than the
normal student visa. It made good sense
to us. However, the consul neglected to
tell me that I would be subject to the
draft in the USA at the height of the
Vietnam war.

Fortunately for me, when I appeared
before the Selective Service Board and
presented them with my 24-month Dan-
ish and therefore NATO service I was
classified a veteran. I have always won-
dered whether US veterans would con-
sider me one, too, so I asked Jeannie
Johnson who responded with “why not,
it 1s a big world out there” or something
very similar.

Military service is an important part
of my life. Rubbing shoulders with
youngsters from all walks of life and
family backgrounds is eye opening and
enriching. I am still in contact with
friends from the service. I believe it was
a grave mistake to abolish the draft.

Richard Ducharme

Richard enlisted in the U.S. Army
August 1967. He went to Basic Training
at Fort Gordon, GA. He received ad-
vanced individual training as an aircraft
mechanic for thirteen and a half weeks
on Huey helicopters, then volunteered
for additional schooling for Hughes OH-
6A “LOACH” (LOH-Light Observation)
helicopters.

In May 1968 he was sent to Vietnam,
where he worked on “choppers” used as
gunships or transport, and would often
go up with the test pilots to make sure
everything worked properly.

He enlisted before he could be drafted
to exercise some control over what kind
of work he would be assigned. Overall, it
was a positive experience, and he is very
proud to say he never hurt anybody or
fired a rifle in combat.

He earned the rank of Specialist 5
(SP5) before returning to civilian life. He
was called home on a hardship dis-
charge in 1968 because his Dad needed
him on the farm. He'd done his duty,
and it was time to get on with farming.
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Nallys At Your Service

Mait Nally Jr. (left) and Robert Nally
(right)

Robert Henry Nally

o Enlisted July 2019 in Air Force after
graduating Cabot HS

e Current rank SrA/E4

o Security forces

e Current command Moody AFB

e Several deployments in the Middle
East,

o Working towards office of special in-
vestigations

Matthew J. Nally, Junior

e Enlisted in Navy February 2013 after
graduating Cabot HS

e Current rank Petty officer first class/
E6

e Current position SeaBee/Equipment
operator

e Current command Little Creek am-
phibious base, VA

e Several deployments, including Ant-
arctica, South America, South Korea,
Puerto Rico and the Middle East

Rebecca Nally‘s family

William A Murray Senior
(Becky’s dad)
o Enlisted in US Army, February 1962

William A Murray Junior

(Becky’s brother)

¢ Enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps, September 1986

Jennifer L. Murray (Becky’s sister)

¢ Enlisted in Air Force January 1996

¢ Retired, January 2016

e Technical Sergeant weapons instruc-
tor.

Matthew Nally‘s family

Henry George Nally (my grandfather)
enlisted in US Army, September 1918

John F Nally Senior (my father)
Enlisted in US Army, December 1954

Countless uncles on both sides of the
family served in the armed services dat-
ing back to the civil war.

Veteran’s Stories continued on page 11
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Kris (Karlyn) Schmitt

e U.S. Army 1983-1997, Achieved Rank
of Sergeant First Class (E-7)

¢ Basic Training and AIT at Fort Jack-
son, SC

e Served at Fort Hood, TX, Butzbach
and Frankfurt, Germany, Desert
Storm (5 months), Instructor, Fort
Jackson, SC, Drill Sergeant School,
Fort Jackson

o Drill Sergeant, Fort Leonardwood,
MO

o Drill Sergeant Instructor at Fort Jack-
son, SC

e Served in Germany at the time of the
Fall of the Berlin Wall

]
.

Jacqueline Lumbra

Jacqueline enlisted in the Air Force
August 1982 because she felt she needed
a change, and a cousin suggested service
as an option.

She attended Basic Training in Janu-
ary 1983 at Lackland Air Force Base,
then Technical School at Shepphard Air
Force Base in Texas for carpentry/
structures. During the first four months
of training she wanted to shoot said
cousin! But the service gave her struc-
ture, and she was quickly given respon-
sibility because she’d already developed
construction skills working for her fa-
ther.

Her service took her to many loca-
tions around the world:

e Near Biloxi, Mississippi, for Rapid
Runway Repair Training

e Tyndall Air Force Base near Panama
City, Florida

e Panama twice - built a school for lo-
cals, rebuilt structures for hospice lo-
cated on old leper colony. Encoun-
tered quite a few original lepers (one
103 years old), first coral snake (“3- or
5-stepper”), tarantulas and scorpions.
A fellow airman accidentally brought
a scorpion home in a duffle bag and
was bitten when he got home.

o Israel - worked on a military base but
got to travel on weekends - watched
the sun rise over the Dead Sea. Also
got to float in the Dead Sea — and
what they say about healing proper-
ties was proven — a long-standing skin
rash disappeared within two days.
Visited Bethlehem, Jerusalem (old
and new), Jordon River (still has holy
water).

o Near Bamako, capital and largest city
in Mali, located on the Niger River in
Africa. One day layover on the way
allowed a visit to Azores, an autono-
mous region of Portugal. Worked with
local Malians on a former Russian
compound with no potable water and
135 degree heat, building a health
clinic —locals put on a show with danc-
ing and music and food for airmen at
the end.

e Macedonia in 2000 as part of a huge
four-rotation project called
“Cornerstone” Kameh Temetihnk,
renovating a health care clinic, re-
building sewer lines, electrical system,
hvac, etc. - eight or nine projects dur-
ing those four rotations of different
groups. In charge of putting in an
underground oil tank mis-ordered
(supposed to be 1,000 gallons, received
10,000 gallon tank!).
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Jacqueline on her $79.99 bike in Cuba.

e Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson,
Anchorage, Alaska - stayed on Army
base, worked at Air Force base, trav-
eled around Alaska on weekends.

e Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Da-
kota, working on base — found that
Devils Lake really WAS a devil: we
experienced lost wedding ring, lost
camera, lost wallet!

e Minneapolis-St. Paul Joint Air Re-
serve Station in Minnesota — worked
on base, got to go tubing during free
time during one of the driest summers
in history and one-hour tubing outing
took three hours.

e Spent four years stationed at Otis Air
National Guard Base on the Cape as
only female among 160 males.

e Served at the former Pease Air Force
Base, now Pease Air National Guard
Base, on a big project to upgrade heat-
ing system, fabricating, soldering pip-

ing.

e Wake Island Air Base in the Pacific
Ocean, between Hawail and Guam —
worked on base, had a brief period in
Hawaii. Enjoyed grilled fish, Thai food
and first experience with sushi. A hur-
ricane hit shortly after we left and
destroyed most of the base.

e Naval Station Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba (GTMO) 2006-2007 building
expeditionary legal complex on an old
runway — separate from rest of base
with independent power supply, bath-
rooms, tents, water. 105 degrees when
we arrived. Worked in workforce
management. Three original Cuban
workers from before our arrival still
remained on base. Got to ride all over
our side of the island on $79.99 bike
purchased at Navy Exchange store.

Retired in 2012 as Master Sergeant E-7.

Who’s That in the Back Office?
Amy Monahan, Cabot Town Treasurer

by Jeanne Johnson

At 2024 Town Meeting, Cabot voters
passed Article 10, “Shall the voters of
the Town of Cabot allow the Selectboard
to appoint the Town Treasurer as per-
mitted by the Vermont Legislature pur-
suant to 17 V.S.A. §2651 €(d) and (f) for
a term of one or three years? (Australian
Ballot)

Starting July 1, 2024, Amy Monahan
has assumed the responsibilities of
Treasurer. We thought you might like
to know a little about her.

Amy and her family had a strong de-
sire to relocate to Vermont from Fram-
ingham Massachusetts. She has lived in
Massachusetts her entire life, and felt “it
was time” The family has a camp in
Lunenberg and has spent a lot of time in
Vermont — she calls it her “happy
place.” She finds the lifestyle here much
more laid back — and she’s ready for
that Two kids and two grandkids are
still in Massachusetts, and three grand-
children are in Vermont. Stepdaughter
Melissa Pratt moved to Cabot August
2023, and Amy started spending a lot of
time here.

Jackie Pratt saw the job posting on
Cabot Connects — Amy had been looking
for a new job anyway—and Amy sent
her resume to the selectboard. She was
offered an interview, which lead to being
hired.

She says she loves the town, and
wanted to move to Cabot, but it is not so
easy to find a house in town. They
ended up with a house in Marshfield
right outside of Groton State Forest.

Her husband, Steve Monahan, had
just retired. He enjoys spending time on
the tractor, making trails on their almost-
22 acres. His whole family lives in Ver-
mont. His father comes from Lunenberg
and his mother grew up in Lyndonville.
The family built a home in Lunenburg in
1988, then another camp owned by
Melissa and Jackie was built in the 50s.

Amy has a 22-year old daughter at
home finishing school at SNHU
online She persevered through COVID-
19 at Keene State her Freshman year
and one semester Sophomore year, but
finds she likes the online experience,
also working until the move to Vermont
30 hours a week along with
school. Hopefully, she will be done
January, majoring in criminology with a
concentration in human rights and ad-
vocacy.

The family includes dogs Olivia, 11, a
rescue terrier mix, and Hippo, age un-
known, a Staffordshire pitbull mix that
was brought into Caroline’s workplace
as a stray and subsequently adopted by
her. Both dogs love it here and enjoy
running around, exploring the property.

Amy’s experience has been in the le-
gal field, with a variety of legal work.
She knows about land record searches
and research is a strong suit.  She’s
done all the bookkeeping for 35 years
while her husband owned his own com-
pany and part time for a local non-
profit. Municipal government is defi-
nitely a learning curve, but she’s found it
very interesting and she’s learning a lot.

Amy’s been very busy since arriving
in town, with the move, her son’s wed-
ding, and the births of two granddaugh-
ters, one in Massachusetts and one in
Kyoto, Japan. Brian, the oldest, just got
married this month and lives
in Worcester, Massachusetts. Bradley
was married last August and lives in
Auburn, Massachusetts, and he and his
wife have two kids.

She’d like to get back into golf and
hiking, and looks forward to exploring
the Cabot trails — she is proud that her
granddaughter has a poem on the poetry
walk, and she is looking forward to
checking out the trail at Burtts. The
family has a pontoon boat in Lunenberg
and they may bring it to Mollys Pond for
fishing.

North Carolina Aide on the Way

Following the terrible damage created by Hurricane Helene, Cabot residents dug
deep to help, in gratitude for North Carolinians who had come to Cabot in 2023 to
help after the flooding that affected our town.

A number of community members brought donations to a trailer in Barre headed
south, but it was already full and departed before many contributions could be deliv-
ered. So John and Sheryl Graber offered their toy hauler RV, which was loaded up
October 12 at Neighbors in Action with contributions from Cabot townspeople and
NIA stock.
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Veterans’ Stories

(see ‘Veterans’ Stories’, page 12)
vetstownhall.org/donate or PO Box 112,
Richmond, VT 05477.

ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY PART-
NERS

This year’s community partners include
emcees Kyle Aines, Marty McMahon,
Don Hayes, Norman VanCor and Jon
Turner; venue sponsors and local part-
ners American Legion Post 5 and the
post’s Tuesday Coffee Hour, the Godnick

Adult Center, Rutland Young Profes-
sionals, Saint Michael’s College Military
Community Services and Student Veter-
ans Association, Sean Braunstein, Cata-
mount Arts, Vermont Adaptive’s Vet-
eran Ventures program, Vermont Law
& Graduate School, and Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter 1; food donors
including Cabot Creamery Cooperative;
peer support from the Vermont Veter-
ans Outreach Program; and others.
These events are supported in part by
Vermont Humanities.

Vet the Vote and U.S. Vote Foundation Make a
National Push to Vote in Honor of a Veteran

Vet the Vote i1s partnering with
the U.S. Vote Foundation on a new cam-
paign to encourage Americans to partici-
pate in Vote in Honor of a Veteran pro-
grams this election season. Currently 14
states, along with counties in Florida
and South Carolina, run programs
where voters can indicate that they are
voting for a veteran or service-member.
In 2024, two states, New Hampshire
and Mississippi, launched new Vote in
Honor of a Veteran programs.

“Service members, veterans, and mili-
tary families have defended our freedom
to vote for generations. Vet the Vote is
excited to help lift up the many states
and counties that have launched pro-
grams to honor this service and we hope

to see Americans across the country par-
ticipate in a Vote in Honor of a Veteran
program this election.” -Ellen Gustafson,
Vet the Vote Co-Founder.

When voters participate in these pro-
grams, they can help honor the memory
or current service of those who wear the
uniform. Such programs help under-
score how voting is a patriotic civic ac-
tion that service-members and their
families have fought to defend through-
out history.

Make sure to use #voteinhonor and
tag us on Instagram and Facebook let-
ting us know who you're voting in honor
of this election season!

In Service,
The Vet the Vote Team

Are Cabot Elections Fair and Secure?

You Bet They Are!

|by Fred Ducharme |

T've worked with Betty, Michelle and
Shirley on elections for years, and I'd like
to tell you about the safeguards in place.

Ballots were mailed by the Secretary
of State directly to voters at the most re-
cent address provided by the voter. Bal-
lots with faulty addresses are delivered
by U.S.P.S. to the Cabot Town Clerk,
where every effort is made to find a cor-
rect address.

When voter errors are found on early-
voted ballots, town officers do everything
possible to determine whose ballot it is to
provide that voter every opportunity for
that ballot to be counted.

When voting in person on election day,
every voter is checked in against the
voter checklist in order to receive a ballot.
Once the ballot is filled out, every voter is
checked out against the checklist before
dropping their ballot into the tabulator.
At the end of the voting period, the two
checklists are compared and must match.

The tabulator is plugged into only an
electrical outlet — there is no online or
internet connection whatsoever. It can-

not be remotely accessed.

At the end of election day, Cabot elec-
tion officials gather at the Town Clerk’s
office to sort all ballots into piles of 25,
counted by a team of two, cross checked
by another team of two to confirm the
numbers. If the numbers are off, they are
counted again.

And those tallies are checked against
the tabulator totals.

All ballots with write ins are put into
other piles (Daffy Duck or Snoopy written
in), each into their own pile, and those
are counted by two teams of two. A list is
created with every write-in recorded.

Over the last 12-13 years, I have ob-
served that votes are double and triple
counted, and if the numbers don’t come
out right, they are counted yet again.

All ballots are retained in the vault as
Directed by Vermont Secretary of State.

The Cabot Town Clerk enters the con-
firmed numbers into the Vermont Secre-
tary of State’s highly secure database
before closing out the election in the
Town of Cabot, having done everything
possible to ensure the capture of every
registered voter’s ballot.
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Friday, November 8, noon
Veteran's Day Appreciation lunch
Free to Veterans

Friday, November 22
10 am.—noon—Vaccination Clinic

3—>5 p.m. Chicken Pie

and Dessert Takeout

Call 223-3322 to reserve

Candidates & Voters Had Thelr Say

| by Jeanne Johnson |

Cabot voters have the privilege of a
choice of candidates to send to the House
of Representatives in Montpelier this
January. Greg Burtt of Cabot and Tom
Ziobrowski of Danville have both cam-
paigned for the right to succeed Henry
Pearl at the State House, representing
the towns of Cabot, Danville and
Peacham.

The Cabot Chronicle and Cabot Com-
munity Association sponsored a candi-
date forum on October 17 at the Willey
Building to give voters an opportunity to
hear from both candidates about their
priorities and ask questions of their own.

It began with one question each from
the Flood Resiliency Task Force, the
Planning Commission, and the School
Board, three Cabot organizations grap-
pling with difficult missions. It then
opened up to the audience for their own
questions, followed by the Town Clerk’s
information about successfully voting

the ballots mailed by the Secretary of
State.

The forum was recorded, and the re-
cording is available on both the Cabot
Chronicle and Cabot Community Asso-
ciation websites (although some of the
audio is very quiet):

www.CabotChronicle.org
www.CabotVermont.org

o’ Thanksgiving Turkey
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YOUR AD HERE!

Advertising in

CHRONICLE
For more information, contact us at
inbox@cabotvermont.org

Its a great way to reach up to
1900 households in Cabot,
Marshfield, Plainfield, Hard-
wick, and Danville! Spread the
word about your product or ser-
vice while helping to support a
great community resource.
We can also design
your ads for you.
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BINGO EVERY THURSDAY

Doors open at 5:00 = Bingo begins at 6:00 pm
LAST BINGO NOVEMBER 21°7

Senior Adventures, open 10am Nov 5th and 19th

Community Supper 4:30-6:30

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16"

LASAGMNA, GARLIC BREAD, SALAD, DESSERTS!
Eat in or Take Out

Live Music! Donations Welcome!

3339 Maiﬂ 5-'tr¢~|':1 AR |HTB-L:::‘::.:::'<H-:::$:J:MT
Devwentown Cabot Village
Call: 802-563-3322

Peacham Corner Guild Christmas Show
Upstairs at the Peacham Town Hall

Friday Nov 1*, 10:00am — 7:00 pm
Saturday Nov 2™, 10:00 am — 3:00 pm
Guild Members and our Invited Guest Artists
Come enjoy holiday shopping at its best
as well as a variety of baked goods and
light lunch fare to eat in or take out

Peacham Corner Guild

643 Bayley Hazen Rd, Peacham, VT
B02-592-3332
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A NEW DOCUMENTARY FILM BY
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Vermonters struggling
with food and
housing insecurity.

PLAINFIELD ARTS PRESENTS

HELIAND

A LIVELY SELECTION OF CHAMBER MUSIC
AMD STORIES FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2
DOORS AT 3:30 | CONCERT AT 4200 PM

PLAINFIELD
OPERA HOUSE

£ 30 SUNERES TN DR0MA THOM

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE
AND AT THE DOOR

L
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Upcoming Events at the Jaquith Public Library

November 2024

All events are free and held at the
Jaquith Library unless noted otherwise
Old Schoolhouse Common, 122
School St. RM 2 Marshfield, VT 05658
For info: jaquithpublicli-
brary@gmail.com 802-426-3581
www.jaquithpubliclibrary.org

World War I and Local Impact with
Mo Cerutti

Friday, November 8 at 5:30 PM

The Marshfield Historical Society will
commemorate Veterans Day with Mo
Cerutti recalling World War 1 with first-
hand accounts from his family archives.
He will display his grandfather's uniform
which had seen service in France. He will
share photos and read selections of arti-
cles describing wartime action and conse-
quent impacts on our region's small
towns. Mo will also invite audience mem-
bers to share their own family stories of
WW1. We'll learn together about the too-
often neglected world war. Join us for
this special program in the Hap Hayward
History Center on the second floor of the
Jaquith Library. Free and open to the
public. Please call 802-454-1680 for more
nformation.

Winter Clothing Giveaway Saturday,
November 9,10 am to 1 pm

Upstairs in the Hallway and Meeting
Room of the Old Schoolhouse Com-
mon

We are looking for clean winter clothing
to be dropped off in the upstairs hallway
from November 4th through November
9th. Volunteers are needed Friday
from 3 to 5 PM to sort and set out the
clothes and on Saturday at 1 p.m. to
pack up the clothes. We also need
two drivers to bring the clothes to
Barre. Please call the library to sign-
up.

Dorothy Canfield Fisher: Her Contro-
versial Legacy with Ben Koenig
Friday, November 15 at 7 pm

Ben Koenig, local book expert, will exam-
ine the life of Dorothy Canfield Fisher,
much esteemed writer and activist, and
the controversial 2019 removal of Fisher's
name from a children's book award. How
do we—in a different time—evaluate posi-
tions of well-known people during their
lifetimes. Koenig will discuss this difficult
and continuing issue of our time.

Iain MacHarg and Ian Gauthier Play-
ing the Scottish Bagpipes

Saturday, November 16 at 4:30 pm

A concert to benefit Youth Services Sug-

gested Donation $10

Art Show

Many Portraits of People You Most
Likely Know - Portraits by Artist
Eddie Epstein

October 25 through December 25

“T've been doing portraits for as long as I
can remember. Perhaps the most difficult
of subjects, it's the most interesting for
me. Nothing more challenging or intrigu-
ing than trying to capture a real person’s
character on canvas”. Opening on Octo-
ber 25 at 6 pm with a Poetry reading
with Bob Messing at 7 pm.

Good Beginnings Parenting Group
Wednesdays from 10:30 to 11:30 am
dJoin us for our weekly gatherings where
caregivers can relax and connect while
their babies play and explore in a calm,
supportive setting. Geared toward babies
ages 0-18 months and their caregivers.
Siblings can come along as well.

All Hands Together Community
Crafting Group

Tuesdays 4:30 to 6 pm

and the fourth Saturday of every
month 11:30 am to 1 pm

Bring whatever craft you are working on
or start a new project. All ages are wel-
come if they are old enough to be sitting
and working on a craft. Knitting and
spinning maven, Donna Hisson from
Marshfield, is the host of the group.

Chapters in History Book Group
Second Saturday of the month at 2
pm

A free program series of reading and dis-
cussion co-sponsored by the Marshfield
Historical Society and the Jaquith Public
Library. The public is welcome and en-
couraged to participate. Books are avail-
able for loan from the library.

November 9: Rutherford B. Hayes by
Hans L. Trefoussee

Fall Storytime and Playgroup with
Youth Librarian Sasha McGarvey
Fridays from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Join us for a morning of stories, crafts and
free play. They will be held outside unless
the weather is frightful.

Monthly Book Group

Fourth Monday of the month at 7
pam.

Join us for the Jaquith book group. For
copies of the book, please stop by the li-
brary. New members are always wel-
come, and it’s only one hour a month!
November 25 Night Watch by Jayne
Ann Phillips

LIBRARY HOURS: Monday noon
- 6 pm, Tuesday 10 am - 6 pm,
Wednesday 2 - 6 pm, Thursday
noon - 6 pm, and Saturday 9 am-
noon. Curbside library service is still
available during regular library hours.

Dungeons and Dragons (ages 9-13) -
Ongoing - Tuesdays, 3:30 - 5:00 pm -
Join Losada Stoddard as DM for our
newest D&D campaign. Learn how to
build a Dungeons and Dragons charac-
ter, and then set out on your Adventures.
No experience necessary! Come for the
mysteries and magic, tails and talons,
puzzles and prophecies! Snacks provided.
New members are welcome anytime!

Story and Activity Time (ages birth -
5+) - Ongoing - Wednesdays 10:30 -
11:30 am — Willey Building 3rd Floor
—  Join youth librarian Amanda Otto for
stories, songs, snacks, crafts and lots of
open play! All are welcome!

Ready-To-Read Storytime & STEAM
Program (ages 5 - 8) — 2nd & 4th
Wednesdays — September 11 - No-
vember 6 — 2:30 - 4:00 pm. Join
Amanda Otto for a drop off program de-
signed especially to support emergent
readers. Participants will enjoy fun and
exciting books and STEAM and nature-
based projects. Snacks provided. Space
is limited. Registration is required -
email amandaotto.cabotlibrary

@gmail.com

Snack & Paint with Jen Tidd (ages
5+) — Saturday, November 2 — 12:30 -
2:30 pm - Cabot Public Library - Join
Jen Tidd to create your own harvest
themed masterpiece by following step-by
-step instructions to paint your own ver-
sion of the sample art piece. Snacks will
be available to help feed your creativity.
All materials provided. This program is
recommended for children ages 5 & up.
Children under 8 must be accompanied
by an adult. Registration is required -
email amandaotto.cabotlibrary

@gmail.com.

Many thanks to Cabot Smith Farm for
donating pumpkins and Burtt's Apple
Orchard for donating apples for our fall
programs. Additional thanks to Losada
Stoddard, Stella Heber, Aspen Long and
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Ella Senkowska for their help with youth
programming, and another huge thank
you to Thomas Dunbar.

Just Getting By, a new Kingdom
County Productions documentary film by
Bess O'Brien focused on Vermonters
struggling with food and housing insecu-
rity — Wednesday, November 20 -
Tpm - Q & A after with Director,
Bess O’Brien.

Vermont has the second highest rate of
homeless people in the United States,
right after California. One third of Ver-
monters struggle to put food on the table.
The film was shot during 2022-23 by
director Bess O’'Brien and cinematogra-
pher Patrick Kennedy. “We wanted to
capture the day to day lives of Ver-
monters who were living paycheck to
paycheck and who were struggling to
keep food on the table and a roof over
their head. We also wanted to show the
incredible resiliency and courage of folks
who have very little and still manage to
get up every day and strive for a better
life,” O'Brien says. “We hope by touring
the film across the state that we can
raise consciousness about these pressing
issues of food and housing insecurity
with Vermont audiences across the
state,” says O’'Brien.

BIBLIO+ All Cabot Public Library pa-
trons are now able to access a FREE
video streaming service called Biblio+
using your library patron number. If you
don't know your number or would like a
library card, call, stop in or email cabotli-
brary@yahoo.com. Biblio+ offers free and
unlimited access to films, TV series and
documentaries ad-free on any device!

And - if you would like to participate in
Cabot Public Library's monthly book
group for fun, lively discussions, please
reach out! cabotlibrary@yahoo.com 802-
563-2721.

Thanks so much to the Library Trustees
for their devotion and hard work: Niall
McCallum, Angela Ogle, Kurt Steinert,
Taeryn Robbins, and Erin Ruddell.

See you at the library!
Kathleen Hoyne — Library Director
Amanda Otto — Youth Librarian

November is a Great Time to Plant a
Bird Feeder (That’s not a Typo!)

by Susan Socks of Garden Goddess
Consulting and Gardening

It's November, and many of us are
getting ready to hang bird feeders. There
are platforms for jays, cylinders for
chickadees, suet cages for woodpeckers.
Some are squirrel-proof. None are bear-
proof (be sure to wait for deep winter
before you put feeders out!) But the best
feeder isn’t plastic or metal. It’s an oak.

At first glance, this may not make
much sense. Oaks produce acorns, and
while that’s great for squirrels and bears,
what’s in it for birds? It’s all about cater-
pillars. Dozens of species of moths and
butterflies eat oak leaves They lay eggs
on the oaks, and caterpillars hatch out in
huge numbers. Birds eat the caterpillars,
which are both highly digestible, and
very nutritious. Songbirds with access to

lots of caterpillars produce glossy, color-
ful feathers, which makes them attrac-
tive as mates. In turn, they produce ba-
bies. And what do these hungry little
nestlings need? You guessed it: lots and
lots of caterpillars. How many? A pair of
chickadee parents need between 6000
and 9000 caterpillars to raise a nestful of
babies, according to research by ecologist
Doug Tallamy. Geezum, that is a LOT of
caterpillars....

While oaks top the list for hosting the
most butterfly and moth species, there
are other trees that are nearly as produc-
tive. Native willows, cherry, poplar, and
dogwood are also great host trees. In
fact, if a tree is native to the area where
it’s growing, it’s probably a good host for
caterpillars.

Now you might be thinking, what
about seeds and fruit for birds? By all

means, plant native shrubs that bear
fruit, such as viburnum, and native per-
ennials with tasty seeds, like coneflower
and black-eyed susan. These food
sources are important for birds as well.
But the key food is caterpillars, the pro-
tein powerhouses songbirds need to suc-
cessfully raise babies. If you only have
time and energy to plant one thing,
make it a native tree.

Late fall 1s a great time to plant trees.
The air temperatures are cool, which
helps avoid drying and heat stress. The
ground is still warm, allowing for some
root growth before winter dormancy. Fall-
planted trees, especially smaller, younger
trees (think of trunks about as thick as
your finger) generally don’t need supple-
mental watering the way spring-planted
trees do. In most cases, they dont even
need to be staked; they will put out
enough root growth in fall and early
spring to withstand most wind. Do re-
member to protect the tree from rodents,
rabbits, and deer, with tubes or screen.

Native trees, shrubs, and perennials
won’t cause birds to congregate at un-
naturally high density like a typical bird
feeder. So you won’t get the “wow” factor
of a dozen chickadees or finches all vying
for a perch. But they will help birds in a
deeper, natural way, supporting them in
all four seasons, rather than just a few
months mid-winter. When it’s time to
buy your next fancy feeder, think about
planting one as well.

Happy gardening, and happy birding!

This garden article is brought to you by
Susan Socks, aka the Garden Goddess.
Stay tuned for
upcoming  arti-
cles on green
lawn care, prun-
ing, garden tools,
edible land-
scapes, and
more. For gar-
dening help, visit
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“Our Goal Is 100%
Customer Satisfaction”

471 Hollister Hill
Plainfield, Vermont

LCousitey Flogey
L

Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ~Sat 9 a.m—~ 1 p.m.
Or by appointment (802) 454-7301

CONTRACTORS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES
| CENTURY 21 | Syt Dipeact
HVYH e&'ﬂ'mw' %
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Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M
64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760
Hardwick, Vermont 05843

(802) 472-8400

East Burke, VT 802-626-4222
Your dreams ~ Our job
Whether you're looking for a place to live, Marshfield, VT
work, or play in or around Vermont’s 802—426—2155
Northeast Kingdom, you've come to ‘ghe right By appointment only

Farm & Forest

Derby, VT 802-334-1200

Dr. Debra Sioufi, Chiropractic Physician
Mike Sioufi, Shiatsu Practitioner

www.countryfloorsvt.com
= info@hardwickvet.com
P www.hardwickvet.com lace. With t ient locat
place. With two convenient locations
Green Mountaln Eco FlOOl’S Open Tuesday - Saturday our talented team of full-service agents would
be honored to assist you in your real estate ‘! s HARRINGTON
endeavors! Our firm handles Residential, '\_ :i;i [ 9 || REALTY
Commercial, Land, Farms, Waterfront, e

Commercial ~ Residential ~ Land

.~ Quality - Affordable Local

Rentals, and Auctions. Visit us online at

FarmAndForest.com

Natural Finishes
" Prefinished/Unfinished
Oliver Flooring Sales Installations Cyrus
Welters Free Estimates Pond
8025955049 KeepVermontGreener.com

L __ | COMPUTERREPAIR SERVICES 1o
Z===REFURBISHED COMPUTER SALES <l
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY
INFO@GREENMOUNTAINDRONE.COM
802-793-1650

Sunwise Surveying

“Serving Central Vermont and the ||$
Northeast Kingdom since 1989” ==

802-563-6000

www.harringtonvt.com

Specializing In Boundary Surveying
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire
802-426-3025

193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT

On

Located down the stairs to the left of the Cabot Village Store

Walden Heights
Nursery & Orchard

Certified organic nursery with a large
selection of cold-hardy, fruiting plants,
specializing in apple trees.
Consultations for orchard
& homestead planning
120 VT Route 215, Walden, VT
802-563-3012
WaldenHeightsNursery.com

" LoCAL RETAIL

ol

HATURAL FOODSES
Tempeh - Miso - Natto

*plant-based protein *

HILLTOP
AUTO BODY

Tim and Jennifer Gochey
Professional collision repair.
All insurances accepted

fon River Well
& Spring Service

Drilled Wells - Springs ‘- Pressure Tanks

UV Systems - Pump Service
Water Conditioning

EMERGENCY SERVICE

including rental cars
Call: 802-426-3738 or 802-522-7570

Garden Goddess =

Design, Installation,and

GOODRICH'S Cabor Garage, 7
(4 “.
Maple Farm ) maintenance of gardens, ——
2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647 3102 Mam Street, Cabot, VT 05647 landscapes, and homesteads P.O. Box 166
Maple od8(£ -4}?0??3288@1"5 basket eI LE_J Specializingin native and edible plants Cabot, VT 05647
roducts-holi skets, . . . S ——o . R
e it nlics ark Phone: 802-563-2270 Susan Socks 802.498.7785 . Office : (802) 563-2112
Sugaring SuUpples, tanks ) : damien@dunhambrotherspainting.com
Everything for all your sugaring needs _ www.cabotgarage.net cabotﬁ]rm@gmall.com dunhambrotherspainting com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1955 www.socksfamilyfarm.weebly.com WWW. P &
FULLY LICENSED
Blaisdell’ T )~
alsaelt s I O N.sacl‘edm““e"ﬁona. YOUR
Maple Farm ~ SELF STORAGE | <%/ - ST
Pott
802-563-6060 % ' Moass‘?g(e E:::rll?ﬁ:
2 Gallons and 1 Half $100 ~ 1 Gallon $40 ! ‘1 Gardens
Half Gallons $25 ~ Quarts $15 802-917-8883 | 802-633-0246
Pints $10 ~ Half Pints $6 Back Roads Farm, Cabot, VT E.I" Un:.rﬂ —
SERVICES Paul & Kristine .
Stecker ». TREE DOG SIMPI.E INNOVA“ONS
785 M d Road X
7 Yermont Rug oo T b = KENNELS
ki tudi ; F  Fenced in-hamebearding THAN SMITH
&2 = Hooking Studio 802 5632646 izt 802,017 1603 Cabot, VT
: "Er & Sandy Ducharme 4 . Raw Milk, Maple. Se veer-rurvalkingtrals ’
Beef & PYO Yeer rgtral !
849 Ducharme Road, Cabot, VT M AP L E L AN E S e Rtiredvet-techof Z5years o
O Frid: db int; t, 5 . )
Rug I?I%I(l)kirr:g %}Sp?%es,}ifa?ilﬁyﬁg I\17V001, FARM & Raspberries clilam‘l Meﬂ“m‘“ Cef,t'f'ecnl/o & Insu re"d&
Patterns, Workshops and Private Lessons. paul@maplelanefarmvt.com 21535-6730 -
802-522-3525 “ www.maplelanefarmvt.com & ()
Sandy.ducharme@gmail.com .
www.vermonthookingstudio.com Christina Ducharme,
L.Ac., MAOM
Blue Heron
Acupuncture, LLC g .
34 Patchen RD, South Burlington, VT 05403 Euz 5 ES 2 43 E
87 Balley Pond Road, Marshfield, VT 05658 — e Cpin Fir) I"-"run-ﬁm, 7-8 Fi & Sat, 85 Sun
802-595-2248 meet o 220, sondiwiches, prociuce, meats,
1401 US-2 Marshfield:VT-05658 Jroren ond full service del, solods,
www.blueheronacupuncturevt.com and f
www.innerpathschoolofhealing.com ~ MOMSMO0E S0UDS, ONG ILCT MO,
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2024 Cabot

Community
Christmas Dinner

4

|

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Traditional Seated Dining Inside

Seeking donations of fresh-baked individual desserts
Christmas Dinner Donations: to P.O. Box 245, Cabot, VT

Volunteers needed for table service

Cabot Christmas Dinner Ads Sponsored By Hazel M. Greaves (still doing taxes!)
Income Tax and Bookkeeping Service, LLC ~ hazelgreavestaxservice@gmail.com

°
e WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:
doapurusoiis 2024 GENERAL ELECTION VOTING
education, snd sefe
econamy, ion, and safety, Tuesday, November 5, 2024, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
! tiof Willey Building
Do not mail an absentee ballot at this late date; drop it off at the Town
 saEETY GERALD MALLOY ClerK’s office or in the drop box to the right of the Willey Building rear door before
for US Senate 7:00 p.m. November 5.
= If you have not received your ballot by now or have misplaced it, come into the
; office and fill out an affidavit stating you have not voted in this election. A ballot
: will be given to you. You can then:

e Vote right there in the office, or
e Take it with you & fill it out, then bring it back no later than 7 p.m. November 5, or
e Vote in person at the Willey Building on November 5 between 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

If you wish to vote in person, please bring your ballot with you (if you do not
bring your ballot with you, you will be required to sign an offidavit stating that you
have not previously voted. This may take a few minutes as we will have to check
the system to verify you have not previously voted.) You may bring your ballot to
msert in the tabulator yourself on voting day, whether you filled it out in advance

Wt Point Graduate

Graduate of Armvy Command or do it on-site in a voting booth.
Voters will enter at the rear door of the Willey Building and proceed downstairs
Geop to the Town Clerk's office. After checking in, announcing your name clearly to the
; check-in registrar, you will be directed to voting booths in the downstairs side
2y office. After voting and placing your ballot in the tabulator, announcing your
16 years name clearly again to the check-out registrar, you will exit via the side door and

sign out.

Curbside voting will be available as usual; just ring the doorbell at the rear
entrance or call 563-2279. The drop box next to the rear door will be available and
checked frequently during the day and officially for the last time at 7:00 p.m. on
election day.

We do expect a larger than normal turnout for elections, so please plan your
day accordingly. You may have to wait a few minutes to vote.

Please note: No firearms are allowed in the Willey Building, even if you have a

Hugband and Father

VOTE MALLOY 2024

For a Unifed and Prosperows Yermont

E r E license to carry. Please leave your firearm in your vehicle.
“ ! iy If you have any questions regarding the voting procedure, please call the Town
EernidaionT | Clerk at 563-2279.

Every vote counts!

1
infddeploymaliay.com %




