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Using CCIF Funds for  

Flood Mitigation 
     On November 4, Cabot voters will 
be asked to approve the use of up to 
$250,000 of CCIF Funds to fund flood 
mitigation efforts in Cabot. Here is the 
background:  

1. In April of this year the Town of 
Cabot submitted a grant request to the 
FEMA Hazard Mitigation program for 
$3.5 million to fund the cost of enlarg-
ing the passageways for both the 
“North Tributary” adjacent to the Rec 
Field at the north end of the village 
and the “South Tributary” (adjacent to 
the Willey Building) to flow under 
Main Street. 

2. This summer the state agency in 
charge of awarding the $68 million in 
FEMA funds statewide (Vermont 
Emergency Management) ranked 
Cabot’s application a “high priority 
alternate”- that is, our chances of get-
ting the $3.5 million grant approved 
are low (most of the FEMA dollars are 
being used for buyouts of at-risk struc-
tures in floodplains.) 

3. Cabot’s Flood Resiliency Task 
Force chaired by Gary Gulka has since 
located another source of potential 
funding: Federal “HUD” funds cur-
rently held in Vermont’s Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG)-
Disaster Relief Fund. Since the South 
Tributary portion of the original $3.5 
million proposal is complicated by the 
need to first relocate the Cabot Garage, 
The Flood Resiliency Task Force and 
Cabot Select Board decided to focus 
their efforts on enlarging the bridge 
over the North Tributary. 

4. In September the Town filed an 
application to the CDBG Disaster Re-
lief Fund program for a total of $1.5 
million to fund the replacement/
enlargement of the current bridge 
across the North Tributary. 
To improve Cabot’s chances of receiv-
ing this grant, the Select Board is pro-
posing that the Town use $150,000 of 
CCIF funds as a 10% match for the 
bridge project, and use up to an addi-
tional $100,000 for other flood mitiga-
tion costs (see detail in the warning 
below). 
 

Warning language for $250,000 
grant request 
(to be considered by Cabot voters on 
11/4/2025) 
 

“Shall the voters of the Town of Cabot 
grant to the Cabot Selectboard the 
sum of up to $250,000 from CCIF 
(UDAG) funds to be used by the Cabot 

Selectboard for purposes of flood miti-
gation in Cabot Village consisting of: 
 

1. A commitment of $150,000 as 
matching funds for a grant application 
currently pending for approximately 
$1.5 million to fund the replacement of 
the bridge at the Rec Field tributary 
(aka Menard Brook), raising of the 
adjacent road beds, flood bench con-
struction, and riparian plantings; 

2. Up to $30,000 for legal easements 
necessary for the bridge replacement 
project; 

3. Up to $20,000 for test borings in 
the Village Center tributary (aka Ly-
ford Brook) to determine the feasibility 
of installing debris catchers; 
Up to $50,000 for contingency ex-
penses related to the Rec Field tribu-
tary project, including but not limited 
to unanticipated cost overruns, con-
tractor fees, legal fees, permitting, 
etc?” 
 

  At our August meeting Gary Gulka 
and Peg Elmer-Hough of the Flood 
Resiliency Task Force gave our CCIF 
Committee an overview of the new 
CDBG grant request as well as how 
CCIF funds could contribute to reduc-
ing the risk from flooding in Cabot Vil-
lage in the future. 
 

As of August 31, 2025, the value of the 
general (non--Scholarship Fund) sec-
tion of the Cabot Community Invest-
ment Fund stands at $778,059, having 
grown by over $260,000 since January 
2023. 
 

Our CCIF Committee is in unanimous 
support of using up to $250,000 of 
CCIF Funds to help reduce the dam-
age in Cabot from floods in the future. 
Given the current challenge of access-
ing Federal funds, we feel it makes 
sense to tap into the CCIF fund to 
make a solid step towards that goal.   
 

On October 14 at 7:00 PM, the Select 
Board will be hosting a community 
forum at the Willey Building on this 
proposal, on which Cabot voters will 
have the opportunity to vote up or 
down on Tuesday, November 4th. 
Members of the Select Board, Flood 
Resiliency Task Force, and CCIF Com-
mittee will be on hand to provide de-
tails and answer questions. We hope to 
see you there! 
 

Chris Tormey 
Cabot Community Investment Fund  
(CCIF) Committee 

Road Crew on Danville Hill Road 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 

Is Election Day 
Cabot voters will have decisions to make: 
$250,000 - CCIF grant proposal for flood mitigation  
$149,000,000 - Bond proposal for Central Vermont  
     Career Center School District new technical center 

Bond Vote November 4 for a New 

Central Vermont Career Center 

     The Central Vermont Career Center 
(formerly known as Barre Tech) has 
been housed at the Spaulding High 
School campus in Barre since 1969. 
Currently the Center offers 12 career 
technical programs  for high school stu-
dents and adults ranging from auto tech 
and electrical to cosmetology and digital 
media arts, but for years, due to limited 
space, has been unable to meet the de-
mand for its existing programs (in 2024 
only half of the 400 applicants were able 
to be admitted), while at the same time 
has been unable to expand its offerings. 
     The proposed solution: Build a new, 
167,000 square foot facility in Granite-
ville at a projected cost of $149,000,000 
that will provide state-of-the-art facili-
ties that will finally be large enough to 
accommodate the students that apply, 
will provide room for new programs, 
and will offer an all-day program to al-
low students to complete all their re-
quired high school courses while en-
rolled in programs at the career center.. 

The projected annual property tax  im-
pact of the 30-year bond on local tax 
rates varies considerably across the 18 
towns and six school districts currently 
served by the CVCC, ranging from a 
$420 increase for a homestead ap-
praised at $300,000 in East Montpelier 
to a $99 increase for a property of the 
same value in Cabot. 
     More information on this effort to 
provide an important, long-term in-
crease in the learning opportunities 
available to central Vermont students 
ahead of the November 4th vote is  
available by : 

 Attending the October 14 forum at  
6:30 PM at the Willey Building  

 Attending the October 7th public 
forum at the Career Center in Barre 
at 6:00 PM  

     (Zoom option at meet.google.com/our
-jkhd-kmg) 

 Logging on to the Career Center 
website at cvtcc.org 

 

     PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE 
ON NOVEMBER 4! 

(see, ‘CVCC Warning’, page 3) 

by Chris Tormey,  
Cabot School Board 

Cabot Road crew working a Grants in Aid project on Danville hill while it was closed.  I closed 
the road for the safety of my crew and because of the work that needed to be done. For the most 
part it was a success, although there were some who chose not to read the signs daily, but the 
project is now completed, which wouldn’t be the case if we had left the road open to all traffic. 
We will close more roads to work on them in the future.  The project took three full weeks to 
complete. Not closing the road would have definitely added another week to the project. I con-
sider this a great success!  Sid Griggs, Road Foreman.  Matt Nally photo. 

Status of  petition signed by  
94 registered voters to vote  
on approving construction 
of a new Volunteer Fire              
Department building at  
2466 Main Street is in the 
hands of the selectboard 
and will be discussed  

at October 6  
selectboard meeting. 
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It Feels Good to Make a Difference: 
A Conversation with Ruth Goodrich 

Between wrestling with no running water 
and scheduling bus tours to the maple 
farm, I was able to sit with Ruth Good-
rich of Cabot Ambulance to talk about 
the year they’ve had.  If you’re interested 
in a little history and wondering why the 
ambulance isn’t part of the municipality, 
go to https://cabotvt.us/cabot-emergency
-ambulance-service/. 
 

Cabot Chronicle: You had a background 
in nursing before EMS? 
Ruth: Yes, I began training towards an 
LPN degree in the late ’70s while work-
ing at the Vermont State Hospital in 
Waterbury, VT. My aunt was my in-
structor—she’d been the head surgical 
nurse at Fletcher Allen. So, there was no 
question that I was going to be successful 
in my nurse's training. She took me 
aside and she said, “You WILL do well in 
this class, WON’T you?”  And one of the 
things that she pounded into all of us 
was if someone is gravely ill, no one dies 
alone. And so if someone was really, 
really ill, they had somebody in the 
nurse's training program or a nurse on 
them 24-7.   
That stuck with me. I’ve sat with many 
people in their final moments. There’s a 
special spirit in those hours. That experi-
ence shaped how I approach EMS—
treating every patient with dignity and 
care, especially on what might be the 
worst or last day of their life. That was a 
broad range of training. We had four 
hours of classroom time and then four 
hours of hands-on in the wards working 
with people there.  
     To give a little bit of background, this 
goes way back, even to my childhood 
days, when I went around with my fa-
ther - he called it “visiting” - and that 
visiting was actually keeping track of 
friends, neighbors and family members.  
Are you okay?  Do you have wood for the 
winter?  Do you have food to eat?  How 
you doin’, how you holding up?  And that 
instilled in me a very deep-seated knowl-
edge and understanding that there's a lot 
of people out there that have got it a lot 
worse off than you do. And we were a 
poor farm family. We didn't have a whole 
lot.  
 

Cabot Chronicle:  So what would he do if 
they didn't have enough food or didn't 
have enough wood?  
Ruth:  He was a very prolific hunter and 
fisherman. We went fishing and hunting 
a lot as we grew up with him. I never 
developed into much of a hunter because 
I don't like to kill things, I’d much rather 
take pictures of them and raise animals.  
I'm not opposed to doing so for food and 
when necessary, but he was an avid 

hunter. So, there were always rabbits 
and deer and everything in season, and if 
he had more than what we needed, he 
would always share. And if something 
needed doing, he was always there for 
them to do what it took to get the job 
done. And so I grew up with that.  
    After I married Glenn, I left the Ver-
mont State Hospital, moved to Montpe-
lier and I went to work at Berlin Health 
and Rehab for a year and a half.  I 
worked with Rita Gamble and Linda 
Walbridge, so met a few Cabot people.  
We worked with patients in their final 
years, and I had some really good nurs-
ing training instructors there, and again 
the same policy - nobody dies alone.  I sat 
with quite a few people as they were hav-
ing their last moments and last hours, 
and there's a special spirit and a special 
feeling when someone is transitioning 
out of their mortal body and on to what's 
next.  It can be very peaceful for them to 
know there's someone there to hold their 
hand or just talk to them as this is hap-
pening, because family didn’t always 
have the ability to be there or the desire. 
     So I guess that prelude into EMS 
work really helped me out a lot, treating 
people in need with the utmost respect 
and dignity, care and kindness that is 
humanly possible. 
 

Cabot Chronicle: How did you get into 
EMS?  
Ruth: My oldest daughter, Michelle, was 
an EMT with Danville Rescue and was 
there for a number of years.  One day she 
came to me about the same time that my 
youngest daughter went into the mili-
tary and was being deployed to Iraq.  
The pressure was on.  Being a military 
mom, your kid's going into a war zone, 
and boy, howdy.  It was a very stressful 
time.  Michelle said, “Mom, there's an 
EMT class coming up at Lyndon State 
College next month, you're going to take 
it.”  And I looked at her and said, “And 
why do I need to, want to do this?” She 
said, “Well, number one, we need the 
help; number two, you need something to 
do while Sarah's in Iraq so you don't 
climb the walls.”  I looked at her and 
said, “You're exactly right.  Okay, game 
on!”  So, I took the class. 
 

Cabot Chronicle:  Does a nurse need to 
take an EMT class? 
Ruth:  Yes.  You have to take the state 
certified classes.  It was a six or eight 
month class at that time; two nights a 
week and Saturdays.  I was the oldest 
member in the class and that was some 
twenty-odd years ago.  All the rest were 
college kids. But I passed with high 
scores, and then I joined Danville Res-
cue, which was really quite a good thing, 
because it was the perfect storm of peo-

by Jeanne Johnson 

ple on Danville Rescue at that time. The 
president of the squad was one of the 
head ER nurses at NVRH in St. Johns-
bury, Debbie Bach. And so my training 
took on a whole new face. The paramedic 
with them was fantastic. And all of the 
personnel were wonderful.  And their 
training was this:  Okay, we might not 
agree on certain subjects, but when you 
climb on that truck, you are the utmost 
professional and you will give that pa-
tient the best care anybody can give 
them. And you will be on your toes and 
you will do a good job. They were very 
supportive. They were excellent trainers 
and I was so thankful for that.  I value 
that training so greatly because it set the 
stage for being able to see clearly, look at 
the whole picture, don't get tunnel vision, 
see what's really going on.  Situational 
awareness is so important because some-
times you’re walking into a bee's nest, 
whether it's a domestic dispute or what 
we've been having lately with difficult 
calls.  Very, very difficult situations that 
you really can't train for, some of these 
situations where you've got to keep your 
crew safe, you've got to keep yourself 
safe, you've got to advocate for your pa-
tient, you've got to figure out what's been 
going on, because sometimes and very 
often what comes out over the airwaves 
for the call, the tone, and the situation 
that they depict, is totally different from 
what you find when you arrive on the 
scene.  You've got to be on your toes and 
really quickly assess what's going on.  
Sometimes you have seconds to make a 
decision what you're going to do next.  
Sometimes Vermont State Police will go 
in ahead of us and check it all out to 
make sure it's safe and we stage some-
where back away from the scene.   
      Eventually I branched out. I joined 
Walden FAST Squad, and then Cabot as 
well.  Then Danville Rescue was phased 
out to Lynden Rescue and then eventu-
ally Calex.  So I fell back to Walden 
FAST Squad and then just Cabot, be-
cause there's only enough hours in the 
day to do so many things.  I wanted to 
put my focus in our own community. 
       Having an ambulance right here in 
town is very key to the health, welfare 
and sometimes the survival of our mem-
bers of the town. We have a lot of aging 
people in the community.  Sometimes it's 
just needing to help lift assist or a ride to 
the hospital because medications aren't 
doing something they should be doing or 
doing something they shouldn't be doing. 
And they're having a reaction to that, 
perhaps, or any number of other circum-
stances related to just aging and bodies 
that are just getting weaker and what-
ever.  So we do a lot of emotional support 
on those particular cases - hey, it's okay, 
you just need help up, that's fine.   
     Our squad members are in very close 
communication, so that seconds after a 
call comes out on E911 or over the 

pagers, we are in contact with each 
other: Who’s available, who's going 
where, etc.. All within a matter of less 
than a minute after the call comes out.  
Then we let dispatch know we're headed, 
we're out of quarters. 
 

Cabot Chronicle: What’s it like respond-
ing to emergencies? 
Ruth:  It can be very stressful, emotion-
ally challenging work. There's a lot of 
stress-related things that can really over-
burden people over time, either at the 
moment or after the fact. And in the 
past,  it was a case of toughen up, you 
better just suck it up and get over it. 
Nowadays, agencies and our district are 
very conscious of the stress levels within 
their first responders and their fire agen-
cies.  There is a lot of mental health and 
wellness support availability out there. 
We've had some pretty hard calls this 
year. These are our community mem-
bers. These are people we know. They're 
not strangers, and that makes an extra 
level of tough. And to be able to lock all 
your emotions down on scene and do 
what needs to be done is stressful.  And 
for me, it’s a delayed reaction. I can com-
pletely shut down every switch and do 
what needs to be done. But about three 
to five days later, those switches come off 
again. Some of the signs of stress might 
be irritation or you're just a little more 
emotional or temperamental than usual, 
just reacting to stress and not realizing 
it.  We have critical incident stress de-
briefings that help.  Nobody needs to feel 
like they're alone or that they can't talk 
to somebody.  We've done two of those 
with our ambulance crew and Fire De-
partment so far this year and it's been 
wonderful and very helpful.  
 

Cabot Chronicle: You’ve mentioned your 
family a few times. Are they involved, 
too? 
Ruth: Yes! My daughter Jean and grand-
daughter Victoria are both on the ambu-
lance. We’ve got mother-daughter and 
mother-son teams.  It’s a family affair.  
It’s rewarding to see younger people 
stepping up. 
 

Cabot Chronicle: What’s the hardest part 
of the job? 
Ruth:  The sacrifice. You miss out on 
sleep, dinners, birthdays, holidays. You 
stay within 10 miles of home, just in 
case, so you can’t even go to the bank or 
the store without feeling a bit guilty if a 
call comes out, but we have lives, other 
obligations.  What we do is all volunteer.  
It’s 24/7. And if you’re the only EMT 
available, the pressure can be enormous.  
We’ve had great success recruiting and 
we're finally getting to the point now 
where we have enough new people on 
board to be able to start doing shifts so 
that maybe you can have a little bit of a 
breather to have a family meal or a        
(see, ’Ruth Goodrich’, page 3) 
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(continued from page 2) 
 birthday dinner and have it not be inter-
rupted. 
 

Cabot Chronicle: What do people not see? 
Ruth: If you have a chain, your chain is 
only as strong as your weakest link, and 
the others support like that.  We all learn 
to compensate each other’s challenges 
and weaknesses and whatever else. And 
if we have someone in training, we men-
tor them and help them to learn what 
they need to know for the future. Those in 
leadership positions have a lot of extra 
things to do as well. Both EMS and Fire 
have the executive group to handle all the 
paperwork to run the agency. It's im-
mense, often an additional twenty hours 
a week.  Financials, training, scheduling, 
record keeping, billing, etc..  After every 
run, we come back and do an incident 
report online, uploading all the docu-
ments and information in minute detail.  
This can take up to 45 minutes or more 
and it has to be done within 24 hours.  
These reports are private and confiden-
tial and the state EMS Department. 
takes statistics from it to improve train-
ing.  Then, the ambulance has to be com-
pletely cleaned and re-stocked before it 
can go out again.  Really fun at 2 a.m.  
You've got to know exactly what's on 
board, what you need to order, what's 
expiring soon.  So every so often, prefera-
bly weekly, you go through every item in 
the entire ambulance. There are a LOT of 
things on board.   
     When we're on a run, we pay close 
attention when delivering care or when 
we're delivering medications, look at the 
clock and make a mental note or write it 
down.  Sometimes we'll take a magic 
marker and write on the person's fore-

head or their arm for things like tourni-
quet application, etc., when and where it 
was applied, because that's crucial for the 
hospital to know, and if you're working 
with one or two paramedics on board and 
you've got a critical patient, your job is to 
make note of everything they do - when 
this IV went in and this medication was 
delivered and how much was the medica-
tion, etc..  The ER needs to have the right 
information about when medication is 
received as it can be critical in their treat-
ment for the patient.  We deliver the pa-
tients to the ER with a detailed patient 
report & then we follow up in a day or 
two with the patient or their family to see 
how they are doing.  That extra step is 
very appreciated.   
 

Cabot Chronicle: What do you want peo-
ple to understand? 
Ruth: That EMS and Fire Department 
volunteers are doing their very best but 
they are not superhuman. We have frail-
ties, families, and full-time jobs.  We have 
weaknesses, we have illnesses, we have 
to deal with the same things everybody 
else does, but for a moment in time we 
put that aside and we do what's needed.   
Do I know what causes that?  Down deep 
in every single person it's a different 
thing.  For me - we been on the receiving 
end and now we are giving back, it's re-
warding to do it.  It makes me feel better 
as a person to know I made a difference.  
     Because without these services, our 
communities would be in real trouble. 
   

Cabot Chronicle:  What's the plan for the 
ambulance and it's care, feeding and shel-
tering?   
Ruth:  The ambulance is currently 
housed at Goodrich’s Maple Farm.  This 
location has power, water, security          
(see, ‘Ruth Goodrich’, page 7) 

Ruth Goodrich  

CVCC Warning 
(continued from page 1) 
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      OBITUARIES 
Walter "Rusty" Churchill Obituary 

 
     Walter “Rusty” 
Churchill, a lifelong 
resident of Cabot, Ver-
mont, passed away on 
August 25, 2025, at his 
family home in Cabot. 
     Born on October 28, 
1952, in Cabot, Rusty 
was the son of Pauline 

and Percy Churchill. Deeply rooted in 
his hometown, he dedicated his life to 
serving his community through hard 
work and quiet strength. 
     Rusty spent much of his career work-
ing as a farmer and with the Cabot 
Highway Department.  Whether tend-
ing to the land or maintaining the roads 
that connected neighbors and friends, he 
approached every task with diligence 
and humility. His work ethic reflected 
his character: honest, humble, and kind. 
     He found great joy in helping on the 
family farm and cherished every mo-
ment spent with his wife, sons and 
grandchildren. These simple pleasures 

brought him deep fulfillment and were a 
testament to the values he held dear: 
family, community, and service. 
     Rusty was a steadfast presence in the 
lives of those around him—a rock for 
many friends, family members, and 
neighbors who relied on his quiet sup-
port and unwavering dependability. 
     He is survived by his wife of 48 years 
of marriage Mary Lisabeth Churchill; 
sons Joseph Churchill, Vincent Chur-
chill, and John Churchill; daughters-in-
law Carol Churchill and Emily Chur-
chill; brothers Melvin Churchill, Fred 
Churchill, and Andy Churchill; and 
grandchildren Madison Churchill, 
Wesley Churchill, Asher Churchill, Jax-
son Churchill, Jason O’Brien, Grace 
Valle, and Audrey Valle. 
     A celebration of life will be held on 
Sunday September 28, 2025, from 11 am 
to 2 pm at the Cabot Town Hall, Main 
Street, Cabot, VT. 
     Rusty's legacy of kindness and quiet 
strength will live on in all who knew 
him. May his memory bring comfort to 
those who loved him. 

Walter Churchill 

James L. Hamilton Obituary 
 
     James (J im) 
Lyman Hamilton, a 
Cold War Naval avia-
tor and photographer 
as well as a regarded 
architect, lighting 
designer, and lifelong 
inventor, died on Sun-
day, September 6, 
2025, in Lexington, 

MA, surrounded by loving family and 
friends. 
     Jim was born on November 30, 1928, 
in Meriden, CT, the younger son of 
Lorenzo and Ella (Stohr) Hamilton. Jim 
graduated from The Choate School in 
1946 and then enrolled at the Rhode 
Island School of Design to study interior 
architecture. He graduated in 1953. 
     Following graduation, he enlisted in 
the US Navy’s Officer Candidate School, 
earning his Naval Aviator wings in 1955. 
From 1955 to 1957, Mr. Hamilton piloted 
aircraft that patrolled the North Atlantic, 
scanning for Soviet bombers and subma-
rines during the Cold War. He continued 
in the reserves, retiring in 1962. 
     Jim arrived in Cambridge, MA, in 
1959 and joined The Architects Collabo-
rative. Jim later joined Cambridge 
Seven Associates, where he captained 
the team that designed the innovative 
cabin interior for one of the first “wide-
body” passenger aircraft, the McDonnell 
Douglas DC-10. 
     In the early 1970s, Jim partnered 
with Jay Kirsch to design the “Aurora” 
and “Prisma” clocks, selling tens of thou-
sands and becoming collector’s items 
over the years. President Jimmy Carter 
had an Aurora at the White House, ac-
cording to Mr. Kirsch. Separately, Jim 
designed a minimalist, geometric clock 
called “Time Square” featured in the 
permanent design collection of the Mu-
seum of Modern Art. 
     Continuing with lighting design, Jim 
worked with Lam Lighting Associates in 
the 1990s, contributing to major projects 
including airports in Denver and Chi-
cago and cultural landmarks like the 

Guggenheim Museum. 
     Jim and Jay maintained a close 
friendship through the years. Jim spent 
much time in Jay and his wife Tina’s 
company. In the mid 1990’s Jim part-
nered with Judy Boucher when she lived 
with Tina, her identical twin sister, and 
Jay, in Cambridge, MA. This foursome 
spent 20+ years traveling together to 
visit family in Alaska and Oregon, re-
turning to the birthplace of the twin’s 
mother in Prince Edward Island, tend-
ing the land and second home on the 
island. They loved to birdwatch, beach 
nap, ski in the woods in Cabot and Cam-
bridge, play music together, spend time 
together with their kids and grandchil-
dren, and work - landscaping, painting, 
refinishing floors, etc. 
     In 2000, he retired and moved to 
Cabot, Vermont, with his partner, Judy 
Boucher, where he designed and built 
their timber frame home and set up a 
shop and quickly became the neighbor 
everyone called when they needed a cus-
tom part or a practical solution. 
     In Cabot, Jim particularly loved tend-
ing and sitting in front of the woodstove, 
splitting and stacking firewood and run-
ning the hay baler, designing and ma-
chining parts to make innovative solu-
tions for problems around the home-
stead. He worked patiently with his 
grandson, Blue, and friends, teaching 
hands on physics, building design, and 
carpentry skills. 
     That ingenuity and generosity de-
fined him as much as his professional 
work. A lifelong inventor, he delighted in 
solving problems and bringing ideas to 
life—designing a model train table that 
lowered from the kitchen ceiling for his 
sons, crafting wooden toys and mechani-
cal movements for his grandchildren, or 
sharing photographs that revealed 
beauty in the everyday. More than 
through words, he expressed himself 
through sharing knowledge: pointing 
out constellations in the night sky, ex-
plaining physics in simple terms or help-
ing friends through his inventor’s group, 
where curiosity grew into lasting friend-
ship. 

James Hamilton 

The Cabot Chronicle Submission Guidelines 
 

     The Chronicle welcomes letters written with an economy of 
words.  The maximum length is recommended to be no longer 
than 400 words.  Letters may be edited for clarity and length or 
returned to the author with suggestions for re-submittal. All letters 
and commentary published in The Cabot Chronicle represent the 

opinions of the authors and not necessarily the opinions of staff. 
     The Cabot Chronicle reserves the right to reject letters that may contain             
unsuitable material for our readers.  Letters will not be considered for publication 
unless signed and accompanied by a phone number.  We will gladly consider   
articles and photographs for publication. 
     The Cabot Chronicle is not responsible for errors in submitted material.  Nor 
does The Cabot Chronicle assume responsibility for claims arising in connection 
with products or services advertised on these pages. If you have editorial        
questions or would like advertising information, call at 802-279-6897, visit our       
website, www.CabotVermont.org or email us at  inbox@cabotchronicle.org   Let-
ters and other inquiries can also be sent to:  The Cabot Chronicle, P.O. Box 245, 
Cabot, VT 05647. 

     Jim is survived by three sons: Eric 
and his wife Lynda Radosevich, and 
their children Clay, Duncan, and Monte; 
Peter and his wife Audra Hamilton, and 
their children Leah and Aaron; and 
Chris and his wife Traci Horie, and their 
children Kaikea and Ailana. He is lov-
ingly remembered by his Vermont fam-
ily - Judy Boucher, Jen Boucher, Mark 
and Blue Christensen and former wife 
Carol Hamilton and her husband Peter 
Johnson; nieces, Shelley Hamilton 

Mack, Jean Hamilton Welch and Julie 
Gwinn-Bailey; nephews Mark Lorenzo 
Hamilton, Jr. and Steven Grammont 
and sister-in-law Diana Grammont. 
     The family expresses their heartfelt 
gratitude to the caring staff of Youville 
Place in Lexington, MA. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to the em-
ployee appreciation fund at Youville 
Place. https://www.youvilleassistedliv 
ing.org/ways-to-give/donate-youville-
place/. 

 

HAZEL M. GREAVES 
INCOME TAX & 
BOOKKEEPING 
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     Through The Cabot Chronicle, the CCA promotes their mission to enhance the quality of community life for those residing, doing business, and visiting 

Cabot, VT.   One aspect of that mission is to empower Cabot residents to participate in the governance and management of our town.   

     The Chronicle is dedicating a staff writer to cover selectboard and other meetings, for the purpose of keeping community members informed about issues 

discussed at meetings they might not be able to attend.  Most meetings are available via Zoom for those who would like to   listen in person.  Instructions for 

joining meetings virtually through Zoom are posted regularly on Front Porch Forum, or you can call the Town Clerk's office for details at 563-2279. Digital 

Recordings of selectboard meetings are available on the Town website, CabotVT.US by clicking on "Selectboard Meetings.  

                                                                    SELECTBOARD UPDATESELECTBOARD UPDATESELECTBOARD UPDATESELECTBOARD UPDATESSSS    

     The September 9 Selectboard meeting 
opened with a moment of silence for 
Rusty Churchill, a former town crew 
member.  
     During public comment, Lori Au-
gustyniak provided an update on the 
closure of the Cabot Children's Center 
due to staffing issues and requested help 
in finding a lead teacher.  
     Johanna Thibault expressed concern 
as a resident on town water and the on-
going drought. Betty Ritter had spoken 
to Alan from H2O and he had told her 
the water levels in the town wells are 
fine and one of the wells always over-
flows.  
     Fred Ducharme brought up speeding 
in the village and said that some people 
are going 50 mph past the school. He 
exclaimed that it's a 30 mph zone. He 
expressed concern about the kids and 
suggested they lower the speed limit or 
find a way to enforce it. Fred said other 
towns have a speed limit of 25 mph, or 
even 15 mph. Mike Hogan said that it's 
an issue many towns are facing and 
stated that there aren't enough sheriffs 
to patrol all the areas.  
     Later in the meeting Lori presented a 
draft parking policy for the board to re-
view. She said that it was a general pol-
icy for everyday parking, as well as park-
ing for events. Lori directed the board’s 
attention to the map, which she said was 
a great summary. She highlighted the 
existing municipal parking, and asked 

the board to consider parking behind the 
temporary fire station, and about the 
status of the area of the old fire house 
site.  
     Mike expressed concern that the hill 
behind the old firehouse site is fragile, 
and it is still collapsing. He wasn’t sure if 
they could use the site for parking, and 
how much reinforcement of the bank will 
be done with the rip-rap project.  Dean 
Deasy agreed that the bank is constantly 
being undercut, and said the fence is 
already starting to lean.  
     Lori then suggested the other parking 
locations on the map are for conversa-
tion. She highlighted the on-street park-
ing, and where no parking should be 
allowed. Mike asked about the upcoming 
Cheese and Culture Festival, and Lori 
said that the parking is spread out. She 
said that last year the parking worked 
well with the shuttles.  
     Lori concluded by telling the board 
that once she got feedback from the indi-
vidual board members she will send the 
draft policy around. 
     The Selectboard returned to the sub-
ject of speeding in the village during pub-
lic comment. Peggy Miller suggested 
installing cameras to capture the license 
plates of speeding vehicles, as well as 
increasing the contract with the Sheriff. 
There was further discussion about us-
ing signs that display the drivers’ cur-
rent speed. The board agreed additional 
money should be considered in the next 
budget to address speeding in the vil-
lage. 

Speeding and Parking 

mentioned the future site of the perma-
nent public safety building, but Dean 
stated that there would be a problem 
with impervious surfaces if two build-
ings were located there. Lastly, Gary 
mentioned the Sawmill property, where 
the town owns 9.5 acres. 
    Gary went on to say that they had 
talked to the Nunns, who own the prop-
erty across from the temporary fire-
house, and they were not interested in 
selling. He said another option might be 
the Di Stefano property beyond the 
Nunn’s property, but it contains wet 
land.  
     The board and Gary talked about the 
property behind the Willey Building and 

Gary said there was no real way to lo-
cate the garage there unless the play-
ground was moved. Mike stated that 
dealing with a potential flood was more 
important than the playground.  
     Sid Griggs mentioned that Sawmill 
Road doesn’t break up in the spring and 
R.D. speculated that they could use the 
barn side of the recycling center. He 
added that the town isn’t using that part 
of the building anymore. Gary said he 
wanted to give the consultants a couple 
of the properties so they could do the 
feasibility study and determine which 
sites are suitable.  

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer 

     At the Selectboard meeting on Sep-
tember 16, Skip Bothfeld opened public 
comment by talking about the Cabot 
Chronicle. He stated that at the fire de-
partment meeting there was a discus-
sion, and said that the paper was funded 
by the people and hopefully is fair to all 
the people. He added that they are hop-
ing to have one of the members volun-
teer to write a column each month on 
what the fire department is doing to bet-
ter inform the people of Cabot.  
     Kerri Moll then spoke to the board 
about the uptick in suicides in the town 
of Cabot, and said there have been five in 
the last year, which is a lot for a small 
town. She expressed that something 
should be done and presented a list of 
local resources in the area that people 
can access. She described several of the 
services and programs, and suggested 
that the list could be put on the website. 
Fred suggested Kerri put something 
together for the Chronicle.  
     Later in the meeting, Fred discussed 
his observations about the effluents that 
have been infiltrating. He said that back 
in May there was a lot of water infiltrat-
ing the system, and the drought has vir-
tually eliminated that. Fred said by com-
paring the amount of gallons the system 
is processing in a day, they figured that 
12,000 gallons a day was infiltrating the 
system back in May.  He explained that 
the current system is processing 12,000 
gallons a day, and in May it was process-
ing 24,000 gallons a day. 
     Fred went on to say that to look at the 
pipe on Danville Hill would require clos-
ing the road. He explained that the man-
holes are buried under the middle of the 
road, and they have to access them to 
send a camera up the pipe.  
     He also said there is a known problem 
on South Walden Road because they saw 
the gasket hanging down when they sent 
a camera up the pipe after the flood. 
Fred said that the location can be deter-
mined to within a couple feet, and the 
area can be dug up without closing the 
road.  

     

Mike Hogan suggested that Roger from 
H2O can put a plan together for Danville 
Hill Road. Fred said that it needs to be 
done in the spring so they can see where 
the water is infiltrating. He said that if 
they look now, it would be harder to tell 
where the leaks are located.  
     Fred then brought up vacuuming the 
lines, and said Manosh charges $2600 a 
day. He did not recall if the town has 
ever had it done before, but felt they 
should do it. Though he expressed that 
it's an open ended cost because noone 
knows how long it will take. Mike agreed 
that H2O should contact Manosh about 
the vacuuming since they will be provid-
ing someone to fill the post of storm wa-
ter manager required by the state.  
     Betty then gave the board an update 
on the water situation, and said the vil-
lage is doing excellent. She said that 
they have plenty of water, but stated 
that outside the village some people 
don’t. Betty expressed that the town 
should do something to help people run-
ning out of water.  
     Fred talked about an outside hookup, 
and suggested people could come and get 
water. Betty suggested that the fire de-
partment could fill people’s tank from a 
hydrant. Skip would later say he wasn’t 
sure about that because one couldn’t be 
sure from where the tank was filled pre-
viously. 
     Ruth Goodrich stated that their 
sugarhouse was out of water, and so 
were two houses near them. She stated 
that they have a lot of tanks in stock, 
and also have the ability to haul water in 
food grade tanks.  
     Jenn Miner said that the state is ask-
ing people to register when they are out 
of water so the state can track the need 
for assistance. Betty said that the town 
of Peacham is limiting water usage. 
 

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer 

The Chronicle, Suicides,  
Wastewater and Drought 

     R.D. Eno told the board that he pre-
sented the wrong proposal for the debris 
catchers at the previous meeting. He 
said that he had received an update the 
day before the meeting but neglected to 
copy the changes. R.D. said the differ-
ence in the proposal was about $4,000, 
which still kept the total under the 
$20,000 limit at $19,865. He explained 
that the previous proposal had underes-
timated the amount of hours. 
     Mike Hogan said he wasn’t at the last 
meeting, and doesn’t have a problem 
with the debris catchers.  However, he 
had received a communication from Gleb 
Glinka and relayed that Gleb will not 
allow any intrusion on his property for 
any purpose. He went on to say that 
Gleb stated he was bound by a state for-
est plan. Mike said that Gleb has the 
final say because he owns the property. 
R.D. talked about an easement, but 
Mike said he would not go against the 
owner’s wishes.  
     R.D. suggest the board try to per-
suade Gleb to confer with his forester, or 
give permission for the Selectboard to 

confer with his forester. Mike felt they 
needed to wait until Gleb communicated 
with them. R.D. disagreed and felt the 
town should communicate first. Mike 
suggested the task force pursue the issue 
with Gleb. The board discussed that Ste-
ven Hogan and Betty Ritter were the 
only conduits through which Gleb was 
willing to communicate with the town.  
     The discussion then turned to the 
relocation of Cabot Garage. Gary Gulka 
told the board that the debris racks were 
a backup if they couldn’t relocate the 
garage, or find funding to replace the 
culverts. He went on to discuss possible 
relocation sites, but stipulated the cur-
rent owner of Cabot Garage has a say on 
which sites get selected. He said the pref-
erence was for a site in or around the 
village, as close as possible to the current 
location.  
     Gary then listed off a number of po-
tential properties. First, he said the town 
owns about 15 acres near the cemetery 
on Elm Street. Second was the recrea-
tion field where the temporary fire sta-
tion is located. Thirdly, he talked about 
the land behind the Willey building but 
stated that it was only 0.2 acres. He then 

by Frank Kampf, Staff Writer 

Flood Mitigation Updates 
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Chris Tormey started the School Board 
discussion about the impending changes 
to the state education system at the Au-
gust 25 meeting. He told the board that 
he did forward the letter to the state 
task force as they had agreed at their 
last meeting. Chris reminded the board 
that the task force will be putting to-
gether up to three statewide reconfigura-
tion maps by mid-December. He added 
that none of the other reforms will go 
forward unless the legislature approves 
one of the maps.  
      Chris told the board that Peacham, 
Cabot, and Caledonia Central School 
District (CCSD)  stated they wanted to 
be part of a Supervisory Union (SU) 
school district. He added that Danville is 
taking a wait and see approach, while 
Twinfield’s letter to the task force states 
they want to be part of a SU district to 
the west.  
     He told the board that they are cur-
rently in a holding pattern. Chris said 
one of the facets of Act 73 is the mini-
mum class size over a three-year period. 
He said the first year is the upcoming 
year, FY26. Chris said that if Act 73 goes 
forward, the Agency of Education will be 
forced to close schools that don’t meet 
the minimum class size. He added that 
he didn’t think Cabot could meet the 
minimums.  
     Jennifer Blake told the board that 
they had brought on 14 new students 
this year, but only three were for the 
high school.  
     Alicia Heber spoke to the board about 
how she proposed school choice at the 
last meeting, and how there should be a 
transition plan. She said it is entirely 
possible for the high school to be closed 
down due to class minimums. Alicia said 
they put a cap on the lottery to maintain 
class minimums, and said that it sounds 
like there are a fair amount of spots 
open. But she added that the upcoming 
students might have a high school close 
on them and want to get ahead by using 
the lottery.  
     Melissa Pratt asked if it was prudent 
to put together another cost analysis. 
Matt Foster responded, saying he could 
resurrect the research that was previ-
ously done. He then addressed the issue 
of lottery spots and said that he doesn’t 
think they can open the "flood gate” on 
the lottery. He expressed concern that 
they are pushing the limit with the cur-
rent 12 lottery spots. Matt added that 
the number of lottery spots is a March 
decision.  

     Matt also reminded the board that 
the timeline for teacher contracts also 
affects when decisions should be made. 
He suggested the board be prudent and 
look at options if the class sizes are too 
small, adding that it might be useful to 
know what school parents might choose.  
     Ellen Cairns agreed and said that she 
likes the idea of a survey. Adding that it 
would also be good to have the costs too, 
so that they can look at the data. Alicia 
said they should survey high school 
families, and families that will have high 
school students in the next three years.  
     Chris said the purpose of the survey 
would be to know what schools would be 
of interest if the high school was to close. 
Ellen said it might be out of our hands 
regarding what happens to the high 
school. She added that this is a whole 
town decision, not just the parents of 
high school children but the taxpayers 
too. 
     The board then discussed the cost of 
private schools versus public schools, 
and Ellen noted that there is a public 
school cap on the tuition that can be 
charged. Chris said it is important to 
know if there would be a cap on private 
schools in Act 73.  
     Ellen then suggested the survey in-
clude a question on whether school 
choice or joining another district was 
preferred should the high school have to 
close. Chris reminded the board that in 
order for Cabot to join a SU district, the 
total number of students needs to be at 
least 4000. He said there would be more 
schools than just Danville High School 
as part of a SU district.  
     Alicia said the crux of this is not about 
school choice, but what we will do in the 
next three years. She expressed the de-
sire to know how it will impact students, 
and whether they should transfer to an-
other high school before it happens. 
Alicia also mentioned how teachers are 
feeling about job security. Matt said that 
they are in that time frame right now. 
He stated that the Middle and High 
Schools need to be looked at since they 
are not viable with the current numbers.  
     Chris spoke about Twinfield and their 
interest to join a SU district with U32, 
Roxbury, and Montpelier. He said that 
they are in the same situation as Cabot 
with their high school class numbers. 
Chris stated that 18 students is a high 
number for small schools. Ellen said that 
it’s not 18 in a graduating class, but 18 
in a core class like Chemistry.  

ACT 73 Discussion Continues  
     As fall settles in and the leaves begin 
to drop, now is an important time to 
check your yard for ash trees—especially 
since Emerald Ash Borer has recently 
been confirmed on several properties in 
Cabot. Identifying ash trees can be tricky 
if you’re not familiar with tree species. 
Typically, ash trees have compound 
leaves comprised of 5-9 smaller leaflets 
attached to a single leaf stem, and their 
bark often features a distinctive diamond
-shaped pattern. If you’re unsure what to 
look for, local arborists and online re-
sources with clear photos can help guide 
you. In our region, white ash and green 
ash are the most common, while black 
ash prefers wetter spots. Note: mountain 
ash, despite its name, isn’t a true ash 
tree and is not affected by Emerald Ash 
Borer. 
     Once you’ve identified any ash trees 
on your property, consider which ones 
are worth saving through insecticide 
treatments. Trees that are healthy, pro-
vide valuable shade, or have personal 
significance are the best candidates for 
preservation, while those already un-
healthy or infested may be better suited 
for removal. When making this choice, 
consider the tree’s overall health, size, 
location, and sentimental value. 
     Several insecticides—including ema-
mectin benzoate, imidacloprid, dinotefu-
ran, and azadirachtin—are available to 
combat emerald ash borer. These are 
specialized products used by licensed 
professionals to protect ash trees from 
EAB, and their application should al-
ways follow expert guidance to ensure 
safety and effectiveness. With confirmed 
EAB cases in Cabot, residents need to 
act and consult credible experts or re-

sources for advice on protecting our local 
tree canopy. 
     A link to a fact sheet on insecticides 
and their application for EAB control. 
https://yardandgarden.extension. 
i a s t a te . edu / f i l e s / i n l ine - f i l e s /
Mu l t i s ta t e _EAB_In se c t i c i d e _ 
Fact_Sheet_0.pdf 
     If you decide to save an ash tree, hire 
a licensed arborist to apply insecticide; 
treatment typically costs several hun-
dred dollars per tree. For removal, get 
quotes from a tree service company or 
plan accordingly if you are considering 
doing the tree removal yourself, though 
this option carries significant risks. Ash 
trees are particularly brittle and can split 
unexpectedly, posing unpredictable dan-
gers. Improper removal can result in 
property damage or personal injury. For 
most homeowners, hiring a professional 
is the safest option, as experts are 
equipped to handle the challenges and 
hazards unique to ash trees. 
     This article walks you through identi-
fying ash trees, evaluating which ones to 
save, and weighing treatment or removal 
options in a clear, step-by-step manner. 
Hopefully it will allow you to take in-
formed and confident action when caring 
for your ash trees.  
Stay rooted, Roland Payne, Jr.,  
Cabot Tree Warden 

       ADVICE FROM THE TREE WARDEN 
by Roland Payne, Jr. 
Cabot Tree Warden 

YOUR AD HERE! 
Advertising in  

 
                                                          
 

 

 

Its a great way to reach up 
to 1900 households in Cabot, 

Marshfield, Plainfield,  
Hardwick, and                  

Danville!  Spread the word 
about your product or       
service while helping to     

support a great community 
resource. 

We can also design  
your ads for you.  

For more information, contact us at 
inbox@cabotvermont.org 

Buckley Family  
Haunted Forest 

 

Originally a family event, previously opened to friends, 

we now invite the community to share our tradition. 
 

0ctober 24, 25, 26, 4-8:00 p.m. 
 

A one-acre walk through the woods, passing by nods to 

movie characters, bats, zombies, spiders, 

an over-full cemetery, creepy dolls, snakes, witches,  

scary clowns, and even more. 

We have unique handcrafted props created by locals,  

some designed with recycled materials and other items. 

 

3786 Cabot Road, Cabot, near West Hill Pond  

before you get to Woodbury. 

 

Appropriate for almost all ages. 

 

802 397-2183 or nonmiesllc@gmail.com for information 
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     There is a saying in the firefighting 
community that “you can’t train too 
much for a job that can kill you.” Build-
ing the proficiencies and experience to 
handle calls ranging from car accidents 
to hazardous materials releases to struc-
ture fires is difficult in a volunteer de-
partment. It takes a substantial commit-
ment of time to learn the basics, and 
even more time to gain the experience 
necessary to respond to these dynamic 
situations. 
     All of our volunteer members contrib-
ute significant hours and energy to our 
regular meetings, maintenance nights 
and training – a minimum of 6-10 hours 
a month – before factoring in 911 emer-
gency service requests. With that in 
mind, we want to recognize some of our 
members for going above and beyond 
with training this year. 

     First, we are excited to announce that 
Firefighters Ryan Dolbier, Kerri Moll, 
and Rory Thibault have all earned their 
Firefighter I certification from the State 
of Vermont Fire Academy (VFA). From 
August 2024 through April 2025, these 
members attended weekly classes and 
weekend trainings, completing the same 
curriculum required of full-time firefight-
ers. Coursework covers topics such as fire 
behavior, wildland firefighting, search 
and rescue techniques, and hazardous 
material awareness. Practical training 
includes ladders, hose handling, ropes 
and knots, use of breathing apparatus, 
and live fire training at the VFA burn 
building in Pittsford, Vermont. In total, 
each of these volunteers committed over 
250 unpaid hours to build these skills for 
the community. 
     Second, Firefighters Eammon Carle-
ton, Susan Socks, and Jacob Tidd com-
pleted the Basic Training course offered 
by Lamoille County Mutual Aid. Over 
several months, these members com-
pleted 45 hours of classes and practical 
exercises, covering fire dynamics, fire 
suppression, building construction, and 
vehicle extrication. All three are now 
working on additional certifications in-
house, including apparatus driving quali-
fications. 
 

     Third, Junior Firefighter River Thi-
bault attended the Vermont State Fire 
Association Cadet Academy in late June. 
This five-day course was held at the VFA 
training grounds, and provides young 
members the opportunity to engage in 
many of the same training activities as 
adults in the Firefighter I program. His 
strong performance earned him the 
honor of serving in the graduation cere-
mony color guard. 
     Fourth, four Cabot Firefighters re-
cently attended the Upper Valley Re-
gional Fire School in Orford, New Hamp-
shire, taking classes on rural water sup-
ply and advanced pumping, as well as 
initial response to structural fires. 
     Finally, we want to recognize the 
achievements of Firefighters Neil Alex-
ander and Nick Wood. Both have taken 
on professional firefighting positions af-
ter getting their start as volunteers with 
Cabot Fire Department. Neil is a full-
time member of the Westbrook (Maine) 
Fire Department. He recently earned a 
degree in Fire Sciences from Southern 
Maine Community College and is con-
tinuing his studies to earn paramedic 
certification. Nick has taken on a full-
time position with the Williston Fire De-
partment, and earned certification as an 
emergency medical technician (EMT). 
     We are incredibly proud of the com-
mitment these members have made to 
the community and hope you will join us 
in commending their service to the town 
of Cabot. Cabot Firefighters will continue 
training and building skills to serve you, 
our friends and neighbors.  

Cabot Firefighters  
Build Skills and Experience 
by CFD Public Affairs 

HILLTOP AUTO BODY 
TIM and JENNIFER GOCHEY 

 

 
 

Professional collision repair, associated with all insurance companies,  
we’ll handle your claim from start to finish including rental cars.  

    The next Cabot Community Contra 
Dance is happening on Friday, October 
10, featuring the friendly calling of Don 
Stratton, and live music by Pam Bockes, 
Franklin Heyburn, Kenric Kite, and 
David Van Houten. The dance takes 
place at the Willey Building (Cabot Town 
Hall, 3084 Main Street), from 7-9:30 pm. 
     Bess O’Brien, the renowned Vermont 
documentary filmmaker, will join us to 
capture some footage of our dance for her 
new film "Every Day: Big and Small" 
which will be a culmination of people and 
places across Vermont that are creating a 
sense of community, connection, and re-

silience. And she says “Dancing does that 
for sure!!”  
     Everyone is welcome--you can come 
alone, or with your whole family! Contra 
dancing is an age-old Vermont tradition, 
and helps physical and mental health to 
boot! All dances are taught, but if you’ve 
never been to a dance, you are encour-
aged to arrive right at 7:00, as we will 
start with the simplest dances, and then 
we’ll build upon what you learn through-
out the evening. No special footwork is 
needed, and the dances are easy to learn. 
     Admission is on a sliding scale, $5-10 
suggested, but nobody is turned away for 
lack of funds! Hope to see you at the 
dance! 

by Karen Mueller-Harder 

October 10 Contra Dance 

     ProcellaCor herbicide treatment of 
the Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) infes-
tation in Joe’s Pond was conducted on 
August 13.  Arrowwood Environmental 
Services has completed a post treatment 
aquatic plant survey, but Barry Cahoon, 
Eurasian Watermilfoil Management 
Coordinator for the Joe’s Pond Associa-
tion (JPA) said that JPA will not be able 
to comment on the results of the herbi-
cide treatment until that report is pro-
vided to VT Agency of Natural Re-

sources and JPA.  It may be another 
couple of weeks before the Arrowhead 
Environmental report is issued. 
     However, the JPA dive team is con-
tinuing to discover extensive new areas 
of Eurasian Watermilfoil proliferation in 
untreated areas of the lake, and they are 
working to the maximum extent of their 
resources to hand pull and harvest all 
that is found.  This work will continue 
likely through September or until water 
temperatures preclude safe and effective 
in-water operations. 

by Jeanne Johnson 

Milfoil Saga Continues on Joe’s Pond 

 

 

(continued from page 3) 
cameras, and we have the necessary 
equipment to keep it plowed out in the 
wintertime.  We have a permit to build a 
new garage and we are working with the 
fire marshal to make sure it meets all the 
requirements for an EMS vehicle.  We 
hope it will be built in the next month or 
two.  We believe that this temporary solu-
tion will meet all of our current needs 
until a solution of a more permanent na-
ture can be created in the future.  
     We have been experiencing a large 
volume of calls on the East Cabot side 
along the Route 2 corridor.  Route 2 is a 
main thoroughfare for visitors passing 
through this area and experiences fre-
quent motor vehicle accidents.  We have 
multiple members on site and can re-
spond directly to scene more rapidly than 
we have in the past.  We also have mem-
bers in Lower Cabot, Cabot Plains and 
other areas around town who can re-
spond directly to scene and give aid until 
the ambulance arrives. 
     We hope in the not too distant future 
to procure a new ambulance with an auto 

load feature so we don’t have to physically 
lift the stretcher into the ambulance, and 
many other upgrades.  We welcome any-
one who’s interested in joining the ambu-
lance and serving the community.  If 
you’d like to attend one of our meetings 
and think about a future in EMS, we’d 
love to have you on board.  Our primary 
concern is service to the community, the 
health and well-being of our neighbors, 
citizens and visitors, and carrying on the 
tradition started by Virginia and Frank 
Caffin so many years ago. 
     We have an aging population.  Many of 
our citizens depend on being able to get to 
definitive medical care as quickly as pos-
sible.  Having a well-staffed ambulance in 
the community is crucial, and we are 
striving for excellence in this endeavor.  
Because we are a volunteer service , it is 
challenging to juggle careers, families and 
serving our community.  As we continue 
to work toward a brighter future, we hope 
that more people will find joy in serving 
their neighbors and consider volunteering 
with either Cabot Fire Department or 
Cabot Emergency Ambulance Services.  
We appreciate your continued support. 

Cabot Ambulance 
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     “Hookerville” was the common name 
for the South Cabot School District No. 
12.  The name originated from Parker 
Hooker, who built a sawmill on Molly’s 
Brook in Cabot in 1810.  Hooker lived 
about four miles away in the town of 
Peacham.  He used the mill to saw 
boards which he hauled with oxen 
through the woods to his home where he 
built a barn.  Later, he cleared about two 
acres of land near the mill site and built 
a log house there.  His son, Liberty 
Hooker, eventually lived there and ran 
the mill.  Liberty rebuilt the sawmill in 
1839. 

     Enoch Black was next to build in 
South Cabot, and soon it was a thriving 
community with “13 dwelling houses, 
one store, a post-office, saw-mill, grist-
mill, blacksmith shop and school-house,” 
according to John M.  Fisher in Abby 
Maria Hemenway’s Vermont Historical 
Magazine, published between 1867-
1891.  Fisher noted that there was also a 
large manufacturing shop in south 
Cabot that produced wagons, and a sec-
ond large shop where both wood and iron 
work was done.  The wood and iron shop 
burned in 1876.  
     The first school in South Cabot was 
built around 1870 at the intersection of 
what is now Last Road and U.S. Route 2.  
Several local young women such as 
Grace Bean, Esther Bolles, Grace Hollis-
ter, and Doris Linecott taught at this 
small one-room school over the years.  
Edith Keeler also taught there as a 

young woman.  She later married 
Wilbur Farr of St. Johnsbury, and years 
later her granddaughter, Sally 
McCucheon, married Walter Goodrich of 
East Cabot. 
     In the fall of 1919, an outbreak of 
whooping cough hit Cabot, closely fol-
lowed by a flu epidemic, and by Febru-
ary 1920, whole families were quaran-
tined by Cabot’s health officer L. C. 
Lance.  The Houghton, Foster, Putnam, 
and O’Biren families were all restricted 
to their homes and the school was closed.  
The “Spanish Flu” epidemic was nation-
wide, and with no vaccines available at 
that time it went rampant, killing hun-
dreds, including many people in Cabot.  
Quarantining did little to slow the 
spread of the disease as it swept through 
communities. 

     In 1930, Budd Bruce finished building 
a fine new school in South Cabot, and 
the little one-room school house was 
closed.  Daisy Isham had 19 students in 
1929, the last year the old South Cabot 
school was in service.  By 1933, there 
were 25 students enrolled at South 
Cabot.  
     The new school was still basically a 
one-room, one-teacher school, but it had 
a basement with a wood furnace for cen-
tral heating, a stage, and a library, and 
was designated a “Superior School” by 
the Vermont Board of Education.  
Kitchen space allowed noontime meals 
to be prepared and hot lunches were also 
delivered to East Cabot students, about 
two miles away.   

     South Cabot Parent Teachers Asso-
ciation (PRA) raised money for a small 
Delco power plant to provide electricity 
for their new school.  No other schools 
had Delco plants.  Other rural one-room 

District 12 & 14,  
Hookerville and Whittier Hill 

schools in town were using oil lamps for 
lighting.  When the Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) reached the area 
in 1940, South Cabot, Merritt School, 
East Cabot, and the Plains schools were 
“electrified”, and oil lamps were only 
used during power outages. 

     The Superintendent of Schools visited 
Cabot’s rural schools regularly.  Superin-
tendent Max Barrows visited South 
Cabot eleven times in 1933.  School 
board members visited twice that year, 
and there were seventeen visits by stu-
dents’ parents.  These visitations were 
expected and encouraged.  
     After closing, the old South Cabot 
school building was maintained by the 
town and the South Cabot PTA for sev-
eral years and dances were held there to 
benefit the new school.  It was a popular 
dance spot during the 1940s, but it was 
sold in 1959 for $260 to someone in 
Barre. There were other owners over the 
years who used it as a summer home.  It 
still stands where it always has, but is 
now vacant and in disrepair.  
     South Cabot was the last of Cabot’s 
one-room schools to finally close.  Even 
after East Cabot school closed in 1948 
and those students went to South Cabot, 
enrollment continued to decline and in 
1954 the town voted to close it.  The 
building was sold in 1958 to Helen Ennis 
Keene for $1300 and became her home.  
It is still a private dwelling. 
     Life in the early 1800s was stressful 
enough on a daily basis without tempt-
ing the fates by attaching the number 13 
to any school district.  Therefore, along 
with having no number 9 district, none 
was burdened with the number 13. 
     Another early settler in Cabot was Lt. 
John Whittier, who came here in 1780.  
He settled on what is now known as 
Whittier Hill, also sometimes called East 
Hill, and raised a large family there.  
Others settled nearby and by 1858 a one-
room school was built to accommodate 
all the youngsters. The school house was 
located on the west side of Whittier Hill 
Road, about midway between what is 
now Smith Road and McKinstry Road 

and operated until about 1910 as District 
14.  There is no marker or other easily 
visible evidence of that school today, and 
we have no photographs of it, but it was 
no doubt the same general design as 
Cabot’s other early school houses.  
     Residents in District 14 included 
Whittier, Corliss, Britt, Bickford, Os-
good, Clark, Folsom, and Wilson fami-
lies, and although at one time there was 
a well-traveled road leading from Marsh-
field north to the Center of Cabot, com-
merce gradually shifted over the years 
and new roads were built for easier ac-
cess to business in the village.  The popu-
lation gradually shifted, beginning after 
the Civil War.  Later, World War I took 
men away from the area again, leaving 
farms short of help.  Farm properties 
were sold or abandoned, and by the 
1920s keeping a school in that district 
was no longer viable.  The school was 
officially closed in 1925. 
     The late David Smith, who lived 
nearby, said the building was used by 
the town for storage for a number of 
years, fell into disrepair, and was even-
tually taken down.  The District 14 area 
remained predominantly agricultural.  
Today there are few farms, but a num-
ber of lovely homes in this old district.  
The road that once continued through 
the woods to Lower Cabot, and another 
that traversed the eastern side of the 
hillside in a southeasterly direction from 
Whittier Hill to about where the Groton 
State Forest Road is today, no longer 
exist.  

     For many years, Cabot was resolute 
in the early decision that schools should 
be placed so that no child had to walk 
more than two miles from their home to 
get to school.  However, families became 
smaller and commerce shifted as travel 
became easier with better roads and mo-
torized vehicles.  Cabot’s outlying small 
communities diminished.  Operating 
individual schools for a handful of stu-
dents became fiscally unwise, so one-
room schools became as obsolete as kero-
sene lamps and buckboard wagons. 

Whittier Hill School students, 1904. 
This is the only known photo of the 
Whittier Hill School. We have no infor-
mation about who these students are. 

Hookerville looking north from Hall’s 
Mill. The farm across the road was the 
Southwick’s place where the post office 
was for many years. Behind the shed in 
the foreground was a store. Molly’s 
Brook was out of the photo on the right 
and the road was where Route 2 was 
eventually, but is known as Old Route 2. 
In later years there was also a filling 
station in Hookerville. 

South Cabot School when Miss Adams 
taught there in the early 1900s had 
twelve students. 

The former school in South Cabot, at the 
intersection of what is now Last Road 
and Route 2 operated until 1929 when 
the new school was built a few rods 
north.  

The student body in 1921 had about 19 
students. East Cabot was a flourishing 
little community during that time. 

The old South Cabot schoolhouse at the 

corner of Last Road and U. S. Route 2. 

TOWN CLERK OFFICE 

Closed for Columbus/
Indigenous People's Day 

 10/13/2025  

by Jane Brown 
Cabot Oral History Committee 
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Dear friends, 
     Impactful experiences can be trau-
matic or life-affirming, positive or nega-
tive or both. Some we've gone through 
as a community, and have a mutual 
understanding of. But in other cases we 
can spend years living alongside 
neighbors, colleagues, friends, or 
even family members without real-
izing the experiences that have 
shaped them. 
     Vets Town Halls are an invitation for 
veterans - or, at a Family Vets Town 
Hall, family members of veterans - to 
share their stories and experiences. 
     These events are also an opportunity 
for all of us, non-veterans included, 
to show up to listen - and to learn more 
about how we can be better friends and 
neighbors to the veterans and family 
members of veterans in our community. 
     You can find this fall's full calendar 
below. We're starting the year with two 
important and somewhat unusual 
events for us: 

 A Family Vets Town Hall - our sec-
ond ever - in just two weeks on 9/25. 
This is an initiative we're looking to 
expand in future years. 

 Our first ever Vets Town Hall of 
this kind at the State House in 
Montpelier. Like all Vets Town 
Halls, this one will be non-political. 
We're honored to be working with this 
venue, and hope that you will join us 
in bringing veterans' stories to our 
state's capital. 

Warmly, 
Kristen Eaton 
Deputy Director, Vets Town Hall 
  

    These events are free and open to 
all. While only veterans will speak (or, 
at the Family Vets Town Hall, family 
members of veterans will speak), non-
veterans also have a crucial role to play. 
Listening without judgment or inter-
ruption is one of the most powerful and 
supportive acts a person can offer, and 
that is what is expected of veterans and 
non-veterans alike. 
     For more information and to register, 
go to https://www.vtvetstownhall.org/. 

Vets Town Hall 

A New Home for The Civic Standard 
Hardwick’s Culture & Community 
Organization Purchases a New Building 
     The Civic Standard, Hardwick’s cul-
tural community center, has purchased 
the building at 39 South Main Street in 
Hardwick. The organization will move 
their headquarters to the new space, 
which is directly across the street from 
their original headquarters, aiming to 
complete the move by late November. 
The closing took place on September 4, 
2025, and renovations have begun on 
what most recently served as the 
Flower Basket’s retail shop. This move 
allows the Civic Standard to focus its 
programming to further serve the citi-
zens of Hardwick and neighboring com-
munities. The Civic Standard plans to 
continue its most impactful program-
ming. “I imagine family-style meals at 
long dining tables, more space for audi-
ences at our living room concerts, and 
rehearsals for our original productions. 
These are some of our most beloved 
programs and I am excited to use the 
new space to make them more accessi-
ble,” shared Executive Director Rose 
Friedman. “But we will also be able to 
launch new programs thanks to the 
facilities in our new headquarters, like 
an upstairs café run by local teenagers 
after school, a year-round costume li-
brary, and so much more.” 
     To achieve all this, the Civic Stan-
dard will undertake renovations includ-
ing painting, improved ventilation, and 
a general gussying-up of the historic 
building. In the next few weeks, watch 
for community members caravaning 
supplies and furniture across the street, 
landscaping, painting, and more during 
open work days. 
     To support renovation and program-
ming efforts, the Civic has launched its 
first-ever capital campaign with a goal 
of $400,000. As of September 10, the 
New Home Fund has already received 
over $210,000 in pledges and gifts. Con-
tributions to the New Home Fund will 

cover the costs that come with an epic 
move like this one, whether hardware 
supplies or monthly payments made 
toward the Civic’s Vermont Community 
Loan Fund mortgage. 
     Gifts to the New Home Fund may be 
made at thecivicstandard.org/a-new-
home. In addition to financial gifts, The 
Civic Standard welcomes in-kind dona-
tions of items on their wishlist, volun-
teer efforts at one of their workdays this 
fall, and other contributions of time or 
expertise. Learn more at thecivicstan-
dard.org. 
 

About The Civic Standard  
     The Civic Standard is a free supper 
club, a public living room, and a collabo-
rative art project. The organization is 
deeply rooted in the town of Hardwick, 
Vermont, and programs reflect the 
needs and desires of the community. 
This project is run by a small staff, sup-
ported by a board of directors, and sus-
tained by a volunteer base of hundreds 
of members of our greater community. 
Learn more at thecivicstandard.org. 

by Johanna Thibault 

Central Vermont Vets Town Hall 
Sun. 11/2 at 1pm 
State House, Montpelier 
Local partners include Lt. Governor 
John Rodgers, Rep. Jill Krowinski, and 
James Ehlers, who will emcee. (Check 
back for updates! Registration opening 
soon.)  
 

Rutland Vets Town Hall 
Fri. 11/7 - Godnick Adult Center 
5:30pm dinner (RSVP required) 
6pm Vets Town Hall (RSVP encour-
aged) 
Local partners include the Godnick 
Adult Center, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 1, Civil Air Patrol 
Rutland Composite Squadron, Social 
Tinkering, and Vermont Adaptive's Vet-
eran Ventures Program. Kyle Aines will 
emcee  
 

Champlain Valley Vets Town Hall 
Sun. 11/9 at 1pm 
McCarthy Arts Center, Saint Mi-
chael's College 
Local partners include Saint Michael’s 
College Military Community Services, 
and SMC Student Veterans Associa-
tion. Michelle Caver will emcee.  
 

Northeast Kingdom Vets Town Hall 
Sun. 11/9 at 1pm 
Catamount Arts Center 
Presented by Catamount Arts. Marty 
McMahon will emcee. Snacks will be 
available. (Registration opening soon.)  
 

Brattleboro Vets Town Hall 
Sun. 11/9 at 1pm 
American Legion Post 5 
Presented by American Legion Post 5. 
The event will include a potluck. 
(Registration opening soon.)  

 

Charlotte Vets Town Hall 
Fri. 11/14 at 6:30pm 
Charlotte Grange 
Presented by the Charlotte Grange. 
Snacks will be available. (Registration 
opening soon.)  

ALL CABOT VETERANS ALL CABOT VETERANS ALL CABOT VETERANS ALL CABOT VETERANS     
AND SERVICE MEMBERS:AND SERVICE MEMBERS:AND SERVICE MEMBERS:AND SERVICE MEMBERS:    

Please Mark Your Calendar 
 

On Veterans Day, please join the Cabot Chronicle and the Cabot Historical Soci-

ety at a free lunch to honor and thank you for your military service: 

Tuesday, November 11, 2025 

1130 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Willey Building second floor meeting room (accessible via lift) 

 

Veterans of any service are invited, no matter where you lived when you served.   

ARE YOU WILLING TO SHARE YOUR STORY? 
 

     In the November 2023  and 2024 editions of the Cabot Chronicle,        

recollections of fourteen Cabot veterans were featured.  We hope more 

of our neighbors will share their stories with the community for the Novem-

ber 2025 edition.  It doesn’t matter where you lived at the time, what ser-

vice you joined, what type of mission or kind of duty – the very variety of         

experience is of great value.   

     Please consider sharing your story by emailing inbox@cabotvermont.org 

by October 15 for publication in the November 1 edition of the Cabot 

Chronicle.  There is no military experience, past or present, we don’t want 

to hear about!  If you don’t like to write, call 802-279-6897, and we’ll come 

interview you. 

     And special thanks to previous contributors.  You can still read their tales 

at CabotChronicle.org by clicking on www.CabotChronicle.org. 
 

 November 2023 edition beginning on page 10: 

  Jack Daniels  David Lynn   

  Raymond Domey  Rory Thibault 

  Jeffrey Gabrielson  Chris Porter 

  Jeanne Johnson   Mark Tucker 
 

 November 2024 edition beginning on page 10: 

  Niels Larson   Richard Ducharme 

  Nally Family   Kris Schmitt 

  Jacqueline Lumbra 
 

Can we add your experience? 
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Why Proper Disposal of Household 
Medication Is So Important 
     EPA encourages you to use pharma-
ceutical take-back programs that accept 
unwanted household medicines. These 
take-back programs offer a safe and en-
vironmentally protective way to dispose 
of unwanted household medicines. In 
fact, pharmaceutical take-back pro-
grams offer a dual public health benefit 
by helping to: 

 Combat the opioid crisis by reduc-
ing access to unwanted household 
medicines, which helps prevent drug 
abuse and accidental poisoning. 

 Protect the environment by reduc-
ing the flushing of household medi-
cines, which prevents their release 
into ground water and surface water. 

 

The National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day aims to provide a safe, con-
venient, and responsible means of dis-
posing of prescription drugs, while also 
educating the general public about the 
potential for abuse of medications. Five 
Options for Household Medicine Take-
backs: 

1. Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion take-back days. 

2. Kiosks at pharmacies. 

3. Kiosks at law enforcement agencies. 

4. Mail-back envelopes. 
5. Community take-backs. 
 

DO NOT: Flush expired or unwanted 
prescription and over-the-counter drugs 
down the toilet or drain (unless no drug 
take-back option is available and the 
label or accompanying patient informa-
tion specifically instructs you to do so). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Takeback Dropoff Locations  
within 20 Miles of Cabot: 

 

Kinney Drug, 967 Memorial Drive,  
St. Johnsbury 

 

Kinney Drug 800 US Route 302,  
Berlin 

 

Walgreen 355 N. Main Street,  
Barre 

 

CVS Pharmacy, 1634 US Route 302, 
Berlin 

 

Central Vermont Medical Center,  
130 Fisher Road, Berlin 

 

Walmart Pharmacy,  
282 Berlin Mall Road, Berlin 

 

Shaws Supermarkets,  
160 Paine Turnpike, Berlin 

 

Kinney Drug, 69 Main Street,  
Montpelier 

 

Kinney Drug, 407 Broad Street,  
Lyndonville 

 

Walgreen, 412 Broad Street,  
Lyndonville 

 

Copley Hospital,  
528 Washington Highway, Morrisville 

 

Kinney Drug, 97 Morrisville plaza,  
Morrisville 

 

CVS Pharmacy, 13 VT Route 15E,  
Morrisville 

National Prescription  
Drug Take Back Day  
October 25, 2025, 10AM to 2PM 

    Meet Exploremores™, decadent rocky 
road ice-cream inspired cookies brought 
to you by Girl Scouts. Filled with yummy 
chocolate, marshmallow, and toasted 
almond crème flavors, these sandwich 
cookies are sure to land a spot in your 
heart (and in your freezer next to those 
Thin Mints!). 
     While Exploremores won’t be avail-
able until Girl Scout Cookie Season is 
underway in January, we wanted you to 
be among the first to get the scoop! Look 
for these new favorites from Girl Scouts 
you know this coming season!  Explore-
mores cookies will make their debut dur-
ing the 2026 Girl Scout Cookie sea-
son online and in person at cookie booths 
across the country. Typically, cookie sea-
son runs between January and April 
each year, but exact timing can vary by 
location. Cookie lovers can stay up to 

date on upcoming seasons by visiting the 
Girl Scouts website and signing up for 
alerts. They can also text “Cookies” to 
59618 to stay in the know about cookie 
news. 
     In January 2025, GSUSA revealed 
that two cookie flavors — S’mores and 
Toast-Yay! — would be retired at the 
end of 2025.  
 

New Girl Scout Cookie Flavor 

 

I should worry, but don’t, 

spending time without thought, 

raising flowers, mending the net, 

over our few strawberry plants 
 

writing, holding, the words I’ve ne-

glected, 

arranging them in lines, until, they sing, 

and watching clouds, to find good mow-

ing times. 
  

Cooking, eating, (from antique crockery), 

silent mealtime companions, they and I, 

we dance steps of simpler, more gener-

ous times.  

I take them from the table to the sink, 

to be washed like children before bed-

time 
 

My old hands ride the sponge, across 

each dish, 

playful as otters, in the warm water. 
 

I watch, the changing sun, crossing the 

sky, 

through the small window, over the sink, 

dusk, 

falling too quickly, even at solstice; 

day seeming, almost unnoticed, to leave, 
 

Iris and Lilac, bent, toward the places, 

where sun still appears, reach for the 

last rays, 

before twilight. 
  

At night I touch the darkness: 

Celebrating absent street lights, 

remembering how to breathe light, 

feeling my gratitude coat the aging 

frames, 

wood and bone, of my habitations, 

listening to my heart, sing, farewell, 

it’s parting words to yet another day. 

 

Alexander Anlyan 

Spending Time 

 
 
     Agri-Mark, the dairy cooperative that 
owns the Cabot Creamery brand, received 
12 awards for its products at The Big E 
Gold Medal Cheese Competition in West 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 
     “These awards are a direct reflection of 
the people behind the products,” said 
Corey Desranleau, VP of Manufacturing 
at Agri-Mark. “From the farm families to 
the dedicated employees in our manufac-
turing facilities, their hard work and ex-
pertise turn great ingredients into award-
winning dairy products. We’re thrilled to 
see their efforts recognized and celebrated 
at the fair.” 
     The Big E Gold Medal Cheese Compe-
tition, held in West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, received entries from cheese-
makers throughout New England. A team 
of judges evaluates the entries based on 
aesthetic and technical qualities. 
 
 

     Agri-Mark won  
the following awards at the BIG E  
Gold Medal Cheese Competition 

 

Gold: 
  Cabot Private Stock Cheddar 
Silver: 
  Cabot Extra Sharp Cheddar 
  Cabot 3 Year Cheddar 
  Cabot Vintage Choice Cheddar 
  Cabot Habanero Cheddar 
  Cabot Monterey Jack 
  Cabot Extra Creamy Premium Salted Butter 
  Cabot Extra Creamy Premium Unsalted Butter 

  Cabot Salted Butter 
Bronze: 
  Cabot Sharp Cheddar 
  Cabot 10% Plain Greek Yogurt 
  Cabot Unsalted Butter 
 

     “We’re honored to receive these recogni-
tions, especially in the vibrant setting of our 
state fairs — where tradition, community 
and agriculture come together,” said Jason 
Martin, SVP, Operations at Agri-Mark. 
“We’re proud to be part of competitions that 
showcase and celebrate the best of our region 
and the people who contribute to its success.” 

AGRI-MARK’s Cabot Brand  
Wins Awards at Big E 
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     That’s a question the Selectboard has 
been asking for years and trying to come 
up with a solution. 
     The annual highway budget is a little 
over 1$million each fiscal year.  Included 
in those monies are salaries and benefits 
for the road crew, sand, salt, gravel, 
truck maintenance and other items.  A 
very small portion is focused on paving 
or fixing bad spots on main arteries such 
as Route 215. 
     Roads with higher traffic volumes 
such as Route 215 between Marshfield, 
Cabot and Walden cost a lot of money to 
maintain. Depending on whether it’s 
simple surfacing or full reconstruction, a 
mile of asphalt could cost up to $500,000
-$1,000,000.  Most towns cannot afford 
this kind of expense to be handled 
through their annual budget cycles.   
     The alternative is to bond paving pro-
jects and spread the cost out over multi-
ple years to reduce the overall impact on 
the taxpayers.  

     An approach we are considering is to 
ask the State to take over the paving 
portion of RT215 and the town will con-
tinue winter maintenance such as plow-
ing and sanding of roads.  Board mem-
ber Fred Ducharme and I are asking 
State Representative Greg Burtt from 
Cabot to work with the Transportation 
Agency to help us with the possibility of 
the state taking over this function.  The 
Town will work with both Marshfield 
and Walden to accomplish this task.  
     We would also like to ask Cabot 
Creamery to be part of this process, as 
most of the truck traffic is connected to 
the local creamery operation.  
     If you have any questions or ideas on 
this subject, please reach out to the Se-
lectboard or come to one of our meetings 
on the first and third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 pm.  
 

Thank you, Mike Hogan and Fred 
Ducharme – Cabot Selectboard.  

Are Cabot’s Main Roads Built to  
Withstand 24/7 Tractor/Trailer Traffic? 

Wooly Bear 

The Woolly Bears say it's going to be a rough winter for Cabot.  Rollin Tebbetts photo. 

  

  

  
  ANNUAL EVENTS 2025 

CABOT VERMONT 
 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 
CABOT COMMUNITY MEMORIAL TREE 

 
 

Friday, Saturday & Monday 
December 12, 13 & 15, 2025 

TOY AND WARM CLOTHING SHARE 

 
 

Thursday, December 13, 2025 
CABOT HOLIDAY FESTIVAL  

& OUTDOOR MARKET 
 
 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 
CABOT COMMUNITY  
CHRISTMAS DINNER 

VERMONT ISSUES STATEWIDE BAN ON DEBRIS BURNING 
No Burning Permits Shall Be Issued 

 

     The Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation (FPR) has issued an order for all Town Forest Fire Wardens to cease issuing burning per-

mits from noon on September 22, 2025, until this order is revoked. This order may be revoked on a statewide basis or on a county-by-county basis,        

depending upon the fire danger and weather conditions. 

     Abnormally dry summer conditions have persisted throughout Vermont and the Northeast.  The US Drought Monitor reports 78% of Vermont is      

experiencing severe drought.  Neighboring states are also in similar drought conditions, with 73% of New Hampshire experiencing severe drought, 23% of 

which is in extreme drought.  

     “Persistent dry conditions coupled with dry falling leaves create a high risk for rapid fire spread,” said Dan Dillner, Forest Fire Supervisor.  “With 

ground water deficits, fires will burn into the soil, consuming dried organic matter as fuel.  These fires require considerable resources to contain and    

extinguish.”  

     “Falling leaves are providing abundant dried fuels,” said FPR Commissioner Danielle Fitzko.  “Many towns have proactively imposed burning          

restrictions, and we are working with our local and regional partners to raise awareness and increase preparedness.” 

     The current fire danger forecast and further information on fire safety and prevention are available on the FPR website. 
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October Events at the  
Jaquith Public Library 

All events are free and held at the library 
(unless noted otherwise) 

For more info: 802-426-3581  
or visit our website: 

www.jaquithpubliclibrary.org 
 

Art and Author Event  
Sunday, October 12 from 2 to 4 pm 

2 pm Art Opening: Artist Joyce 
Kahn is a Montpelier pastel painter, 
whose plein air landscapes, still lifes and 
portraits all manifest her great joy in the 
use of rich color.  
3 pm Poetry Reading: Montpelier 
poet daithi (nom de plume) has been 
developing his craft for over thirty years. 
He lives with his wife on unceded land of 
the Abenaki people. Some poems of his 
have found their way into Tendril, Refo-
cus, and local anthologies of PoemCity. 
Elizabeth R. McCarthy lives with her 
husband and cat in an old farmhouse in 
Walden, Vermont. Retired from teach-
ing, she turned to poetry in 2020 when 
the world closed down and time became 
a windfall. Elizabeth’s first manuscript 
Digging Potatoes  was shortlisted in the 
Hunger Mountain: VCFA May Day 
Mountain Chapbook Series Contest 
2021, followed by the publication of her 
chapbooks; Winter Vole (Finishing Line 
Press 2022,) Hard Feelings (Finishing 
Line Press 2024) and Wild Silence 
(Kelsay Books, 2024). 

 

Puzzle Competition 
Saturday, October 18th  
from 10:30 am to 1 pm 

We have 5 identical puzzles. Sign up 
your team to compete! Team size maxi-
mum is 5 people. Registration required. 
Call or email to sign-up. The team that 
finished first wins a $ 50 gift certificate to 
a local restaurant. 

 

Finding Jesse:  
A Fugitive From Slavery in Vermont 

Saturday, October 18  
from 2 to 3:30 pm 

at the Twinfield School Library 
This presentation by Jane Williamson 
traces Jesse’s life from enslavement in 
North Carolina to freedom in Vermont. 
His story is told through letters in the 
collection at Rokeby Museum and docu-
ments at the North Carolina State Ar-
chives. The illustrated talk brings the 
narrative of one slave out of anonymity 
and explores his life and pursuit of free-
dom. This program is part of the Ver-
mont Humanities Speakers Bureau and 
is co-hosted by the Marshfield Historical 
Society and the Jaquith Public Library. 
For info call: 802-454-1680. 
 

Star-gazing with George Springston 
Wednesday, October 22, 6:30 pm  
(Rain/cloud date October 25)  

The Moon will have set. Saturn will be 
rising nicely in the east. We’ll identify 
some of the stars and constellations of 
the fall sky and use a telescope to look at 
Saturn, and maybe other planets. 

 

Pumpkin Walk  
Watch for the date!  

We will keep you posted.  
Come to our annual Pumpkin Walk. It 
will be outside in the fields of the Old 
Schoolhouse Common. There will be 
treats! 

All Hands Together! Community 
Crafting Group 

Every Tuesday from 4:30 to 6 pm 
Bring whatever craft you are working on 
or start a new project. All ages are wel-
come if they are old enough to sit and 
work on a craft. Knitting and spinning 
maven, Donna Hisson from Marshfield, 
is the host of the group. 

 

Story time and Playgroup 
Fridays at 10:30 am 

Join us for story, song, snack, craft, and 
free play! Outside unless the weather is 
frightful! For children birth to age six 
and their grown-ups. We follow the 
Twinfield Union School calendar and do 
not hold the program on the days 
Twinfield is closed. 

 

Baby & Caregivers Meet-up 
Wednesdays from 10:30 to 11:30 am 
 Join us for our weekly gatherings where 
caregivers can relax and connect while 
their babies play and explore in a calm, 
supportive setting. Geared toward babies 
ages 0 to 18 months and their caregivers. 
Siblings can come along as well. 

 

Chapters in History Book Group 
Second Saturdays of the Month  

at 2 pm 
The public is encouraged to participate in 
this free reading and discussion se-
ries. Books are available for loan from 
the library. 
October 11 President McKinley: Ar-
chitect of the American Century by 
Robert M. Merry 
 

Monthly Book Group for Adults 
Fourth Mondays at 7 pm 

Join us for the Jaquith book group. For 
copies of the book, please stop by the li-
brary. New members are always wel-
come, and it is only one hour a month! 
October 27 Don’t Say We Have Noth-
ing by Madeleine Thien 
 

The Marshfield Resilience Hub 
Farmers Market 

Every Saturday through October 11 
from 10 am to 1 pm 

Join us each Saturday at the Old School-
house Common for local vendors, live 
music, and free community led Skill 
Shares. Vending space is free, so if you 
are interested in applying as a vendor, 
leading a class (we provide a small sti-
pend), or playing on the gazebo stage, 
please email marshfieldrh@gmail.com or 
call 802-426-3581 to apply. 
October 4: Small engine repair with 
Kathleen Hayes, hand tool swap, 
and music T.B.A. 
October 11 Storing your harvest & 
growing garlic with Anne Miller, 
costume and dress-up swap, music 
by 25 Strings. 
 

What is the Marshfield  
Resilience Hub? 

Curious about the organization behind 
the Marshfield Farmers Market, Skill 
Shares, Resource Swaps, and Commu-
nity Garden? The Marshfield Resilience 
Hub was founded in response to the his-
torical flooding in 2023 as a community 
project to help our neighbors and our-
selves dynamically navigate weather 
adversity, strengthen food security, and 
build relationships with our fellow resi-
dents. We meet monthly and encourage 
new members and ideas. 

News From the Jaquith Public Library 

     A report in the June edition an-
nounced the $500,000 Energy Resiliency 
Grant awarded to the town of Cabot, 
with no match.  If you attended Se-
lectboard meetings, you would have 
heard regular updates on progress. Plan-
ning began prior to the 2023 flood, and 
results are now being seen in town. 
Willey Building 
 Insulating Curtains are on-site, in-
stalled in meeting room, planned for 
auditorium 

 New lighting for meeting room and 
auditorium to be installed by end of 
year 

 Lift renovations to modern standards 

are contracted (lift remains in service 
meanwhile) 

 Defibrillator received, installation and 
training planned 

 Heat pumps for auditorium will be 
installed in October 

Wastewater Plant 
 Energy efficiency improvements ongo-
ing at wastewater plant  

Town Garage 
 Ventilating system improvements are 
being planned 

Town contractors have participated and 
advised in planning and executing im-
provements to Town facilities. 
Betty Ritter, Town Clerk 

Energy Grant Delivering Progress Improvements 
to Willey Building, Garage and Wastewater Plant 

by Susan Socks of Garden Goddess 
Consulting and Gardening 

 
 

 
     Garlic is one of my favorite foods to 
grow. Easy to plant, easy to grow, easy to 
store, and so delicious! October is the time 
to plant garlic in Vermont. 
Do I buy plants or seeds? 
     Nope, usually garlic is grown from a 
head of garlic, split into its cloves. This is 
known as “seed garlic”. Seed garlic” is just 
regular garlic, but of very good quality. 
You can get seed garlic from a farmer, 
online supplier, garden store, or an espe-
cially nice neighbor. 
How much will I need? 
     It depends. How much garlic do you 
use in your cooking? Are you growing 
enough for a whole year? Or just a few 
weeks worth? Our family has an 8’x3’ 
raised bed, and we plant around 70 
cloves, which takes about a dozen heads 
of garlic. That provides us with enough 
for the year. 
Are there different kinds of garlic? 
     Yes. The main types are hardneck and 
softneck. When cured, hardneck garlic 
has a stiff stem, and softeneck garlic has 
a soft stem. Hardneck garlic does not 
store as long as softneck, so eat those 
first. There are many varieties of hard-
neck and softneck garlic; mild, strong, 
sweet, earthy, or pungent. 
Where do I plant it? 
     Garlic loves sun, and well-drained soil 
with lots of compost. If you have a suc-
cessful vegetable or flower garden, you 
can probably plant garlic there. If you 
have heavy clay soil (like me), consider a 
raised bed filled with good quality soil. 
I’ve had very good results with a 6” tall 
raised bed. 
How do I plant it? 
     When you are ready to plant, break 
the heads into cloves. Each clove will be-
come a new plant. Separated, unplanted 
cloves are only viable for a few days, so 
wait to break apart the cloves till you’re 
in the garden, and ready to plant. Cloves 
have a pointy end, where the spring shoot 
will emerge, and a flattened end, where 
the roots will grow. Although sometimes 
cloves can grow if just tossed down the 
hole, they appreciate being properly ori-
ented. Flat side down, pointy side up. 
Space cloves about 4-6” apart, with the 
top about 2” below the soil surface. Put a 
light layer on mulch (straw or wood 
chips) over the bed, about an inch deep. 
When do I plant it? 
     In northeast Vermont, aim for mid-
October. That gives the plants time to 

grow roots, but not enough time to form 
large shoots. If you are running late, don’t 
fret. So long as the soil hasn’t frozen solid, 
you can still get it in the ground. 
How do I take care of it? 
     After planting, you don’t need to do 
anything till spring. Once the garlic 
sprouts emerge in April, keep the area 
weeded. In June, hardneck type garlic 
will make scapes. Scapes are thick shoots 
which curl around, and eventually open 
into flowers. When you see scapes start-
ing to form, snap them off so the garlic 
puts its energy into making a big head, 
not into flowers. The scapes are edible, 
and taste of garlic. We like ours pan-
seared or broiled. 
When and how do I harvest? 
     Garlic is ready sometime in July. Wait 
until the lowest three or four leaves have 
turned brown and shriveled up. These 
leaves form the “wrapper” that allows the 
garlic to be stored for months. The rest of 
the leaves will still mostly be green, just 
beginning to yellow. Use a shovel or gar-
den fork to loosen the soil, and pull them 
out gently. If you harvest too early, the 
heads will be small. Too long and the 
heads will begin to fall apart into cloves, 
and they won’t store very well. If you not 
sure, pull one garlic plant and look at it. 
How do I store it? 
     Garlic is one of the easiest crops to 
store. First, cure the garlic by placing the 
plants in a shady space with good ventila-
tion. You can hang them, or spread them 
in a single layer on wire mesh. Once the 
tops have dried (about two-to-three 
weeks), softneck garlic can be braided, 
and hardneck garlic can be trimmed and 
hung in a mesh bag. Put the braid or bag 
in the kitchen, at regular room tempera-
ture and humidity. Let the garlic sit for 
about four-to-six weeks to allow it to fully 
dry and cure. It should last several 
months. 
Can I save seed garlic to plant next 
year? 
     Absolutely! Keep your best few garlic 
heads in a place where you won’t acciden-
tally eat them, and when October 2026 
rolls around, you’ll be ready to plant. 
Have a happy autumn, and I hope you’ll 
give garlic a try!  
This garden article is brought to you by 
Susan Socks, aka the Garden Goddess. 
Stay tuned for upcoming articles on green 
lawn care, pruning, garden tools, edible 
landscapes, and more. For gardening 
help, email gardengoddess802@ 
gmail.com, call 802.498.7785, or visit 
www.SocksFamilyFarm.weebly.com. 

Garlic: Easy to Grow, Really! 
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LIBRARY HOURS: Monday noon - 
6 pm, Tuesday 10 am - 6 pm, 
Wednesday 11 - 6 pm, Thursday 
noon - 6 pm, and Saturday 9 am- 
noon. Curbside library service is still 
available during regular library hours.   
Upcoming Programs - All programs 
are free and happen at the Cabot Pub-
lic Library unless otherwise noted -all 
are welcome! Visit our website - cabot-
library.com or check FPF for added 
programs.  If you have a program sug-
gestion or question, please email 
amandaotto.cabotlibrary@gmail.com.  
Mah Jongg – Tuesdays in October - 
10am - Noon - Learn the ancient tile 
game, meet new friends and neighbors 
and maybe competitors. Kathleen Cha-
tot will be offering introductory lessons 
for all levels with regular games taking 
place each Tuesday. Both fun and chal-
lenging, the game of Mah Jongg is said 
to improve memory, decision-making 
skills and patience.   
Dungeons and Dragons (ages 11+) - 
Ongoing, Tuesdays - 3:30 - 5:00 pm - 
Join Losada Stoddard as DM. Learn how 
to build a Dungeons and Dragons char-
acter and then set out on your Adven-
tures. Come for the mysteries and magic, 
tails and talons, puzzles and prophecies! 
Snacks provided. 
 

Story & Activity Time (birth - age 
5+) - Ongoing, Wednesdays - 10:30 - 
11:30 am - Join Amanda Otto for sto-
ries, songs, crafts, snacks and open 
play. All are welcome! Cabot Rec 
Field Pavilion   
Join us on October 1 for a performance 
of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by 
local artist and mother, Sarah Splet-
zer. 

Join us at Burtt’s Apple Orchard on 
October 8 for a special apple themed 
Story & Activity Time including 
printmaking activities and apple 
cider donuts.  

Join us at the pavilion on 10/15, 10/22 
and 10/29 for fun fall themed stories, 
songs and crafts. 

LEGO Club (ages 6+) - October 15 & 
November 19 - 2:30 - 4:00 pm - This 
club offers a fun, hands-on environ-
ment where kids can develop their 
problem-solving skills, foster their crea-
tivity, and collaborate with their peers 
through engaging Lego-based activi-
ties. LEGO’s and snacks provided.  
Pumpkin Book Character Contest 
(ages 12-17) - Wednesday, October 22 
- 2:30 - 4:30 pm & Thursday, October 
23 - 3:30 - 5:50 pm - Decorate a pump-
kin to look like one of your favorite book 
characters to be part of our “Book Char-
acter Pumpkin Patch” and a chance to 
win a prize. Registration is required. 
Outside entries will be accepted - please 
visit our website for more details. This 
program is made possible in part by 
Cabot Smith Farm. 
Night Sky Party with Bobby-Farlice 
Rubio at Burtt’s Apple Orchard - 
Friday, October 17 at 6:30 pm - As 
October’s leaves fall and cold breezes 
shake the cobwebs and chill our bones, it 
is time to look up and see what awaits us 
in the darkness of night. The stars of this 
time of year offer us many myths and 
spooky stories. Did you know that the 
evil eye of Medusa has its own star 
named Algol? That name means "the 

ghoul" in Arabic! Did we just discover life 
on Mars? Is it true that there’s a distant 
planet that smells like rotting cabbage? 
Come and learn about the wonders in 
the night sky, hear some of humanity’s 
most ancient stories, and get a chance to 
learn how to use the Cabot Library’s 
telescope too! Bobby will lead us in an 
enchanting tour of the night sky, and he 
will strive to answer all of your ques-
tions. 
Cabot Book Group – Thursday, Oc-
tober 23 - 2- 3 pm - All are welcome! – 
October’s book selection is There, There 
by Tommy Orange. Tommy Orange's 
wondrous and shattering novel follows 
twelve characters from Native communi-
ties: all traveling to the Big Oakland 
Powwow, all connected to one another in 
ways they may not yet realize. Hailed as 
an instant classic, There There is at once 
poignant and unflinching, utterly con-
temporary and truly unforgettable. Cop-
ies of this book will be available in the 
library for you to borrow. Email cabotli-
brary@yahoo.com for more info and to be 
added to the book group email list.  
Storywalk - October 15 - November 
30 - Cabot Rec Field Pavilion - Enjoy 
The Little Old Woman Who Wasn’t 
Afraid of Anything by Linda Williams 
and Illustrated by Megan Lloyd while 
you take a stroll around the pavilion 
grounds. Begin at the woods edge near 
the sandbox and follow around the pe-
rimeter of the field.  
Thanks so much to our Saturday volun-
teers: Vicky Palmer, Elizabeth Vitale, 
Marianne Robotham and Beth Wade. 
Many thanks to Kathleen Chatot for 
providing weekly Mah Jongg lessons and 
to Losada Stoddard for running our 
D&D program on Tuesday afternoons! 
Additional thanks to the Cabot Village 
Store for being a sponsor of our 1000 
Page Club - we had over 30 youth read 
and earn a pint of ice cream! We are so 
grateful to our Library Trustees who 
provide support and direction: Angela 
Ogle, Leah Sare, Kurt Steinert, Erin 
Ruddell, and Taeryn Robbins. Thanks to 
Cabot Library patrons for their patience 
during the week of August 18 as we 
painted the cloakroom, scrubbed both 
entranceways and painted the front 
steps to the building.  Special thanks to 
Fred Ducharme for power washing the 
entranceways.  
 

Kathleen Hoyne - Library Co-Director  
Amanda Otto - Library Co-Director 
Christina Sacalis - Assistant Librarian  

      CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

 

ADVERTISE IN THE 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY    

                
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reach up to 2000 households by the 
first of each month 
in Cabot, Marshfield  
and West Danville 

Plus households in Hardwick,  
Plainfield, Danville and beyond! 

 Full year for one low price! E-mail 
for more information:  

inbox@cabotvermont.org 

Drought Status in Vermont 
     All of Vermont is currently in at least moderate drought with a small pocket of 
extreme drought along the Connecticut River in Orange and Windsor counties. As of 
September 18, 2025, the U.S. Drought Monitor reports that 78% of the state is in 
severe drought, with 1% of Vermont in extreme drought. Without any tropical rain 
on the horizon, an occasional rain shower or thunderstorm won't be enough to re-
verse current conditions.  
     The Drought Task Force, comprised of state, federal and other institutional part-
ners, is meeting regularly to monitor the situation, promote public awareness of the 
severity of these dry conditions, and develop recommendations for any state re-
sponse. 

 

Report Drought Impacts 

Low or Dry Drinking Water Sources 
     If your private well or spring is low or dry, submit a drought report to the De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) using the online Drought Reporter. 
     Drought information, reporting and resources are available at https://
anr.vermont.gov/disaster/drought.   
     The Cabot Fire Department has reported a capability of providing water to resi-
dents.  Contact the Town office at 802-563-2279 or tc@cabotvt.us  for information.  
The Town Clerk advises there are no issues with the municipal water system.  
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FREELANCE FREELANCE FREELANCE FREELANCE     
WRITERSWRITERSWRITERSWRITERS    

 

 he Cabot Chronicle seeks  
 local freelance writers to  
chronicle the people, places, stories, history 
and news of the Cabot community. Paid by     
article and upon publication. 
 

Please contact us,  
inbox@cabotvermont.org or 802-279-6897 

TWIN VALLEY SENIOR CENTER 
 
 
 

 Free Door to Door Transportation 

 Free Tax Preparation 

 Health Clinics 

 Medical Equipment to Borrow 

 Monthly Newsletter 

 Meals – Every Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 am-2 pm 

 Bingo & Games 

 Exercise-Bone Strengthen & Tai Chi 

 Entertainment, Parties and Celebrations 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 Donations & Contributions always appreciated 

 Gift Certificates   

 Dietician-approved Meals on Wheels for home-
bound & disabled residents.   

    No physician orders needed. 
 

4583 U.S. Route 2 
East Montpelier 

TwinValleySeniors@ 
Myfairpoint.net 

 802-223-3322  
Serving: Cabot, Calais,  
East Montpelier, 

Marshfield, Plainfield 
& Woodbury 

Executive Director- 
Gene Troia 

Cabot Senior HousingCabot Senior HousingCabot Senior HousingCabot Senior Housing    
Cabot Senior Housing Cabot Senior Housing Cabot Senior Housing Cabot Senior Housing 
on Glinka Road offers:on Glinka Road offers:on Glinka Road offers:on Glinka Road offers:    
· Eight apartments: seven  
   affordable, one market rate. 
· Full kitchen, living room,  
   bath, dining area, one or  
   two bedrooms, deck or porch. 

·     Solarium, large common area & deck,         
     laundry, bathroom, kitchen, function area.   
·  Mail delivery and trash and recycling pickup. 
·  Free parking, garden plot and storage unit. 
·  Support services in Central VT help residents 

maintain independent living. 
     Cabot Commons is managed by the Down 
Street Housing & Community Development. 

Applications are available at 
www.downstreet.org or call 802-476-4493. 

 

AVAILABLE NOW AVAILABLE NOW AVAILABLE NOW AVAILABLE NOW     
ONEONEONEONE----BEDROOM APARTMENT AT BEDROOM APARTMENT AT BEDROOM APARTMENT AT BEDROOM APARTMENT AT     
CABOT COMMNITY SENIOR HOUSINGCABOT COMMNITY SENIOR HOUSINGCABOT COMMNITY SENIOR HOUSINGCABOT COMMNITY SENIOR HOUSING    

    

Call Down Street Housing Trust 802-476-4493 
Unit #8 with porch, small on-site storage, 

and one allocated parking space. 
All utilities included except cable and tele-
phone. Cabot Commons Senior Housing 
offers affordable, income-based senior 

independent living. 

 CABOT COMMUNITY FUND 
Funds Available for Community OrganizationsFunds Available for Community OrganizationsFunds Available for Community OrganizationsFunds Available for Community Organizations    

 

     The Cabot Community Fund (CCF) allows the CCA to support   
community-based projects and events that further the mission of the 
CCA. The CCF is funded by the generous support of the Cabot     
Creamery and other donors. 
     Funds are awarded to non-governmental organizations. Examples 
of previous awards include expenses of Cabot Arts-sponsored        
community performances, Cabot Night at Mountaineers games and 
Little League uniforms. 
     Guidelines and application form is available at ……………….. 
    https://www.cabotvermont.org/communityhttps://www.cabotvermont.org/communityhttps://www.cabotvermont.org/communityhttps://www.cabotvermont.org/community----grantgrantgrantgrant----fund.htmlfund.htmlfund.htmlfund.html     

     The Cabot Ride the Ridges bicycle 
fundraiser was held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 14, and it was a huge success! 220 
riders navigated their bikes up and 
down the scenic hills of Cabot and adja-
cent towns for four different distances: 
100, 60, 30 and 10 kilometers. Riders 
came from as far away as Michigan, 
North Carolina, Maryland and Washing-
ton states. Many local kids and families 
completed the 10k ride which climbed 
Houston Hill Road, looped around on 
Churchill Road and descended Bothfeld 
Hill back to the Cabot Green, and this 
year we had our first Ride around The 
Green for youngsters. The ride was fully 
supported by volunteer-staffed aid sta-
tions with gourmet local cheeses, apples, 
maple syrup and other snacks and bev-
erages. Wood-fired pizza was served on 
the Cabot Green after the rides. 
     The accountants are still busy tallying 
the numbers, but we believe to have 
raised somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$15,000 for the Cabot Mentoring Pro-
gram, for the Ride the Ridges Scholar-
ship Fund, and for the (in partnership 
with the Vermont Bicycle Shop in Barre) 
Cabot Bikes-for-Kids program. 
     We thank our many volunteers that 
put in countless hours to make this 

event a great success and for the many 
sponsors who donated their wonderful 
local products. Most of all, we thank the 
riders, without whom there would be no 
ride. See ya next year!!! 
     For more information about the Cabot 
Mentoring Program: 
Call: 802-595-1130, Mark Christensen, 
Cabot Mentoring Coordinator 
Email: cabotmentoring@gmail.com 
Website: cabotmentoring.org 

by Jeanne Johnson 
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LOCAL DIRECTORY 
 

 
 

CONTRACTORS 
 

“Our Goal Is 100%  
Customer Satisfaction” 
471 Hollister Hill  
Plainfield, Vermont 

 

Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ~ Sat 9 a.m.– 1 p.m. 
Or by appointment  (802) 454-7301  

www.countryfloorsvt.com 
 
 

 
 

Green Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco FloorsGreen Mountain Eco Floors        
Quality � Affordable Local 

Dustless Sanding Refinishing 
Natural Finishes  

Prefinished/Unfinished 
 OliverOliverOliverOliver     Flooring Sales Installations  CyrusCyrusCyrusCyrus 
WeltersWeltersWeltersWelters             Free Estimates             PondPondPondPond 
802802802802· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com· 595· 5049  KeepVermontGreener.com    

 

 
 
 
 

LOCAL RETAIL 
 
 

Available at the Cabot General Store 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tempeh - Miso - Natto 
*plant-based protein * 

752 Danville Hill Road  Cabot   563-2172 

 
 
 

GOODRICH’S  
Maple Farm 

2427 US Route 2, Cabot, VT 05647 
802-426-3388 

Maple products-holiday gift baskets,  
sugaring supplies, tanks 

Everything for all your sugaring needs 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                        

                                    Maple FarmMaple FarmMaple FarmMaple Farm    
  802-563-6060 

2 Gallons and 1 Half  $100 ~ 1 Gallon $40  
Half Gallons $25 ~ Quarts $15 
Pints $10 ~ Half Pints $6 

Blaisdell’sBlaisdell’sBlaisdell’sBlaisdell’s 

 

 

Certified organic nursery with a large  
selection of cold-hardy, fruiting plants,  

specializing in apple trees. 
Consultations for orchard  
& homestead planning 

120 VT Route 215, Walden, VT  
802-563-3012 

WaldenHeightsNursery.com 

 
 
 
 

 Tim and Jennifer Gochey 
Professional collision repair. 
All insurances accepted  
including rental cars 

     Call:  802-426-3738 or 802-522-7570 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Derby, VT 802-334-1200  
East Burke, VT 802-626-4222 
Your dreams ~ Our job 

Whether you’re looking for a place to live, 
work, or play in or around Vermont’s  

Northeast Kingdom, you’ve come to the right 
place. With two convenient locations,  

our talented team of full-service agents would 
be honored to assist you in your real estate 
endeavors! Our firm handles Residential, 
Commercial, Land, Farms, Waterfront, 
Rentals, and Auctions. Visit us online at 

FarmAndForest.com  

CENTURY 21 
Farm & Forest 

SERVICES 

 
 

3102 Main Street, Cabot, VT 05647 
 
 

Phone: 802-563-2270 
www.cabotgarage.net 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1955 

 

 
                

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

P.O. Box 166, Cabot, VT 05647 
Office : (802) 563-2112 

damien@dunhambrotherspainting.com 
www.dunhambrotherspainting.com 

 
 
 
   

      

Drilled Wells � Springs � Pressure Tanks 

UV Systems � Pump Service 

Water Conditioning 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 

(802) 426-3670 

 

 
 

  Commercial  ~  Residential  ~  Land 
802-563-6000 ~ www.harringtonvt.com 
“Serving Central Vermont and the 
Northeast Kingdom since 1989” 

‘ 

 
 

COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES 
REFURBISHED COMPUTER SALES 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY 
INFO@GREENMOUNTAINDRONE.COM 

802-793-1650 
Located down the stairs to the left  of the Cabot Village Store 

Andrea Gilbert, D.V.M 
64 N. Main St., P.O.Box 760 
Hardwick, Vermont 05843 

(802) 472-8400 
info@hardwickvet.com 
www.hardwickvet.com  
Open Tuesday - Saturday      

Sunwise Surveying 
Specializing In Boundary Surveying 
Lisa M. Ginett, RLS & Uriah Paire 

802-426-3025  
193 McKinstry Rd. Cabot, VT  

SERVICES 

                                        

NNNNATHANATHANATHANATHAN    SSSSMITHMITHMITHMITH    
802802802802●917917917917●1662    Cabot, VT1662    Cabot, VT1662    Cabot, VT1662    Cabot, VT 
simpleinnovationsvt@gmail.com 

Simpleinnovationsvt.com 
Certified & Insured 

Metal fabrication; mobile arc welding 
Forged metal work; brush hogging 

Fenced, in-home boarding  
on 100 acre farm.  

Safe, year-round walking trails. 
Retired vet-tech of 25 years.  

CHERYL MCQUEENEY 
(802) 535-6730 

 
 
 

              Design, Installation, and  
                      maintenance of gardens,  
                landscapes, and homesteads            

Specializing in native and edible plants 
 

Susan Socks   802.498.7785 
cabotfarm@gmail.com 

www.socksfamilyfarm.weebly.com 

802802802802----633633633633----0246024602460246    

 

 Paul & Kristine 
Stecker 

785 Menard Road 
Cabot, VT 05647 

802-563-2646 
 

Maple. Beef  
& PYO 

Strawberries,  
& Raspberries 

 

paul@maplelanefarmvt.com 
www.maplelanefarmvt.com 

Christina Ducharme,  
L.Ac., MAOM 

Blue Heron  
Acupuncture, LLC 

 

34 Patchen RD, South Burlington, VT 0540334 Patchen RD, South Burlington, VT 0540334 Patchen RD, South Burlington, VT 0540334 Patchen RD, South Burlington, VT 05403    
87 Bailey Pond Road, Marshfield, VT 0565887 Bailey Pond Road, Marshfield, VT 0565887 Bailey Pond Road, Marshfield, VT 0565887 Bailey Pond Road, Marshfield, VT 05658 

802802802802----595595595595----2248224822482248    

www.blueheronacupuncturevt.comwww.blueheronacupuncturevt.comwww.blueheronacupuncturevt.comwww.blueheronacupuncturevt.com    
www.innerpathschoolofhealing.comwww.innerpathschoolofhealing.comwww.innerpathschoolofhealing.comwww.innerpathschoolofhealing.com 

SERVICES 

 

 
 

                

Dr.Debra Sioufi, Chiropractic Physician 
Mike Sioufi, Shiatsu Practitioner 

Marshfield, VT 
802-426-2155  

By appointment only 

 
 

~ Fully Insured ~ 
~ Harvesting Standing Timber ~ 

802-535-5460 
211 Walbridge Rd., Cabot, VT 05647 



 October 2025 - Page 16                                          inbox@cabotvermont.org 


